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To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  August  n,  1782. 

Sir :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
5th.  by  Monsr.  de  Choissy  who  crossed  the  North  River,  yester- 
day Evening.  For  my  opinion  respecting  the  operation  which 
the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  had  in  contemplation  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  the  inclosed  Copy  of  my  letter  to  that  Gentleman,, 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured  that  I  undertake,  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  the  procuring  the  necessary  intelligence  re- 
specting the  arrival  &c.  of  any  Squadron  of  the  enemy  upon  this 
Coast,  and  that  Monsr.  Vaudreuil  may  have  the  earliest  notice 
of  such  matters  from  me,  and  may  have  the  means  also  of  cor- 
responding safely  and  speedily  with  me.  I  shall  immediately 
establish  a  chain  of  Expresses  between  this  and  Boston.  Your 
Excellency  as  you  desire  shall  be  made  acquainted  in  due  time 
with  the  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  procuring  intel- 
ligence, and  I  shall  not  fail  to  make  you  regularly  acquainted 
with  whatever  advices  I  may  obtain  thro'  the  different  Chan- 
nels which  I  shall  open. 

There  does  not  appear  to  me  any  necessity  of  corresponding 

with  the  Marquis  Vaudreuil  in  Cypher  as  the  communications 

which  I  shall  probably  have  occasion  to  make  to  him  will  be  of 

such  a  nature  that  they  will  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  enemy 
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should  they  fall  into  their  hands.  Should  any  new  plans  be  in 
agitation  and  which  may  require  secrecy,  a  Cypher  may  be 
used  between  us. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  accident  which  has  deprived  us  of 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  Duke  de  Lauzun  and  the  Gentlemen 
who  accompany  him  so  soon  as  might  have  been  expected.1  I 
hope  their  next  attempt  will  prove  more  fortunate.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.2 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ELIAS  DAYTON 

Head  Quarters,  August  n,  1782. 

Sir :  I  inclose  you  Copy  of  the  General  Order  confirming  the 
sentences  on  Gibbs  and  Young.3  You  have  also  a  blank  War- 
rant, which  you  will  fill  up  with  the  name  of  either  of  the 
Prisoners  whom  you  may  think  it  best  to  make  an  immediate 
Example  of. 

You  will  have  your  Brigade  in  as  collected  a  State  as  possible 
and  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  Noticte.  I  am  &c.4 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  n,  1782. 
Sir:  Having  been  informed  that  Major  Genl  Gates  is  now 
in  Philadelphia,  and  being  now  about  to  make  my  ultimate 
Arrangement  for  the  Campaign,  I  take  the  liberty  to  request 
you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  by  the  earliest  conveyance, 
whether  he  wishes  to  be  employed  in  this  Army  or  not. 

The  Due  de  Lauzun  and  others  were  returning  to  America  from  France,  when 
a  storm  obliged  them  to  put  back  to  port. 

2 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

3  Corporal  William  (?)  Gibbs  and  Private  Sylvester  Young,  of  the  First  New  Jersey 
Regiment.    (See  General  Orders,  Aug.  u,  1782,  post.) 

4The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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As  it  is  now  in  my  power  to  give  Gen  Gates  a  command  suit- 
able to  his  rank,  and  as  I  have  not  heard  from  him,  since  I  wrote 
to  him  on  the  18th  of  March  last,  I  trouble  you  with  this  request 
that  I  may  be  still  made  acquainted  with  his  determination 
before  the  disposition  of  commands  is  finally  concluded.5 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 

P.  S.  I  wrote  you  on  the  6th  respecting  Hazens  Regt.  I  wish 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  determination  respecting  it, 
and  whether  Genl  Hazen  himself  is  to  be  expected  here.0 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  LIEUTENANT  JOHN  MIX7 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  n,  1782. 
Sir :  You  will  proceed  forthwith  to  establish  a  Line  of  com- 
munication between  Kings  ferry  and  Boston;  You  will  wait 

1  Haight's 

2  Danbury 

3  Carletons 

Bridge 

4  Breakneck 

5  Southing- 

ton 

6  Hartford. 


upon  Col  Sheldon  with  the  inclosed  Order  for 
12  Dragoons  to  form  the  Chain  from  Kings 
ferry  to  Hartford  inclusive ;  these  you  will  post 
at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  places  men- 
tioned in  the  Margin  (two  at  each),  and  will 
make  effectual  provision  for  their  accommoda- 
tion and  subsistence. 
From  Hartford  to  Boston  you  will  continue 
the  line  of  Expresses  by  persons  retained  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Qr  Mastr  Department.  These  you  will  station  at  the  distance 
of  15  or  18  Miles  from  each  other  as  the  state  of  the  roads  and 
other  circumstances  shall  point  out;  and  you  will  make  effica- 
cious Arrangements  with  the  Dy  Qr  Mastrs  of  the  States  in 

5Congress  resolved  (Aug.  14,  1782)  that  the  resolution  of  Oct.  5,  1780,  directing  a 
court  of  inquiry  to  sit  on  the  conduct  of  Gates  at  the  battle  of  Camden,  be  repealed 
"and  that  he  take  command  in  the  main  army  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  shall 
direct."   (See  Washington's  letter  to  Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  Gates,  Aug.  27,  1782,  post.) 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

7Lieut.  and  Adjt.  John  Mix,  of  the  Second  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
June,  1783. 
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which  the  Expresses  are  stationed,  for  paying  and  supporting 
them  while  in  service,  or  at  least  for  securing,  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  the  future  payment,  to  them.  Should  any  difficulties 
arise  on  this  account  I  will  ultimately  see  that  these  expences 
are  defrayed. 

You  will  after  having  made  proper  provision  for  the  Dra- 
goons and  Expresses  abovementioned,  give  each  post  of  them 
a  Copy  of  the  instruction  accompanying  this,  certified  by  you 
and  inforce  the  strictest  attention  to  their  duty.  On  your  re- 
turn you  will  make  a  Report  of  your  doing  to  Head  Quarters. 
I  am  etc.8 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  August  n,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  received  by  Colo  Tilghman  your  Letter  of  the  5th. 
instant,  with  a  particular  State  of  your  Accounts  with  the  Con- 
tractors for  Money  advanced  them. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  this  Communication,  as  it  will  enable 
me  to  combat  the  Constant  Assertions  which  are  made  by 
Mr.  Sands,  that  the  Contract  is  not  fulfilled  on  your  part. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Edwards,9  one  of  the  Beef 
Contractors,  is  gone  on  to  Phila.  for  the  purpose  of  investigat- 
ing with  certainty  the  true  Causes  of  the  failure  which  they 
experience  in  the  Article  of  Money.  Your  free  Conversation 
with  that  Gentleman  will  I  hope  bring  on  an  Explanation  that 
may  prove  very  useful  in  the  future  conducting  the  Contracts. 

For  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Comptroller  I  have  the  Honor  to 
inclose  you  Copy  of  my  General  Orders  respecting  Issues  to  be 
made  under  the  two  Contracts.  I  have  the  Honor  &c.10 


8The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

"Timothy  Edwards. 

,0Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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ORDERS  FOR  THE  DRAGOONS  AND  EXPRESSES 
BETWEEN  KINGS  FERRY  AND  BOSTON 

August  ii,  1782. 

1st  Every  Dragoon  or  Express  will  hold  himself  in  constant 
readiness  by  night  and  by  day  to  perform  the  service  expected 
of  him. 

2d  The  Dragoons  or  Expresses  will  not  Commence  the  Jour- 
ney purposely  to  forward  any  Dispatches,  except  such  only  as 
are  franked  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  are  from  the  Com- 
manding Land  or  Naval  Officers  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty; 
but  other  Letters  may  be  sent  by  this  conveyance  whenever  the 
line  is  put  in  Motion  for  the  beforementioned  purposes. 

3d  Dragoons  or  Expresses  are  always  to  Note  on  the  outside 
of  the  Letters,  the  hour  they  receive  them,  and  the  exact  time 
they  deliver  them  at  the  Next  stage.  If  the  Covers  of  Dispatches 
should  be  broken  or  in  bad  condition  from  any  casualty  what- 
ever, it  must  be  attested  by  a  Magistrate  or  two  respectable  In- 
habitants that  this  was  the  case  before  the  Dispatches  arrived 
at  the  Stage  where  the  Certificate  was  given;  otherwise  the 
person  in  whose  possession  they  are  found  will  be  considered 
as  the  Delinquent  and  treated  accordingly. 

4th.  Dragoons  or  Expresses  being  charged  with  Dispatches  of 
the  foregoing  Discription  must  carry  them  their  stage  with  the 
greatest  deligence;  but  whenever  it  is  mentioned  on  the  Letters 
themselves,  that  they  are  to  be  forwarded  with  the  greatest  dis- 
patch, they  must  then  Ride  night  and  day  without  one  Mo- 
ments cessation  (the  time  of  receipt  and  delivery  being  Marked 
on  the  Letter).  The  fidelity  and  exertion  of  every  individual 
may  be  judged  of,  and  should  any  be  guilty  of  negligence  they 
must  abide  the  consequences.11 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  n,  1782. 

Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter 
by  Genl  de  Choisey  inclosing  Copies  of  your  Correspondence 
with  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  on  the  subject  of  his  proposed 
Expedition,  and  requesting  my  opinion  upon  that  enterprise, 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  Marquis  on  his  arrival  at  Boston. 

A  Copy  of  my  Letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  which 
is  inclosed,  will  shew  your  Excellency  my  sentiments  on  the 
attempt  proposed. 

Genl.  de  Choisey  who  left  my  Quarters  last  evening  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  Journey,  did  me  the  honor  to  be  the  bearer  of 
my  Letter,  which  was  accompanied  by  one  to  Governor  Han- 
cock, on  the  same  subject;  a  Copy  of  which  I  also  inclose  for 
your  observation. 

I  am  very  sorry  for  the  appearance  of  sickness  among  your 
Troops,  but  hope,  with  you,  that  their  repose  at  Baltimore,  will 
be  an  effectual  means  of  its  removal. 

We  have  much  talk,  out  of  New  York,  of  a  Negociation  on 
foot  in  Europe,  for  a  general  pacification;  how  far  we  may  rely 
on  these  reports,  a  little  more  time  will  be  necessary  to  disclose. 
With  the  highest  regard  etc.12 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  August  11, 1782. 

Sir:  Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  29  July  came  to  hand 

only  the  day  before  yesterday.  The  intention  of  confining  the 

Flags  to  Dobbs  ferry  was  to  prevent  the  disadvantages  arising 

from  the  continual  and  unrestricted  intercourse  that  was  kept 

"In  the  writing  of  David  Cobb.  From  the  original  in  the  Rochambcau  Papers  in 
the  Library  of  Congress. 
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up  with  the  Enemy  from  Various  parts  of  the  Continent  and 
more  particularly  from  Eliz.  Town.  I  have  no  manner  of  objec- 
tion to  your  Excellency's  giving  passports  to  any  of  your  Citi- 
zens under  the  circumstances  you  mention,13  being  convinced 
that  you  will  suffer  no  person  to  go  whose  character  and  views 
in  going  you  are  not  perfectly  acquainted  with.  With  great 
regard  etc.14 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Sunday,  August  n,  1782. 

Parole  Amsterdam.    Countersigns  Belhaven,  Cumberland. 

In  order  to  prevent  misapplication  of  the  honorary  badges 
of  distinction  to  be  conferred  on  the  Noncommissioned  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  in  consequence  of  long  and  faithful  service, 
through  any  mistake  or  misapprehention  of  the  orders  of  the 
7th.  instant  the  general  thinks  proper  to  inform  the  army  that 
they  are  only  attainable  by  an  uninterrupted  series  of  faithful 
and  honorable  services.  A  soldier  who  has  once  retired  from 
the  field  of  glory  forfeits  all  pretentions  to  precedence  from  for- 
mer services;  and  a  man  who  has  deservedly  met  an  ignomini- 
ous punishmt.  or  degredation  cannot  be  admitted  a  Candadate 
for  any  honorary  distinction,  unless  he  shall  have  wiped  away 
the  stain  his  reputation  has  suffered  by  some  very  brilliant 
achievement,  or  by  serving  with  reputation  after  his  disgrace 
the  number  of  years  which  entitle  other  men  to  that  indul- 
gence. The  badges  which  Noncommissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers are  permitted  to  wear  on  the  left  arm  as  a  mark  of  long 
and  faithful  service  are  to  be  of  the  same  colour  with  the  facings 
of  the  corps  they  belong  to  and  not  white  in  every  instance  as 
directed  in  the  orders  of  the  7th.  instant. 

"Livingston  wished  to  pass  one  Moses  Tapping   to  Staten   Island,  as  Tapping 
thought  he  could  borrow  money  there  to  erect  a  "slitting"  mill  in  New  Jersey. 
"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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The  pay  rolls  of  the  army  are  in  future  to  be  sent  in  regularly 
with  the  Musters ;  and  those  corps  which  have  not  already  sent 
in  their  pay-rolls  for  past  musters  are  to  do  it  immediately. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

At  a  general  courtmartial  held  the  2d.  instant  near  Morris- 
town  by  order  of  Colonel  Dayton,  Corporal  Gibbs  of  the  1st. 
Jersey  regiment  was  tried  for  desertion.  For  selling  and  spoil- 
ing some  of  his  regimental  cloths,  and  for  forging  or  procuring 
a  forged  discharge:  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  sutler  death 
by  hanging. 

Sylvester  Young  soldier  of  the  1st.  Jersey  regiment  was  tried 
at  the  same  court,  for  Desertion,  and  for  spoiling  a  part  of  his 
regimental  Clothes  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  suffer  death 
by  hanging. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  foregoing  sentences. 

The  Muster  rolls  expected  for  the  army  not  having  arrived 
the  further  inspection  and  muster  of  it  for  the  month  of  July 
is  postponed. 

The  board  appointed  for  the  inspection  of  Invalids  will  meet 
on  tuesday  the  13th.  instant  at  9  o'clock  under  the  Collonade, 
at  which  time  and  place  the  surgeons  of  the  different  regiments 
in  the  first  and  second  Massachusetts  Brigades  and  the  Artillery 
will  assemble  the  men  of  their  respective  corps  who  come 
under  the  cognisence  of  the  board;  they  will  also  obtain  the 
best  information  they  can  of  the  character  and  circumstances 
of  every  individual. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Monday,  August  12, 1782. 
Parole  Dorchester.    Countersigns  Essex,  Falmouth. 
The  General  notices  with  great  complacency  that  strict  obedi- 
ence which  has  been  paid  to  his  recommendations,  respecting 


1782]  HAIR  DRESSING  9 

fitting  and  putting  on  the  clothing,  cocking  and  decorating 
the  hats,  as  well  as  giving  almost  every  other  article  a  martial 
and  uniform  appearance.  Notwithstanding  the  troops  are  verg- 
ing so  near  to  perfection  some  small  improvements  may  yet  be 
made;  to  wear  the  hair  cut  or  tied  in  the  same  manner  through- 
out a  whole  corps  would  still  be  a  very  considerable  ornament. 
Where  it  cannot  be  done  in  a  regiment  simularity  in  a  com- 
pany would  add  extremely  to  the  beauty  of  it. 

At  general  inspections  and  reviews  two  pounds  of  flour  and 
half  a  pound  of  rendered  Tallow  per  hundred  men  may  be 
drawn  from  the  Contractors  for  dressing  the  hair,  upon  returns 
of  the  number  and  certificates  of  the  use,  signed  by  command- 
ing officers  of  brigades,  countersigned  by  the  inspector,  and  an 
order  given  thereon  by  the  general  next  in  command  to  the 
commander  in  cheif,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  Con- 
tractor for  the  delivery.  This  gratuitous  supply  to  cease  when 
ever  the  troops  shall  be  enabled  to  procure  it  in  another  way. 

For  Fatigue  tomorrow  the  9th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  12, 1782. 
Sir:  You  will  please  to  furnish  twelve  Dragoons,  who  are 
well  mounted  to  form  a  Chain  of  Communication  from  Hart- 
ford to  Peekskill.  Mr  Mix  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  has  Orders 
to  post  them  and  make  provision  for  their  accommodation  and 
subsistence.  The  service  is  temporary,  and  if  the  Horses  are 
well  supplied  with  forage  and  taken  proper  care  of,  they  may 
be  kept  in  good  condition  for  the  future  purposes  of  the  Cam- 
paign; [as  it  is  not  probable  they  will  perform  much  duty  on 
the  Service  they  are  order'd  upon] ;  you  will  also  have  it  at 
your  option  to  relieve  them  as  frequently  as  you  judge  proper. 
I  am  etc. 
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P.  S.  Untill  you  shall  hear  that  my  Head  Quarters  are  re- 
moved from  this  place,  you  will  send  the  Dispatches  which 
may  be  brought  from  the  Eastward  by  the  chain  of  Expresses, 
by  a  Dragoon  directly  to  Newburgh.15 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  CHARLES  SCOTT 

Head  Quarters,  August  12, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  just  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  24  July  inform- 
ing me  of  your  Exchange  on  which  occasion  I  Sincerely  con- 
gratulate you. 

The  French  having  had  the  generosity  to  give  up  to  us  the 
Prisoners  taken  by  them,  it  is  to  them  you  are  indebted  for  your 
Exchange. 

You  will  please  to  report  yourself  to  General  Greene,  and 
take  his  Orders,  and  in  the  mean  time  you  will  afford  any  assist- 
ance in  your  power  to  General  Muhlenberg,  who  Superintends 
the  recruiting  Service  in  your  State.  I  am  &c.16 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  SMALLWOOD 

Head  Quarters,  August  12, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favr.  of  the  30th.  ulto.  covering 
extracts  of  the  several  Laws  passed  by  your  Legislature  for  com- 
pleating  their  Line  and  Rolls  of  the  Men  recruited  in  conse- 
quence. I  entertain  not  the  least  doubt  of  your  exertions  or  of 
those  of  the  Gentlemen  who  have  been  employed  under  you. 
It  is  only  to  be  lamented  that  the  circumstances  of  the  times 
neither  enable  us  to  make  prompt  and  proper  satisfaction  for 
past  services  or  to  hold  up  substantial  encouragements  to  those 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

10Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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who  now  engage.  As  you  observe,  things  may  alter  for  the 
better  as  they  cannot  grow  worse. 

I  am  really  at  a  loss  what  Orders  to  give  you  at  the  present 
moment.  If  accounts  from  the  Southward  and  appearances  are 
to  be  depended  upon  the  enemy  mean  to  evacuate  not  only 
Georgia  but  South  Carolina.  Should  the  latter  event  have  taken 
place,  the  March  of  the  detachment  at  Annapolis  will  be  alto- 
gether unnecessary.  At  any  rate,  the  season  for  moving  will  be 
so  very  unfavorable  for  this  and  the  succeeding  Month,  that  you 
had  best  remain  for  that  time,  where  you  now  are,  except  you  re- 
ceive positive  orders  to  the  contrary  from  Majr.  Genl.  Greene, 
continuing  to  prepare  for  a  march  either  one  way  or  the  other 
as  circumstances  may  require.  By  that  time  we  shall  certainly 
be  able  to  form  a  more  competent  judgment  of  the  intentions  of 
the  enemy.  I  am  &c.17 

To  COLONEL  CHARLES  ARMAND-TUFFIN 

Head  Quarters,  August  12, 1782. 
Sir :  I  have  reed  your  favor  of  the  22d.  July.  Nothing  gives  me 
greater  pleasure  than  to  find  any  of  the  Officers  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  command  turning  their  thoughts  and  attention  to 
matters  which  will  promote  the  regularity  and  good  of  the  serv- 
ice, and  that  for  that  reason  you  have  my  thanks  for  the  hints 
you  have  taken  the  trouble  to  furnish  me  with  for  the  better  for- 
mation and  composition  of  the  Cavalry.  I  have  ever  lamented 
the  want  of  an  uniform  and  regular  system  of  mancevre  and 
discipline  for  that  useful  Body  of  Troops.  The  principal  reason 
perhaps  why  one  has  never  yet  been  formed,  has  been  the  small 
prospect  we  have  ever  had  of  being  able  to  carry  it  into  practice 
from  the  necessarily  dispersed  situation  of  the  Cavalry.  Were 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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the  Horse  all  acting  together  or  nearly  so,  your  plan  of  a  place 
of  general  rendezvous,  or  that  of  drawing  a  Troop  from  each 
Regiment  for  the  purpose  of  instruction  would  certainly  be 
eligible;  but  when  you  consider  that  the  service  requires  the 
Horse  to  be  dispersed  from  Connecticut  to  South  Carolina,  and 
that  even  Regiments  or  Corps  cannot  be  preserved  intire,  you 
will  see  the  impossibility  of  the  measure.  The  same  reasons 
operate  against  the  formation  of  Grand  Divisions  of  Horse 
recommended  in  the  latter  part  of  your  plan. 

Under  present  circumstances  therefore,  and  untill  a  plan  of 
manoeuvre  and  discipline  for  the  Cavalry  is  formed,  I  can  only 
recommend  to  the  Gentlemen  commanding  those  Corps  to  fit 
them  for  service  either  by  Rules  founded  upon  their  own  expe- 
rience or  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  best  Masters  upon 
that  subject.  The  Regulations  already  established  for  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Infantry  will  apply  to  the  Companies  of  Foot 
attached  to  the  Corps  of  Horse. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  transmit  a  Copy 
of  your  plan  to  the  Secretary  at  War.  At  some  future  day  the 
matter  will  be  agitated,  and  then  yours  with  others  which  have 
been  proposed  will  be  taken  into  consideration.  I  beg  you  to 
be  assured  etc.18 

To  GOVERNOR  BENJAMIN  HARRISON 

Head  Quarters,  August  12, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  Day  received  your  Excellency's  Favor 
of  the  26th  of  July,  covering  a  Letter  directed  to  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton,  which  has  been  immediately  forwarded  to  him. 

From  whatever  principle  it  may  be,  Sir  Guy  appears  to  be 
disposed,  in  every  Instance,  to  make  himself  perfectly  agreable 

The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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to  the  people  of  America.  A  late  Letter  of  his  to  me  announces 
a  "Negociation  havg  been  opened  at  Paris,  for  the  purpose 
of  a  general  pacification;  and  that  the  British  King  had  given 
Instructions  to  his  Plenipo.  to  acknowledge  the  absolute  Inde- 
pendence of  America,  as  the  Basis  of  the  Negociation.  In  full 
Confidence  however,  that  the  Loyalists  should  be  secured  in 
their  property,  or  be  refunded  for  any  Confiscations  which  have 
been  made." 

Whether  this  Negociation  is  really  intended  to  embrace  the 
compleat  Object  we  have  in  view;  or  whether  it  is  designed  as 
a  temporary  Amusement,  cannot  at  present  be  fully  deter- 
mined; past  Experience,  in  my  Opinion,  should  teach  us  the 
most  jealous  caution.  With  great  regard  etc.19  [v.s.l.] 

To  CAPTAIN  SILAS  TALBOT20 

Head  Quarters,  August  13, 1782. 
Sir :  Your  Letter  of  the  8th.  ulto.  only  reached  me  a  few  days 
ago.  You  may  very  well  suppose  that  it  is  impossible  for  me, 
amidst  the  great  variety  of  business  which  comes  before  me,  to 
remember,  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  accuracy,  what  passed 
only  verbally  so  long  as  the  times  to  wh.  you  refer.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  I  did,  upon  your  expressing  a  Wish 
to  be  employed  in  the  marine  if  you  could  not  in  the  land  serv- 
ice, signify  my  approbation  so  far  as  it  depended  upon  me.  But 
I  am  confident  I  could  never  have  given  you  that  liberty  posi- 
tively; because  I  had  ever  made  it  a  rule,  to  refer  the  applica- 
tions of  those  Officers  in  the  Land  service,  who  wanted  to  take 
a  Voyage  on  account  of  their  healths,  to  Congress;  not  looking 
upon  myself  authorized  to  grant  a  permission  to  any  Officer 

19In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

120  Of  the  U.  S.  Navy.   He  was  also  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  Continental  Army 
and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
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under  my  command  to  go  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  Indeed  your  proceeding  to  Philada.  after  you  saw  me 
at  Morris  Town  in  February  1780,  and  there  making  applica- 
tion for  employ  in  the  Marine,  to  the  only  persons  who  could 
with  propriety  grant  it,  seems  to  me  a  proof  of  what  I  have 
above  mentioned,  that  you  had  my  approbation  conditionally 
only.21 

I  know  not  what  difficulties  you  find  in  obtaining  your  pay 
up  to  the  time  of  your  discharge  from  the  service,  but  I  do  sup- 
pose they  arise  from  your  having  taken  the  command  of  the 
private  Ship  of  War  the  Washington.  If  such  an  objection  is 
made,  I  can  give  no  certificate  that  will  invalidate  it.  It  would 
probably  operate  against  you,  because  it  must  set  forth  that  you 
had  only  a  conditional  license  from  me  for  taking  such  a  step, 
and  it  would  then  be  incumbent  upon  you  to  produce  the  au- 
thority by  which  you  took  such  command.22 

If  you  found  your  claim  to  this  indulgence  upon  your  merits 
and  services,  they  are  too  well  known  and  recorded  to  need  any 
recommendation  from  me.   I  am  etc.23 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  August  13, 1782. 
D  Sir :  In  Consequence  of  the  earnest  Application  of  Colo 
Stewart  on  the  part  of  the  Contractors,  and  agreeable  to  what 

21  Talbot  had  been  captured  by  H.M.  S.  CtiUodcn,  and  sent  to  England.  After  being 
exchanged  and  returned  to  America  he,  with  some  others,  were  retired  as  super- 
numerary officers.  He  requested  a  certificate  from  Washington  that  "You  did  Ver- 
bally give  me  liberty  to  gow  into  Sea  Employ,  but  not  till  after  I  had  made  Frequent 
Applications  to  be  Employ'd  in  the  Army,  this  I  want  to  make  use  of  in  acquiring  my 
Wages."  Talbot's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

'  At  this  point  the  draft  has  the  following  crossed  out:  "You  may  be  assured  I  shall 
ever  take  pleasure  in  rendering  services  and  obtaining  justice  for  those  Officers  who 
have  signalized  themselves  and  suffered  in  the  Cause  of  their  Country." 

23 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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appeared  to  be  your  Wish,  I  have  suffered  a  Number  of  public 
Teams  to  be  sent  into  Jersey  to  bring  on  Flour  for  the  Army. 
I  hardly  know  on  what  footg  this  Business  is  placed;  whether 
the  Contractors  are  to  be  charged  the  Amount  of  the  Service, 
or  whether  it  is  intended  as  a  Gratuity  to  them.  I  am  not 
persuaded  of  the  propriety  of  the  latter;  for  while  the  Contrac- 
tors are  makg  by  general  Estimation,  great  profits  by  their  Con- 
tract, and  at  the  same  Time  manifesting  no  Disposition  to  oblige 
the  public  or  the  Army,  I  know  no  Reason  why  the  public 
should  grant  this  Favor,  wear  down  their  Teams  and  disable 
them  for  the  general  Service  of  the  Campaign.  I  should  think, 
if  they  could  be  spared  for  extra  Duty's,  that  rather  than  grant 
this  Indulgence  they  might  be  more  usefully  or  ceconomically 
employed  in  bringing  on  from  Phila.  many  Stores  Cloathing 
&c  which  have  been  long  waiting  the  Means  of  Transportation 
from  thence,  and  some  of  which,  particularly  the  light  Cloathg, 
if  it  does  not  arrive  soon,  will  pass  the  Season  for  this  Years 
Usefulness.  If  the  Services  of  the  Teams  are  to  be  Charged  to 
the  Acco  of  the  Contractor  while  employed  by  them,  I  shall 
be  more  content  to  afford  them  such  Assistance  as  the  Circum- 
stances of  the  Campaign  will  admit.   I  am  etc.24 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Tuesday,  August  13, 1782. 

Parole  Georgia.    Countersigns  Hanover,  Ireland. 

The  4th  Connecticut  regiment  will  give  the  guards  &ca.  on 
the  east  side  the  river  for  seven  days,  commencing  the  15th  in- 
stant; the  same  regiment  will  furnish  the  fatigue  parties  to- 
morrow. 


4 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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*To  THE  SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

Newburgh,  August  14, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  continuation  of  Mr.  Morris's  ~°  fur- 
lough for  two  Months ;  at  the  expiration  of  this  period,  it  may 
be  well  for  him  to  consider  that,  the  Regiment  to  which  he  be- 
longs is  now  very  full  of  Men,  and  that  the  Officers  of  it  will 
think  it  hard  especially,  at  a  time  when  Congs.  are  discontinu- 
ing Regimental  offirs.  wch.  can  scarcely  be  dispensed  with  to 
perform  his  duty  therein,  while  he  is  in  the  exercise  of  a  more 
agreeable  Civil  appointment.  It  is  necessary,  for  the  sake  of  Mili- 
tary rule  and  propriety,  that  he  should  report  the  continuation 
of  his  Furlough  to  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Regiment. 

If,  as  the  Marqs.  De  Vaudruil  expects  himself,  a  superior 
British  Fleet  shd.  immediately  follow  him  to  this  Coast,2*  it  will 
save  you  the  trouble  of  making  arrangements  for  the  purpose 
of  employing  him,  to  the  greatest  public  advantage. 

'Ere  this  can  have  reached  you,  you  will  have  seen  the  letter 
of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Adml.  Digby  to  me,  transmitted  to 
Congress  on  the  5th.  If  this  letter  does  not  breathe  a  great  deal 
of  disengenuity,  there  is  a  solid  basis  for  our  Commissioners  to 
work  upon;  laid  long  after  the  News  of  Rodneys  Victory  had 
arrived  in  England,  but  if  the  present  Ministry,  by  Independ- 
ency, mean  what  Genl.  Conway  has  Expressed  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  when  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  enable 
His  Majesty  to  grant  Commissions  for  raising  Corps  of  Volun- 
teers for  the  defence  of  their  Coasts,  during  the  present  War ; 
it  is  an  evident  proof  that  they  are  endeavouring  to  amuse  the 
Belligerent  powers;  Us  in  particular,  till  they  can  appear  with 

^Ensign  Lewis  R.  Morris,  of  the  Second  New  York  Regiment.  He  resigned  in 
November,  1782. 

""These  italicized  words,  and  those  following,  are  so  marked  in  the  draft  to  be  put 
into  cipher. 


1782]  LOYALIST  CONSTERNATION  17 

more  force  at  Sea;  for  it  is  impossible,  that  they  can  have  serious 
expectation  of  our  negotiating  upon  those  terms,  and  if  their 
Land  and  Naval  Commanders  here,  are  intrenched  in  this  man- 
ner, their  letter  will  exhibit  but  a  bad  specimen  of  candid  minds. 
One  thing  however,  is  certain,  but  how  it  came  to  pass,  is  not  so 
well  understood;  and  that  is  that  their  letter  to  me  is  published 
in  New  York  and  has  spread  universal  consternation  among 
the  Refugees;  who,  actuated  by  different  passions,  or  rather 
by  the  same  passion  in  different  degrees;  are  little  better  than 
a  medley  of  confused,  enraged,  and  dejected  people.  Some  are 
Swearing  and  some  crying;  while  the  greater  part  of  them 
are  almost  speechless. 

But  how  does  it  happen,  that  all  our  information  of  what  is 
transacting  in  Europe,  should  come  through  indirect  Channels, 
or  from  the  Enemy  ?  or  does  this  question  proceed  from  my 
unacquaintedness  with  facts  ? 

Be  so  good,  when  an  oppertunity  offers,  to  forward  the  let- 
ters which  I  herewith  Inclose.  Assure  yourself,  that  with  much 
affection,  and  sincere  attachment,  I  have  the  honor  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Wednesday,  August  14, 1782. 

Parole  Lancaster.    Countersigns  Monmouth,  Norfolk. 

The  several  regiments  and  corps  composing  this  army  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  Commander  in  chief,  are  de- 
sired to  send  their  Annual  returns  to  the  orderly  office  without 
delay  agreably  to  the  forms  which  the  Adjutant  general  will 
furnish,  that  a  general  return  may  be  made  to  congress  by  the 
1  st.  of  September  next  conformable  to  their  order. 

The  5th  Connecticutt  Regiment  for  fatigue  Tomorrow. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  PRAY27 

Dobbs  Ferry,  August  14, 1782. 

It  is  of  great  importance  at  this  Crisis,  to  have  the  best  possible 
information  of  the  state  of  the  Enemy's  affairs  at  New  York, 
His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  commanded  us 
therefore,  to  inform  you,  it  is  his  wish  that  you  will  use  your 
utmost  endeavours  to  obtain  such  information,  and  that  you 
will  devote  all  the  time  and  attention  you  can  spare  from  your 
other  Duties,  to  this  very  essential  object. 

The  first  great  article  of  which  the  General  requires  to  be 
ascertained  is,  the  state  of  the  British  Naval  Force  at  New  York; 
and  the  arrival  or  sailing  of  any  Fleet,  Transports,  Armed  Ves- 
sels or  single  Ship  of  War,  this  information  must,  if  practicable, 
be  kept  up  constantly,  untill  further  Orders. 

In  order  to  obtain  this  intelligence  with  certainty  and  accu- 
racy (without  which  it  will  be  worth  nothing  at  all)  you  should 
have  some  trusty  and  intelligent  Person  or  Persons  ready  in  the 
City  to  give  the  earliest  notice  of  any  Movement  or  alteration 
in  the  shipping,  by  express  or  some  other  way,  to  one  of  your 
Emissaries  above  the  Enemy's  Lines,  who  must  communicate 
instantly  to  you.  Money  will  be  furnished  for  the  payment  of 
the  actual  expences  and  other  absolutely  necessary  purposes; 
But  it  is  expected  that  the  greatest  compensation  and  reward 
which  can  be  given  to  well  disposed  persons  within  the  British 
Lines,  who  mean  to  remain  after  the  Enemy  have  abandoned 
New  York,  will  be  the  promise  of  favor  and  security  to  those 
who  shall  recommend  themselves  in  this  way;  It  must  also  be 
impressed  upon  all  those  agents,  that  they  should  be  exceed- 
ingly exact  and  accurate  in  their  accounts,  that  they  should  see 
every  thing  themselves  and  make  a  business  of  it  at  this  last 

"Commanding  the  Water  Guard  at  Dobbs  Ferry. 
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hour,  that  they  have  intelligence  thro'  many  different  Channels 
and  can  detect  any  inacuracy  or  falsehood,  and  that  you  have 
authority  to  promise  attention  and  protection  only  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fidelity,  ability  and  precision  discovered  in  the  prose- 
cution of  this  necessary  duty.  The  Person  who  gives  the  first 
intelligence  of  the  arrival  or  sailing  of  a  Fleet  &c,  will  deserve 
particular  notice. 

The  other  objects  to  which  you  should  attend  unweariedly, 
are  the  number,  state  and  disposition  of  the  Troops,  so  far  as 
these  things  can  be  ascertained;  embarkations,  arrivals,  move- 
ments of  any  kind,  indications  of  remaining  in  or  evacuating 
the  Garrison,  European  advices,  domestick  or  other  intelligence 
contained  in  the  News  papers,  which  might  and  should  be  ob- 
tained every  day ;  To  these  should  be  added  the  British  Orders 
and  every  thing  else  that  can  be  interesting  in  a  Political,  Mili- 
tary or  Naval  light,  The  manner  of  effecting  these  things  have 
been  explained  verbally,  should  any  thing  further  be  wanting, 
you  may  receive  more  particular  Instructions  when  you  shall 
be  at  Head  Quarters,  two  or  three  days  hence ;  We  have  only 
to  add,  by  way  of  inducement,  that  you  cannot  more  effec- 
tually serve  your  Country  at  this  time  than  by  deligence  in 
this  line  of  duty;  while  we  remark,  Your  Reputation  will  be 
much  concerned  (from  your  advantageous  situation)  in  giv- 
ing the  earliest,  most  particular  and  authentic  intelligence  of 
any  person  whatever.28 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  August  15, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  8th  of  August  is  come  to  hand, 
covering  a  new  Arrangement  for  the  Army. 

28In  the  writing  of  and  signed  "David  Cobb,  Lt  Colonel  A  D.  Camp";  it  is  also 
signed  "D.  Humphrys  Lt  Colo  Aide  de  Camp." 
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I  know  no  preference  which  Lee's  Corps  is  entitled  to,  but 
what  will  arise  from  the  Date  of  its  Establishment. 

Doctr  Vacher's  Complaint,  when  presented,  will  be  attended 
to.29  Iam&c.30 

*To  COLONEL  SAMUEL  MILES 

Hd.  Qrs.  Newburgh,  August  15, 1782. 

Sir :  Inclosed  is  a  duplicate  of  my  last.  As  I  have  neither  re- 
ceived the  Articles  ordered,  nor  an  acknowledgement  of  my 
Letter,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  latter  has  miscarried.31 

I  have  requested  the  Secretary  at  War  to  let  one  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen in  his  Office  put  this  into  your  own  hands.  I  am  &c. 

*  To  JAMES  McHENRY 

Newburgh,  August  15, 1782. 

My  dear  McHenry :  Let  me  congratulate  you,  and  I  do  it  very 
sincerely,  on  your  restoration  to  health.  I  was  in  pain  for  you. 

I  was  in  some  for  myself,  and  wished  for  my  PS  of  M ; 

and  both  my  P e  L s.  in  J ;  resolving  (like  a  man 

in  the  last  agony)  not  to  follow  the  trade  and  occupation  of 
a  G .  and  more. 

I  attribute  all  the  delays,  and  my  disappointments  in  this 
business,  to  your  sickness;  for  otherwise,  I  should  denominate 

^Thc  draft,  at  this  point,  has  the  following  crossed  out:  "The  Arrangement  of  the 
Army  I  fear,  has  arrived  at  a  very  unfavorable  Moment,  and  may  be  attended  with 
many  disagreeable  Circumstances." 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

31Milcs  wrote  (August  19)  from  Philadelphia,  that  he  had  been  out  of  town  for 
"upwards  of  six  weeks  past,  on  Accot.  of  my  Health"  and  did  not  receive  Washing- 
ton's letter  of  July  8  until  his  return  "  last  Thursday"  (August  15).  Rendon  had  given 
an  entertainment  "a  day  or  two  after  you  [Washington]  had  left  the  City,  and  .  .  . 
his  Stewart  had  made  use  of  those  dishes,  plates  &c.  and  had  also  lent  part  of  them  to 
the  Minister  of  France's  Stewart,  they  are,  however,  I  am  informed,  all  return'd  and 
forwarded,  except  one  dozn.  plates."  Milcs's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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you  an  unfeeling,  teasing,  Mortal.  In  proof  of  it,  I  would  assert 
that  in  March  last,  I  committed  a  matter  to  your  care  of  which 
you  took  no  notice  till  July  following;  and  then  in  such  away, 
as  to  set  afloat  a  thousand  ideas;  which  resolved  themselves  into 
almost  as  many  anxious  questions.  These  again,  you  acknowl- 
edge the  rect.  of  on  the  26th.  of  July,  and  on  the  3d.  of  August 
promise  an  answer,  when  ?  When  ? ;  three  or  four  Weeks  from 
that  date;  during  this  time  my  immagination  is  left  on  the 
Rack.  I  remain  in  the  field  of  conjecture,  unable  to  acct.  for 
the  causes  of  somethings,  or  to  judge  of  their  effect;  In  a  word, 
I  cannot  develop  some  misteries,  the  appearance  of  which  gave 
rise  to  those  queries  which  were  made  the  contents  of  a  letter.32 
Do  not  my  dear  Doctor  tease  your  Mistress  in  this  manner; 
much  less  your  Wife,  when  you  get  one.  The  first  will  pout, 
and  the  other  may  scold;  a  friend  will  bear  with  it,  especially 
one  who  assures  you,  with  as  much  truth  as  I  do,  that  he  is  sin- 
cere. Adieu.83 

*ToJAMESMcHENRY 

Newburgh,  August  15, 1782. 

My  dear  Doctr:  If  the  Commanders  of  the  Fleets  and  Ar- 
mies of  our  late  most  gracious  Soverign,  in  America,  are  not 
guilty  of  more  duplicity  than  comports  with  candid  minds,  we 
are  now  advanced  to  that  critical  and  awful  period  when  our 
hands  are  to  be  tried  at  the  Arts  of  Negotiation. 

In  a  Letter  which  I  have  received  and  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress, from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Adl.  Digby,  are  these  words. 
"We  are  acquainted,  sir,  by  Authority,  that  Negotiations  for 
a  Genl.  Peace  have  already  commenced  at  Paris,  and  that 

32 Washington's  letter  of  "  March  last"  and  McHenry's  letters  of  July  26  and  August 
3  are  not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

33  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the  McHenry  Papers. 
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Mr.  Grenville  is  invested  with  full  Powers  to  treat  with  all 
parties  at  War,  and  is  now  at  Paris  in  the  execution  of  his  Com- 
mission. And  we  are  likewise  Sir,  further  made  acquainted, 
that  His  Majesty  in  order  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  that  Peace 
which  he  so  ardently  wishes  to  restore,  has  commanded  his 
Ministers  to  direct  Mr.  Grenville,  that  the  Independency  of  the 
13  Provinces  should  be  proposed  by  him  in  the  first  instance, 
instead  of  making  it  a  condition  of  a  general  Treaty;  however, 
not  without  the  highest  confidence,  that  the  Loyalists  shall  be 
restored  to  their  possessions,  or  a  full  compensation  made  them 
for  whatever  confiscations  may  have  taken  place." 

Here  then,  if  these  expressions  are  not  Intrenched  in  Genl. 
Conways  Speech  (when  he  threw  out  the  Idea  of  giving  to 
America  the  same  kind  of  Independency  that  they  were  abt. 
granting  to  Ireland)  is  a  solid  basis  for  our  Commissioners  to 
raise  their  superstructure  on;  and  things  may,  and  probably 
soon  will,  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  happy  Issue.  But,  if  the 
Ministry  mean  no  more  than  Genl.  Conway  has  hinted  at,  'tis 
plain  they  are  only  gaining  time  to  become  more  formidable  at 
Sea;  to  form  New  Alliances,  if  possible;  or  to  disunite  us. 
Whatever  may  be  their  object,  v/e,  if  wise,  should  push  our 
preparations  vigorously;  for  nothing  will  hasten  peace  more 
than  to  be  in  a  condition  for  War.  and  if  the  Contest  is  to  con- 
tinue, 'tis  indispensably  necessary.  One  thing  however  is  cer- 
tain, but  how  it  came  to  pass  is  not  so  well  understood;  and 
that  is,  that  the  letter  of  Carleton  and  Digby  to  me,  has  been 
published  in  New  York,  and  has  spread  universal  consterna- 
tion among  all  the  Tribes  of  Refugees;  who,  actuated  by  dif- 
ferent passions;  or  the  same  passion  in  different  degrees  and 
forms,  are  a  mere  medley  of  confused,  enraged,  and  dejected 
characters.  Some  it  is  sd.  are  Swearing;  others  crying;  while 
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far  the  greater  part  of  them  are  struck  speechless,  and  do  not 
know  what  to  do.34 

Adieu;  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  recovery,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  repeat  to  you,  that  I  am  etc. 

*To  JOHN  MITCHELL 

Newburgh,  August  15, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  your  frequent  friendly  ofTers  to 
assist  me  in  the  purchase  of  any  little  matters  I  may  have  occa- 
sion for  at  Philadelphia  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  send  to 
Alexandria  for  my  use  200  Wt.  of  white,  and  100  Wt.  of  red 
Lead,  ground  in  Oil. 

If  the  conveyance,  by  Water,  to  Alexandria  is  rare,  or  the 
hazard  (for  I  do  not  know  in  what  state  of  security  Chesapeake 
Bay  is  now  in)  should  be  deemed  too  great  to  go  round  into 
Potomack,  I  shall,  in  either  of  these  cases,  as  the  paint  is  much 
wanted,  thank  you  for  sending  it  to  Baltimore  by  the  way  of 
Christeen  and  Elk  accompanied  by  a  Line  to  Mr.  Lund  Wash- 
ington, informing  him  to  whose  care,  in  that  place,  you  have 
directed  it,  that  he  may  send  for  it  by  a  Land  transportation 
from  my  House. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  ,£27.10  State  money  of  Pensylvania  wch. 
you  will  please  to  give  me  credit  for  at  whatever  it  may  pass 
in  the  City. 

Being  altogether  a  stranger  to  the  prices  of  the  Articles  here 
required  and  to  the  Acct.  as  it  now  stands  between  us  I  can 
only  add  that  I  shall  be  always  ready  to  discharge  whatever 
I  may  fall  in  debt  when  called  upon.  My  Compliments  to 
Mrs.  Mitchell.  I  am  etc. 


34 Cf.  Washington's  letter  to  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Aug.  14,  1782. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Thursday,  August  15, 1782. 
Parole  Oporto.    Countersigns  Portsmouth,  Quebec. 
For  fatigue  tomorrow,  third  Massachusetts  regiment. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Friday,  August  16, 1782. 

Parole  Rochambeau.    Countersigns  Viominel,  Chattellux. 

Two  captains,  four  subalterns,  eight  Serjeants  and  one  hun- 
dred rank  and  file  from  the  Rhode  Island  regimt  to  march  this 
evening  to  Fishkill  to  assist  in  removing  the  Barracks.  They 
will  receive  their  instructions  from  Colonel  Hughes  Deputy 
Quartermaster;  and  continue  on  this  duty  untill  relieved. 

The  Quartermaster  of  Brigades  are  to  make  a  return  im- 
mediately to  the  waggon  master  general  of  all  public  horses, 
waggons,  carts,  Tumbrills,  and  travelling  forges  with  their  re- 
spective brigades,  noting  in  whose  possession  the  public  horses 
are,  also  distinguishing  the  covered  Waggons,  open  ones,  carts, 
tumbrills,  two  horse  waggons  and  travelling  Forges  each  in 
seperate  collumns.  And  also  a  return  of  the  waggoners  of  their 
Brigades,  noting  whether  enlisted  as  such  or  draughted  from 
the  Line,  and  how  employed. 

The  regiment  which  mounts  the  weekly  guards  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  will  also  furnish  a  fatigue  of  one  serjeant,  and 
eight  privates  for  the  well  and  one  corporal  and  six  for  the  hos- 
pital hutts;  they  will  continue  on  that  duty  untill  relieved. 

For  garrison  fatigue  tomorrow  the  6th.  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment. 


According  to  an  1879  Catalogue  of  Manuscripts  and  Relics,  then  at  the  Newburgh 
Headquarters,  Washington  wrote  a  brief  note  (Aug.  15,  1782)  to  Nathaniel  Sackett, 
thanking  him  for  a  cheese. 
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To  COLONEL  WALTER  STEWART 

Head  Quarters,  August  16, 1782. 

Sir :  I  am  directed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  acknowl- 
edge the  recet  of  your  Letter  of  the  12th. 

It  is  but  very  lately  that  a  pointed  order  was  issued  directing 
the  forges  to  be  set  at  Work;  the  General  is  unacquainted  why 
that  order  was  disobeyed. 

The  General  directs  that  no  new  Arms  should  be  furnished 
the  Recruits  whilst  they  can  be  supplied  with  repaird  ones. 

The  reason  why  the  Order  relative  to  the  belts  was  not  issued 
was  because  on  further  enquiry  it  was  found  that  there  was  not 
a  Sufficiency  for  the  purpose.  I  am  &c.35 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  16,  1782. 
Dear  Sir :  By  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  August  (which 
was  forwarded  from  the  War  Office  in  your  absence)  for  ar- 
ranging the  Adjutant  General's  Department,  it  should  seem  to 
have  been  understood  by  that  Honble  Body,  that  there  is  now 
in  existence  an  Establishment,  which  should  continue  in  force, 
untill  the  first  day  of  Janry  next;  but  by  adverting  to  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  25th  of  Septr.  1780,  and  of  the  10  of  January  1782 
it  will  appear,  that  this  is  not  the  case,  that  the  Orderly  De- 
partment which  was  connected  with  the  inspectors  had  been 
deranged  by  the  last  mentioned  Resolve,  and  that  there  is  at 
present  no  such  Officer  known  in  our  Army  as  a  Major  of  Bri- 
gade; I  take  the  first  occasion  to  mention  these  circumstances, 
that  a  representation  thereof  may  be  made  to  Congress,  in 
order  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evils 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "B[enjamin]  W[alker]." 
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which  will  result  from  the  present  loose  and  unsettled  state  of 
the  Orderly  Department  (the  whole  duty  of  which  is  now  done 
by  courtesy)  as  they  shall  deem  proper. 

I  shall  have  no  objection  to  the  exchange  of  the  foreign  Offi- 
cers you  mention  in  your  favor  of  the  10th  Inst,  provided  it  does 
not  contravene  the  spirit  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  which 
directs  Exchanges  to  be  made  according  to  priority  of  capture. 
Nor  for  rny  own  part,  shall  I  make  any  difficulty  in  acceeding  to 
a  late  proposal  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  for  considering  Chaplains, 
Surgeons,  and  Hospital  Officers  in  future  as  not  proper  Sub- 
jects to  be  retained  as  prisoners  of  War,  unless  any  of  them 
should  hold  Commissions  in  the  Line;  indeed,  I  do  not  see 
that  any  very  ill  consequences  would  ensue  from  liberating 
those  already  in  our  possession.  I  submit  therefore  this  matter 
to  your  discretion,  and  have  the  honor  etc.30 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  16,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
13th.  by  Mr.  Louberdiere37  who  made  so  much  dispatch  that 
he  delivered  it  last  night  about  11  o'Clock. 

Were  we  certain  that  a  pacification  had  advanced  so  far  as 
Your  Excellency  thinks  it  has,  or  could  we  be  assured  that  the 
British  Ministry  were  really  sincere  in  their  offers  which  have 
been  communicated  through  their  Commander  in  Chief  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  I  should  think  your  Excellency  might  without 
any  inconvenience  or  danger  await  the  Orders  of  your  Court 
where  you  now  are,38  and  dismiss  all  your  Waggons;  but  when 

;,"Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

"Louis  Francois  Bcrlrand  du  Pont  d'Aubcvoyc  Laubcrdii.re,  captain  of  Royal  Nor- 
mandie  cavalry  and  aide-de-camp  to  Rochambcau. 
38  At  Baltimore,  Md. 
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we  consider  that  negotiations  are  sometimes  set  on  foot  merely 
to  gain  time,  that  there  are  yet  no  offers  on  the  part  of  the 
Enemy  for  a  general  cessation  of  Hostilities,  and  that  although 
their  Commanders  in  this  Country  are  in  a  manner  tied  down 
by  the  Resolves  of  their  House  of  Commons  to  a  defensive  War 
only,  yet  they  may  be  at  liberty  to  transport  part  of  their  force 
to  the  West  Indies;  I  think  it  highly  necessary,  for  the  good  of 
the  common  cause,  and  especially  to  prevent  the  measure  which 
I  have  last  mentioned,  to  unite  our  force  upon  the  North  River ; 
and  in  this  opinion  I  am  confirmed  by  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  France 
to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  which  he  has  been  good  enough 
to  leave  open  for  my  inspection;  they  are  as  follows, "  From  the 
different  accounts  I  can  collect  it  seems  to  be  the  design  of  Eng- 
land to  make  a  general  Peace,  but  the  demands  on  one  side  and 
the  other  will  render  a  conclusion  extremely  difficult,  and  in 
that  case,  that  Power  will  spare  nothing  to  effectuate  a  peace 
with  the  United  States,  and  turn  all  their  efforts  against  us. 
As  to  a  seperate  peace  with  the  United  States  it  will  not  take 
place.  I  am  certain  they  will  not  make  peace  but  in  concert 
with  us."  The  Minister  also  says  to  me  "You  will  judge  better 
than  us  if  it  is  proper  to  march  the  French  Army  or  not.  It  is 
certain  that  it  will  be  necessary  if  the  English  shew  any  dispo- 
sition to  detach  any  considerable  force  to  the  West  Indies." 
What  are  the  intentions  of  the  Enemy  in  this  respect,  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  precisely  to  determine.  Accounts  out  of  New 
York,  but  they  are  not  of  very  good  authority,  still  continue  to 
mention  an  embarkation  to  the  West  Indies.  The  Garrison  of 
Savanna  has  arrived  at  New  York,  and  there  are  some  grounds 
for  believing  that  Charlestown  will  be  evacuated;  should  that 
event  take  place,  and  the  Garrison  come  to  New  York  also,  they 
might  without  danger  detach  considerably,  should  our  force 
continue  divided. 
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Upon  the  whole,  Sir  I  hardly  imagine  you  will  think  it  pru- 
dent to  dismiss  your  Carriages  under  present  appearances  and 
circumstances,  and  if  you  do  not,  the  Cattle  will  be  as  easily 
and  cheaply  subsisted  upon  a  March  as  in  settled  Camp;  should 
an  accommodation  take  place,  and  should  the  Orders  of  your 
Court  call  you  from  the  Continent,  your  embarkation  might  be 
as  easily  made  upon  the  Delaware  or  the  Hudson,  as  upon  the 
Chesapeak.  From  the  foregoing  therefore,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
no  good  consequences  can  result  from  your  remaining  at  Balti- 
more, but  that  many  advantages  may  attend  your  marching 
forward  and  forming  a  junction  with  this  Army.  Actuated  by 
no  motives,  but  those  which  tend  to  the  general  good,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  giving  Your  Excellency  my  sentiments  with 
that  freedom  with  which  I  am  convinced  you  would  ever  wish 
me  to  deliver  them. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  your  Excellency  my  thanks  for  the  atten- 
tion you  have  paid,  not  only  to  the  exchange  of  Colonel  Laumoy, 
but  to  several  others  of  our  Officers.  I  have  the  honor  etc.39 

To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  August  16, 1782. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  Request,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose 
to  your  Excellency  a  passport  for  Mr  Landeg40  of  the  General 
Hospital  at  New  York  to  pass  to  Lancaster  with  Medicines  for 
the  Prisoners  at  that  place  and  York. 

""In  the  writing  of  David  Cobb.  From  the  original  in  the  Rochambeau  Papers  in  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

On  August  16  Washington  wrote  also  to  Chevalier  de  La  Luzerne,  that  he  had 
forwarded  Luzerne's  letter  to  Vaudreuil  by  the  chain  of  expresses  to  Boston.  Wash- 
ington's letter  (as  above)  was  sent  to  Luzerne  to  forward  and  "After  reading  it,  you 
will  be  so  obliging  as  to  seal  and  forward  it  by  Mr.  de  Loubediere,  who  will  go  on 
without  delay."  This  letter  is  in  the  Paris  Archives,  AQ.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs., 
E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

40 Philip  Landeg,  of  the  British  General  Hospital,  at  New  York.  The  draft  of  a  pass- 
port for  Landeg,  dated  Aug.  17,  1782,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  13th.  accompanied  by  the 
Proceedings41  of  a  General  Court  Martial  on  the  Tryal  of  Capt 
Lippincot  and  other  Documents  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  send  me,  were  received  Yesterday. 

After  giving  these  papers  the  most  serious  Consideration, 
I  shall  have  the  Honor  to  give  your  Excellency  a  Reply.  I  have 
the  Honor  etc.42 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  August  17, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  Annexed  you  have  extracts  from  a  letter  of  the 
12th.  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  relating  to  the  proposed  ar- 
rangement of  the  office  of  Field  Commissary  of  Military  Stores. 
It  being  a  matter  intimately  connected  with  your  department, 
I  would  be  glad  of  your  opinion,  and  that  as  early  as  possible, 
that  I  may  frame  my  answer  without  loss  of  time.  That  we 
may  make  a  regulation,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  consonant  to  the 
wishes  and  opinions  of  the  Brigadiers  and  officers  commanding 
Brigades;  keeping  in  view  what  seems  now  the  grand  object, 
Oeconomy,  it  might  be  well  for  you  to  consult  them  after  you 
have  digested  your  own  thoughts  upon  the  matter.  I  am  &c.43 

EXTRACT 

I  should  be  happy  to  have  your  Ideas  the  number  of  persons  to  be 
employed  in  the  department  of  Field  Commisary  of  Military  Stores.  If 
I  remember  right,  it  was  your  Excellency's  opinion  that  the  conductors 

"These  Proceedings  in  the  Washington  Papers  attested  by  Stephen  Payne  Adye, 
Deputy  Judge  Advocate  General,  British  Army  in  America,  with  accompanying 
papers,  a  schedule  of  which  follows  the  above  draft,  were  submitted  by  Washington 
"to  the  Consideration  of  the  General  Officers  the  16th  August  1782." 

42The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

On  August  16  Washington  wrote  briefly  to  Lieut.  Col.  Jean  Baptiste  Joseph,  Cheva- 
lier de  Laumoy,  of  Engineers,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
congratulating  him  on  his  exchange  and  ordering  him  to  join  the  Army.  This  draft  is 
in  the  Washington  Papers. 

43 In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  original  of  the  letter  from  the  Secretary 
at  War  is  in  the  Waashington  Papers. 
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to  Brigades  might  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  care  of  the  Stores 

might  safely  be  committed  to  the  Brigade  Quarter  Masters,  as  also  the 

travelling  Forge  and  Armourers. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  the  following  plan  for 

the  Field  Commissary's  department. 

A  Field  Commissary  and  two  | , ,  .      . 
_      ,  J  >Main  Army 

Conductors  or  Clerks. 


A  Dy.  Commissary  and  two  1  0      . 
„      ,  «,    i  po.  Army 

Conductors  or  Clerks. 


To  PHILIP  JOSEPH  DE  L'ETOMBE44 

Head  Quarters,  August  17, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  10th.  without  Name 
informg  the  Arrival  of  Monsr  Vaudrieul  at  Nantasket.  Your 
Express  who  carried  Letters  for  M  D  Rochambeau,  was  di- 
rected the  safest  Route  to  Philadelphia,  and  left  this  the  14th. 
at  Evening.  I  am  etc.45 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Saturday,  August  17, 1782. 

Parole  Richmond.    Countersigns  Somersett,  Taunton. 

Doubts  having  arisen  how  far  a  Colonel,  or  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Commandant,  is  supposed  to  give  up  the  superintendence 
or  command  of  his  own  regiment  or  Corps  while  commanding 
a  brigade  as  senior  officer  of  it,  detach'd  upon  a  temporary  duty, 
upon  courtmartial,  or  absent  upon  Furlough.  The  Commander 
in  chief  is  pleased  to  make  the  following  determinations  which 
are  to  be  observed  in  future : 

While  a  colonel,  or  Lieutenant  colonel  commandt.  commands 
a  brigade  in  which  his  own  regiment  or  corps  is  included,  he  is 

'French  consul  at  Boston. 
4CThc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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to  issue  his  regimental  orders  as  usual;  he  is  to  sign  all  regi- 
mental returns  and  is  to  order  and  make  all  general  regulations 
for  the  internal  police  of  the  regiment  or  corps  so  far  as  they 
may  be  consistent  with  the  regulations  for  the  order  and  Disi- 
pline  of  the  troops  of  the  united  states.  The  same  will  apply 
when  a  colonel,  or  Lieutenant  colonel  commandant  is  upon 
courtmartial  in  camp  or  garrison  with  his  regiment  or  corps, 
but  when  a  colonel  or  Lieutenant  colonel  commandant  is  de- 
tached upon  a  temporary  duty,  or  absent  upon  furlough  the 
command  of  the  regiment  or  corps  will  naturally  devolve  upon 
the  next  senior  officer,  who  will  issue  regimental  orders  and 
sign  all  returns  which  may  be  called  for  in  the  absence  of  his 
Colonel,  or  Lieutenant  Colonel  commandant ;  but  he  shall  on 
no  account  whatever  presume  to  make  any  material  alteration 
in  the  police  which  may  have  been  established  for  the  internal 
goverment  of  the  regimt.  or  corps :  without  first  consulting  his 
colonel  or  Lieutt.  colonel  commandant,  except  he  should  be  de- 
tached to  such  a  distance,  or  absent  for  such  time  and  at  such  a 
distance  that  he  cannot  communicate  with  him  without  permit- 
ting the  regiment  or  corps  to  suffer  for  want  of  such  alteration 
in  the  mean  time.  The  same  rules  may  in  some  degree  apply 
to  the  conduct  of  general  officers  under  simular  circumstances : 
should  a  Major  General  commanding  a  division  be  necessarily 
absent,  the  eldest  Brigadier  will  of  course  command  the  divi- 
sion during  his  absence;  but  he  is  notwithstanding  to  retain  the 
superintendence  of  his  own  brigade,  issue  Brigade  orders  and 
sign  all  returns  relating  to  it. 

Untill  further  orders  there  is  to  be  no  exchange  of  arms  but 
such  as  may  be  condemned  at  the  monthly  inspection,  the  in- 
spector will  then  give  orders  for  such  numbers  to  be  exchanged 
as  may  appear  to  him  unfit  for  service;  the  inspector  general 
will  review  two  regiments  of  the  ist.  and  one  of  the  2d.  Massa- 
chusetts Brigades  on  monday  the  19th.  instant,  they  are  to  be 
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under  arms  for  that  purpose  on  the  green  at  Westpoint  by  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  Invalid  regiment  will  be  examined  by  the  board  of  In- 
spection on  tuesday  next  10  o'clock. 

A  serjeant,  corporal,  and  12  men  for  fatigue  to  be  sent  from 
the  fourth  Connecticut  regiment  to  the  engineer  this  day  also 
a  corporal  and  four  men  for  fatigue  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 
these  parties  to  remain  on  duty  till  relieved. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  August  18, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favr.  of  the  12th. 
inclosing  sundry  Resolves  of  Congress  to  which  due  attention 
shall  be  paid. 

Your  proposed  arrangement  of  the  department  of  the  Field 
Commissary  of  Military  Stores  is  under  consideration;  the  prin- 
cipal doubt  is  whether  the  Brigade  Quarter  Masters  can  or  will 
undertake  and  execute  the  duty  of  Brigade  Conductors  also; 
General  Knox  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that  a  Dy.  Field  Commy. 
and  two  Conductors  or  Clerks  will  be  absolutely  necessary  at 
West  point  when  that  shall  become  the  grand  deposit  of  our 
Stores,  and  which  it  will  be  when  the  Magazine  of  Fishkill  is 
broken  up.  I  shall  return  you  my  opinion  at  full,  as  soon  as  I 
have  collected  those  of  some  of  the  Officers  upon  the  subject. 
Iam&c.*6 

To  GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  18, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  Congress  having  again  directed  me  to  propose  to  the 
British  Commanders  in  Chief  at  New  York  the  appointment 

''"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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of  Commissioners  to  settle  forthwith  a  General  Cartel  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  taking  care  that  the  Liquidation  of  ac- 
counts and  settlement  of  the  Balance  due  for  the  maintenance 
of  prisoners  be  provided  for  therein.  I  have  this  day  communi- 
cated their  resolution  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby. 

If  the  meeting  now  proposed  should  be  acceded  to,  the  prin- 
cipal parts  of  the  business  which  was  agitated  and  discussed  at 
the  former  will  be  involved  in  it,  and  therefore  the  Gentlemen 
who  were  before  appointed  by  me  would  be  more  proper  than 
any  others,  as  being  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  several 
points  in  controversy,  to  manage  the  conference  upon  our  parts. 
For  this  reason  it  would  be  highly  agreeable  to  me  to  appoint 
you  in  conjunction  with  Major  Genl.  Knox  and  perhaps  a  third 
should  it  be  deemed  necessary,  could  you  make  it  convenient 
to  attend. 

I  shall  be  glad  of  your  answer  as  soon  as  possible,  that  I  may 
be  prepared  to  meet  that  of  the  British  General  and  Admiral 
who  I  make  no  doubt  will  accede  to  our  offer.  I  am  &c.47 

To  MAJOR  WILLS  CLIFT 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  18,  1782. 
Sir :  I  perceive  by  the  written  Report  you  have  forwarded  to 
me  by  Colonel  Humphrys  that  you  have  inadvertently  suffered 
Mr.  William  Livingston  to  pass  to  the  Enemy's  Lines  to  attend 
his  Father  in  Law,  Mr.  Lott,48  who  had  a  Passport  from  the 
Governor  of  N.  Jersey ;  the  Sd  Livingston  having  no  legal  per- 
mission for  the  purpose.  I  am  disposed,  from  your  character  and 
the  circumstances  to  consider  this  as  an  error,  and  misconstruc- 
tion of  your  Orders,  rather  than  a  willful  violation  of  them : 
wherefore  I  have  only  to  caution  you  to  avoid  such  mistakes 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
"Abraham  Lott. 
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in  future,  and  to  declare  that  it  was  my  intention  and  is  my 
positive  Command;  that  after  Passports  are  obtained  in  the 
Manner  specified  in  my  Instructions  of  the  14th.  of  June  1782 
to  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Dobbs'  Ferry ;  No  Person  or  Per- 
sons, besides  those  mentioned  in  the  Passports,  the  Flag  Officer, 
and  those  under  his  immediate  Orders  shall  be  permitted  to  go 
to  the  Enemy's  Lines  under  Sanction  of  such  flags,  or  to  attend 
either  on  any  pretext  whatever ;  except  such  Prisoners  of  War 
as  may  have  Certificates  of  their  Exchange  from  the  Commissy 
Genl  of  Prisoners,  or  one  of  his  Deputies.  Those  Prisoners  to 
pass  by  the  first  flag  that  offers,  unless  upon  application  one 
shall  be  granted  for  the  purpose. 

The  foregoing  to  be  considered  as  a  permanent  Regulation, 
and  this  Order  is  to  be  delivered  with  the  other  Instructions  to 
the  Relieving  Officer. 

The  Prisoners  v/ho  were  reported  by  Cols  Cobb  and  Hum- 
phrys  to  have  been  at  Dobbs'  Ferry  when  they  were  there  may 
be  forwarded  by  the  first  flag.  Receipts  should  be  taken  for 
them  and  delivered  to  the  Commissy  of  Prisoners  on  his  Re- 
turn; the  Wives  of  these  Prisoners  may  also  go  in.  I  am  etc.49 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  August  18, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  After  I  have  seen  the  troops  maneuvered  upon  the 
point  tomorrow  morning,  I  shall  go  down  to  Peekskill  to  look 
at  the  Guard  in  that  neighbourhood.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
order  a  Company  of  light  Infantry  to  march  to  Peekskill  to- 
morrow morning  by  break  of  day  and  there  wait  my  orders. 
They  must  go  provided  with  two  day  provision.  I  am  &c.50 

— [  MS.  H.  S.  ] 

The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
MIn  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENJAMIN  LINCOLN 

(Private) 

Head  Quarters,  August  18, 1782. 
[My  dear  Sir] :  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  pri- 
vate letter  of  the  12th.51  I  cannot  but  think  the  conduct  of 

respecting  the  release  of  Lord  Cornwallis  very  extraordinary. 
Is  it  reasonable  that  Mr.  Laurens  should  be  at  full  liberty  and 
acting  as  a  Commissioner  in  Europe  while  Lord  Cornwallis  for 
whose  liberation  he  pledged  his  own  and  consequently,  as  a 
public  Man  the  honor  of  the  States  is  held  bound  by  his  parole  ? 
Either  disavow  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Laurens's  conduct  and  let 
him  be  remanded  by  the  British  Ministry,  or  set  Lord  Corn- 
wallis at  equal  liberty.  I  am  placed  in  a  very  delicate  situation; 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  has  given  me  official  information  of  the 
transaction  and  has  called  for  a  confirmation  of  Mr.  Laurens's 
act.  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  proper  place,  and  I  can 
obtain  no  answer.  In  my  letters  to  Genl.  Carleton  I  am  obliged 
to  be  for  the  present  silent,  but  I  certainly  must  expect  to  hear 
from  him  again.  Do  my  good  Sir  endeavour  to  obtain  a  decision 
upon  this  matter.52 

Your  public  Letter  of  the  12th.53  covers  a  Resolve  of  the  same 
date  authorizing  me  to  propose  a  meeting  of  Commissioners 

^Not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

52 In  Charles  Thomson's  Notes  of  Debates,  New  York  Historical  Society  Colls:  Rev. 
Papers,  I,  105,  the  Committee  of  Congress  which  reported  on  the  letter  from  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby  to  General  Washington  recommended  (August  12)  that 
Lord  Cornwallis  be  released  "from  his  parole,  in  return  for  the  indulgence  granted 
to  Mr.  Laurens.  But  Mr.  Rutledge,  one  of  the  Com'tt,  inveighed  against  this  with  so 
much  warmth  and  indignation  that  it  was  rejected  with  a  loud  and  general  no  from 
every  part  of  the  house."  But  on  June  28,  previous,  Benjamin  Franklin  had  already 
sent  to  Cornwallis,  from  Passy,  France,  a  release  from  parole,  and  in  his  letter  to 
Livingston,  June  28,  1782,  in  Wharton's  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  vol.  5,  p.  525, 
he  states:  "I  see  by  the  English  Papers,  that  his  lordship,  immediately  on  receipt  of  it, 
appeared  at  court,  and  has  taken  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Peers,  which  he  did  not 
before  think  was  warrantable." 

53 In  the  Washington  Papers. 
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for  establishing  a  Cartel  &c.  [Here  again]  I  am  somewhat  em- 
barrassed, never  having  yet  received  either  the  approbation  or 
disapprobation  of  Congress  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  for- 
mer Commissioners,  Genl.  Knox  and  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris 
altho'  they  were  transmitted  so  long  ago  as  the  30th.  of  April 
last.  It  appears  by  the  Report  of  those  Gentlemen  that  the  nego- 
ciation  was  principally  broken  off  on  account  of  the  disposition 
which  plainly  appeared  on  the  part  of  the  British  Commission- 
ers to  procure  the  exchange  of  their  soldiers  in  our  hands  with- 
out settlement  of  accounts  making  any  payment  or  giving  any 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  large  sum  which  we  conceive 
is  due.  Now  Congress  in  the  Resolve  of  the  12th.  to  which 
I  have  just  referred,  make  no  reference  to  any  former  transac- 
tion, but  authorize  me  to  settle  a  Cartel  "  taking  care  that  the 
liquidation  of  accounts  and  settlement  of  the  Balance  due  for 
the  maintainance  of  prisoners  be  provided  for  therein."  From 
this,  it  may  possibly  be  said,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  they  do 
approve  the  former  proceedings  and  mean  to  make  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  a  preliminary.  But  this  is  an  inference  only 
and  may  be  a  false  one.  And  therefore  I  would  wish  you  would 
be  good  enough  to  endeavour  to  find  out  the  true  meaning  of 
the  House  and  to  procure  a  determination  upon  the  former 
proceedings.  The  same  Commissioners  will  probably  be  ap- 
pointed upon  our  part,  and  could  they  be  assured  their  former 
principles  were  thought  good,  they  would  proceed  with  more 
confidence  upon  a  future  occasion.  I  confess  to  you  I  have 
found  so  many  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  all  former 
transactions  of  this  nature,  that  I  could  ever  wish  Congress  to 
be  as  full  and  explicit  as  possible  as  to  the  points  which  they 
would  have  either  conceded  or  demanded.  I  would  prefer  that 
mode  on  many  Accounts,  as  you  may  easily  conceive,  to  unlim- 
ited powers.  But  what  I  principally  now  want  to  be  assured  of  is 
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whether  they  do  or  do  not  approve  the  conduct  of  the  former 
Commissioners  and  the  principles  which  they  seemed  desirous 
of  establishing.   [With  much  truth  and  afTectn.  I  am  &c.] 54 

*  To  REVEREND  WILLIAM  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  18, 1782. 

Revd  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favor  of  the 
8th.  Ulto.  by  Colo.  Tilghman,  who  arrived  here  abt.  ten  days 
ago,  and  to  whom  I  have  committed  the  charge  of  forwarding 
this  answer. 

To  the  Gentlemen  who  moved  the  matter,  and  the  assembly 
for  adopting  it,  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  honor  conferred 
on  me,  by  giving  my  name  to  the  College  at  Chester,  at  the 
same  time  that  I  acknowledge  the  honor  I  feel  a  grateful  sensi- 
bility for  the  manner  of  bestowing  it;  which,  as  it  will  remain 
a  monument  of  their  esteem,  cannot  but  make  a  deep  impres- 
sion on  my  Mind ;  only  to  be  increased  by  the  Mattering  assur- 
ance of  the  lasting  and  extensive  usefulness  of  the  Seminary. 

If  the  trifling  sum  of  Fifty  Guineas  will  be  considered  as  an 
earnest  of  my  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  this  Seminary,  I  shall 
be  ready  to  pay  it  to  the  order  of  the  Visitors  whenever  it  is 
their  pleasure  to  call  for  it;  it  is  too  trifling  to  stand  in  any  other 
point  of  view,  nor  would  I  wish  it  to  do  so.55  with  much  pleas- 
ure should  I  consent  to  have  my  name  enrolled  among  the 
worthy  Visiters  and  Governors  of  this  College,  but  convinced  as 
I  am,  that  it  never  will  be  in  my  power  to  give  the  attendance 
wch.  by  Lav/  is  required,  my  name  could  only  be  inserted  to  the 

'"'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

00 "I  have  by  a  resolve  of  the  Visitors  and  Governors  of  the  College,  laid  out  your 
Present  of  fifty  Guineas  in  the  Purchase  of  an  Elegant  Air-Pump  and  some  optical 
Instruments,  as  the  Beginning  of  a  Philosophical  Apparatus,  which  we  have  mark'd  as 
your  Excellency's  Gift  to  the  Seminary." — William  Smith  to  Washington,  Dec.  23, 
1782.   Smith's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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exclusion  of  some  other,  whose  abilities  and  proximity  might 
enable  him  to  become  a  more  useful  member. 

When  that  period  shall  arrive  when  we  can  hail  the  blest 
return  of  Peace,  it  will  add  to  my  pleasures  to  see  this  infant 
Seat  of  learning  rising  into  consistency,  and  proficiency  in  the 
Sciences  under  the  nurturing  hands  of  its  founders.  I  have 
the  honor  etc. 

To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  August  18, 1782. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  Excellency's  propositions  contained  in 
your  Letter  of  the  7th  of  July,  and  that  of  the  2d  of  Augst. 
in  which  you  was  joined  by  Rear  Admiral  Digby,  both  which, 
you  have  been  informed,  were  submitted  to  the  Consideration 
of  Congress,  I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency 
the  inclosed  Resolutions  of  that  Hono.  Body. 

To  that  which  respects  the  appointment  of  Commissioners 
for  the  Settlement  of  a  general  Cartel,  I  beg  your  Excellency  to 
give  me  your  early  Answer;  And  request  that  you  will  be 
so  good  as  to  communicate  the  Resolution  to  Rear  Admiral 
Digby,  that  he  may,  if  the  proposition  is  adopted,  join  us  in  the 
Commission. 

That  part  of  your  Letter  of  the  7th.  of  July,  which  respects 
the  Situation  of  Clergymen,  Surgeons,  Physicians  and  Apothe- 
caries, will  become  a  Matter  of  Discussion  at  the  Meeting  of 
the  Commissioners. 

I  will  only  observe  that  with  respect  to  Clergy  men,  those 
Gentlemen,  by  a  Stipulation  entered  into  by  Commissioners 
at  Amboy,  were  exempted  from  being  considered  as  prisoners 
of  War  on  either  Side;  and  those  then  in  Captivity  were  and 
have  been  Since  mutually  released.  I  have  the  Honor  etc/'0 

"The  drafl  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Sunday,  August  18,  1782. 

Parole  Newark.    Countersigns  Princetown,  Brunswick. 

The  General  has  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  army  of  the  total 
recovery  of  the  state  of  Georgia  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  nth.  July  the  British  evacuated  Savannah  leaving  the 
town  and  works  uninjured. 

Of  the  Citizens  who  have  returned  to  their  Allegiance  near 
two  hundred  immediately  inlisted  in  the  Continental  Battalion 
of  Georgia,  and  it  was  expected  the  corps  would  soon  be  com- 
pleated  without  any  expence. 

Brigadier  General  Wayne  who  commanded  in  that  State 
appears  to  have  merited  great  applause  by  his  conduct  there. 

The  regimental  paymasters  will  apply  to  the  Assistant  Cloth- 
ier general  for  a  further  supply  of  Hunting  shirts. 

The  Inspection  and  muster  of  the  9th.  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment will  take  place  tomorrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

The  second  Connecticut  regiment  for  fatigue  tomorrow. 

The  Officer  who  mounts  at  the  East  ferry  will  see  that  the 
ferry  boats  are  worked  by  the  party  under  his  command  as 
usual. 

Agreeable  to  Major  General  Heaths  order  of  yesterday  the 
following  brigades  and  corps  will  furnish  as  under : 

2d.  Massachusetts  brigade  three  smiths  and  three  carpenters, 
3d.  Massachusetts  brigade  three  Carpenters;  10th.  Regiment, 
four  Colliers. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  19,  1782. 
Sir :  Congress  have  been  already  furnished  with  Copies  of  all 
letters  which  had  passed  between  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
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the  British  Forces  in  New  York  and  myself,  respecting  the 
murther  of  Capt.  Huddy,  previous  to  the  last  of  July.  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  inclose  Sir  Guy  Carletons  letter  of  the  ist 
instant,  (in  reply  to  mine  of  the  25th  ulto.)  and  that  of  the  13th. 
which  accompanied  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  Mar- 
tial for  the  trial  of  Capt.  Lippincot.  The  proceedings,  together 
with  such  other  documents  as  relate  to  that  unfortunate  trans- 
action, I  also  transmit  by  this  opportunity. 

As  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  notwithstanding  the  acquittal  of  Lip- 
pencot,  reprobates  the  measure  in  unequivocal  terms,  and 
has  given  assurances  of  prosecuting  a  further  enquiry,  it  has 
changed  the  ground  I  was  proceeding  upon,  and  placed  the 
matter  upon  an  extremely  delicate  footing. 

It  would  be  assuming  in  me,  to  ascribe  causes  to  actions  dif- 
ferent from  those  which  are  ostensibly  and  plausibly  assigned ; 
but  admitting  that  General  Carleton  has  no  other  object  but  to 
procrastinate,  he  has,  by  disavowing  the  act,  by  declaring  that 
it  is  held  in  abhorrence,  by  not  even  sanctioning  the  motives 
which  appear  to  have  influenced  Lippencot  to  become  the  exe- 
cutioner of  Huddy,  and  by  giving  the  strongest  assurances  that 
further  inquisition  shall  be  made  so  far  manifested  the  appear- 
ance of  an  earnest  desire  to  bring  the  guilty  to  punishment, 
that  I  fear,  an  act  of  retaliation  upon  an  innocent  person,  before 
the  result  of  his  inquisition  is  known,  would  be  considered,  by 
the  impartial  and  unprejudiced  World,  in  an  unfavorable  and 
perhaps  an  unjustifiable  point  of  view,  more  especially,  as  the 
great  end  proposed  by  retaliation,  which  is  to  prevent  a  repeti- 
tion of  injuries,  has  been  in  a  manner  answered :  for  you  will 
please  to  observe,  by  the  extract  of  General  Clintons  letter  of 
the  26th.  of  April  to  Governor  Franklin,"  that  he  had  expressly 

"Gov.  William  Franklin,  royal  governor  of  New  Jersey  and  president  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Associated  Loyalists.  The  court-martial  proceedings  on  Lippincott 
showed  that  Franklin  was  primarily  responsible  for  I  Iuddy's  execution. 
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forbidden  the  Board  of  Directors  to  remove  or  exchange,  in 
future,  any  prisoners  of  War  in  the  custody  of  their  Commis- 
sary, without  having  first  obtained  his  approbation  and  orders. 

The  same  reasons  which  induced  me  to  lay  the  first  steps 
I  took  in  this  affair  before  Congress,  urge  me  to  submit  it  to 
them  at  its  present  stage.  It  is  a  great  national  concern,  upon 
which  an  individual  ought  not  to  decide.  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
favored  with  the  determination  of  Congress  as  early  as  possible, 
as  I  shall  suspend  giving  any  answer  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  untill 
I  am  informed  how  far  they  are  satisfied  with  his  conduct 
hitherto. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter,  without  making  a  remark  upon  that 
part  of  Sir  Guys,  in  which  he  charges  me  with  want  of  human- 
ity, in  selecting  a  Victim  from  among  the  British  Officers  so 
early  as  I  did.  He  ought  to  consider,  that  by  the  usages  of  War 
and  upon  the  principles  of  retaliation,  I  should  have  been  justi- 
fied in  executing  an  Officer  of  equal  rank  with  Capt.  Huddy, 
immediately  upon  receiving  proofs  of  his  murther,  and  then 
informing  Sir  Henry  Clinton  that  I  had  done  so.  Besides,  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  have  foreseen  that  it  would  have  been 
so  very  long  before  the  matter  would  be  brought  to  some  kind 
of  issue.  I  have  the  honor  &c.°8 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Monday,  August  19, 1782. 

Parole  Ringwood.    Countersigns  Dresden,  Meathe. 

The  honorable  the  Congress  having  thought  it  necessary  at 
this  juncture  to  pass  the  following  resolutions,  the  Commander 
in  chief  takes  occasion  to  communicate  them  to  the  Army : 

In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  This  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  August 
26  and  referred  to  John  Rutledge,  Thomas  McKean,  and  James  Duane.  On  October 
15  John  Witherspoon  and  Turbutt  Wright  were  added  to  the  committee. 
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By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  August  12th.  1782. 

Whereas  from  the  late  publications  the  people  throughout  the  United 
States  may  be  induced  to  believe  that  Congress  have  received  authentic 
communications  upon  the  subject  of  an  approaching  peace: 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  August  the  2d,  1782,  from  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  and  Admiral  Digby  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  be  made  public. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  consider  the  above  letter  as  mere  matter  of 
information,  inexplicit  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  independency 
directed  to  be  proposed  by  the  British  plenipotentiary;  and  as  Congress 
have  received  no  information  on  this  subject  from  their  ministers  for 
negotiating  a  peace,  therefore  no  public  measures  can  or  ought  to  be 
taken  upon  it  in  its  present  form. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recomended  to  the  several  states 
in  the  union,  not  to  remit  of  their  exertions  for  carrying  on  the  war  with 
vigor,  as  the  only  effectual  means  of  securing  the  settlement  of  a  safe  and 
honorable  peace. 

The  sentiments  contained  in  the  foregoing  are  too  just  and 
obvious  to  need  discanting  upon ;  the  General  therefore  flatters 
himself  that  both  officers  and  soldiers  so  far  from  relaxing  in 
the  least  from  that  laudable  spirit  which  at  present  actuates 
them,  will  rather  increase  their  endeavors  to  render  them- 
selves perfect  in  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations.  They 
may  be  assured,  that  the  readiest  way  to  procure  a  lasting  and 
honorable  peace  is  to  be  fully  prepared  vigorously  to  prose- 
cute War. 

NB  The  Letter  alluded  to  in  the  above  resolutions  is  that  of 
the  2d.  of  August  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief  which  having  been  already  pub- 
lished in  most  of  the  Newspapers  it  is  thought  unnecessary  to 
transcribe  into  General  orders. 

Two  Captains,  four  subs,  eight  Serjeants  and  one  hundred 
Rank  and  file  from  the  10th.  Massachusetts  regiment  will  to- 
morrow releive  the  fatigue  party  from  the  Rhode  island  regi- 
ment now  assisting  Colonel  Hughes,  Deputy  Quarter  Master, 
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in  removing  the  Barracks  from  Fishkill ;  they  will  continue  on 
that  duty  untill  the  work  is  compleated  or  untill  relieved. 

The  Rhode  island  regiment  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to 
march  on  Thursday  the  22d.  instt.  for  the  relief  of  the  posts 
of  Dobbs  ferry,  Stoney  and  Verplanks  points. 

The  Light  Companies  of  the  second,  third  fourth,  and  fifth 
Connecticut  and  eighth  Massachusetts  regiments  to  march  for 
the  relief  of  the  infantry  now  on  the  lines  the  same  day.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Newhall  will  command  them.  A  surgeon  from 
the  first  and  a  Mate  from  the  second  Massachusetts  Brigades 
will  march  with  this  party. 

Joshua  Warren  of  the  5th.  and  Ebenezar  Bird  of  the  9th. 
Massachusetts  regiments  artificers  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Engi- 
neers in  the  room  of  Zebidiah  Wallace  and  John  Curtis  of  the 
same  regiments  discharged  from  the  works. 

For  fatigue  the  first  Massachusetts  regimt. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Tuesday,  August  20, 1782. 

Parole  Westpoint.    Countersigns  Peekskill,  Verplanks. 

At  the  general  court  martial  of  which  Colonel  Micheal  Jack- 
son is  president,  Ensign  Abbott59  of  the  10th.  Massachusetts 
regiment  was  tried  for  ungentlemanlike  behavior  in  casting 
reflections  on  a  late  regimental  court  martial  whereof  Captn. 
Lunt00  or  Captn.  Taylor01  was  president;  in  particular  in  say- 
ing that  a  certain  soldier  who  was  brought  before  the  Court 
would  have  been  punished  if  there  had  not  been  partiallity  used 
(meaning  by  the  members  of  the  said  court). 

59  Ensign  Josiah  Abbot.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment 
in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  November,  1783. 

Capt.  Daniel  Lunt,  of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 

aCapt.  Othniel  Taylor,  of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  retired  in  Jan- 
uary, 1783. 
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The  court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  Ensign  Abbott 
in  conversation  said  that  a  certain  soldier  who  was  brought  be- 
fore a  courtmartial  would  have  been  punished,  had  there  not 
beenpartiallity  used.  And  that  in  so  saying  he  conveyed  a  reflec- 
tion on  the  courtmartial  which  tried  the  said  soldier,  which  from 
the  evidence  appears  to  have  been  the  Court  of  which  Captn. 
Taylor  was  president,  in  breach  of  article  5th.  section  18th.  of 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  sentence  that  Ensign  Abbott 
be  repremanded  in  regimental  orders. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the  Court. 
It  is  to  take  place  accordingly. 

At  the  same  Court  Ensign  Daniel  Parker62  of  the  eight  Mas- 
sachusetts regiment  was  tried,  charged  with  exceeding  the  lim- 
its of  his  furlough  or  leave  of  absence  four  hundred  and  eighty 
five  days  from  the  expiration,  and  neglecting  to  join  his  regi- 
ment when  called  upon  so  to  do  agreable  to  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

The  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  the  charges 
against  Ensign  Parker  are  supported,  that  he  has  been  notified 
agreable  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  Dec.  the  6th.  1779,  to  join 
his  regiment  and  that  he  has  neglected  so  to  do,  or  to  give  satis- 
factory reasons  for  his  remaining  absent  therefrom  and  there- 
fore sentence  him  to  be  cashiered. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  and  directs 
that  Ensign  Parkers  pay  cease  from  the  expiration  of  the  date 
of  his  furlough. 

At  the  same  Court  Stephen  Witt  a  soldier  was  tried  charged 
first  with  having  deserted  the  three  years  service,  being  inlisted 
and  mustered  as  one  of  the  Massachusetts  quoto  in  Colonel 
Lee's03  regiment  in  1777.  2d.  Reenlisting  in  the  Massachusetts 

""Ensign  Parker  had  been  transferred  (according  to  Hcitman)  to  the  Tenth  Massa- 
chusetts Regiment  in  January,  1781. 

""'Col.  William  Raymond  Lee's  Additional  Continental  regiment. 
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Levies  for  nine  months  in  the  1778.  3d.  Not  joining  the  regi- 
ment to  which  he  was  assigned  when  ordered  in  the  year  1778. 
4th.  Deserting  the  service  in  the  year  1778  after  being  mustered 
and  received  among  other  Levies  by  a  Continental  officer  at 
Fishkill. 

The  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  the  several 
charges  against  the  prisoner  are  supported  and  that  he  is  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  the  first  and  third  articles  of  the  6th.  section  of 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  sentence  him  to  receive 
one  hundred  lashes  on  his  naked  back,  and  that  he  undergo 
stoppages,  not  exceeding  half  his  pay  till  he  pays  the  sum  of 
Fourteen  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  four  pence  Massachu- 
setts Currency,  being  the  expence  which  incurred  in  appre- 
hending and  bringing  him  to  trial. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  sentence  and  orders 
it  put  in  execution. 

The  3d.  Massachusetts  regiment  will  releive  the  guards  and 
fatigue  parties  now  on  duty  from  the  4th.  Connecticut  regi- 
ment for  seven  days  commencing  the  22d.  instant. 

For  fatigue  tomorrow  the  4th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

A  subaltern  and  twenty  men  to  be  sent  from  West  point 
this  day  to  remove  the  barracks  from  Fishkill  landing  and  two 
gun  boats  from  Wappings  creek,  the  Garrison  Quarter  master 
will  give  the  necessary  directions. 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  CAMBRAY 

Head  Quarters,  August  21,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  12th.  instant.  Were  it 

reduced  to  a  certainty  that  your  exchange  would  not  be  effected 

for  a  considerable  time  to  come,  I  should  have  no  objection 

to  recommending  your  request  for  liberty  to  visit  France,  to 
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Congress.  But  as  the  ofTer  which  I  have  just  made  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  of  appointing  another  meeting  of  Commissioners 
may  possibly  be  productive  of  an  exchange  of  a  number  of  Offi- 
cers, I  think  your  application  had  better  stand  suspended  till 
we  see  the  issue  of  the  proposed  meeting. 

I  return  your  Certificates  for  the  present,  without  adding 
my  name  to  diem,  not  because  I  have  any  doubt  of  your  abili- 
ties and  merit,  but  because  I  would  wish  to  do  more  than  barely 
signify  that  due  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the  honorable  testi- 
monials already  in  your  possession,  which  is  all  I  could  do, 
having  never  had  the  pleasure  of  commanding  you  personally. 
I  hope  before  you  return  to  France  to  be  able  to  speak  from  my 
own  knowledge.  I  am  &c.G4 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Wednesday,  August  21,  1782. 

Parole  Danbury.    Countersigns  Milford,  Nile. 

The  Light  infantry  of  this  army  is  to  be  organized  and  com- 
manded in  the  following  manner: 

The  four  flank  companies  of  Massachusetts  from  the  1st.  to 
the  4th.  regiment  inclusive  to  compose  a  battallion  under  the 
orders  of  Major  Oliver,  four  others  from  the  5th.  to  the  8th.  to 
compose  another  battallion  under  the  orders  of  Major  Ashley ; 
these  two  battalions  to  form  a  regiment  and  to  be  commanded 
by  Colonel  Henry  Jackson. 

The  two  remaining  flank  companies  of  Massachusetts,  the 
flank  company  of  the  5th.  Connecticut  and  that  of  Rhode 
Island  is  to  form  a  Battalion  under  the  command  of  Major 

01  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Dexter.65  The  four  companies  of  Connecticut  from  the  first 
to  the  4th.  inclusive  to  compose  another  battalion  under  the 
command  of  Major  Smith66  and  these  two  battalions  to  form 
a  regiment  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Webb.67 

The  four  light  companies  of  the  York  and  Jersey  line  to  form 
a  battalion  under  the  command  of  Major  Forman.68 

Those  of  the  Newhamshire  and  the  Canada  regiment  will 
do  duty  with  their  respective  regiments  untill  further  orders. 

The  Corps  of  Light  infantry  to  encamp  forthwith  on  the 
high  ground  in  front  of  Peekskill  and  to  be  commanded  by 
the  senior  officer  'till  further  orders. 

The  duty  on  the  Lines  is  to  be  done  by  them  as  usual. 

Major  General  Knox  will  be  pleased  to  annex  two  pieces  of 
Light  artillery  to  this  corps. 

The  Brigades  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  and 
New  Jersey  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  an 
hours  warning.  Those  at  Westpoint  and  in  the  vicinity  of  it 
will  move  by  water. 

The  Quartermaster  General  will  without  Loss  of  time  make 
a  proportionate  distribution  of  all  the  boats  in  repair  (and  not 
appropriated  to  other  indispensably  necessary  uses)  to  the  sev- 
eral brigades  according  to  their  strength,  the  Quarter  masters 
of  which  are  without  delay  to  remove  them  to  the  nearest 
convenient  Landing  to  their  respective  brigades,  place  guards 
over  them,  and  are  to  be  responsible  for  the  safe  keeping  and 
care  of  them  till  further  orders;  so  soon  as  this  order  is  com- 
plied with  report  thereof  is  to  be  made  at  Head  quarters,  to- 
gether with  the  number  and  kind  of  boats  delivered  to  each 

^Maj.  John  Singer  Dexter. 

MMaj.  David  Smith. 

"Col.  Samuel  Blatchley  Webb. 

^Maj.  Jonathan  Forman,  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  was  made  lieuten- 
ant colonel  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment  in  February,  1783,  and  served  to 
November,  1783. 
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brigade.  In  this  distribution  the  brigades  of  York  and  Jersey 
are  to  receive  a  due  proportion. 

The  relief  of  the  infantry  on  the  Lines  is  postponed  untill  it 
can  take  place  agreable  to  this  days  orders  of  which  Major 
Ashly  is  to  be  informed. 

The  Commanding  officers  of  Infantry  regiments  will  please 
for  the  present  to  appoint  an  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  to 
their  respective  regiments  from  the  subalterns  of  the  infantry. 

The  Director  of  the  hospitals  or  Physician  to  the  Army  is 
requested  to  appoint  a  Surgeon  and  Mate  to  each  regiment  of 
infantry  from  the  regimental  surgeons  and  Mates. 

Such  men  of  the  Invalid  corps  as  have  not  been  Inspected 
will  be  collected  on  fryday  next  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing at  Fishkill  landing  where  the  Gentlemen  composing  the 
board  will  be. 

Colonel  Nicola  will  releive  the  guards  at  Wappings  Creek. 

For  fatigue  tomorrow  2d.  Massachusetts  Regiment. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  August  21,  1782. 

Sir:  I  inclose  to  you  Copies  of  two  Letters  which  I  have 
received  from  Brigr.  General  Hand  in  Consequence  of  the  late 
Arrangement  of  the  Adjutant  Genl's.  Department. 

When  I  wrote  you  the  16th.  instant,  I  did  not  know  that 
Genl  Hand  had  obtained  any  knowledge  of  the  Arrangement, 
nor  did  I  intend  to  have  communicated  it  to  him,  untill  I  had 
[submitted  those  inconveniences  which  appeared  to  me  to  have 
escaped  the  attention  of  Congress.] 

At  the  same  Time  that  I  pray  you  to  lay  these  Letters  before 
Congress,  I  cannot  refrain  to  observe,  that  it  is  with  the  highest 
regret  that  I  am  brought  to  part  with  an  Officer  of  Genl  Hands 
Abilities  from  the  Office  of  Adjutant  General;  an  Office  which, 
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so  long  as  he  has  Sustained  it,  he  has  exercised  with  very  great 
[accuracy,]  Attention  and  professional  Knowledge. 

However  necessary  and  desirable  it  is,  to  practice  the  strictest 
Economy69  in  all  our  Affairs,  yet  great  Care  is  requisite  in  its 
Exercise.  If  Economy  is  the  governing  principle  in  the  present 
Arrangement  of  the  Adjutant  Genl's  Department,  we  should 
do  well  to  consider,  whether,  while  we  are  makg.  provision  for 
one  of  the  most  important  Departments  of  the  Army,  we  shall 
act  consistently  with  our  professed  principles,  by  placing  [  (con- 
trary to  the  practice  of  all  other  Armies)  ]  the  Emoluments  on 
such  a  footing,  as,  instead  of  formg  inducements  to  Gentlemen 
of  the  first  Abilities  to  accept  the  Office,  we  only  obtain  those 
whose  Capacity  is  equal  only  to  the  Acceptance  of  the  Office 
without  an  Ability  to  discharge  its  Duties,  [consequently  by 
attempting  to  save  a  few  dollars  in  the  pay  and  emoluments 
involve  the  public  in  expences  of  a  much  more  serious  nature 
and  the  whole  Army  in  disorder  and  confusion  from  a  want 
of  knowledge  or  inattention  for  I  need  not  observe  to  you  Sir 
that  it  is  not  every  good  Man  or  even  good  Officer  that  can 
make  a  good,  Adjutant  General.] 

To  an  officer  of  your  knowledge  and  Experience  in  Military 
Service,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  mention,  that  an  Adjutant 
General,  whose  Duties  are  of  the  [highest  trust,  and  of  the] 
most  interesting  and  important  nature  to  the  Army,  cannot  be 
taken  from  too  high  a  Grade  of  Officers.  And  this  Observation 
may  perhaps  bear  a  particular  Application  to  the  Army  of  the 
United  States. 

If  the  Ideas  of  Congress  in  this  Arrangement  are  not  unalter- 
ably fixed,  I  could  wish  Measures  might  be  adopted,  that  would 
retain  Genl  Hand  in  his  present  Office.  With  much  Regard  etc. 

69In  this  and  the  same  word  in  the  next  sentence  Trumbull's  "speed"  writing 
caused  him  to  spell  economy  according  to  modern  usage. 


50  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [Aug. 

Private 

P.  S.  What  can  Induce  Congress  to  restrain  the  Issues  of  the 
full  Numbers  of  Rations  to  any  Officer  in  the  Army  which  his 
Rank  entitles  him  to  ?  when,  if  they  mean  fair,  it  is  to  the  public 
a  mere  Matter  of  Moonshine,  whether  the  Financier  pays  the 
Value  of  them  to  that  Officer  if  he  does  not  draw  them,  or  to 
the  Contractors,  if  he  does  ? 

Can  these  things  fail  to  irritate,  and  irritating,  are  they  not 
pregnant  with  mischief  ?  Is  it  policy,  is  it  Justice  to  keep  a  Sore, 
constantly  gangreened,  when  no  good  End  is,  or  possibly  can 
be  answered  by  it  ?  Should  men,  who  have  endured  more,  and 
received  less  of  their  pay  than  any  other  Class  of  people  in 
public  Service,  have  so  little  Consideration  or  Attention  paid 
to  their  Interests  or  Comforts  ? 

Would  to  God,  false  policy,  Inattention  or  something  else, 
may  not  be  productive  of  disagreement  which  will  prove 
irreconcilable.70 

To  COLONEL  BENJAMIN  TUPPER 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  21, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  In  posting  Officers  to  the  Light  Infantry  for  this 
Campaign,  I  neither  forgot,  nor  meant  to  neglect  you ;  so  far 
from  it,  I  intend  to  convince  you  of  my  sense  of  your  Merit  by 
this  proof  of  my  attention  [and  an  assurance  that  under  a  com- 
paritive  view  of  all  circumstances  the  arrangement  as  now 
made  appeared  most  likely  to  promote  the  Public  service  in 
generl.] 

At  the  same  time,  that  I  was  conscious  you  had  a  kind  of 
claim  to  the  appointment  from  your  rank,  character,  zeal  for 

™The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  The  portions  in  brackets 
are  in  the  writing  of  Washington. 
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the  service  in  general,  and  proper  behaviour  the  last  year; 
I  thought  your  continuing  with  your  own  Regt.  would  be  more 
beneficial  to  the  public  Interest,  and  full  as  reputable  to  your- 
self, as  a  command  in  the  Light  Corps;  because  if  we  should 
come  to  serious  operations  of  any  kind  the  Brigade  to  which 
you  belong  would  in  all  probability  be  drawn  together,  and 
commanded  by  you,  [for  ought  I  know  to  the  contrary  at  pres- 
ent] and  in  the  mean  time,  your  Regt.  being  detached,  will 
require  your  presence  much  more  than  it  would  otherwise 
do;  your  command  being  thus  in  some  measure  seperate  will 
always  be  respectable  and  may  be  important;  perhaps  too,  cir- 
cumstances may  require  that  you  should  be  employed  at  the 
Northward,  I  do  not  here  speak  of  this  as  a  certainty,  but  as 
a  contingency  which  may  happen. 

I  thought  proper  to  give  you  this  explanation  of  my  Motives 
of  conferring  the  command  on  another,  when  you  might,  from 
what  was  said  last  year,  have  had  some  occasion  to  expect  it 
yourself,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am  etc.71 

To  MAJOR  WILLS  CLIFT 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  21, 1782. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  Bearer  Mr  Richard 
Wells  of  Philada.  who  has  permission  to  go  into  New  York, 
with  a  Flag  to  the  enemy's  advanced  Water  Guard.  And  upon 
his  return  you  will  receive  him  with  whatever  he  may  bring 
with  him  and  send  him  up  to  Head  Quarters  in  one  of  Cap- 
tain Prays  Boats.  You  will  deliver  this  to  the  officer  who  re- 
lieves you,  that  he  may  be  prepared  to  give  Mr  Wells  the  proper 
reception.  I  am  etc.72 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

72The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  August  22, 1782. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  received  your  Favor  of  Yesterday,  and  return 
you  Major  Ashley's  Letter,  with  Daking's73  paper.  You  will 
direct  Major  Ashley  to  order  the  Flag  with  Mr  Daking  to 
return  immediately  to  the  Enemy's  Lines.74 

As  this  is  the  second  instance  in  which  Genl  Birch 7o  has  con- 
travened my  Intentions,  in  granting  Flags  to  come  from  the 
Enemys  Lines  by  other  routes  than  that  of  Dobb's  Ferry ;  you 
will  be  pleased  to  write  to  that  Gentleman  and  inform  him, 
that  if  any  other  flags  are  sent  out  by  any  other  Way  than  the 
established  post  of  Dobb's  Ferry,  they  will  be  positively  de- 
tained as  prisoners. 

The  inclosed  Letter  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  to  Dobbs 
Ferry  to  be  forwarded  to  N  York.  With  much  regard  etc.76 

[MS.H.S.] 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  VILLEFRANCHE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  22, 1782. 
Sir:  Upon  your  application  to  the  Adjt. General  for  a  number 
of  Men  from  the  Marching  Regts  to  be  employed  as  Blowers 77 
in  the  Works  under  your  direction,  the  Men  are  ordered  to  be 
furnished  accordingly,  that  the  Works  may  not  stand  still  for 
want  of  their  assistance;  but  I  must  inform  you,  Sir,  it  was  my 

'"William  Darking  (Daking),  formerly  a  sutler  in  the  Second  Battalion,  British 
Light  Infantry. 

"On  August  26  a  passport  was  made  out  permitting  Darking  to  go  to  Lancaster  to 
settle  his  accounts.  It  bears  the  note:  "Sent  down  to  the  Comg  Officer  at  Dobbs  ferry 
to  be  given  to  Mr  Dorking."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

'Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  Birch,  commandant  of  New  York.  He  was  colonel  of  the 
Seventeenth  Light  Dragoons  and  a  brigadier  general  of  the  British  Army  in  America. 

7<iIn  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

''  Followers  of  the  art  in  gunnery  practice  of  fixing  time-fuse  plugs  in  shells  so  as  to 
blow  them  out  without  bursting  the  shell. 
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full  expectation,  that  this  species  of  business  would  always  have 
been  performed  by  the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Miners;  if  their 
experience  prevents  them  at  this  time  from  accomplishing  this 
necessary  part  of  their  duty,  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  them, 
without  loss  of  time,  so  far  instructed  in  it  as  in  future  to  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  Draughts  from  the  Line  for  this  or  for 
simular  purposes. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  it  was  with  a  particular  view  of  their 
utility  in  Works  of  this  kind,  that  the  Corps  was  instituted,  and 
allowed  greater  pay  than  the  Regts  of  Infantry  are  intitled  to. 
I  am  etc.78 

To  ABRAHAM  SKINNER 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  22, 1782. 
Sir:  To  prevent  any  confusion  and  irregularity  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commissy  of  Prisoners,  which  might  ensue  upon  your 
leaving  the  Office  abruptly  in  consequence  of  the  late  arrange- 
ment of  that  Department;  it  is  my  request  you  will  continue  to 
perform  the  functions  of  the  Office  of  Commissy  Genl  of  Pris- 
oners, untill  the  accounts  can  be  settled,  and  the  business  and 
Papers  of  the  Department  so  arranged  as  that  your  retiring 
from  it,  will  not  be  attended  with  any  ill  consequences  on  the 
part  of  the  Public.  I  am  etc. 78 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Thursday,  August  22, 1782. 
Parole  Massachusetts.    Countersigns  Boston,  Salem. 
Corporal  Henry  Beels  and  James  Hill  of  the  1st  Massachu- 
setts regiment  Lemuel  Smith  2d.  do.  Thomas  Fisher,  James 

78  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Clark,  and  James  Anderson  3  do.  Barnabas  Potter,  and  Daniel 
Blanchard  9th.  Massachusetts  regiment,  Blowers,  are  to  be  sent 
to  Major  Villefranche  commanding  Engineer  at  Westpoint  to 
follow  his  directions  untill  further  orders. 

A  surgeon  from  the  third  and  a  Mate  from  the  second  Massa- 
chusetts regiment  will  join  Colonel  H.  Jacksons  regiment  of 
Light  infantry. 

A  Surgeon  from  the  5th.  Connecticut  regiment,  and  a  Mate 
from  the  1st.  Massachusetts  Brigade  will  join  Colonel  Webbs 
regiment. 

The  Mate  of  the  1st.  New  York  regiment  will  join  Major 
Formans  Battallion  of  Light  Infantry. 

The  5th.  Massachusetts  regt.  for  fatigue  tomorrow. 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  August  23, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Wells,  who  handed  me  your  several  Favors  of 
the  8th.  9th  and  13th,  arrived  here  on  the  21st.  and  was  imme- 
diately furnished  with  Passports  from  me  to  proceed  to  the 
Enemy's  out  posts. 

If  he  succeeds  in  his  purposes  and  brings  out  any  thing  to  my 
Care,  I  shall  most  cheerfully  comply  with  your  Request  in  re- 
ceiving and  disposing  of  it.70 

Colo.  Tilghman  communicated  to  me  your  Ideas  respecting 
the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  to  the  Army.  I  agree  with  you 
that  as  the  Office  will  be  of  the  highest  importance  and  trust, 
the  Officer  should  be  a  Man,  not  only  of  Ability,  but  of  the  most 
established  character  in  as  much  as  very  much  would  depend 
upon  his  decisions,  especially  between  the  Contractors  and  the 

'"Morris  hoped  Wells  would  be  able  to  briny  out  considerable  sums  of  money  from 
New  York. 
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Army.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  a  civil  Character  could  be  found, 
he  would  answer  better  than  a  military  one,  as  the  Contractors 
would  perhaps  think  a  military  Man  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the 
Army.  A  Civil  Character  well  acquainted  with  business  would 
on  many  accounts  answer  better  than  a  military,  for  instance 
where  purchases  are  to  be  made  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  of 
the  Contractors,  or  to  lay  up  Magazines  should  the  Army  have 
occasion  to  march  suddenly  and  secretly  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
Contractors  for  the  moving  Army.  This  you  will  observe  is 
given  as  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  not  with  a  wish  to  in- 
fluence your  choice.  Could  I  recommend  a  proper  person  I 
would  chearfully  do  it,  but  as  I  have  no  such  at  present  in  my 
view  I  shall  be  fully  satisfied  with  any  Gentleman  whom  you 
may  think  qualified.  Iam&c.80 

OPINION  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  A  COURT- 
MARTIAL81 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  23,  1782. 

The  first  and  second  Questions  could  only  be  answered  gen- 
erally, not  as  applying  to  the  present  case;  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Court  of  Enquiry  produced  to  the  Court  Martial  not  being 
dated,  approved  or  disapproved  by  Colo.  Cortland  who  or- 
dered it.82 

Upon  the  last  Question  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  of 
opinion:  That  the  Court  ought  to  proceed  against  Ensign 

""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.,  and  Tench  Tilghman. 
This  document  is  titled  by  David  Cobb:   "The  Opinion  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  given  at  the  request  of  the  Court  Martial  whereof  Colo.  Mil.  Jackson  was 
President." 

82At  this  point  the  draft  has  the  following  crossed  out:  "General  Answer  to  Quest. 
1st:  A  Court  of  enquiry  is  not  final  and  therefore  an  officer  tho  acquitted  by  such  a 
Court  may  be  brought  to  trial  before  a  Court  Martial.  The  acquittal  before  a  Court  of 
enquiry  will  Certainly  operate  much  in  the  prisoners  favor,  do.  Quest.  2d:  While  the 
conduct  of  an  Officer  is  under  enquiry  by  order  of  a  superior  Officer,  no  inferior  has 
a  right  to  arrest  him  for  the  same  crime  while  his  conduct  is  under  consideration." 
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Bloodgood83  upon  the  charge  of  behaving  in  an  infamous  and 
scandalous  manner  on  the  last  of  January  or  beginning  of 
February  last  &c.  &c. 

But  he  is  of  opinion  that  he  cannot  be  tried  by  this  Court 
upon  the  other  charge;  it  appearing  to  him  that  the  crime 
alledged  against  him  was  committed  before  he  entered  the 
Continental  service.84 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  August  23,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
21st.  and  am  obliged  by  the  communication  it  contains;  so 
much  time  hath  elapsed  since  the  party  under  Brandt  is  said 
to  have  set  out,  that  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  report  either 
false  or  that  they  must  have  been  recalled,  as  they  would  had 
they  proceeded,  have  been  down  at  Conojohary  long  since. 

I  have  reed,  nothing  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  in  the  political 
line,  since  his  letter  of  the  2d.  and  I  believe  nothing  has  been 
yet  communicated  by  our  own  Commissioners  in  Europe  or  to 
the  Minister  of  France  from  his  Court  on  the  subject  of  pacifi- 
cation. I  have  the  honor  etc.84 

To  COLONEL  LEWIS  NICOLA 

Head  Quarters,  August  23, 1782. 
Sir:  Lieut.  LaMont8'J  late  of  your  Regiment  having  repre- 
sented to  me,  that  in  consequence  of  his  Dismission  from  the 
Service,  and  being  in  an  advanced  Stage  of  Life,  he  is  reduced 

"Ensign  William  Bloodgood,  of  the  First  New  York  Regiment.  He  resigned  in 
December,  1782. 

"■'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

8jLicut.  William  Le  Mont  (La  Mont),  of  the  Invalid  Regiment. 
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to  a  precarious  prospect  of  future  Support  for  himself  and  Fam- 
ily: and  praying  that  I  would  recommend  him  to  the  public 
for  Half -pay.  I  am  obliged  to  inform  him,  that  considering  the 
cause  and  circumstances  of  his  dismission,  it  would  be  highly 
improper,  yea  impossible,  for  me  to  comply  with  his  request.86 
But,  as  he  may  have  some  Concerns  to  settle,  and  some  Ar- 
rangements to  make  previous  to  his  retiring  to  his  Home,  I  have 
to  desire  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  Order  that  he  may  draw 
his  Rations,  so  long  as  he  remains  about  Camp,  not  exceeding 
one  Month  from  this  date;  in  which  Time  it  is  probable  he  will 
be  enabled  to  retire  from  the  Army.  I  am  &c.87 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Friday,  August  23, 1782. 

Parole  Rhode  Island.    Countersigns  Providence,  Newport. 

The  Army  being  now  to  assemble  and  take  the  field  in  the 
immediate  presence  of  their  general,  He  announces  his  resolu- 
tion that  perfect  dicipline  shall  be  observed,  as  well  on  parade, 
in  the  duties  of  the  Camp  and  service  of  the  guards,  as  in  the 
general  ceconomy  and  order  of  the  Line. 

The  General  expects  the  same  unabating  ardor  and  atten- 
tion will  be  seen  in  perfecting  the  troops  in  their  exercise  and 
Mancevres  which  have  already  been  productive  of  such  aston- 
ishing effects;  relying  on  the  ability,  experience  and  zeal  of  his 
officers,  the  patience  docility  and  fortitude  of  the  soldiers,  he 
promises  himself  the  good  conduct  of  this  army  will  here- 
after be  cited  as  a  pattern  of  imitation  for  Military  men,  and 
that  their  past  service  and  atchevements  are  but  a  presage  of 
a  richer  harvest  of  glory  in  prospect;  under  such  auspicious 

80Le  Mont  had  been  dismissed  on  Aug.  i,  1782.  His  letter  to  Washington  (Aug. 
18,  1782)  is  indorsed  by  Trumbull  "cant  be  done.  Col.  Nicola  to  order  Rations  for 
one  Month."  Le  Mont's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

87 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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circumstances  he  contemplates  with  infinite  pleasure  the  mo- 
ment; which  shall  again  unite  our  standards  with  those  of  our 
generous  and  gallant  Allies  in  the  face  of  the  common  enemy; 
that  happy  moment  he  flatters  himself  is  not  far  distant. 

The  General  courtmartial  of  which  Col.  Putnam  is  president 
is  dissolved. 

For  fatigue  tomorrow  8th.  Mass  Regt. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  24, 1782. 

Parole .    Countersigns . 

Major  General  Knox  will  please  to  order  a  field  piece  to  each 
brigade.  The  Light  infantry  are  to  receive  no  more  notwith- 
standing the  order  of  the  21st.  for  two. 

No  more  Artillery  is  to  be  taken  into  the  feild,  'till  further 
orders.  But  the  remainder  of  that  corps,  the  Sappers,  and 
Miners,  10th.  Massachusetts  regimt,  and  corps  of  Invalids  are 
for  Garrison  and  other  duty  at  Westpoint  the  command  of 
which  for  the  present  is  given  to  Major  General  Knox. 

The  10th.  regiment  and  regiments  of  invalids  are  to  remove 
to  the  point;  the  guards  of  the  latter  are  to  remain  'till  releived 
from  the  Garrison.  When  the  Army  march  the  regiment  then 
next  for  fatigue  is  to  remove  to  Westpoint  to  be  relieved  weekly, 
and  as  the  object  of  it  is  to  aid  the  Garrison  in  the  execution  of 
the  very  necessary  and  important  works  which  are  carrying  on 
at  that  place,  the  Commander  in  Chief  most  earnestly  exhorts 
the  Commanding  and  other  officers  of  it  and  those  which  fol- 
low in  succession  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  facilitate  them 
as  the  season  is  advancing  fast  when  the  work  must  cease. 

As  the  Troops  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  West  point  are  to 
move  by  water  the  general  desires  that  as  few  horses  as  possible 
may  be  brought  to  the  Army  because  it  will  be  very  difficult 
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as  well  as  expensive  to  provide  for  them,  and  those  which 
must  of  necessity  be  there  will  be  injured  in  proportion  as  the 
number  is  encreased.  This  restriction  extends  also  to  Waggons 
of  which  there  can  be  occasion  but  for  very  few  as  the  Camp 
will  be  near  the  water. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  will  provide  Straw  for  the 
Army  and  have  it  deposited  (under  a  Guard)  at  Verplanks 
point  without  delay. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ALEXANDER  McDOUGALL 

Head  Quarters,  August  24, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  two  Favors  of  the  23d.  Your 
Resolutions  respecting  the  prosecution  of  Major  Genl  Heath, 
are  very  agreable  to  me;  your  reasons  are  good  and  do  honor  to 
your  own  Heart. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  Sentiments  on  the  mode  of  get- 
ting Wood  for  the  Garrison  of  West  Point;  your  Observations, 
founded  in  knowledge  and  Experience,  will  prove  useful.  My 
attention  has  been  for  some  time  past  turned  to  this  necessary 
Provision,  which  will  begin  to  be  executed  immediately  on  the 
Collecting  the  Army  together,  and  I  hope  will  be  compleated 
with  Dispatch  and  to  good  Effect.  I  am  etc.88 

To  COLONEL  TIMOTHY  PICKERING 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  24, 1782. 
Sir :  The  Commander  in  Chief  having  determined  to  seize  the 
first  Moment,  after  the  Troops  have  taken  their  new  position, 

88 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

On  August  25  Washington  wrote  to  Heath  that  General  McDougall  had  dropped 
the  prosecution  of  his  charges  against  Heath  and,  as  "there  is  little  probability  of  any 
active  service  in  the  Field,"  granting  Heath  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  Boston.  This  let- 
ter is  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 
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to  employ  a  number  of  them  in  cutting  Wood  for  the  Gar- 
rison of  West  Point;  and  as  the  summer  is  now  far  advanced, 
he  wishes  this  necessary  business  may  be  accomplished  as  early 
as  possible :  to  effect  this  he  requests  you  to  have  the  Axes  im- 
mediately fitted  with  Helves  and  conveyed  toVer  Planks  Point, 
where  they  should  be  lodged  in  the  care  of  the  Officer  Com- 
manding the  Garrison,  untill  called  for.  Grindstones  will  also 
be  requisite  at  the  same  place. 

The  General  farther  commands  me  to  advise  you,  he  con- 
siders it  highly  expedient  that  Sloops  and  water  Craft  sufficient 
for  the  transportation  of  the  fuel  to  the  Garrison,  should  be 
provided  by  the  time  the  Wood  can  be  cut  and  hauled  to  the 
bank  of  the  River;  the  execution  of  this  business  he  the  rather 
urges  may  be  instantly  entered  upon  with  spirit,  because  the 
Navigation  up  the  River  will  become  every  day  more  precarious 
and  difficult,  after  the  Northerly  Winds  set  in,  which  commonly 
prevail  through  the  Autumn  as  well  as  Winter.  His  Excellency 
therefore  desires  you  to  take  the  whole  execution  of  this  busi- 
ness, which  he  considers  as  very  important,  under  your  imme- 
diate direction  and  superintendance.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  His  Excellency  suggests  whether  it  will  not  be  eligible 
to  contract  for  the  transportation  of  Wood  at  a  certain  stipu- 
lated rate  pr  Cord.89 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  DAVID  FORMAN 

Head  Quarters,  August  25, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  been  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  18th.  and  am 
much  obliged  by  the  readiness  and  Zeal  you  manifest  in  your 

80Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "D  Humphrys  A.  D.  C." 

On  August  24  Washington  wrote  briefly  to  Maj.  Gen.  William  Heath,  approving  his 

suggestion  of  having  4  light  infantry  Companies  "doing  the  Duty  of  the  Lines" 

instead  of  5.  This  letter  is  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 


1782]  JERSEY  BRIGADE'S  MARCH  61 

Endeavours  to  obtain  the  Intelligence  I  wish  to  receive  from 
NYork. 

It  is  really  very  extraordinary  that  no  British  fleet  has  yet 
appeared  upon  our  Coasts,  in  pursuit  of  the  french  squadron, 
which  are  now  safely  arrived  in  Boston  Harbour. 

Your  Chain  of  Expresses  may  extend  to  Morris  Town,  where 
the  Q  Master  will  be  directed  to  receive  and  forward  your  Dis- 
patches without  Delay;  the  particular  Route  to  Morris  Town 
you  will  judge  better  than  I  can;  my  only  preference  would 
be  given  in  favour  of  Safety  and  Expedition.  With  much 
Esteem  etc.90 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ELIAS  DAYTON 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  25, 1782. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  commence  the  March  of  the 
Jersey  Brigade  by  the  left  on  thursday  Morning  the  29th  Inst, 
towards  the  Hudson.  Your  movements  will  be  conducted  so 
as  to  reach  King's  Ferry  on  the  Evening  of  the  third  day's 
March:  the  Route  will  be  by  Dodds',  Suftrans,  and  Kakeate, 
near  the  first  mentioned  place  you  may  halt  the  first  night,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  SufTran's  the  second ;  this  will  nearly  divide 
the  distance  and  make  your  Marches  regular  and  easy.  On  your 
arrival  at  your  destination,  you  will  send  an  Officer  to  Head 
Quarters  and  receive  further  Instructions. 

No  officers  or  Soldiers  capable  of  marching  are  to  be  left 
behind;  except  20  of  the  Invalids  or  Weakest  Men  from  both 
Regts,  with  a  proportion  of  Non  Commissd  Officers,  v/ho  are 
to  remain  under  the  Orders  of  a  vigilant  Subaltern  Officer,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Huts,  and  other  public  property,  or  Reg- 
imental Baggage.  Captain  Schaack  will  be  left  in  charge  of 
this  Officer,  who  will  be  answerable  for  his  safe  keeping. 

The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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Relying  on  the  discipline  of  your  Troops,  and  the  regularity 
of  your  Order  of  March ;  I  do  not  think  it  neecssary  to  give  you 
particular  Orders  to  prevent  your  Men  from  straggling,  com- 
mitting depredations,  or  injuring  the  good  People  of  the  Coun- 
try thro'  which  you  will  pass;  I  shall  therefore  only  recommend 
to  the  Corps  a  strict  attention  to  military  propriety  in  every 
respect,  and  wish  them  an  agreeable  March  to  join  the  Army. 
I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  You  will  leave  Capt  Asgill  on  Parole  at  Morris  Town 
untill  further  Orders.91 

To  COLONEL  PHILIP  VAN  CORTLANDT  OR 
OFFICER  COMMANDING  THE  NEW  YORK  BRIGADE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  25, 1782. 

Sir :  On  thursday  Morning  the  29th  Inst  you  will  march  the 
New  York  Brigade  by  the  left,  towards  Kings  Ferry,  at  which 
place  you  will  arrive  on  the  Evening  of  the  2d.  day's  march, 
having  divided  the  distance  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  most 
convenient  to  the  Troops,  as  well  as  the  Teams.  You  will  report 
to  Head  Quarters  thro'  an  Officer  immediately  on  your  arrival 
at  Kings  ferry,  and  receive  farther  Orders. 

You  will  bring  on  every  Officer  and  Man  of  the  Brigade  who 
is  not  detained  by  Sickness  or  inability,  except  a  Sub.  and  20 
of  the  Levies  (from  the  two  Regts)  who  are  to  be  left  as  a  Gar- 
rison for  the  Block  House  in  the  Clove  during  the  Campaign. 
The  Baggage  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  field  may  be  left 
in  charge  of  this  Officer  or  in  any  other  place  of  safety. 

The  high  reputation  of  the  New  York  Brigade  for  regularity 
and  discipline,  assures  me  the  March  will  be  conducted  in  the 
best  Order  imaginable;  wishing  it  may  be  agreeable  I  am,  etc.02 

01  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
°2Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  25, 1782. 

Sir:  You  will  move  your  Legion  from  their  present  Canton- 
ment, by  the  directest  route  to  Pines  Bridge  or  the  nearest  con- 
venient place  for  forage  on  this  side  the  Croton;  Calculating 
your  distances,  and  making  your  stages  in  such  a  manner  as 
that  you  will  arrive  at  the  point  of  destination,  on  Saturday  the 
31st  Inst  without  failure.  You  will  send  notice  to  me  of  your 
arrival,  and  receive  farther  Instructions. 

Some  previous  arrangements  respecting  Forage  may  be  nec- 
essary on  your  route,  to  prevent  inconveniencies  and  irregulari- 
ties. I  shall  rely  on  your  attention  to  have  the  march  conducted 
in  the  most  military  and  soldierlike  Manner,  and  am,  etc.93 

To  COLONEL  TIMOTHY  PICKERING 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  25, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  inform 
you,  that  the  York  and  Jersey  Brigades  are  ordered  to  march 
to  Kings  Ferry.  This  communication  is  made  with  a  view  of 
giving  you  an  opportunity  of  regulating  your  Measures  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances,  in  case  any  thing  new  should  be  neces- 
sary in  your  department,  in  consequence  of  the  Movement. 

The  General  proposes  going  to  Ver  Planks  Point  to  morrow 
morng,  if  he  should  not  receive  Letters  by  the  Post  to  day, 
which  shall  detain  him;  he  will  wish  you  to  accompany  him, 
and  will  have  a  seat  vacant  in  his  Barge  for  you. 

His  Excellency  likewise  wishes  you  to  provide  sixteen  small 
flags  as  signals  for  the  Boats,  viz,  eight  of  white  cloth,  of  any 
size  you  think  proper  from  18  Inches  to  3  feet  square;  and 

83  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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eight  others  of  blue,  red,  or  green.  These  flags  he  would  have 
fixed  each  upon  a  convenient  staff,  to  be  made  use  of  for  the 
purpose  abovementioned.  The  cloth  may  be  of  almost  any 
quality  provided  the  Colors  are  such  as  can  be  readily  distin- 
guished. I  am  etc.94 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  VILLEFRANCHE 

Head  Quarters,  August  25, 1782. 

Sir :  In  my  Letter  to  you  of  the  22d  I  had  no  Idea  of  casting 
any  Reflexion,  upon  you,  for  the  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
Sappers  and  Miners,  in  the  Art  of  Blowing.  I  meant  only  to 
convey  to  you  my  Expectation  of  that  being  a  particular  Branch 
of  their  Instructions,  and  that,  if  they  were  not  already  in- 
formed in  that  necessary  part  of  their  Duty,  they  might  be 
instructed. 

The  latter  part  of  my  Intentions,  I  am  glad  to  find,  you  are 
engaged  to  fulfil,  that  they  have  not  been  heretofore  informed 
in  the  Branch,  I  do  not  lay  to  your  particular  Charge,  having 
ever  viewed  your  Services  in  a  very  favorable  Light.  I  am  &c.9° 

To  COLONEL  WILLIAM  SHEPARD 

Head  Quarters,  August  25, 1782. 

Sir :  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  25th.  expressing  your 
Sentiments  respecting  the  Appointment  of  Brigadiers  to  the 
Massachusetts  Line. 

Notwithstandg  the  Delay  of  Congress  in  making  the  promo- 
tions to  that  Rank,  which  I  have  recommended  some  Time  ago, 
yet  I  do  not  despair  of  their  Doing  it  when  they  have  Leisure  to 
attend  to  its  necessity.  I  would  therefore  beg  you  not  to  be  hasty 
in  your  Conclusions  on  this  point;  but  exercise  patience,  and 

wThc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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give  Congress  Time,  among  their  other  numerous  and  impor- 
tant Affairs,  to  attend  to  this. 

But  were  your  Resolutions  fixed,  and  your  Mind  determined, 
to  leave  the  Army  immediately,  I  should  not  conceive  myself 
justifiable  in  granting  a  Discharge  to  an  Officer  of  your  Rank 
and  Merits,  without  a  particular  reference  to  Congress.  With 
much  Regard  etc.9G 

To  THE  CONTRACTORS  FOR  THE  MOVING  ARMY 

Head  Quarters,  August  25, 1782. 

Gent :  I  think  it  necessary  to  give  you  notice,  that  the  whole 
Army,  the  Garrison  of  West  Point  excepted,  will  move  down 
and  take  a  position  upon  Verplank's  Point  in  the  course  of  the 
present  Week.  The  Brigades  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  from 
Pompton  and  Morris  Town  will  be  ordered  to  assemble  there 
likewise.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  furnishing  them  with  provisions  agreeable 
to  Contract. 

The  Troops  on  the  lines  will  be  encreased  by  Sheldon's  Le- 
gionary Corps  which  will  call  for  between  three  and  four 
hundred  Rations  pr  diem.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  A  subalterns  Guard  will  be  left  at  the  Jersey  Huts  near 
Morris  Town  and  another  at  the  Block  House  in  the  Clove. 
You  will  take  measures  for  having  them  supplied.97 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Sunday,  August  25,  1782. 
Parole  Poland.    Countersigns  Holland,  Denmark. 
The  Board  of  officers  appointed  to  settle  the  rank  of  the  Sub- 
altern Officers  of  the  Connecticut  Line  have  reported  the 

90The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
97  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghrnan. 
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following  Arrangement,  which  the  Commander  in  chief  is 
pleased  to  approve  and  declare  to  be  final.98 

Doctor  Noyes"  surgeon  of  the  4th.  Connecticut  regiment 
will  join  the  regiment  of  Light  infantry  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel Webb,  instead  of  the  Surgeon  of  the  5th.  Connecticut  regi- 
ment ordered  on  that  duty  the  22d.  instant. 

Those  regiments  that  have  not  already  compleated  their  in- 
fantry companies  to  three  Commissioned  officers  are  desired 
to  do  it  immediately. 

For  fatigue  tomorrow  the  7th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Monday,  August  26, 1782. 

Parole  New  York.    Countersigns  Albany,  Poughkeepsie. 

The  Inspector  of  the  Army  having  reported  that  the  shoes 
delivered  the  troops  are  of  very  bad  quality;  the  Clothier  gen- 
eral thinks  himself  aggrieved  thereby  and  has  solicited  that  an 
inspection  of  the  shoes  now  in  store  may  take  place.  The  Com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  and  corps  will  therefore  assemble 
at  the  Colonade  tomorrow  at  10  o'clock  and  appoint  three  per- 
sons for  that  purpose ;  the  gentlemen  appointed  will  attend  to 
that  business  immediately,  they  may  call  in  to  their  assistance 
any  shoemaker  or  other  persons  acquainted  with  Leather  and 
not  interested  in  the  Contract  and  the  Clothier  may  do  the  same. 

The  report  of  the  Inspection  to  be  made  to  Head  Quarters 
before  the  Army  moves.1 

For  fatigue  tomorrow  3d.  Connecticut  regiment. 

"The  names  of  79  lieutenants  in  the  order  of  the  rank  and  the  number  of  their 
regiments  follow,  but  is  here  omitted. 

°'Dr.  John  Noyes.  He  served  to  November,  1785. 

'Col.  Walter  Stewart  had  written  to  Washington  (August  22)  complaining  of  the 
poor  quality  of  shoes  furnished  the  army  and  inclosed  copies  of  similar  complaints, 
from  seven  officers.  Stewart's  letter  and  the  complaints  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JAMES  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  August  27, 1782. 

Sir:  Doctor  Vache2  formerly  Surgeon  to  the  4th.  New  York 
Regiment  has  made  application  to  Congress,  alledging  that  he 
was  injustly  deranged  from  the  New  York  Line  notwithstand- 
ing he  was  Eldest  Surgeon  of  the  line  and  had  signified  in 
proper  time,  his  desire  of  remaining  in  Service.  As  the  Secy,  at 
War  has  referred  the  matter  to  me  I  must  desire  you  to  acquaint 
me  fully,  what  were  the  reasons  for  which  he  was  deranged  and 
younger  Surgeons  appointed  to  the  Regiments.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  To  prevent  any  misunderstanding  I  must  request  your 
explicit  Answer  in  writing  to  my  Letter  of  the  8th  Inst,  that 
I  may  be  able  to  make  my  arrangements  previous  to  the  Army 
taking  the  field.3 

To  COLONEL  HENRY  EMANUEL  LUTTERLOH 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  27, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Army  will  move  to  Ver  Planks  Point  in  the  course 
of  this  week;  a  provision  of  Forage  must  be  made  for  the  Rid- 
ing Horses  of  the  Army  and  others  which  will  be  necessarily 
employed  there  with  the  Artillery,  Stores,  Baggage,  &c.  The 
number  will  be  small;  but  as  the  Hay  as  well  as  grain  must 
be  brought  from  some  distance,  it  behoves  you  to  make  your 
Arrangements  accordingly  under  the  direction  of  the  Qr  Mastr 
Genl.  and  without  a  Moments  loss  of  time  to  lay  in  a  temporary 
Magazine  either  by  land  or  Water  as  you  shall  judge  best. 
I  am  &c.4 


2 Surg.  John  Francis  Vache  (Vacher,  Vasche).   He  was  deranged  in  January,  1781. 
3 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
4  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HORATIO  GATES 

Head  Quarters,  August  27, 1782. 

Sir:  On  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  17th.  covering  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  15th.  and  inf  ormg.  your  readiness  and 
zeal  to  share  a  part  in  Active  military  Duty,  I  have  assigned  to 
you  a  Command  in  the  Army  under  my  immediate  Direction, 
which  is  now  on  the  point  of  entering  the  field. 

As  soon  therefore  as  you  have  adjusted  your  Concerns  in 
Berkley,  and  prepared  yourself  for  the  Campaign,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  proceed  to  join  the  Army  on  the  North  River.  With 
Regard  etc.5  [n.y.h.s.] 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  August  27, 1782. 

Sir:  The  Letter  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  Copy,  is  this  Mo- 
ment come  to  my  Hand.  Altho  it  is  not  perfectly  authentic,  yet 
so  far  as  it  depends  on  the  Gentleman  who  gives  me  the  Infor- 
mation, I  am  confident  of  his  Intelligence,  and  therefore  do  not 
make  any  delay  to  convey  this  to  you  immediately. 

Any  further  Information  I  can  collect  you  may  depend  on 
receivg  as  early  as  possible. 

I  had  the  Honor  of  your  Letter  of  the  18th6  and  am  much 
concerned  for  the  Misfortune  which  has  attended  the  Magni- 
fique;  but  hope  it  may  not  prove  so  fatal  as  your  fears  suggest.7 

I  am  much  flattered  with  the  idea  which  you  entertain  of 
paying  me  a  Visit  at  my  Quarters.  If  it  should  be  in  your  power, 

r'In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

'Vaudreuil's  letter  of  August  1 8  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

7 The  Magnifique,  a  French  74,  had  been  run  aground  in  Boston  harbor  by  a  Boston 
pilot.  Congress,  on  September  3,  resolved  that  the  America,  a  Continental  74,  then 
building,  should  be  presented  to  France,  through  La  Luzerne,  as  a  mark  of  friendship. 


1782]  THE  ARMY  MOVES  BY  WATER  69 

I  should  think  myself  very  happy  in  receiving  this  Mark  of  your 
Respect.  I  am  &c.8 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tuesday,  August  27, 1782. 

Parole  Bermuda.    Countersigns  St.  Kitts,  Nevis. 

The  Brigade  and  regimental  Quartermasters  except  those  for 
Garrison  duty  with  the  Camp  colour  men  are  to  meet  the  Quar- 
ter master  general  at  Verplanks  point  tomorrow  morning  at 
nine  o'clock  with  such  tools  as  he  shall  direct. 

An  Engineer  will  attend  to  measure  the  ground  and  make 
a  sketch  of  the  camp.  The  Quartermaster  general  will  be  fur- 
nished with  the  order  of  encampment. 

Each  brigade  is  to  have  a  seperate  landing,  within  the  point, 
in  the  order  of  their  encamping  to  which  boats  at  all  times  of 
the  tide  can  have  free  access,  with  these  landings  they  are  to 
open  good  communications  for  the  purpose  of  removing  their 
baggage  and  embarking  and  debarking  the  troops  with  facility. 

The  Brigade  Quarter  Masters  will  make  a  proportionate  dis- 
tribution of  the  boats  which  they  have  received  to  the  regimental 
Quartermasters,  and  these  again  to  the  respective  companies 
that  every  thing  may  be  properly  arranged  previous  to  the  order 
of  embarkation.  The  Brigadiers  will  assign  four  good  oarsmen 
to  each  boat,  and  an  officer  who  has  some  skill  in  the  manage- 
ment to  take  charge  of  them  till  further  orders.  They  will  see 
that  scoops  are  provided  for  freeing  the  boats  of  water  in  case 
they  prove  leaky. 

The  boats  designed  for  the  Jersey  and  York  brigades  may  be 
lent  to  other  corps  which  require  them  most  but  must  be  deliv- 
ered up  when  the  army  gets  to  its  ground. 

sThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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The  amunition  in  the  hands  of  the  brigades  is  to  be  criti- 
cally examined  and  compleated;  the  bad  and  indifferent  to  be 
exchanged. 

Each  soldier  is  to  have  a  good  flint  in  his  musket,  and  an- 
other in  his  Cartouch  box;  this  order  extends  equally  to  the 
Light  infantry. 

The  regimental  sick  (unable  to  march  and  improper  to  be 
taken  into  the  field)  are  to  be  reported  to  the  director  general 
who  will  order  them  to  proper  Hospitals. 

Before  the  troops  remove  to  their  new  position  it  will  be 
proper  for  the  mens  baggage  and  effects  to  be  thoroughly  in- 
spected and  the  articles  pointed  out  which  they  are  to  carry 
with  them;  they  may  take  all  their  regimentals  into  the  field; 
but  when  they  are  compleated  with  hunting  shirts  it  is  expected 
the  uniform  coats  will  not  be  worn  so  long  as  the  warm  season 
continues,  except  on  particular  occasions,  such  as  on  guards 
formed  on  the  grand  parade,  Inspections,  reviews  &c. 

To  keep  the  Cloathing  in  the  best  possible  order  has  become 
an  object  of  so  much  attention  that  the  general  thinks  it  almost 
superfluous  to  repeat  his  recommendations  especially  as  it  is 
now  universally  considered  that  not  only  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience but  even  the  reputation  of  a  corps  depends  essentially 
upon  keeping  every  article  belonging  to  the  soldiers  in  the  most 
perfect  state  both  for  service  and  appearance. 

The  Quartermaster  general,  the  Engineer,  and  the  person 
having  the  superintendence  of  the  public  Armoury  at  West- 
point  are  called  on  to  make  immediate  return  of  the  men  drawn 
from  the  infantry  regiments  to  serve  as  Artificers,  Lime  burn- 
ers, colliers,  blowers,  &ca.  in  their  several  departments,  speci- 
fying their  names,  the  regiments  they  belong  to,  how  long  they 
have  been  under  their  direction,  when  and  how  employed. 

Congress  having  by  an  act  of  the  23d.  of  July  last  made  a  new 
arrangement  of  that  branch  of  the  Medical  department  in 
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which  Docter  Ledyard  was  employed  and  that  Gentleman 
being  by  such  arrangement  no  longer  in  public  service  is  not 
subject  to  trial  by  court  martial.  All  further  proceedings  against 
him  are  therefore  to  cease  and  the  court  are  immediately  to 
proceed  to  the  Trial  of  the  officers  in  Arrest. 

All  prisoners  in  provost  whose  Crimes  in  the  opinion  of  the 
judge  Advocate  are  cognizable  before  a  regimental  Courtmar- 
tial  are  to  be  ordered  to  their  respective  regiments  for  trial. 

The  Adjutant  general  havingagree'd  to  spare  Captn.Carlile9 
of  Hazens  regiment,  one  of  his  Assistants  to  do  the  duty  of 
brigade  Major  to  the  Corps  of  Light  infantry,  he  will  imme- 
diately enter  on  that  service  and  is  to  be  respected  and  obeyed 
accordingly. 

The  Commanding  officers  of  Light  infantry  Companies  while 
they  are  detached  are  directed  to  make  regular  weekly  returns, 
on  thursdays,  of  the  state  of  their  companies  to  the  Command- 
ing officer  of  the  regiment  they  are  draughted  from. 

For  fatigue  tomorrow  the  9th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  August  28, 1782. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  in 
obedience  to  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  12th.  instant,  I  pro- 
posed a  meeting  of  Commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
a  general  Cartel,  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby, 
which  has  been  acceded  to  upon  their  parts,  as  your  Excellency 
will  perceive  by  the  inclosed  extract  from  Sir  Guys  letter  of  the 
23d.  instant. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  respective  Commissioners,  and 
before  I  can  instruct  those  who  shall  be  appointed  in  behalf  of 

Capt.  John  Carlisle  (Carlile),  of  the  Second  Canadian  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1783. 
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the  United  States,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  determination  of  Congress  upon  the 
following  points :  Whether  I  am  to  confirm  the  exchange  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  for  the  Honble.  Mr.  Laurens  ?  And,  whether 
it  is  their  intention  that  the  proposal  contained  in  the  letter  of 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby  of  the  2d.  of  August  "  to 
exchange  Soldiers  for  Sailors"  on  the  conditions  mentioned 
by  those  Gentlemen,  should  be  acceded  to?  The  last,  should 
we  be  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  liquidation  of  accounts, 
(and  which  we  must  go  prepared  to  suppose  we  shall  be  able 
to  effect)  will  be  the  great  point  in  controversy,  and  as  it  is  one 
of  vast  political  importance,  I  wish  to  be  explicitly  instructed 
by  Congress  upon  it.  As  I  cannot  proceed  further  in  the  busi- 
ness, before  I  am  favored  with  answers  to  the  foregoing,  I  must 
request  your  Excellency  to  be  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  with 
them,  as  soon  as  Congress  shall  have  decided  upon  the  several 
matters.  I  have  the  honor  &c. 

P.  S.  I  reced.  your  Excellency's  favr.  of  the  13th.  inclosing 
Copies  of  the  last  advices  from  the  southward.10 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  August  28, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  Since  my  Letter  of  the  18th.  I  have  taken  an  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  some  more  of  the  Officers  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  annexing  the  duty  of  Brigade  Conductor  to  that  of 
the  Brigade  Quarter  Master  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  he  will 
be  able  to  execute  both.  This  annexation  therefore  with  the 
addition  of  a  Dy.  Commissary  and  two  Conductors  or  Clerks 
for  the  post  of  West  point  (which  are  necessary  for  the  reasons 

In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  Septem- 
ber 3  and  referred  to  Thcodorick  Bland,  James  Duane,  and  Ezekiel  Cornell. 
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given  in  mine  of  the  18th)  to  the  number  proposed  in  yours  of 
the  12th.  will  I  think,  be  competent  to  the  business  of  the  de- 
partment. The  sooner  the  arrangement  is  compleated  the  bet- 
ter. I  have  the  honor  &c. 

PS.  Your  Letter  of  16th.  inclosing  several  Resolutions  of 
Congress  came  to  hand  a  few  Days  ago.11 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ALEXANDER  McDOUGALL 

Head  Quarters,  August  28, 1782. 

Sir :  I  have  been  favored  with  your  private  Letter  of  the  26th. 
In  forming  my  Arrangement  of  Commands  for  the  Army's 
taking  the  field,  not  knowg  how  long  the  Proceedgs  of  Con- 
gress on  your  Trial  might  be  delayed,  and  not  findg  any  other 
Command  so  proper  for  M  Genl  Knox,  under  present  Circum- 
stances, as  that  of  West  point,  where  the  Corps  of  Artillery, 
[ordnance  and  Mility  Stores]  are  to  remain,  and  where  his 
Attention  in  the  particular  Line  of  his  Duty  may  be  usefull, 
I  concluded  to  assign  that  post  to  him. 

The  Resolution  of  Congress  on  your  Trial,  being  now  come 
to  Hand,  and  to  be  published  in  this  Days  Orders,  I  have  as- 
signed to  you  the  Command  of  One  Division  of  the  Army  com- 
posed of  [the  2  Connt  Brigades]  which  I  hope  will  be  agreeable 
to  you. 

I  am  very  sorry  for  the  disagreeable  Situation  in  which  you 
find  your  private  Affairs ;  but  as  the  Army  will  take  their  first 
position  on  Verplanks  point,  where  they  will  probably  remain 
for  some  Time;  and  as  the  Operations  of  the  Campaign  will 
probably  be  rather  inactive,  you  may  have  the  Opportunity  for 
some  Time  at  least,  of  drawg  from  your  Farm  at  Robinsons,  all 

II  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 


74  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [Aug. 

the  Advantages  for  your  Support  at  Verplanks,  that  you  would 
receive  at  West  point. 

If  your  Health  is  on  such  a  footg  as  not  to  admit  your  takg 
the  Field,  I  should  not  expect,  nor  do  I  wish  you  to  move 
with  the  Army;  in  which  Case  you  will  be  at  Liberty  to  remain 
in  such  place  as  you  shall  think  most  beneficial  and  convenient. 
[Iam&c.]12 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  DAVID  FORMAN 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  28, 1782. 
Sir:  I  was  yesterday  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  25th. 
I  am  much  obliged  by  the  intelligence  you  have  forwarded. 
The  List  you  inclosed  appears  to  have  the  marks  of  authen- 
ticity; should  you  find  there  is  any  alteration  in  the  state  of  the 
Enemy's  shipping,  or  should  you  obtain  any  other  important 
information  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  by  an  early  convey- 
ance, in  the  meantime,  I  am,  etc.13 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  VILLEFRANCHE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  28, 1782. 
Sir :  Upon  mentioning  the  subject  of  your  favor  of  the  27th  to 
His  Excellency,  he  was  pleased  to  direct  me  to  inform  you,  that, 
as  the  service  of  many  Engineers  will  not  be  necessary  in  the 
Camp  we  are  about  to  take,  which  indeed  is  but  a  change  of 
Position,  and  as  you  are  so  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  plan 
of  the  Works  now  carrying  on  at  West  Point  and  its  depend- 
encies, he  would  have  you  at  present  continue  to  superintend 
them;  but  in  case  we  should  come  to  serious  operations  in  the 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  The  words  in  brackets  are 
in  the  writing  of  Washington. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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field,  he  will  not  be  unmindful,  in  making  his  Arrangements, 
of  employing  your  Talents  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  useful 
to  the  Public  and  reputable  to  yourself.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
General  proposes  that  all  the  Engineers,  (except  Col  Lamoy 
and  one  other  who  will  be  named  by  him)  shall  be  employed 
under  your  Orders  in  carrying  the  Works  now  in  hand  into 
execution.  I  am  &c.14 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LAUMOY15 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  28, 1782. 
Sir :  The  Army  is  about  to  take  a  position  in  the  field :  it  is 
my  wish  you  would  attend  it  yourself  as  Chief  Engineer,  and 
take  one  other  Officer  of  that  Corps  with  you.  The  remainder 
of  the  Gentlemen  belonging  to  it,  in  this  Department,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  Order  to  West  Point,  to  assist  Major  Villefranche 
in  superintending  and  carrying  into  execution  the  Works  now 
erecting  at  that  Garrison  and  its  dependencies.  I  am,  &c.16 

To  DOCTOR  ISAAC  LEDYARD 

Head  Quarters,  August  28, 1782. 

Sir :  I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  Yesterday  requesting  that  the 
Court  Martial  may  be  ordered  to  proceed  on  your  trial,  not- 
withstanding you  are  dismissed  from  the  Service. 

However  it  might  be  my  wish,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply 
with  your  request;  for  being  no  longer  in  the  Service,  it  would 
be  illegal  for  a  Court  Martial  to  exercise  any  Jurisdiction  over 
you;  and  the  Trial  so  far  as  it  has  proceeded,  must  be  for  that 
reason  considered  as  Null  and  Void. 


"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  the  letter  sent  was  signed  by  David  Humphreys. 

15  Colonel  and  commandant  of  Engineers. 

10  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Your  Dismission  from  the  service  under  your  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances is  certainly  unfortunate,  but  as  that  Dismission 
proceeded,  only  from  the  Office  you  held  being  abolished  it 
cannot  convey  any  Censure  on  your  Conduct.  I  am  &c.17 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  August  28, 1782. 

Sir :  I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  Copies 
of  the  Intelligence  I  yesterday  received  from  General  Forman 
in  Monmouth  County  New  Jersey. 

Altho  there  does  not  appear  to  be  perfect  Authenticity  in  the 
Acco.  which  respects  the  Arrival  of  the  25  Ships  of  the  Line 
under  Sir  Saml  Hood's  Command,  yet  the  probability  of  such 
an  Event,  gives  it  great  credibility.  The  List  of  Ships  already  on 
the  New  York  station,  bears  all  the  Marks  of  good  Information. 

Copies  of  this  Intelligence  were  dispatched  from  my  Quar- 
ters at  6  oClock  last  Evening,  for  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil. 
With  the  highest  Sentiments  etc.18 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Wednesday,  August  28, 1782. 
Parole  Tunbridge.    Countersigns  Upton,  Warwick. 
At  a  General  court  martial  whereof  Major  general  Howe 
is  president  held  at  Westpoint  by  order  of  the  Commander 
in  chief: 

Major  General  McDougall  was  tried  on  the  following 
charges  Vizt. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives, 
/Iff.  Etrang.  Mcms.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 
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ist.  For  Ordering  the  distribution  of  a  quantity  of  boards 
(said  to  be  about  1300  which  were  brought  to  Westpoint  the 
6th.  day  of  December  last  in  a  sloop  commanded  by  Captn. 
Van  Alstyne,  designed  for  the  use  of  the  department)  to  the 
Troops  at  Westpoint  only  when  their  arrival  ought  to  have 
been  reported  to  the  Commanding  general,  or  Deputy  Quar- 
termaster of  the  Department,  that  an  equal  distribution  might 
have  been  ordered,  and  other  troops,  who  equally  needed  them, 
some  of  whom  were  suffering  with  the  small  pox,  might  have 
received  relief. 

2d.  For  not  reporting  to  the  Commanding  general  the  escape 
of  upwards  of  30  prisoners  from  the  provost  at  Westpoint  on 
the  night  of  the  4th.  instant  that  orders  might  have  been  sent 
to  the  outposts  to  take  measures  to  interupt  them  on  their  way  to 
the  enemy,  and  it  being  an  occurence  which  ought  to  have  been 
reported. 

3d.  For  drawing  Orders  on  the  Clothing  store  at  Newburgh 
particularly  on  October  2,  5,  8,  n,  18,  19,  27,  28,  29,  and  No- 
vember 7, 10, 12,  and  18,  and  one  for  a  servant  of  Ensign  Davis19 
without  date,  which  is  the  perogative  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral only,  and  which  he  signified  to  General  McDougall  in  a 
Letter  of  the  26th.  September  last  such  his  orders,  besides  in- 
vading the  right  of  the  Commanding  Genl.  have  involved  some 
of  the  paymasters  in  embarrasments  in  their  accounts  particu- 
larly the  paymaster  of  the  3d.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

4th.  For  writing  a  letter  to  the  Commanding  general  on  the 
16th.  of  December  last  injurious  to  command  and  unbecoming 
an  officer,  the  Letter  as  follows 

West  Point,  Dec.  16, 178 1  7  P.  M. 
Sir:  To  be  prepared  for  every  contingency  which  might  happen  on  the 
river,  to  intercept  our  transportation  Colonel  Putnam  was  out  several 

19 Ensign  Ebenezer  Davis,  of  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  brigade 
quartermaster  to  January,  1783;  lieutenant  to  March,  1783;  served  to  June,  1783. 
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Days  to  reconnitre  the  country  on  both  sides  the  river  for  the  most  prac- 
ticable routes  to  open  roads  to  bring  in  our  provisions  and  forage;  he  had 
not  compleated  it  when  he  was  ordered  on  Court-martial  altho  he  was 
for  that  important  object  kept  of  duty  in  garrison.  The  distress  we  now 
suffer  is  owing  to  his  not  being  able  to  complete  his  observations  there 
being  a  supply  of  flour  above  the  mountains,  but  neither  the  roads  nor 
the  river  was  practicable. 

This  is  one  of  the  disorderly  effects  of  detailing  the  officers  of  this  gar- 
rison with  the  Army,  nor  is  this  the  only  instance  of  disorder  from  that 
Practice.  An  Officer  who  was  on  Main  guard  for  a  week  was  detailed  for 
other  duty;  I  shall  not  enter  into  any  further  discussion  on  this  subect 
'till  the  Commander  in  chief  comes  on,  when  I  shall  apply  to  him  to  have 
this  and  several  other  unmilitary  practices  determined  in  a  more  solemn 
manner  that  can  now  be  obtained,  For  sir,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  I 
know  my  own  rights  and  those  of  the  Garrison,  not  in  speculation,  but  in 
as  long  and  as  attentive  service  as  my  superiors.  In  the  mean  time  sir 
that  service  may  not  be  injured  and  that  the  distressing  and  pressing  calls 
of  humanity  may  be  relieved  I  beg  Colonel  Putnam  may  be  relieved  and 
suffered  to  go  on  that  service,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  etc.  Alexr. 
McDougall. 

Major  Generl.  Heath. 

5th.  For  directing  Colonel  Crane  commandant  of  Artillery 
in  this  department  to  deliver  arms  and  accoutriments  on  the 
16th.  instant  contrary  to  the  general  order  of  the  4th.  instant  and 
threatning  to  send  him  to  the  provost  in  case  of  refusal. 

6th.  For  conversing  before  the  Field  officers  of  the  several 
Corps  stationed  in  the  Garrison  of  Westpoint  who  were  con- 
vened at  his  request  on  the  16th.  January  last,  and  in  a  man- 
ner unbecoming  an  officer,  by  bringing  into  question  General 
Heaths  right  to  command  the  garrison  of  Westpoint,  repre- 
senting his  orders  as  unmilitary,  saying  that  an  officer  was  not 
bound  or  obliged  to  obey  orders  if  he  thought  them  improper 
or  unmilitary,  telling  Colonel  Crane  that  he  had  ill  advisers, 
he  believed  that  General  Heath  had  advised  him;  desiring  Col. 
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Crane  to  take  the  advice  of  the  officers  present  who  he  said  were 
his  Countrymen  and  many  other  things  in  the  course  of  the 
said  conversation,  tending  to  excite  sedition  create  divisions, 
subvert  good  order  and  decepline  and  wound  the  service. 

7th.  For  conversing  before  officers  of  different  ranks  par- 
ticularly on  the  evening  of  the  7th.  January  last  in  a  manner 
unbecoming  an  officer  saying  that  General  Heaths  orders  were 
subversive  of  all  good  order  and  Discipline  and  enjurious  from 
the  Centenel  to  the  eldest  Major  Genl.  in  service,  that  he  sent 
private  commands  to  Colonel  Crane  without  enforming  him 
(General  McDougall)  for  the  removal  of  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  Amunition  from  the  Magazine  and  that  if  such  a  prac- 
tice prevailed  in  the  army  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  an 
Arnold  at  any  time  to  dismantle  and  sell  the  Garrison  and  pub- 
licly relating  some  matters  that  passed  at  a  Council  of  war  at 
Mr.  McGowans~°  1776  respecting  the  retreat  from  New  York 
and  saying  that  none  were  opposed  to  it  but  a  fool,  a  knave, 
and  an  obstinate,  honest  man;  that  general  Heath  was  the 
knave  and  many  other  things  in  the  course  of  the  said  conver- 
sation, such  conversation  tending  to  lessen  confidence  in  the 
Commanding  officer;  to  limit  command,  bring  orders  into  con- 
tempt and  distroy  that  due  subordination  which  is  the  life  of 
decipline  and  the  only  barrier  against  confusion  and  disorder. 
Lastly  For  ordering  two  public  buildings  near  Fishkill  Land- 
ing to  be  pulled  down  in  the  months  of  November  and  De- 
cember last  vizt.  a  bake  house  and  one  other  building  which 
Mr.  Guye  Fisher  was  ordered  to  pull  down  on  the  18th.  De- 
cember last  and  the  materials  to  be  removed  to  Westpoint,  mak- 
ing additions  and  erecting  buildings  at  Westpoint  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  the  Commanding  general  particularly 

^JohnC?)  McGowan. 
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the  additions  to  the  house  in  which  General  McDougall  quar- 
ters and  the  building  for  the  provost  Guard  when  General 
McDougals  command  at  the  post  was  of  a  temporary  nature 
only  and  such  measures  not  warranted  either  by  his  instruc- 
tions or  Military  principles. 

The  Court  on  mature  consideration  of  the  charges  against 
Major  General  McDougall,  the  evidence  in  the  case  and  the 
observations  both  by  General  McDougall  and  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate, are  of  opinion: 

On  the  first  charge  that  Major  General  McDougall  did  order 
the  distribution  of  the  boards  mentiond  in  the  charge  to  the 
troops  of  Westpoint  only,  and  that  he  is  justifiable  in  so  doing, 
because  though  the  boards  in  the  first  instance  might  have  been 
designed  for  the  army  at  large,  yet  as  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  applied  for  the  Quartermaster  was  agreable  to  the  custom 
of  commandants  of  Westpoint  and  specifyed  the  particular 
purpose  for  which  the  boards  were  intended,  were  sent  to  the 
post  on  such  application  and  receipted  for  by  the  officer  who 
received  them  to  be  delivered  at  Westpoint,  he  was  warranted 
in  such  distribution,  without  a  report  being  made  to  the  Com- 
manding general  or  Deputy  Q.  M.  of  the  Department. 

On  the  second  charge  it  appears  to  the  court  that  general 
McDougall  is  justifiable  in  not  reporting  the  escape  of  the  pris- 
oners to  Major  General  Heath  because  the  provost  martial  of 
the  army  was  at  the  post  by  order  of  General  Heath  whose  duty 
it  was  to  make  such  report. 

On  the  third  charge  it  appears  to  the  court,  that  General 
McDougall  did  draw  orders  on  the  Cloathing  store  on  Octo- 
ber 8th.  18th.  19th.  28th.  November  7th.  and  10th.  and  an  order 
for  cloathing  or  Ensign  Davis's  servant  and  that  he  is  justifiable 
in  so  doing  because  it  has-been  customary  and  was  requisite  to 
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service  for  officers  of  different  grades  to  draw  Cloathing  from 
the  Cloathing  store  for  necessitous  soldiers,  detached  issues 
have  been  accordingly  constantly  made  and  there  has  appeared 
to  the  Court  no  orders  to  the  contrary;  it  does  not  appear 
that  General  McDougall  drew  the  other  orders  mentioned  in 
charges. 

On  the  fourth  charge  the  Court  are  of  opinion  that  General 
McDougall  is  justifiable. 

On  the  Fifth  charge  it  appears  that  General  McDougall  did 
order  Colonel  Crane  to  deliver  arms  and  accoutrements  on  the 
16th.  January  last,  and  threatned  upon  his  refusal  to  send  him 
to  the  provost,  or  confine  to  his  room.  But  as  Colonel  Crane 
was  a  member  of  the  Garrison,  and  being  senior  officer  of  Artil- 
lery at  that  time  had  the  Keys  of  the  Military  stores  for  the 
defence  of  the  Garrison,  and  under  the  orders  of  General  Mc- 
Dougall as  Commandant  thereof;  the  Court  are  of  opinion 
that  General  McDougall  was  justifiable  for  giving  the  orders 
and  threatening  to  confine  him  for  a  disobedience  of  them 
notwithstanding  the  orders  of  General  Heath  of  the  4th.  of 
January  last,  relative  to  the  Grand  Magazine. 

On  the  sixth  charge  the  embarrassments  Major  General  Mc- 
Dougall laboured  under  by  the  order  of  Major  General  Heath 
of  the  4th.  of  January  last  and  other  orders  mentioned  in  evi- 
dence, his  official  rights  as  Commandant  of  the  Garrison  being 
thereby  invaded  the  Magazine  shut  against  his  orders  which 
disenabled  him  from  drawing  forth  the  necessary  means  for  its 
defence  in  case  of  any  emergency,  the  garrison  officer,  through 
whom,  Arms,  Ammunition  &ca.  were  attainable,  refusing  obe- 
dience to  his  legal  orders,  and  directing  no  returns  to  be  made 
to  Major  General  McDougall  of  the  state  of  the  Magazine, 
where  stores  were  deposited  for  its  defence,  are  in  the  opinion 
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of  the  court,  sufficient  to  justify  Major  General  McDougall 
in  convening  the  Field  officers  of  the  several  corps  stationed  in 
the  Garrison  on  the  16th.  Jany.  last  and  for  the  whole  of  his 
conversation  with  them  at  that  time;  that  part  of  the  charge 
bringing  in  question  Major  general  Heaths  right  to  command 
the  Garrison  of  Westpoint,  saying  that  an  officer  was  not  bound 
or  obliged  to  obey  orders  if  he  thought  them  improper  or  un- 
military  is  not  supported. 

On  the  seventh  charge  the  Court  find  that  General  McDou- 
gall did  converse  before  officers  of  different  grades  accidently 
met  at  his  quarters  on  the  7th.  of  January  last  and  did  say  that 
General  Heaths  orders  were  subversive  of  all  good  order  and 
discipline,  and  injurious  from  the  Centinel  to  the  eldest  Major 
General  in  service;  that  he  sent  private  commands  to  Colonel 
Crane  without  informing  him  (Genl.  McDougall)  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  considerable  quantity  of  Amunition  from  the  Mag- 
azine; and  that  if  such  a  practice  prevailed  in  the  Army,  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  an  Arnold  at  any  time  to  dismantle 
and  sell  the  Garrison  and  publicly  related  some  matters  that 
passed  at  a  Council  of  war  at  Mr.  McGowans  in  1776  respecting 
the  retreat  from  Newyork  and  said  that  none  were  opposed  to 
it  but  a  fool,  a  Knave  and  an  obstinate,  honest  man  and  that 
General  Heath  was  the  Knave."  and  are  of  opinion  that  the 
time,  the  place,  the  manner  of  expressing  what  is  set  forth  in 
the  charge  and  the  persons  before  whom  he  did  express  it, 
render  such  conversation  unjustifiable  and  in  breach  of  Article 
5th.  sectn.  18th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

On  the  last  charge  it  appears  to  the  court,  that  the  Bake  house 
was  pulled  down  on  an  application  from  Major  General  Mc- 
Dougall to  Colonel  Hughes  the  Deputy  Qr.  Master  by  his  direc- 
tion, that  the  other  building  was  ordered  by  General  McDougall 
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on  the  18th.  Deer,  last  to  be  pulled  down,  but  was  not  pulled 
down  on  that  order,  but  by  order  of  Colonel  Pickering  Quar- 
ter Master  General  and  that  the  materials  were  removed  to 
Westpoint.  That  General  McDougall  did  erect  a  building  for 
a  Provost  Guard  and  made  additions  to  the  house  in  which  he 
quartered  but  it  appears  to  the  Court  from  a  Letter  produced 
in  the  case,  that  General  Heath  knew  and  approved  the  building 
the  provost  guard  house;  therefore  that  General  McDougalls 
erecting  the  same  was  not  as  is  said  in  the  charge  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  the  Commanding  general.  The  Court 
are  of  opinion  that  from  constant  usage  of  Commandants  of 
Westpoint  never  yet  interdicted  General  McDougall  is  justifi- 
able in  making  additions  to  the  house  in  which  he  quarters. 

The  Court  agreabie  to  their  opinion  on  the  several  charges,  do 
fully  acquit  Major  Genl.  McDougall  on  the  first,  second,  fifth  and 
sixth  charges,  on  the  fourth  they  acquit  him,  on  the  third  and  last 
charges  they  fully  acquit  him,  and  think  the  charges  vexatious. 

On  the  seventh  they  sentence  him  to  be  repremanded  by  the 
Commander  in  chief  in  General  Orders. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 

August  15th.  1782. 

The  Proceedings  and  sentence  of  a  General  Courtmartial  on  the  trial 
of  Major  General  McDougall  having  been  ready,  Resolved,  That  Con- 
gress approve  the  sentence  of  the  said  court. 

It  is  with  extreme  reluctance  the  Commander  in  chief  finds 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  carrying  the  sentence  of  the  court 
upon  the  seventh  charge  into  execution  more  especially  as  it 
concerns  an  officer  of  so  high  rank  and  generally  acknowl- 
edged merit. 

The  ill  consequences  arising  from  a  too  free  censure  of  the 
conduct  of  officers  of  superior  by  those  of  inferior  rank  are  too 
obvious  to  need  enumerating.  The  Commander  in  cheif  cannot 
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however  help  remarking  particularly  upon  the  impropriety  of 
one  Member  of  a  Council  of  war  divulging  the  opinion  of  an- 
other (except  in  cases  of  criminality  which  could  not  fail  of 
being  imediately  noticed)  and  undertaking  to  reflect  publicly 
upon  him  for  it;  such  a  liberty  if  allowed,  would  very  often  tend 
to  prevent  an  officer  of  coolness  and  deliberation  from  giving 
his  opinion  in  favour  of  cautious  measures,  lest  the  army  and 
the  world  at  large  should  attribute  his  reasons  to  other  than  the 
real  motive. 

Major  General  McDougall  is  released  from  his  arrest. 

The  General  court  martial  of  which  Major  General  Howe  is 
president  is  desolved. 

The  second  Connecticut  regiment  will  releive  the  guards  and 
fatigue  parties  now  on  duty  from  the  3d.  Massachusetts  for 
seven  days  unless  sooner  releived  commencing  tomorrow. 

For  Fatigue  tomorrow  the  4th.  Connecticut  regiment. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Thursday,  August  29, 1782. 

Parole .    Countersigns . 

The  Honorable  the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
following  Resolve. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  August  14th.  1782. 
Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  5  day  of  October,  1780,  directing 
a  court  of  enquiry  on  the  conduct  of  Major  General  Gates,  be  repealed; 
and  that  he  take  command  in  the  main  army,  as  the  Commander  in 
Cheif  shall  direct. 

The  general  order  of  Encampment,  and  the  order  of  Battle 
for  the  Main  army  this  Campaign  will  be  in  one  Line,  with  a 
reserve,  organized  and  commanded  as  follows: 


1782] 
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The  Reserve  for  the  present  to  consist  of  the  second  Connec- 
ticut and  third  Massachusetts  Brigades  commanded  as  above. 
They  are  to  encamp  when  the  ground  will  admit  of  it  200  paces 
in  the  rear  of  the  line. 

The  park  of  Artillery  with  the  corps  of  Sappers  and  Miners 
(on  their  left)  between  the  two  brigades  which  compose  the 
reserve. 

When  the  reserve  for  want  of  depth  of  ground  is  obliged  to 
encamp  in  the  center  of  the  Line  the  park  and  Corps  of  Sap- 
pers will  do  the  same. 

The  Light  infantry  and  Sheldons  Legion  will  have  no  partic- 
ular places  assigned  them  in  the  general  order  of  encampment 
or  in  the  order  of  battle,  the  orders  of  the  general  will  point 
these  out  occasionally. 

As  Colonels  Greaton,  Dayton,  Sheppard  and  Swift  are  to 
have  permanent  commands  of  the  brigades  to  which  they  be- 
long and  as  Colonel  Cortlandt  will  have  the  same  of  the  York 
brigade  'till  a  senior  officer  of  that  State  shall  join  it,  they  are 
therefore  releived  during  such  permanent  command  from  exe- 
cuting the  regimental  duties  of  their  respective  regiments  as 
pointed  out  by  the  order  of  the  17th.  instant.  They  are  notwith- 
standing to  retain  the  general  superintendence  of  them. 

Major  General  Lord  Sterling  will  be  pleased  to  repair  to 
Albany  and  take  the  immediate  command  of  that  brigade  of 
his  Division  which  is  to  the  Northward  together  with  the  state 
troops  in  that  quarter. 

The  Non  commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  several 
regiments  who  have  been  invalided  by  the  late  board  of  officers 
and  surgeons  are  not  to  take  the  field  with  their  respective  regi- 
ments but  to  join  the  corps  of  invalids.  They  will  receive  proper 
certificates  for  that  purpose  from  the  inspector  of  the  Army, 
who  will  also  furnish  Colonel  Nicola  with  a  List  of  them. 

For  Fatigue  tomorrow  the  5th.  Connecticut  regiment. 
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At  a  general  courtmartial  held  at  Philadelphia  27th.  July 
1782  by  order  of  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  at  War,  Major 
Thomas  L.  Moore  President. 

Serjeant  Nicholas  Bourge  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  was  tried 
for  Desertion  and  advising  others  to  desert  found  guilty  of 
both  charges  and  sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

The  Commander  in  cheif  approves  the  above  sentence,  but  in 
consideration  of  the  recommendation  of  Colonel  Humpton  he 
is  pleased  to  pardon  the  said  Nicholas  Bourge. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  August  29, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Altho  I  must  confess  that  it  appears  to  me  rather 
surprizing  to  have  a  request  for  so  many  Gentlemen,  and  of 
such  Rank,  to  be  absent  from  their  Commands,  at  this  Time 
of  the  Campaign,  on  Business  to  their  State;21  Yet  as  it  is  the 
particular  Desire  of  the  Officers  of  your  Line,  I  give  my  permis- 
sion as  requested,  for  all  the  Gentlemen  except  Major  General 
Knox;  who  cannot  by  any  means  be  spared  from  the  Command 
which  is  given  to  him:  and  besides  that,  I  have  an  Expectation 
of  employing  him  soon  on  another  very  important  business, 
which  cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

The  Surgeon22  mentioned  may  have  permission  to  go  to  Phil- 
adelphia, agreeable  to  request.  With  Esteem  etc.23      [  ms.  h.  s. ] 

21  Heath  had  written  (August  28):  "In  the  present  stage  of  the  war,  the  officers  of 
the  Massachusetts  line  have  thought  it  an  object  highly  interesting  to  them  to  know 
whether  their  state  will  conform  to.  an  ordinance  of  Congress  of  October  1780,  grant- 
ing halfpay  for  life  to  the  officers  who  should  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the 
war  .  .  .  They  have  .  .  .  prepared  a  memorial  to  the  legislature  .  .  .  and  instruc- 
tions to  a  committee  to  be  sent  .  .  .  and  have  requested  me  ...  to  sollicit  your  per- 
mission that  the  officers  chosen  may  proceed  to  Boston."  Heath's  letter  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

"The  surgeon's  name  is  not  given  in  Heath's  letter  of  August  28.  His  errand  was 
to  obtain  payment  for  the  officers  on  Paymaster  Gen.  John  Pierce's  notes. 

23In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  August  29,  1782. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  desire  Enquiry  has  been  made  into  the 
reasons  of  Dr.  Vache  being  deranged  from  Service. 

Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  General  Clintons  Letter  on  that  Sub- 
ject.24 From  that  and  from  what  I  can  learn  it  appears  that  the 
Doctor  had  been  absent  from  his  Regiment  a  very  long  time 
before  the  Arrangement  took  place  and  that  his  ill  State  of 
Health  rendered  him  unfit  to  continue  in  Service;  these  rea- 
sons it  seems  influenced  the  Officers  of  the  Line  in  deranging 
him  and  tho  he  at  first  objected,  yet  from  what  Genl.  Clinton 
says,  it  was  afterwards  understood  that  he  Acquiesced,  and  his 
going  home  immediately  and  remaining  there  to  this  day  with- 
out any  application  whatever,  serves  to  confirm  this  opinion. 
Iam&c.25 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  August  29, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  this  Day,  accom- 
panied with  one  from  Colo.  Canfield  at  Stamford,  informg.  the 
Detention  of  McCorne 2G  and  others  as  Prisoners. 

I  am  pleased  with  the  Conduct  of  Colo  Canfield  and  his  At- 
tention to  his  Duty;  and  as  it  seems  there  is  no  other  Way  to 
reduce  Genl  Birch  to  an  Observance  of  the  Convention  respectg 
the  Place  where  Flags  are  to  be  received,  than  by  the  Detention 
of  such  as  shall  come  in  any  other  Way  than  by  the  Post  of 

21  The  original  of  Gen.  James  Clinton's  letter  to  Washington  of  August  29  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers.  A  copy  of  it  was  inclosed  in  the  above  letter  to  the  Secretary 
at  War. 

The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 

""Peter  Cornc,  Gilbert  Fowler,  James  Jenkins,  "and  a  Mulatto  Fellow"  who  came 
from  New  York  with  a  flag  of  truce. 
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Dobb's  Ferry.  You  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  persons  sent  to 
you  by  Colo  Canfield  to  be  kept  as  close  prisoners  untill  further 
Orders  can  be  taken  respecting  them.  With  much  Regard  etc. 27 

[MS.H.S.] 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  LORD  STIRLING 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  29, 1782. 

My  Lord :  Agreeably  to  the  Orders  of  this  day  your  Lordship 
will  be  pleased  to  repair  to  Albany,  as  soon  as  is  convenient,  and 
take  the  command  of  all  the  Troops  in  that  Department;  after 
which  Colonel  Reid  will  join  his  Regt  on  the  Mohawk  River. 

In  case  of  any  dispute  respecting  command  between  Lt  Col 
Commandant  Reid  and  Col  Willet,  you  will,  my  Lord,  enquire 
into  the  Matter,  ascertain  their  claims  of  rank  and  the  Commis- 
sion under  which  they  act,  and  settle  the  dispute  if  practicable; 
if  it  appears  that  Willet  is  now  acting  in  the  field  as  full  Colo- 
nel, he  will,  I  suppose,  take  rank  according  to  the  practice  estab- 
lished in  such  cases;  if  otherwise,  the  decision  may  probably  be 
made  at  once  upon  the  principles  already  adopted;  but  in  every 
case  I  shall  confide  the  accommodation  of  this  dispute,  to  your 
Lordship's  discretion,  as  well  as  all  the  Minuter  dispositions  of 
Command  and  arrangements  of  the  Department. 

One  thing  however,  I  must  particularly  recommend,  that  all 
superfluous  and  unnecessary  Posts  (if  upon  a  strict  examina- 
tion any  such  there  should  be)  may  forthwith  be  discontinued 
and  broke  up. 

Major  General  Knox  has  instructions  to  draw  from  the  North- 
ward all  the  Ordnance,  Stores,  &c.  which  are  not  absolutely  nec- 
essary there.  The  Qr  Mastr  Genl  will  also  have  directions  to 
transport  some  of  the  public  buildings  from  Albany,  where 
they  are  useless,  to  W  Point,  where  they  are  much  wanted. 

27 In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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As  there  is  a  considerable  Corps  of  state  Troops  serving  in  the 
Northern  Department,  it  is  my  wish  that  the  outposts  may  be 
garrisoned  and  the  detached  duties  performed  by  these  Troops, 
so  far  as  circumstances  and  the  nature  of  the  service  will  admit; 
in  order  that  the  Continental  Regts  may  be  kept  as  compact  as 
possible,  and  held  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  remove,  should  it 
become  expedient  to  order  them  elsewhere  at  a  short  Warning. 

I  have  only  further  to  request  your  Lordship  to  point  your 
attention,  to  the  re-establishment  of  discipline  in  the  regular 
Corps,  to  the  protection  and  security  of  the  frontiers,  as  well  as 
to  the  general  order  and  ceconomy  of  the  Department,  especially 
in  the  issues  of  ammunition;  as  there  have  been  great  abuses  in 
the  consumption  of  this  Article  by  the  Militia  and  Irregular 
Troops  at  the  Northward,  notwithstanding  all  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  to  prevent  it,  you  will  please  therefore, 
my  Lord,  to  suffer  none  to  be  issued,  but  upon  your  own 
Orders,  in  cases  where  it  shall  be  judged  essentially  necessary. 

Whatever  of  importance  shall  occur  during  your  command, 
and  whatever  intelligence  shall  be  obtained  from  Canada  Your 
Lordship  will  take  the  trouble  to  communicate  to  me  by  the 
first  conveyance.28 

To  COLONEL  RICHARD  HUMPTON 

Head  Quarters,  August  29,  1782. 

Sir :  The  Sergeant  has  delivered  Your  Letter  of  the  21st.  inclos- 
ing two  Courts  Martial,  and  the  Returns  of  Recruits  in  Phila. 

Inclosed  is  an  Extract  from  Genl  Orders  respectg  Sergt 
Bourge,  who  upon  your  recommendation  is  pardoned. 

The  proceedgs  of  the  other  Court  Martial  are  returned  to  you. 
The  Court  have  tried  and  sentenced  Wm  Taylor  to  Death. 
In  your  Letter  you  mention  him  under  the  Name  of  Wm 

2,Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Robinson,  as  a  person  proper  for  an  Example,  because  he  is  the 
same  person  who  had  been  pardoned  by  me,  for  a  like  Offence 
when  I  was  last  in  Phila.  You  will  be  pleased  to  explain  this 
Matter.  I  fancy  the  Man  has  an  Alias  Name  which  has  not 
been  noted  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Court.  I  am  &c.29 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO 
MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  29, 1782. 

Sir :  You  are  hereby  appointed  to  the  command  of  West  point 
and  its  Dependencies.  But  as  the  Army  will  lay  for  some  time 
upon  Verplanks  point,  you  will  consider  yourself  as  relieved, 
'till  further  orders,  from  the  care  of  attending  to  that  post, 
Stoney  Point  and  Dobbs's  Ferry,  which  are  part  of  the  depend- 
encies, except  so  far  as  relates  to  their  being  constantly  supplied 
with  the  proper  quantity  of  Ordnance  Stores. 

I  have  so  thorough  a  confidence  in  you  and  so  well  am 
I  acquainted  with  your  ability  and  activity,  that  I  think  it  need- 
less to  point  out  to  you  the  great  outlines  of  your  duty;  I  rec- 
ommend the  following  matters  to  your  attention. 

To  visit  the  Redoubts  frequently;  see  that  they  are  kept  in 
proper  order;  that  the  Garrisons  allotted  to  them  are  alert,  and 
that  they  make  it  an  invariable  Rule  to  sleep  within  the  Works. 
They  should  each  be  furnished  constantly  with  ten  days  Wood 
and  Water,  and  if  the  Contractors  keep  up  such  a  Magazine  of 
Salt  provision  upon  the  Point  as  they  ought  to  do  by  Contract, 
the  detached  Works  should  be  provided  with  ten  days  provi- 
sion also. 

The  Rolls  to  be  frequently  called.  No  Officer  to  be  absent 
without  your  leave,  and  no  non  Commissioned  Officer  or  sol- 
dier without  the  leave  of  a  Field  Officer. 


"°The  draft  is  n  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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The  Quarter  Master  having  reported  a  scarcity  of  Tents,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  remove  the  ioth.  Massachusetts  Regt.  into  the 
Barracks,  that  their  tents  may  be  delivered  up. 

No  Buildings  either  public  or  private  to  be  erected  without 
your  knowledge,  and  when  applications  are  made  to  you  for 
that  purpose,  you  will,  if  the  applications  are  admitted,  direct 
the  commanding  Engineer  to  point  out  the  situations,  that  they 
may  not  interfere  with  the  defences  of  the  place. 

The  public  Buildings  now  carrying  on,  and  the  alterations 
and  repairs  of  the  Works  will  engage  your  particular  attention. 
You  know  the  necessity  of  bringing  them  to  a  certain  state 
before  the  Frost  sets  in.30  [  ms.  h.  s.  ] 

To  COLONEL  TIMOTHY  PICKERING 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  August  29, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  made  an  alteration  in  the 
disposition  of  the  Brigades  on  the  left  of  the  Line,  from  that 
contained  in  the  Order  of  Encampment  given  to  you  two  days 
ago.  The  first  Massachusetts  Brigade  occupies  the  ground  on 
the  flank,  vice  Pattersons,  which  takes  the  place  of  the  1st.  Bri- 
gade, and  in  which  the  Senior  Regt  is  posted  on  the  left,  the 
next  oldest  on  the  right  &c.  This  change  of  disposition  His 
Excellency  desires  you  will  immediately  make  known  to  the 
Quarter  Masters  of  the  Brigades  concerned,  that  the  ground 
may  be  taken  accordingly.  I  have  the  honor  etc.81 

'"In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

J1The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "D  Humphrys  Aid  de  Camp." 

Trumbull  wrote  also  to  Pickering  (August  29):  "that  the  Oars  are  arrived  .  .  . 
a  Distribution  of  them  may  be  made  Tomorrow  without  fail,  as  the  Troops  must 
move  on  Saturday."  Trumbull's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  August  29  Washington  wrote  also  to  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah  Olncy  directing 
him  to  give  Lieut.  Joseph  Whcaton,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  a  passport  to 
enter  the  enemy's  lines;  and  to  Captain  von  Heer  to  put  the  Marechaussce  corps  in 
motion  immediately  for  Crompond,  by  way  of  Newburgh  and  Fishkill  which  he  must 
reach  by  Saturday  evening.  "Upon  your  Arrival  there  you  will  report  to  me  at 
Vcrplank's  point."  These  drafts  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  COLONEL  PHILIP  VAN  CORTLANDT 

Head  Quarters,  August  30, 1782. 
Sir :  In  my  letter  of  the  25th.  I  desired  you  to  send  an  Officer 
to  Head  Quarters  to  report  your  arrival  at  Kings  Ferry.  The 
Encampment  upon  Verplanks  point  being  marked  out,  you 
will  have  no  occasion  to  send  up  the  Officer,  but  upon  your 
arrival  at  Stoney  Point  send  over  your  Brigade  Qr.  Masr.  to 
Verplanks.  He  will  there  find  Mr.  Dernier32  an  Asst.  of  the 
Qr.  Masr  Genl.  who  will  shew  him  the  Ground  for  the  Brigade. 
As  soon  as  he  has  made  the  necessary  arrangements  you  will 
cross  and  encamp.33 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Friday,  August  30, 1782. 

Parole  Congress.    Countersigns  Successful,  Campaign. 

Precisely  at  five  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  the  general  is  to 
beat,  on  which  the  tents  and  baggage  of  the  two  Connecticut, 
and  three  Massachusetts  Brigades  are  to  be  put  into  the  bat- 
teaux;  at  seven  o'clock  the  assemble  will  beat,  when  these  bri- 
gades are  immediately  to  march  and  embark  by  the  right,  pro- 
ceeding in  one  Collumn  to  Verplanks  point  in  the  following 
order:  First  Connecticut,  Second  Connecticut,  Third  Massa- 
chusetts, Second  Massachusetts,  First  Massachusetts. 

The  leading  regiment  of  the  first  Connecticut  Brigade  is  to 
advance  two  hundred  yards  as  a  Vanguard  and  detach  one 
company,  which  is  to  keep  about  a  hundred  yards  in  front  of  it. 

The  boats  of  each  regiment  are  to  keep  a  breast  and  far 
enough  a  part  to  prevent  interference;  the  Companies  will 

=2Henry(?)  Demler. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 


94  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Aug. 

embark  as  they  are  formed  on  the  parade,  and  observe  that 
order.  The  Colonel  to  be  on  the  right  and  the  Lieutenant 
Colonel  on  the  left. 

Between  each  regiment  there  is  to  be  a  space  of  seventy  five 
yards;  between  the  brigades  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards;  and 
between  the  Divisions  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The  Gen- 
eral and  officers  commanding  Divisions  and  Brigades  are  to  be 
at  the  head  of  their  respective  corps;  the  Major  General  fifty 
yards  and  the  Brigadiers  twenty  five  advanced  of  them. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  have  embarked  and  taken  their  dis- 
tances (the  Van  being  nearly  opposite  to  little  Dicks  ferry  or 
M eig's  redoubt)  the  rear  brigade  will  beat  a  march  which  will  be 
repeated  to  the  front  as  a  preparitive ;  three  Cannon  will  then 
be  fired  from  the  park  at  Westpoint  and  the  Collumn  will  im- 
mediately get  in  motion;  the  Musick  of  different  regiments 
playing  alternately,  if  the  situation  of  the  boats  will  admit  of 
it:  the  inspector  of  Musick  will  regulate  the  beats. 

If  any  boat  shall  prove  too  leaky  or  break  its  oars,  or  from 
any  other  cause  is  unable  to  keep  the  line  it  is  to  turn  out  and 
follow  after  in  such  a  manner  as  the  prudence  of  the  officer 
commanding  it  shall  judge  best.  No  batteau  is  to  be  without 
a  commissioned  officer  in  it. 

The  General  Staff  of  the  army  except  the  inspector,  Adju- 
tant, and  Quarter  Master  generals  who  may  assist  in  preserving 
regularity  and  order  in  this  movement  and  all  the  baggage  that 
is  not  in  the  batteaux  with  the  troops  are  to  follow  at  the  dis- 
tance of  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  agreably  to  orders  which  they 
may  receive  from  the  Quarter  Master  general. 

General  and  Staff  officers  Guards  are  not  to  join  their  corps 
on  this  movement  but  may  assist  in  transporting  the  baggage  by 
water  in  order  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  waggons,  this  by  no 
means  to  be  drawn  into  president  in  future.  No  women  to  be 
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admitted  into  the  boats  with  the  troops  on  any  pretence  whatso- 
ever. If  the  boats  are  ensufficient  to  transport  the  troops  (with 
their  baggage)  without  crouding  or  overloading  them  the  sur- 
plusage must  march  by  land  under  proper  officers.  The  sol- 
diers will  take  care  to  fill  their  Canteens  before  they  embark 
as  there  will  be  no  landing  for  water  afterwards.  The  Artillery 
annexed  to  the  brigades  will  proceed  by  land  and  join  their 
respective  corps  at  Verplanks  point. 

SIGNALS  (BY  DAY) 

i st.  If  any  Brigade  or  regiment  in  the  rear  is  unable  to  keep 
up,  the  Brigadier  commanding  it,  is  to  be  informed  of  it,  and 
will  cause  a  white  flag  to  be  hoisted  in  the  boat  where  he  is; 
which  is  to  be  repeated  by  every  brigadier  a  head,  on  which  the 
leading  Brigade  is  to  move  slower. 

2d.  If  the  rear  would  have  the  front  move  faster  a  blue  flag  is 
to  be  hoisted  and  repeated  as  above. 

3d.  For  landing  the  regimental  colours  will  be  hoisted  by  the 
leading  regiment;  repeated  thro'  the  line,  and  kept  displayed 
untill  the  landing  is  effected,  and  the  troops  get  to  the  ground. 

4th.  If  a  halt  should  be  found  neccessary  on  the  passage  by 
the  Commander  in  chief,  or  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Collumn, 
it  will  be  communicated  by  hoisting  both  flags  (the  white  and 
blue)  on  board  the  boat  of  the  brigadier  a  head,  so  as  to  be 
distinctly  seen,  and  repeated  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  rear. 
Upon  which  the  boats  will  lye  upon  their  oars,  and  take  great 
care  to  preserve  their  places,  and  distance  in  the  line. 

SIGNALS  BY  NIGHT 

i st.  For  moving  slower:  a  musket  is  to  be  fired  and  repeated 
by  the  brigadier  as  in  the  day  signal;  allowing  a  minutes  interval 
between  each  discharge. 
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2d.  For  moving  faster :  two  guns  in  like  manner. 

3d.  For  landing  three    Do. 

4th.  For  halting:  a  halt  must  be  called  begining  in  the  front 
and  repeated  from  one  Colonel  to  another  distinctly,  three 
times  to  the  rear,  to  prevent  mistakes,  and  the  confusion  which 
would  consequently  follow. 

When  the  signal  for  landing  is  given,  the  boats  are  to  close 
up  without  crouding  and  row  for  the  shore,  falling  in  upon 
the  left  of  each  other,  in  which  order  they  are  to  debark  at 
their  respective  landing  places,  ascend  the  bank,  and  form  as 
fast  as  they  get  up  into  brigade  Collumns.  In  this  order  the 
head  of  each  Collumn  will  be  conducted  by  the  brigade  Qr. 
Master  to  the  right  of  its  encampment,  where  it  will  display 
to  the  left,  and  each  regiment  take  its  own  ground,  Stack 
their  arms,  bring  up  their  tents  and  baggage  and  establish  their 
camp. 

The  Quartermaster  General  will  furnish  the  Commanding 
officers  of  brigades  with  the  signal  flaggs;  which  are  to  be 
carefully  preserved  by  the  Brigade  Quarter  masters. 

The  General  persuades  himself  that  the  officers  will  exert 
themselves  to  have  this  movement  made  with  great  order  and 
regularity. 

Major  General  Knox  will  be  pleased  to  direct  all  the  boards, 
bunks  &ca.  which  have  been  removed  out  of  the  barracks,  and 
used  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  lay  upon,  to  be  collected  this 
afternoon  and  deposited  safely.  If  any  Sutler  or  trader  is  found 
purchasing  any  of  the  foregoing  articles  from  the  soldiers  they 
may  depend  upon  not  only  having  their  licenses  taken  from 
them  but  being  otherwise  punished. 

For  Fatigue  at  Westpoint  &ca.  for  seven  days  commencing 
tomorrow  the  3d.  Massachusetts  regiment. 


1782]  SUCCESS  OF  WATER  M  OVE  97 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  point, 
Saturday,  August  31, 1782. 

Parole  New  York.    Countersigns  Verplanks,  Stoney  point. 

The  Commander  in  cheif  cannot  help  expressing  his  thanks 
to  the  officers  commanding  divisions,  brigades,  and  corps,  and  to 
the  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  generals  for  their  very  punc- 
tual attention  to  the  orders  of  yesterday,  by  which  the  first  con- 
siderable move  that  has  been  attempted  by  water  was  made 
with  the  utmost  regularity  and  good  order. 

The  Brigade  Quarter  masters  will  see  that  the  boats  of  their 
respective  brigades  are  moored  at  their  own  landings  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  perfectly  safe  in  all  weather.  The  stakes  to 
which  they  are  fastened,  must  be  so  well  driven  as  to  yield  to  no 
wind. 

The  Quartermaster  general  will  furnish  materials  for  repair- 
ing the  boats,  and  the  Brigade  Quartermasters  are  to  see  that  it 
is  immediately  done  by  men  of  their  own  brigades. 

The  rear  guards  of  the  Camp  are  to  have  a  charge  of  the 
boats  and  not  to  suffer  any  of  them  to  be  used  without  orders 
in  writing  from  the  brigade  Quartermasters,  countersigned  by 
the  Brigadier,  or  officer  commanding  the  brigade.  All  persons 
to  whom  boats  are  delivered  agreable  to  these  orders  are  to  be 
responsible  for  them. 

No  Noncommissiond  Officer  or  soldier  except  those  having 
the  badge  of  Military  merit  is  to  go  off  the  Island  or  peninsula 
on  which  we  now  are  encamped  without  a  pass  in  writing 
from  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  he 
belongs.  If  any  should  be  found  off  it  contrary  to  this  order 
they  are  to  be  deemed  Deserters  and  tried  accordingly;  or 
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if  any  soldier  is  discovered  attempting  a  passage  over  the  Creek 
any  where  but  at  the  bridges  on  the  public  roads  leading  to 
Peekskill  and  Tellers  point  it  will  be  considered  as  disobedience 
to  this  order,  and  he  will  be  punished  accordingly. 

Twenty  men  properly  officer'd  are  to  be  placed  as  a  picquet 
at  each  of  the  above  bridges  and  will  see  these  orders  duly  exe- 
cuted :  after  the  publication  of  which  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
forbid  marauding  or  injury  of  private  property  in  any  shape 
whatever;  but  if  there  are  soldiers  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  duty 
and  the  rights  of  Citizens,  that  they  will  in  defiance  of  orders 
attempt  these  things  they  may  rest  assured  of  being  brought 
to  a  summary  trial  and  exemplary  punishment. 

This  order  is  to  be  read  at  evening  roll  call  every  Saturday 
during  the  Campaign. 

The  Light  infantry  are  to  advance  in  front  of  the  army,  and 
take  the  best  ground  at  or  near  the  fork  of  the  roads  leading  to 
this  place  and  peekskill,  they  will  keep  out  proper  picquets  and 
small  scouts  to  patrol  as  far  as  Croton  independent  of  the  bat- 
talion on  the  lines. 

A  Sub  Serjeant,  two  corporals,  a  drum  and  fife  and  twenty 
privates  from  the  first  Connecticut  regiment  for  picquet  at  the 
bridge  on  the  right :  the  same  from  the  first  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment for  Picquet  at  the  bridge  on  the  left. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  i,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
19th.  and  22d.  ulto.  I  shall  order  a  particular  enquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  Auditor  and  Comptrollers  observations  upon  the 
issues  of  provisions  and  shall  inform  you  of  the  result. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  inclose  you  the  Copies  of  Letters  which 
I  have  lately  received  from  Brigadier  General  Clinton  and  Colo. 
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Shepard  on  the  subject  of  the  promotions  to  which  they  con- 
ceive themselves  intitled,  with  my  answer  to  the  latter.34  You 
will  perceive,  that  they  put  their  continuance  in  service  upon 
the  determination  of  Congress  to  promote  them  or  not.  It  is 
therefore  much  to  be  wished  that  such  determination  could  be 
had,  that  they  might  either  be  satisfied  or  know  at  once  that 
their  expectations  are  in  vain.  Colo.  Van  Schaick  of  the  York 
line  keeps  himself  out  of  service  upon  the  same  principles. 

These  matters  put  me  into  a  disagreeable  situation ;  I  am  loth 
to  force  an  Officer  into  service  who  concieves  himself  injured 
in  his  Rank,  and  I  cannot  at  the  same  time  look  upon  myself 
justified  in  permitting  him  to  remain  at  home  'till  his  case  may 
be  decided  upon. 

I  inclose  a  Copy  of  a  final  and  complete  arrangement  of  the 
Captains  of  the  Massachusetts  line,  confirmed  in  General  Or- 
ders of  the  3d.  of  May  last.  Be  pleased  to  order  new  Commis- 
sions to  be  issued  agreeable  to  the  several  Numbers  and  Dates. 

The  late  New  York  papers  announce  the  evacuation  of 
Charles  town  as  a  matter  which  would  certainly  take  place  soon 
after  the  7th.  of  August.  I  have  upon  this  information  written 
to  Major  Genl.  Smallwood35  and  Colo.  Butler36  to  send  for- 
ward to  this  Army  the  Recruits  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania 
which  are  at  Annapolis  and  Carlisle.  I  inclose  the  letters  under 
flying  seals  to  you,  that  you  may  take  the  sense  of  Congress 
upon  the  matter  before  the  orders  are  carried  into  execution. 

Congress  having  determined  what  troops  should  compose 
the  Southern  Army,  I  do  not  think  myself  absolutely  at  liberty 

wFrom  Clinton,  August  30;  from  Shepard,  August  25  and  28.  The  originals  of 
these  letters  and  in  the  Washington  papers.  For  answer  to  Shepard  see  Washington's 
letter  to  Col.  William  Shepard,  Aug.  25,  1782,  ante. 

30  The  draft  of  the  letter  to  Smallwood  is  in  the  Washington  Papers,  dated  September 
1:  "Your  own  presence  I  conceive  will  be  still  necessary  in  Maryland  to  superintend 
the  recruiting  service." 

=6The  draft  of  the  letter  to  Col.  Richard  Butler  is  not  now  found  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 
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to  withdraw  those  which  are  already  there  or  to  stop  the  rein- 
forcements intended  for  them  without  first  consulting  Congress 
and  which  I  mean  to  do  thro'  you.  So  long  ago  as  the  18th. 
of  March  last,  I  calculated,  from  appearances,  upon  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  southern  States  and  I  then  wrote  to  General  Greene 
to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  Northward  the 
moment  such  an  event  should  seem  certain.  In  my  Idea  the  In- 
fantry apportioned  to  the  two  Carolinas  and  Georgia  will  be 
sufficient  to  be  left  in  the  southern  Quarter.  The  South  Carolina 
Regiment  of  Artillery  having  been  reformed,  it  may  be  thought 
necessary  to  leave  the  small  remains  of  Harrison's  and  late  Proc- 
ters there.  It  will  be  necessary  also  to  consider  what  Corps  of 
Horse  shall  remain.  If  Armands  Legion  have  not  yet  moved 
from  Charlotteville,  They  certainly  ought  not  to  proceed.  Af- 
ter having  consulted  Congress  and  made  the  proper  arrange- 
ments you  will  be  good  eno.  to  inform  Major  Genl.  Greene  of 
the  result  that  he  may  govern  himself  accordingly.  The  diffi- 
culty and  enormous  expence  of  supporting  Troops  to  the  south- 
ward are  sufficient  inducements  to  draw  off  as  many  from 
thence  as  we  possibly  can. 

The  whole  Army,  the  Garrison  of  West  point  excepted, 
which  is  left  under  the  command  of  Major  Genl.  Knox,  moved 
down  to  this  Ground  yesterday.  I  have  sent  Major  Genl.  Lord 
Stirling  to  Albany  to  take  the  command  of  the  two  Continental 
Regiments  and  the  State  Troops  upon  the  Northern  Frontier. 
The  York  and  Jersey  lines  have  joined  me  here.  I  have  the 
honor  &c. 

I  have  reed,  yours  of  the  28th.  ulto.  inclosing  a  list  of  The 
passengers  wanting  to  go  to  so.  Carolina.  I  shall  make  the 
necessary  application  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton.37 

3,The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 


1782]  COMFORT  OF  THE  TROOPS  101 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks,  September  i,  1782. 

Sir:  His  Excellency  directs  me  to  reply  to  your  Letter  of  the 
30th.  ulto  which  was  received  Yesterday  at  this  place. 

Your  Arrangements  for  forage  must  be  made  with  the  Quar- 
termaster Genl  and  forage  Master,  who  will  make  the  best  Sup- 
plies in  their  power. 

As  your  Corps  is  considered  as  part  of  the  Main  Army,  your 
provisions  must  be  furnished  by  the  Contractors  for  the  Mov- 
ing Army;  to  whom  you  will  apply  immediately,  they  have 
already  been  informed  that  you  are  to  compose  part  of  the 
Troops  which  will  be  on  the  Lines. 

The  Dragoons  which  have  been  posted  at  Luddingtons,  may 
now  be  withdrawn  from  thence  and  placed  as  in  the  first 
Establishment  of  the  Chain,  pointg  to  Kings  ferry.  I  am  &c.38 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  point, 
Sunday,  September  1, 1782. 

Parole  Bedford.    Countersigns  Northcastle,  Phillipsburgh. 

Regiments  and  corps  which  have  lately  Joined  are  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  all  standing  and  other  orders  issued 
in  their  absence  that  may  be  interesting  to  them. 

The  General  is  desirous  the  troops  should  make  themselves 
as  comfortable  as  possible  while  in  the  field;  the  encampment 
itself  is  very  pleasant  and  healthy,  straw  will  be  issued  at  the 
rate  of  two  bundles  pr.  tent,  of  this  with  the  flaggs  and  leaves 

38 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "J[onathan]  T[rumbu]ll." 
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which  may  be  procured,  convenient  Matts  or  bedding  may  be 
formed ;  shades  or  bowers  should  also  be  erected  in  front  of  the 
tents  in  the  construction  of  which  regularity  will  be  extremely 
pleasing  to  the  eye.  Vaults  must  be  made  in  the  rear  of  the  line 
and  covered  every  day.  The  slaughtering  penns  must  be  placed 
at  a  proper  distance ;  and  every  other  precaution  should  be  taken 
which  may  contribute  to  cleanliness  and  health.  No  soldier  or 
other  person  is  to  bathe  at  the  public  ferry  or  within  the  basin 
contiguos  to  it  on  either  side  the  river.  The  sentries  at  the  ferry 
stairs  will  see  this  order  executed.  The  men  are  not  to  be  suf- 
fered to  go  into  the  water  at  other  places  between  the  hours  of 
nine  o'clock  A.M.  and  five  in  the  afternoon;  nor  are  they  at  any 
time,  to  continue  in  but  a  few  minutes. 

At  the  general  court  martial  of  which  Colonel  Micheal  Jack- 
son is  president,  Captn.  Thomas  Arnold 39  of  the  corps  of  inva- 
lids, was  tried  the  22d.  August  last,  for  disobedience  of  General 
orders,  in  not  joining  his  regiment  till  the  20th.  of  July:  altho 
he  had  the  following  extracts  sent  him  as  early  as  the  26th.  of 
march  last, 

Extract  from  General  Orders  Philada.  Jany.  10th.  1782. 
No  officer  or  soldier  is  to  be  permitted  to  be  absent  on  furlough  after 
the  10th.  day  of  april  next  on  any  occasion  whatever.  The  court  finds 
that  Captain  Arnold  did  not  join  his  regiment  agreable  to  general  orders; 
but  considering  his  peculiar  situation,  do  acquit  him  of  criminality. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
Captain  Arnold  is  released  from  his  arrest. 

A  general  and  two  field  officers  of  the  day  are  to  be  appointed, 
they  will  with  the  Adjutant  and  Quarter  master  general  be 
pleased  to  reconitre  the  approaches  to  this  Encampment  and 

30 Formerly  of  the  First  Rhode  Island  Regiment.  He  had  been  wounded  at  Mon- 
mouth and  served  to  April,   1783. 
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the  whole  extent  of  the  creek :  They  will  report  what  picquets 
and  guards  they  think  necessary. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  expects  the  pleasure  of  the  com- 
pany of  the  officers  of  the  day  at  dinner,  the  day  they  are 
relieved  from  duty. 

The  inspector  of  music  will  be  answerable  that  the  different 
beats  of  the  drum  are  performed  agreable  to  the  21st.  Chapter 
of  the  regulations  for  the  order  and  decipline  of  the  Army. 

For  the  present  the  Troop  is  to  beat  at  8  o'clock  A.  M.  and  the 
Tattoo  at  8  oClock  p.  m. 

The  Grand  parade  in  front  of  the  first  Connecticut  brigade. 

The  orders  of  the  day  will  be  issued  at  the  Adjutant  Generals 
Markee  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.  untill  further  orders. 

The  first  New  York  regiment  will  relieve  the  picquets  at  the 
bridge  on  the  right  this  evening. 

The  7th.  Massachusetts  will  relieve  the  picquets  at  the  bridge 
on  the  left  at  the  same  time. 

Major  General  Heath 
Colonel  Greaton 
Lt.  Col.  Van  Dyck 
B.  M.  Jersey  Brigade 


For  the  day  tomorrow 


To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  JEREMIAH  OLNEY 

Head  Quaretrs,  September  1, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  two  favors  of  the  21st.  of  Augst  with 
their  Inclosures. 

All  Letters  coming  from  N  York  to  Dobb's  Ferry,  are  to  pass 
to  Head  Quarters  for  Inspection.  No  Letters  are  to  be  admitted 
into  N  York,  but  such  as  pass  thro  Head  Quarters,  except  those 
which  may  be  franked  by  the  President  of  Congress,  the  Secty 
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at  War,  or  the  Governors  or  Executives  of  the  different  States; 
this  to  be  a  standg  Instruction  at  your  Post,  and  to  be  delivered 
over  to  the  Officers  succeedg  in  that  Command.40  I  am  &c.4 


41 


For  the  day  tomorrow 


GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplankspoint, 

Monday,  September  2, 1782. 
Major  General  Howe 
Lieutt.  Colonel  Barber 
Major  Fish 
Brigade  Major  Hicks42 
Parole  Penobscot.    Countersigns  Hallifax,  St.  Johns. 
The  Jersey  and  York  brigades  are  immediately  to  send  for 
the  boats  assigned  them. 

Three  Cannon  fired  successively  from  the  Block  house  will 
be  the  signal  of  an  alarm,  at  which  the  troops  will  parade  under 
arms  in  front  of  their  respective  Encampments  and  wait  the 
orders  of  the  Commander  in  Cheif . 


40  A  last  paragraph,  crossed  out  in  the  draft,  reads:  "Should  Colo  Wm  Livingston  of 
N  Jersey,  who  lately  passed  by  Imposition  into  N  York,  apply  to  return  thro  your  post, 
you  will  please  to  detain  him,  until  Information  can  be  given,  and  Orders  be  received 
from  Head  Quarters,  respectg  him." 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

On  September  i  Trumbull  wrote  to  Maj.  David  Smith,  who  had  stationed  a  light 
infantry  company  at  Pine's  Bridge  that  as  Colonel  Sheldon  would  be  posted  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Bedford,  Smith  should  withdraw  his  company  "to  your  Command 
and  keep  up  a  Communication  with  Colo  Sheldon  for  the  purpose  of  Assistance  and 
Intelligence  By  His  Excellencys  Command."  Trumbull's  draft  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (September  i)  Humphreys  wrote  to  Capt.  David  Hunt,  of  the 
New  York  Levies,  to  put  himself  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Sheldon  "who  is 
appointed  to  command  at  Bedford  and  in  that  quarter."  Humphreys's  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (September  i)  Washington  wrote  briefly  to  Capt.  William  Van 
Ducrson,  a  sea  captain,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  book  which  the  captain  had 
brought  from  John  Hanson,  of  St.  Croix,  West  Indies.  "I  am  much  obliged  by 
the  Care  you  have  taken  in  the  Conveyance  of  the  present  to  me,  and  for  the  Informa- 
tion you  arc  so  kind  as  to  give  mc  of  that  Gentlcmans  Health."  This  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

4:iCapt.  Bcnjamin(?)  Hicks,  of  the  First  New  York  Regiment. 
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The  troops  will  hasten  to  complete  their  bowers  and  accomo- 
dations as  soon  as  possible;  untill  thursday  next  their  time  may 
be  devouted  to  this  purpose.  The  general  by  frequently  passing 
along  the  line  will  have  an  oppertunity  of  Judging  which  corps 
are  most  remarkable  for  their  attention  to  regularity  and  even 
elegance. 

The  Vaults  should  be  shaded  with  interwoven  boughs  so  as 
to  cover  them  as  much  as  possible  from  view. 

Brigade  and  regimental  Quartermasters  will  wait  on  the 
Quartermaster  general  tomorrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  they 
will  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  springs  about  camp 
and  report  whether  there  will  be  a  sufficiency  of  water  for  the 
army. 

Captain  Haskell 43  of  the  4th.  Massachusetts  regiment  is  ap- 
pointed Aid  de  camp  to  Major  General  Howe  and  is  to  be 
obeyed  accordingly. 

The  1  st.  Jersey  regiment  will  relieve  the  picquet  at  the  bridge 
on  the  right  and  send  a  guard  of  a  Corporal  and  six  men  to 
the  Quartermaster  generals  this  evening. 

The  4th.  Massachusetts  regiment  will  relieve  the  picquet  at 
the  bridge  on  the  left;  and  the  guard  at  the  forage  magazine 
at  the  same  time. 

All  the  Drummers  and  fifers  ofT  duty  will  assemble  on  the 
grand  parade  tomorrow  morning  9  o'clock  to  receive  the  in- 
structions of  the  Inspector  of  Music. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  2, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  Since  my  letter  of  yesterday  which  will  accompany 
this,  I  have  reed,  your  two  favors  of  the  28th.  ulto.  by  General 

■"Capt.  Elnathon  Haskell,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Howe  to  November,  1783.  He 
served  to  June,  1784. 
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Potter  and  Colo.  Magaw.  From  them,  and  on  account  of  a  let- 
ter which  I  have  received  from  the  Delegates  of  South  Carolina, 
there  is  an  indispensable  necessity  for  your  making  the  appli- 
cation to  Congress,  which  I  recommended,  in  order  to  know, 
whether  any  and  what  part  of  the  Army  shall  be  removed  from 
the  southward  in  case  the  enemy  evacuate  Charles  town. 

In  my  answer  to  the  letters  from  the  Council  and  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania44  which  were  brought  by  the  Gentlemen  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  me,  I  have  informed  them  generally, 
that  I  have  no  objection  to  the  employment  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Recruits  and  Hazens  Regiment,  upon  the  service  for  which  they 
are  requested,  provided  the  first  is  agreeable  to  Congress,  and 
you  can  be  furnished  with  a  relief  for  the  last,  to  guard  the  pris- 
oners at  Lancaster.  I  have  also  informed  them,  that  if  Congress 
agree  to  the  expeditions  in  contemplation,  you  will  furnish  such 
necessary  Stores  as  are  under  your  direction,  and  that  you  are 
at  liberty  to  concert,  with  Gentlemen  who  may  be  acquainted 
with  the  Country  which  it  is  proposed  to  penetrate,  a  plan  of 
operations  and  to  give  directions  to  the  commanding  Officers 
accordingly.  I  have,  after  this,  taken  the  liberty  of  telling  them 
candidly,  that  I  foresee  an  insurmountable  difficulty  to  putting 
the  expeditions  in  motion,  which  is,  a  want  of  Money,  provided 
it  is  to  come  out  of  the  Continental  treasury,  and  which  I  plainly 
perceive  is  their  expectation  ultimately  if  not  immediately.  You 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  our  distresses  on  the  score  of  Money 
to  enumerate  them.  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  I  should  have  been 
for  carrying  into  execution,  what  you  call  the  Northern  Expe- 
dition, and  which,  if  successful,  would  have  struck  at  the  root 

44 Both  were  dated  August  28;  one  from  William  Moore,  President  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  one  from  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  speaker  of  the  assembly.  They  urged 
expeditions  into  the  Indian  country  by  way  of  the  Susquchannah  to  the  Genesee 
towns  and  by  way  of  Fort  Pitt.  These  letters  arc  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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of  the  evil  we  are  now  experiencing.  But  alas,  how  was  that  to 
be  done,  when  we  could  hardly  find  means  of  moving  the  Army 
from  the  Highlands  to  this  place  by  Water,  and  now  we  are 
here,  with  scarcely  a  Horse  attached  to  us,  we  shall  find  it  diffi- 
cult eno'  to  subsist.  I  do  not  imagine  you  will  be  able  to  get  the 
troops  in  question  further  than  the  Frontier.  That  alone  may 
afford  temporary  relief  and  protection  to  the  inhabitants. 

I  cannot  at  present  promise  the  cooperation,  or  rather  diver- 
sion which  you  recommend  upon  the  Mohawk  River.  The 
troops  in  that  Quarter,  consisting  of  the  two  New  Hampshire 
Regs  and  one  State  Regiment  of  New  York,  are  rather  for  de- 
fence than  offence.  Major  Ross,4a  with  a  Party  of  three  or  four 
hundred  British  and  a  numerous  body  of  Savages  and  Irregu- 
lars is  at  Oswego,  and  would  not  fail  to  meet  any  number  of 
Men  which  we  might  advance  so  far  up  the  Mohawk  as  to  give 
any  jealousy.  However,  if  the  Western  expeditions  are  prose- 
cuted, and  the  troops  to  the  Northward  should  be  then  con- 
tinued in  that  quarter  (which  they  will  not  be  should  there  be 
any  occasion  for  them  below)  I  will  endeavour  to  make  any 
practicable  diversion  with  them. 

The  letter  from  the  Delegates  of  south  Carolina,  to  which 
I  alluded,  goes  to  a  request,  that  the  whole  Army  in  south 
Carolina  may  be  left  in  that  State,  even  should  the  Enemy 
evacuate  it.  The  request  is  grounded  upon  a  representation  of 
Govr.  Mathews,  in  which  he  sets  forth  the  dangers  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  number  of  disaffected  and  dissatisfied  people 
in  the  State.  It  will  be  with  Congress  to  determine  how  far  a 
compliance  will  be  deemed  reasonable ;  And  you  will  be  pleased 
to  communicate  their  determination  to  Majr.  Genl.  Greene. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.46 


JMaj.  John  Ross,  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Foot,  British  Army. 
°The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  2, 1782. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Cypher  of 
the  17th.  and  letter  of  the  20th.  ulto.  Should  the  Money  alluded 
to  in  the  first,  be  paid  into  my  hands,  it  shall  be  applied  as  you 
direct.47 

I  should  have  had  hopes  from  yours  of  the  20th.  that  all  diffi- 
culties between  you  and  the  Contractors  had  been  settled,  had 
I  not  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Walter  Livingston  dated  at 
Morristown  the  31st.  of  last  Month48  and  in  which  he  informed 
me  that  Mr.  Sands  had  gone  forward  to  Philadea.  with  fresh 
Complaints,  and  that  he  was  very  apprehensive  of  the  conse- 
quences; I  can  only  hope  his  fears  are  ill  grounded. 

Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris  having  signified  to  me  that  it  will 
be  inconvenient  to  him  to  attend  as  one  of  the  Commissioners 
at  the  proposed  meeting,  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing some  Gentleman  of  the  Army  in  his  stead.  As  the 
matter  relating  to  accounts  will  probably  be  the  first  entered 
upon,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  whether  those  depending  upon 
us,  are  in  any  more  forwardness  than  they  were  before,  and 
whether  Mr.  Skinner  is  possessed  of  them.  If  he  is  not,  he,  or 
some  person  who  has  been  conversant  in  them,  should  be  pre- 
pared to  attend  the  Commissioners.  Skinner  would  be  prefer- 
able to  any  other,  because  he  will  be  at  the  same  time  perfectly 
acquainted  with  all  transactions  in  the  department  of  Commy. 
of  Prisoners.  I  imagine  he  is  at  this  time  in  Philada. 

If  you  have  any  fresh  matter  which  you  would  wish  inserted 
in  the  instructions  which  I  am  to  draw  for  the  new  Commis- 
sioners, be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

47 This  was  the  money  which  was  to  come  out  of  New  York  City.  It  was  to  be  heW 
subject  to  Morris's  order. 

""  Livingston's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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I  only  wait  an  answer  to  some  points  which  I  have  proposed 
to  Congress,  to  enable  me  to  fix  the  time  and  place  of  meeting. 
I  have  the  Honor  etc.49 

To  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  DELEGATES 
IN  CONGRESS50 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  2, 1782. 

Gentlemen :  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  favor  of  the 
17th.  ulto.  accompanied  by  a  representation  from  His  Excel- 
lency Governor  Mathews  of  the  disagreeable  situation  of  civil 
affairs  in  the  State  of  south  Carolina,  and  requesting  that,  in 
consequence  thereof,  the  orders  given  to  Major  Genl.  Greene 
in  March  last,  may  be  suspended. 

You  do  me  justice,  Gentlemen,  in  saying  you  are  satisfied 
my  attention  extends  equally,  to  each  of  the  United  States.  My 
letter  of  the  18th.  of  March  last  to  General  Greene,  a  Copy  of 
which  I  inclose,  will  I  flatter  myself,  convince  you,  that  your 
opinions  were  not  ill  founded.  For  the  reasons  given  at  large  in 
that  letter,  I  directed  General  Greene,  immediately  upon  the  in- 
dication of  an  evacuation  of  Charles  town,  to  prepare  to  march 
the  Army  then  under  his  command  to  the  Northward,  I  added, 
what  troops  shall,  in  that  case  be  left  in  the  southern  States  will 
be  a  matter  of  future  discussion.  I  had  not  then  the  least  doubt 
but  by  the  time  in  which  I  looked  for  an  evacuation,  the  States 
of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  would  have 
such  a  force  in  the  Field  as  would,  with  the  addition  of  perhaps 
a  few  Cavalry  and  Artillery,  be  sufficient  for  their  immediate 
security  and  those  were  the  Troops  which  I  had  it  in  contem- 
plation to  leave  to  the  southward.  It  was  impossible  for  me 

49 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

50John  Rutledge,  Ralph  Izard,  David  Ramsay,  Arthur  Middleton,  and  John  Lewis 
Gervais. 
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at  that  time  to  have  foreseen  that  the  three  southern  States 
would  have  had  so  few  Men  in  the  Field,  or  that  South  Caro- 
lina would  have  had  so  disagreeable  an  occasion  for  a  standing 
force  after  the  removal  of  the  enemy. 

Whatever  may  be  my  inclination  to  gratify  you  in  the  re- 
quest now  before  me,  I  do  not  look  upon  myself  at  liberty  to 
direct  so  large  a  part  of  the  force  of  the  Union  to  be  left  to  the 
southward,  after  the  Foreign  Enemy  has  abandoned  those 
States,  without  the  concurrence  of  Congress,  more  especially 
as  that  Honorable  Body  have  from  time  to  time  determined 
what  troops  should  be  assigned  to  the  service  of  that  Quarter. 
Upon  the  first  intelligence  from  New  York  of  the  intended 
evacuation,  and  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  had,  through 
the  secretary  at  War,  submitted  to  Congress  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  the  Troops,  from  Virginia  to  Delaware  inclusive, 
from  south  Carolina,  and  I  now  take  occasion  of  repeating  the 
matter,  thro'  the  same  Channel.  You  will  then  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  urging  Governor  Mathews's  request.  I  have  the 
honor  &c.51 

To  PRESIDENT  WILLIAM  MOORE 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  2, 1782. 
Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  Excellency  letter  of 
the  28th.  ulto.  by  General  Potter  and  Colo.  Magaw  and  am  very 
sorry  to  hear  that  the  Indian  Ravages  upon  your  Frontier  have 
become  so  extensive  and  of  so  alarming  a  nature.  I  beg  you  to 
believe  that  every  thing  that  depends  upon  me  shall  be  done 
to  check  them.  For  this  purpose  I  have  agreed  that  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Recruits  collected  at  Carlisle  if  it  meets  the  approbation 
of  Congress,  under  Colo.  R.  Butler  and  Genl.  Hazens  Regi- 
ment at  Lancaster  shall  be  put  upon  the  service  you  request, 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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provided  the  Secretary  at  War  can  be  furnished  with  the  means 
of  safely  guarding  the  Prisoners  of  War  at  Lancaster.  I  have 
written  to  him  to  this  effect,  and  have  requested  him  to  furnish 
such  necessary  Stores  for  the  expedition  in  contemplation  as 
may  be  under  his  direction  and,  in  short,  to  accede  to  such  plans 
of  operation  as  may  be  concerted  between  himself  and  Gentle- 
men acquainted  with  the  Country  which  it  is  proposed  to  pene- 
trate. My  ability  extends  no  farther.  Candor  now  obliges  me  to 
inform  your  Excellency  that  I  foresee  infinite  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  putting  the  expeditions  in  motion  and  all  arising  from 
one  source,  want  of  Money.52  It  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  we 
now  find  means  of  subsisting  the  Army  lying  still  in  the  Field 
and  upon  the  bank  of  the  Hudson,  where  supplies  are  easily 
transported  by  Water. 

I  cannot  form  a  judgment  of  the  expence  which  will  prob- 
ably be  incurred  as  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  confer  with  me 
did  not  bring  with  them  the  estimates  which  are  alluded  to. 

As  I  have  given  my  sentiments  to  the  Gentlemen  above  men- 
tioned in  a  fuller  manner  than  I  have  expressed  them  herein, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  to  them 
for  a  more  particular  detail.  I  have  the  honor  etc.53 

To  MAJOR  GENERALS  WILLIAM  HEATH 
AND  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  September  3,  1782. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  concluded  to  name  you  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  as  Commissioners,  to  meet  those  of  Sir  Guy 

52At  this  point  the  draft  has  the  following  crossed  out:  "The  application  on  this  head 
will  go  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  but  except  he  has 
been  more  fortunate  in  his  receipts  of  Taxes  from  the  States  very  lately  than  he  was 
some  little  time  ago,  I  am  almost  convinced  it  will  be  out  of  his  power  to  supply  the 
necessary  funds." 

53 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  This  same  letter  was  also  sent  to 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Carleton,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  a  general  Cartel  &c.  agree- 
able to  the  inclosed  Resolution  of  Congress. 

I  have  therefore  to  desire  you  Gentlemen  to  undertake  this 
Business,  and  if  any  previous  preparation  is  necessary  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  attend  to  it  as  early  as  possible,  as  I  wait 
only  for  a  reply  from  Congress  to  some  Queries  put  to  them, 
before  I  make  out  your  Instructions,  and  appoint  the  Time  and 
place  of  the  Meeting,  which  are  to  be  announced  from  me  to 
Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

The  proceedings  and  Report  of  the  late  Commissioners  are 
sent  you  by  this  Conveyance,  and  will  be  at  your  Service,  by 
way  of  preparation,  or  in  Course  of  transactg  the  Business. 
I  am  &c.54 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  DAVID  FORMAN 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  3, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favors  of  the  28th.  ulto  and  1st. 
Inst;  your  accounts  of  the  embarkation  of  the  Foreign  Troops 
correspond  exactly  with  others  immediately  from  New  York. 
I  had  not  before  heard  of  their  sailing.  I  hope  no  accident  will 
befall  your  emissaries. 

General  Carlton  sent  me  out  the  proceedings  of  the  Court 
Martial  upon  Lippencut,  by  which  he  was  acquitted,  on  prov- 
ing to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  he  acted  under  the 
orders  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  the  associated  Loyalists. 
General  Carleton  does  not  however  justify  the  proceeding  upon 
the  acquittal  of  Lippencut,  he  on  the  contrary  reprobates  in  the 
most  unequivocal  terms  and  says  he  has  given  orders  to  prose- 
cute the  enquiry  still  further.  I  have  given  him  no  answer,  but 
have  transmitted  a  Copy  of  the  proceedings  to  Congress,  and 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.,  who  has  addressed  it  to 
McDougall  and  Knox. 
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await  their  determination  before  I  take  any  further  Steps: 
I,  in  the  mean  time,  keep  a  British  Captain  in  close  confine- 
ment. Iam&c.55 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  JEREMIAH  OLNEY 

Head  Quarters,  September  3, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  to  reply  to  your  Letter 
of  Yesterday.56 

The  General  is  pleased  with  your  Attention  and  Vigilence. 
Genl  Hazens  Permit  is  without  the  Mode  prescribed  in  the  Genl 
Instructions  at  your  Post,  and  inadmissible  on  its  own  ground. 

You  will  please  to  pass  Mr  Taylor5'  agreably  to  his  Passport 
from  Genl  Hazen,  and  suffer  the  packet  of  Letters  to  go  in  with 
him.  The  Horses  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  pass  into  N  York. 
I  am  &c58 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  SAMUEL  CANFIELD 

Head  Quarters,  September  3, 1782. 
Sir :  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  28  August,  which 
was  delivered  me  by  Lt  Bull  together  with  Mr.  Corne  and  three 
other  prisoners  who  came  out  in  a  flag  to  your  Post  contrary  to 
the  regulations  in  that  respect. 

5°The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

BflOlney's  letter  (in  the  Washington  Papers)  is  indorsed  by  Tilghman:  "Mrs.  Jonson 
to  have  her  things  and  report  them  to  the  Govr.  Lieut.  Wheaton  to  have  his  Hamper." 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Johnson,  of  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  had  come  out  of  New  York 
City  with  necessary  clothing,  on  a  pass  from  the  British  (she  was  to  report  to 
Governor  Livingston),  and  Lieut.  Joseph  Wheaton,  of  the  First  Rhode  Island  Regi- 
ment, had  returned  from  seeing  his  parents  in  New  York. 

Cl  John  Taylor,  Commissary  of  Clothing,  British  Army. 

68 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed:  "J[onathan]  T[rumbu]ll." 

On  September  3  Washington  wrote  to  Mrs.  Anne  De  Visme,  of  Paramus,  N.  J., 
who  had  requested  permission  for  her  daughter  and  herself  to  meet  her  son  on  the 
flagboat  at  Dobbs  Ferry,  that  he  could  not  comply  with  her  request  "without  the  con- 
currence of  His  Excellency  Governor  Livingston."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 
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As  it  appears  that  Mr.  Corne  was  ignorant  that  flags  were 
confined  to  Dobbs  ferry  and  as  he  has  otherwise  a  very  good 
character  I  have  thought  proper  to  permit  him  to  return  with 
the  other  Prisoners  and  the  sloop  which  you  will  please  to  order 
to  be  delivered  to  him.59 

I  must  at  the  same  time  express  to  you  my  thanks  for  your 
Conduct  in  this  affair  and  am,  etc.60 

To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  September  3, 1782. 

Sir:  At  the  Desire  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  a  further  List  of  the  Citizens  of  So  Carolina,  who 
wish  to  be  returned  to  their  Homes  in  Flag  Vessels  to  be  fur- 
nished by  you. 

Your  Excellency  will  recollect  that  in  the  List  inclosed  to  you 
in  my  Letter  of  the  4th  of  July,  there  was  mention  made  of  a 
further  Number,  who  would  be  desirous  of  being  provided  for, 
in  the  same  manner  in  the  fall.  I  have  the  Honour  etc.61 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  3, 1782. 
Sir:  I  am  just  favored  with  your  Letter  of  yesterday  mention- 
ing a  certain  Person 62  you  propose  to  be  employing  in  commu- 
nicating intelligence  from  N  York;  though  I  cannot  say  I  rely 

""Washington  wrote  briefly  to  Knox  (September  3)  respecting  Come:  "you  will 
please  to  send  them  f  Corne  and  the  other  prisoners]  with  a  Serjeant  and  the  enclosed 
Letter  to  Colonel  Canficld  who  commands  at  Stamford."  This  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

C0The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 

1,1  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

"This  person,  whose  name  is  not  given  in  Tallmadge's  letter  of  September  2,  is 
there  described  as  "formerly  an  Officer  in  one  of  the  Refugee  Corps,  and  who  is 
exceedingly  intimate  at  Head  Qrs." 
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perfectly  on  any  of  the  Class  to  which  this  person  belongs,  yet 
as  you  appear  to  be  acquainted  with  him  and  his  circumstances, 
I  shall  submit  the  arrangement  of  the  matter  entirely  to  your 
discretion;  Only  remarking,  that  as  we  appear  to  be  on  the  eve 
of  some  great  Event,  it  is  important  that  I  should  be  furnished 
with  as  early  and  important  information  as  can  be  possibly 
obtained.  I  am  etc.63 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Verplanks  Point,  September  3,  1782. 

Sir :  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Letter  of 
the  23d  ulto.  at  this  place,  where  the  American  Army  took  their 
Encampment  on  the  31st. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  Route  your  Excellency  has 
resolved  to  take  in  marchg  your  Army  to  the  North  River;  and 
wish  you  to  pursue  it  in  the  mode  that  is  is  most  agreeable  to 
yourself. 

I  am  glad  to  find  you  mention  nothing  of  your  Fever  and 
Ague;  I  hope  the  Disorder  has  ceased  its  Attack  upon  you; 
[a  Detachmt.  of  1500  or  2000  Troops  Sailed  from  New  York, 
said  to  be  for  Hallifax,  on]  Saturday  [last.  I  have  communi- 
cated the  information  to  the  Marqs.  De  Vaudreuil.]  With 
great  Respect  etc.64 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  September  3, 1782, 2  OClock  P.  M. 
Sir :  The  followg  Information,  is  this  Moment  come  to  my 
Hand,  from  the  best  Authority  Vizt  "  On  Friday  Evening  the 

63  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  The  portion  in  brackets  is  in 
the  writing  of  Washington. 
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30th.  The  Warwick  of  50  Guns,  with  5  large  Transport  Ships, 
with  1500,  or  2000,  Troops  on  Board  sailed  from  N  York  Har- 
bour bound  for  Hallifax;  And  at  ten  oClock  the  next  Day,  6 
Ships  supposed  to  be  the  same  were  seen  from  Middle  town, 
near  Sandy  Hook  standg  to  the  Eastward  with  the  Wind  at 
West." 

I  make  no  Delay  to  transmit  this  Intelligence,  that  your  Ex- 
cellency may  judge  if  it  is  possible  for  you  to  intercept  these 
Ships  on  their  passage. 

At  the  Time  of  the  above,  no  Information  was  received  of 
the  Arrival  of  any  British  fleet  from  the  West  Indies.  I  am  &c.65 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplank's  point,  September  3, 1782. 
Parole  Westmoreland.    Countersigns  Bergan,  Tappan. 

Brigadier  General  Patterson 

Colonel  Dayton 

Major  Maxwell 

Brigade  Major  Walker66 
For  the  greater  security  of  the  present  encampmt.  the  Com- 
mander in  chief  directs  that  in  addition  to  the  picquets  Posted 
at  the  two  bridges,  one  of  equal  strength  be  posted  on  the  Isth- 
mus between  the  heads  of  the  two  Creeks  and  a  chain  of  senti- 
nels f orm'd  from  the  beach  on  Haverstraw  bay  passing  in  Front 
of  Head  Quarters  near  the  Marsh  as  far  as  the  ground  is  open, 
thence  along  the  heights  on  the  Margin  of  the  cleared  land 
untill  the  Line  strikes  the  road  leading  to  Lents  bridge;  thence 
through  a  small  orchard  and  road  in  the  wood  to  a  Landing 
on  the  North  river.  When  the  number  of  men  necessary  to 

00 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

""Maj.  Joseph(?)  Walker,  of  the  Third  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  served  to  June, 
1783- 


For  the  Day  tomorrow 
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form  and  keep  up  the  Chain  of  Centinels  round  the  Camp  is 
ascertained  they  are  to  be  formed  into  picquets  properly  offi- 
cered and  posted  at  convenient  distances. 

The  second  Newyork  regiment  will  give  the  picquets  for 
the  bridge  on  the  right  and  the  Isthmus  tomorrow;  it  will  also 
furnish  the  Quarter  Master  Generals  guard;  the  guard  for  the 
Quarter  master  generals  stores  and  half  the  picquets  necessary 
to  form  the  Chain  round  the  Camp.  The  eight  Massachusetts 
regiment  will  give  the  Picquets  at  the  bridge  on  the  left  the 
guard  for  the  forage  yard,  half  the  picquets  for  the  Chain,  and 
a  serjeant,  corporal  and  twelve  fatigue  for  the  enspector.  The 
whole  of  these  regiments  except  the  fatigue  which  may  march 
from  the  regimental  parade  will  form  on  the  grand  parade  im- 
mediately after  troop  beating:  from  the  grand  parade,  having 
first  detached  the  established  guards  and  picquets,  they  will 
march,  the  second  Newyork  regiment  to  the  place  where  the 
Chain  begins  on  the  right  and  the  eight  Massachusetts  to  where 
it  strikes  the  north  river  on  the  left.  Colonel  Greaton  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Van  Dyck  who  yesterday  rconitred  the  ground 
are  requested  to  conduct  them  till  they  meet  in  the  center,  post- 
ing sentinels  at  proper  distances  as  they  goe  on;  having  ascer- 
tained the  number  of  men  necessary  to  complete  the  chain;  the 
officers  of  the  day  with  the  Adjutant  genl.  will  draw  a  picquet 
or  picquets  in  proportion  from  each  regiment  sufficient  to  keep 
up  the  chain  and  post  them  as  already  directed,  after  which  the 
remainder  if  any  there  be  may  return  to  camp. 

Returns  of  all  horses  public  and  private  with  the  army  to  be 
made  to  the  Quartermaster  general  tomorrow  morning  at 
9  o'clock.  No  forage  will  be  issued  for  any  horses  not  men- 
tioned in  these  returns. 

The  Inspection  and  Muster  of  the  Army  for  the  month  of 
August  to  take  place  on  the  following  days.  Jersey  Line  the  6th. 
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instant;  York  do.  7th.;  1st.  Connectt.  Brig.  8th.;  2d.  Connectt. 
do.  9th.;  1st.  Massa.  do.  10;  2d.  do.  nth.;  3d.  do.  12th.  The  regi- 
mental Quartermasters  to  call  at  the  inspecters  Marque  (upon 
the  right  of  the  army)  for  the  necessary  rolls. 

To  ROBERT  HOAKESLY07 

Head  Quarters,  September  3, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  Application  dated  N  York  24th 
Augst.68 

From  a  Consideration  that  you  was  allowed  your  own  Time 
at  York  Town,  for  settling  your  Affairs,  and  that  your  former 
Character  and  Conduct  have  afforded  no  Encouragement  for 
Indulgences  of  the  Nature  you  mention,  I  must  inform  you 
that  your  Request  cannot  be  granted.  I  am  &c.G9 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Wednesday,  September  4, 1782. 
Parole  Albany.    Countersigns  Orange,  Ulster. 

Brigadier  General  Huntington 
Colonel  Sheppard 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Sproat 
Brigade  Major  Converse 
At  a  general  courtmartial  held  at  Westpoint  whereof  Colonel 
Michael  Jackson  is  president  the  following  prisoners  were 
tried: 

Dennis  Clemeshaw,  a  soldier,  charged  with  Desertion  from 
the  regiment  late  Colonel  Lee's,  also  Job  Repley  of  the  3d  Massa- 

07  Loyalist  merchant. 

MHoakes!y  had  requested  permission  to  return  to  Yorktown,  Va. 

00Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 


For  the  day  tomorw. 
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chusetts  regiment,  Jason  Makepeace  of  the  5th.  Massachusetts 
regiment;  Thomas  Grant,  and  James  Johnson,  recruits  for  the 
Massachusetts  Line:  severally  charged  with  "Desertion"  were 
found  guilty  and  sentenced  each  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes 
on  his  naked  back. 

Caleb  Fetch,  soldier  of  the  2d.  Connecticut  regiment,  charged 
with  desertion  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  receive  Twenty- 
five  lashes  each  morning  for  four  mornings  successively  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  lashes  on  his  naked  back. 

Job  Smith  of  Colonel  Lee's  Legion  for  "Desertion  and  join- 
ing die  enemy"  found  guilty  of  Desertion  but  acquitted  of 
joining  the  enemy  sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  on 
his  naked  back. 

Timothy  Becket  of  the  5th.  Connecticut  regt.  charged  with 
"deserting  and  attempting  to  go  to  the  enemy."  The  Court  on 
consideration  are  of  opinion  he  is  guilty  of  the  charge  yet  con- 
sidering his  youth  and  former  good  behavior  they  only  sen- 
tence him  to  receive  twenty  five  lashes  each  morning  four 
mornings  successively  amounting  in  the  whole  to  one  hundred 
lashes  on  his  naked  back. 

Hugh  Jones  of  the  3d.  regiment  of  artillery,  charged  with 
deserting  to  the  enemy  in  December  1779.  The  court  are  of 
opinion  the  charge  is  not  supported  and  do  acquit  him. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  opinions  of  the  Court 
martial  and  orders  that  the  prisoners  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ments now  on  this  ground  be  sent  for,  and  brought  to  their 
respective  regiments,  and  their  sentences  executed  at  such  time 
as  their  respective  commanding  officers  shall  direct. 

Hugh  Jones  to  be  released  from  confinement  and  return  to 
duty  in  his  regiment. 

The  Commander  in  chief  upon  visiting  the  different  landing 
places  yesterday  was  sorry  to  see  the  General  orders  of  the  31st. 
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ultimo  respecting  mooring  the  boats  totally  neglected  by  the 
Jersey,  York,  and  ist.  Connecticut  brigades,  and  but  partially 
attended  to  by  all  the  remainder  except  the  first  Massachusetts ; 
the  Jersey  and  New  York  brigades  having  but  just  received 
their  boats  were  somewhat  excusable;  he  is  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  following  mode  of  mooring  be  hereafter  observed: 
each  boat  by  both  head  and  stern,  to  a  strong  well  driven  stake, 
at  such  distance  from  the  shore  that  they  cannot  ground  at  low 
water.  This  will  prevent  them  from  falling  foul  of  each  other 
in  rough  weather.  The  Quartermaster  General  will  furnish 
rope  for  the  purpose;  till  it  can  be  obtained,  Grape  vine  or 
hickery  withs  may  be  used.  The  General  expects  an  immediate 
and  punctual  compliance  with  this  order  and  assures  the  Bri- 
gade Quarter  Masters  that  if  he  again  finds  it  neglected  he  shall 
call  upon  them  in  a  more  disagreable  manner. 

The  Boats  are  not  to  be  taken  from  the  landing  places  but 
upon  the  most  emergent  and  necessary  occasions. 

Untill  further  orders  the  Camp  guards  may  be  discontinued 
and  in  their  room  such  small  guards  established  as  the  officers 
commanding  brigades  and  Divisions  find  necessary  for  the 
security  of  their  boats,  furnishing  Sentries  for  their  Colours, 
Commanding  officers  of  corps  &ca. 

As  there  is  such  a  scarcity  of  water  in  the  camp  all  persons  are 
forbidden  to  wash  or  cook  at  the  springs  in  front  of  the  line. 
These  may  be  done  with  equal  if  not  greater  convenience  in 
the  river. 

A  Noncommissioned  officer  and  eight  Dragoons  fromCaptn. 
Vanheers  Corps  will  mount  every  day  with  the  guards  untill 
further  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  scouring  the  environs  of  the 
camp,  the  Noncommissioned  officer  commanding  the  party 
will  receive  particular  instructions  from  the  Adjutant  general. 


1782]  POSITION  OF  THE  ARMY  121 

As  the  Commander  in  cheif  proposes  reviewing  the  Line  on 
Saturday  next,  the  relief  for  Dobbs  ferry  and  the  fatigue  at 
Westpoint  will  not  march  untill  Sunday. 

For  duty  tomorrow :  5th.  Connecticut  and  5th.  Massachusetts 
regiments. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  4, 1782. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
whole  Army,  the  Garrisons  of  West  Point  and  its  dependencies, 
and  two  Regiments  to  the  Northward  excepted,  assembled  at 
this  place  on  the  31st  ulto.  I  have  appointed  Majr.  General  Lord 
Stirling  to  the  Command  of  the  Continental  and  State  Troops  at 
the  Northward,  and  Majr.  Genl.  Knox  to  that  of  West  Point, 
at  which  place  most  part  of  the  Corps  of  Artillery  are  left  for 
the  present.  The  principle  part  of  the  Troops  from  the  High- 
lands were  brought  down  by  Water ;  this  I  did,  not  only  to  save 
land  transportation,  but  to  try  in  what  time  a  large  number  of 
Men  could  embark,  debark,  and  move  a  given  distance  by 
Water. 

I  have  chosen  this  position  on  account  of  its  convenience  for 
Wood  cutting,  a  very  great  quantity  of  which  will  be  wanted 
for  the  Winter  firing  of  the  Garrison  of  West  Point,  and  to 
avoid  the  expence  of  keeping  a  number  of  Horses  in  the  Field, 
our  supplies  being  principally  brought  to  this  Camp  by  Water. 

I  have  received  intelligence,  which  may  be  depended  upon, 
that  five  Transports,  supposed  to  have  on  board  about  1500  for- 
eign Troops,  sailed  from  New  York  on  Saturday  last,  under 
convoy  of  the  Warwick  of  50  Guns;  it  is  said  they  are  bound  to 
Halifax.  I  have  the  honor  etc.70 


dIn  the  writing  of  David  Cobb. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  4, 1782. 

Dr  Sir :  Yesterday  Colo  Olney  transmitted  to  me  from  Dobb's 
Ferry,  a  passport  given  from  Gen  Hazen,  admitting  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, a  British  Commissary  of  Cloathg  to  pass  from  Lancaster 
into  N  York  and  with  his  Servants  and  Horses,  mentiong  in  his 
passport  that  Liberty  had  been  given  by  the  Secty  at  War  for 
this  purpose. 

My  Genl  Instructions  at  that  post  mentiong  that  no  pass- 
ports are  sufficient,  but  such  as  are  signed  by  the  President  of 
Congress,  Secty  at  War,  or  Govrs  or  Executives  of  the  several 
States,  admission  could  not  be  given  without  sendg  to  Head 
Quarters. 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  mention  this  Circumstance  to  you,  and 
beg  when  Permission  is  given  to  any  prisoners  of  War  to  go  into 
N  York,  that  their  passports  may  be  signed  by  yourself,  and  the 
going  in  of  Horses  may  be  particularly  attended  to  by  you, 
and  permitted  but  in  very  extraordinary  Cases.  I  am  &c.71 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  4, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  Previous  to  the  meeting  of  our  Commissioners,  who 
will  be  Majors  General  Heath  and  Knox,  I  am  under  the  neces- 
sity of  applying  to  you  to  provide  the  means  of  their  support 
while  they  are  upon  the  Commission.  I  shall  propose  Orange 
town  as  the  place  of  meeting.  I  should  suppose  five  hundred 
Dollars,  and  that  in  specie  (as  they  will  be  in  a  part  of  the 
Country  where  Paper  will  not  be  negotiable)  will  be  as  little 
as  can  be  calculated  upon,  as  they  can  derive  no  assistance  from 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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public  Stores.  The  time  of  meeting  will  be  in  ten  days  from 
hence  at  farthest;  I  shall  therefore  be  much  obliged  to  you  for 
furnishing  the  above  sum  before  that  period,  indeed  it  will  be 
indispensable,  as  our  Gentlemen  cannot  possibly  proceed  with- 
out it.  I  have  the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  I  forward  a  packet  by  Mr.  Wells72  which  I  reced.  from 
Mr.  Lovell.73  The  sum  of  Money  brought  out  by  Mr.  Wells  is 
so  short  of  your  expectation,  and  that  in  Gold,  that  I  have 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  send  it  forward  by  him74  It  would 
not  answer  the  payments  you  directed  and  I  did  not  look  upon 
myself  at  liberty  to  average  them.75 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  September  4,  1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  inclosing  you  the  Copy 
of  a  letter  I  have  this  day  received  from  Mr.  Walter  Livingston, 
with  that  of  one  from  him  to  Mr.  Richardson  Sands.  From 
these  you  will  perceive  to  how  precarious  a  situation  we  are 
reduced  in  regard  to  the  Article  of  Flour.  The  Quantity  for 
which  Mr.  Livingston  calls  upon  Mr.  Richardson  Sands  is  so 
very  trifling,  that  it  is  scarcely  worth  attention,  and  I  clearly 
foresee,  that  if  some  of  the  Gentlemen  concerned  in  the  Con- 
tract besides  the  Mr.  Sands's,  do  not  interfere,  the  Army  will 
shortly  be  out  of  Bread.  In  my  opinion,  except  you  are  con- 
vinced that  some  of  the  Contractors  besides  the  Sands's,  will 
undertake  to  procure  the  Flour,  you  had  best  direct  the  pur- 
chase yourself. 

"Richard  Wells. 
73James  Lovell. 

24On  September  5  Washington  wrote  Wells  a  brief  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt 
of  the  packet.   This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
75 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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The  Contractors  seem  long  since  to  have  dropt  the  Idea  of 
issuing  Rum  or  any  kind  of  Spirit.  You  will  see  by  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston's letter  that  he  had  purchased  53  Tierces  of  French 
Rum,  but  that  there  were  no  other  prospects.  The  Army  are 
now  going  upon  a  very  heavy  fatigue ;  that  of  cutting  six  thou- 
sand Cords  of  Wood  for  the  Winters  firing  of  West  point.  The 
soldiers  already  complain  of  the  stoppage  of  their  Rum  when 
only  upon  common  duties.  With  how  much  more  reason  will 
they  do  it,  when  it  will  become  really  essential  to  carry  them 
thro  the  hard  service  upon  which  they  will  be  put. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  be  so  often  under  the  necessity  of  applying 
to  you  upon  matters  with  which  in  reallity  you  ought  never  to 
be  troubled ;  but  as  I  can  scarcely  ever  lay  my  Eyes  upon  any 
of  the  acting  Contractors,  I  am  obliged  to  make  our  distresses 
known  in  time,  that  you,  having  the  staff  in  your  hands,  may 
apply  the  remedy  and  make  the  stoppages  accordingly.  I  would 
beg  your  attention  to  the  Article  of  Rum  as  well  as  Flour,  Vin- 
egar, an  almost  equally  essential  Article,  is  hardly  ever  issued, 
or  if  it  be,  it  is  of  so  vile  a  quality,  that  it  is  not  much  better 
than  sour  Water.  In  short,  I  must  say,  that  Mr.  Sands's  whole 
conduct  too  plainly  indicates  an  intention  to  make  every  thing 
to  himself  at  the  expence  of  the  Army  and  the  public.  I  am  etc.70 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  EZRA  BADLAM 

Head  Quarters,  September  4, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  21st  ulto.  accompanied 
with  sundry  papers,  tendg  shew  the  Impositions  which  are  at- 
tempted on  Musterg  Officers;  that  such  Deceptions  would  be 
practiced  I  have  ever  been  aware,  and  have  viewed  it  as  an  argu- 
ment which  should  induce  the  Officers  to  the  greater  Vigilance 
and  Attention. 


The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Such  Impositions  as  are  attempted  by  subjects,  apparently  fit 
for  Service,  and  pushed  by  every  Art  of  Deception  which  can  be 
invented,  may  in  some  Instances  succeed.  But  where  an  Officer 
passes  a  Man,  who  is  visibly  unable  to  discharge  the  Duties  of  a 
Soldier,  his  Want  of  Attention,  and  Obedience  to  Orders,  to 
say  nothing  more  of  it,  is  certainly  unpardonable.  I  am  &c.77 

To  CAPTAIN  JOHN  PRAY 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  4, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Commander  in  Chief  commands  me  particularly  at 
this  time  to  repeat  to  you  the  directions  formerly  given,  that  the 
utmost  precaution  and  vigilance  should  be  used  to  prevent  sur- 
prize, and  to  announce  instantaneously  to  him  any  sudden 
Movement  of  the  Army.78  For  this  purpose  you  will  give  the 
most  pointed  Orders  to  the  person  commanding  your  Guard 
Boats  on  duty,  and  will  inform  Col  Olney  or  the  Officer  Com- 
manding at  Dobbs'  Ferry  of  any  Movement,  that  the  concerted 
Signals  may  be  made  accordingly,  at  the  same  instant  you  must 
dispatch  a  Boat  with  the  intelligence  to  Head  Quarters.  The 
General  has  particular  reasons  for  giving  these  Orders  at  this 
Moment.  I  am  etc.79 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  4, 1782. 

Sir :  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Signals  were 

yesterday  made  at  New  York  for  the  appearance  of  more  than 

ten  ships  of  the  Line  off  the  Coast.  I  expect  every  moment  to 

hear  from  the  look  out  which  I  have  established  upon  the  Coast 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
78An  error  in  copying  from  the  draft,  which  has,  correctly,  "Enemy." 
70In  the  writing  of  and  signed:  "D  Humphreys  Aid  dc  Camp."  Both  draft  and  the 
letter  sent  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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of  New  Jersey,  by  which  I  shall  be  able  to  ascertain  the  size  of 
the  Fleet;  I  will  then  instantly  communicate  the  intelligence  to 
you.  I  have  the  honor  etc.80 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  September  4, 1782. 

Sir :  Miss  Delancy  has  this  Day  made  pressing  Application  to 
me  to  get  into  N  York.  I  have  informed  her  that  no  admission 
from  me  can  be  granted  to  any  Persons  in  civil  Capacity  with- 
out the  Approbation  and  consent  of  the  Executive  of  the  State 
to  which  they  belong. 

Miss  Delancy  is  therefore  referred  to  your  Excellency;  if 
your  permission  is  given  her  my  Duty  will  be  merely  Official. 
I  am  &c.81 

To  MRS.  RICHARD  BENNETT  LLOYD 

Head  Qrs.  Verplanks  Point,  September  4, 1782. 

Madam :  A  mind  susceptible  of  disappointments,  and  pained 
by  suspense,  can  readily  enter  into  the  feelings  of  others,  under 
similar  circumstances.  Be  assured  then,  that  your  Letters  shall 
suffer  no  delay,  no  disappointment  in  my  hands.  Nor  will 
I  keep  you  one  moment  in  suspense,  with  respect  to  the  receipt, 
or  delivery  of  them. 

Actuated  by  these  motives,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you,  that  the  last  Post  brought  me  your  favor  of  the  20th.  ulto., 
and  that  the  packet  for  Mr.  White82  has  passed  my  lines,  for 
New  York. 


80 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
81The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
82  Henry  (?)  White,  of  New  York. 


1782]  BRITISH  FLEET  MOVEMENTS  127 

I  pray  you  to  be  assured,  that  nothing  which  can  contribute  to 
the  happiness  of  Mrs.  Lloyd,  will  be  deemed  a  trouble,  by  her 
Most  hble.  and  Obedient  servant. 

PS.  Be  so  good  as  to  present  me  to  Mr.  Lloyd  and  let  him 
know  that  his  Letters  to  Major  Murray,83  and  Mr.  Watson  went 
in,  some  days  ago.84 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  September  5,  1782. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that 
since  my  Letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  received  intelligence, 
that  seven  British  Ships  of  the  Line  and  three  Frigates  arrived 
off  the  Hook,  on  the  3d  instant.  It  is  said  they  are  part  of  14  Sail 
under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Hood.  It  should  seem  by  a 
York  Paper  of  the  4th,  which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Marquis 
de  Vaudruiel,  that  Admiral  Pigot  with  the  remainder  of  the 
Fleet,  that  sailed  from  the  West  Indies,  had  parted  with  Ad- 
miral Hood,  and  was  not  expected  immediately  upon  the  Coast. 
I  have  the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  I  have  received  your  Excellencys  of  the  1st.  instant.85 

To  DAVID  BROOKS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  5, 1782. 
Sir:  I  enclose  you  Extracts  of  Observations  made  by  the 
Clerks  of  Accounts  &c.  on  the  Accounts  of  the  Contractors  re- 
specting Issues.  You  will  be  pleased  to  state  the  matter  prop- 
erly so  far  as  it  relates  to  your  Agency  in  the  Departmt.86  for  the 

^Major  Daniel(?)  Murray,  of  the  King's  American  Dragoons. 
"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
&'In  the  writing  of  David  Cobb. 
8"The  Department  of  the  Clothier  General. 
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satisfaction  of  those  concerned  and  in  order  to  shew  that  no 
more  provisions  have  been  drawn  than  were  necessary  for  the 
intended  purposes.  I  am  etc.87 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  September  5,  1782. 
Dear  Sir:  The  Arms  of  the  Army  are  daily  getting  out  of 
repair  without  any  possibility  of  remedying  it  there  are  no  trav- 
elling Forges  here  and  if  there  were  I  am  informed  they  could 
not  be  set  at  Work  for  want  of  some  Articles  which  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  such  as  Borax,  salt  &c.  can  any  of  the  Armour- 
ers and  necessary  materials  be  spared  from  West  Point  to  come 
here  with  some  travelling  Forges  and  repair  the  Arms  whilst 
we  keep  this  position  ?  or  what  other  method  will  it  be  best  to 
adopt.  I  am  &c.88  [  ms.  h.  s.  ] 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  September  5, 1782. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  the 
substance  of  Intelligence  which  I  have  lately  sent  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Vaudreuil. 

Vizt.  On  the  3d  Septemr  I  informed  him  that  "  On  Friday 
Evening  the  30th  of  Augst.  the  Warwick  of  50  Guns,  with  5 
large  Transport  Ships,  with  1500  or  2000  Troops  on  Board, 
sailed  from  N  York  Harbour,  bound  for  Halifax;  and  at  10 

87 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

On  September  5  Washington  wrote,  also,  practically  this  same  letter  to  Pickering, 
stating  that  the  Observations  had  been  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  re- 
questing Pickering  "to  consider  them  and  give  me  your  Sentiments."  This  draft  is  in 
the  Washington  Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (September  5)  Washington  also  wrote  to  Dr.  James  Craik,  send- 
ing these  same  Extracts  from  Observations.  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

""In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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oClock  the  next  day,  six  Ships,  supposed  to  be  the  same,  were 
seen  from  the  Highlands  of  Middletown  near  Sandy  Hook, 
standg.  to  the  Eastward,  with  the  Wind  at  West." 

On  the  4th.  I  mentioned  to  him  "  That  Signals  were  Yester- 
day made  at  New  York  for  the  appearance  of  more  than  10 
ships  of  the  line  off  the  Coast." 

Since  sendg  off  the  foregoing  I  am  furnished  with  a  N  York 
paper  of  the  4th.  which  gives  the  followg  Intelligence,  which 
I  have  extracted  for  your  Excellency's  Information;  (the  Paper 
being  sent  to  the  Marquis)  Vizt. 

Yesterdy  arrived  his  Majesty's  Frigate  Champion  of  24  Guns,  Capt 
Thomas  Wells,  who  proved  the  welcome  Harbinger  of  a  part  of  the  Brit- 
ish fleet  from  the  West  Indies,  under  the  Command  of  the  Right  Hono 
Lord  Hood.89  The  whole  fleet  left  lamaica  on  the  26th  of  luly,  protecting 
the  annual  fleet  of  Merchant  Ships  (with  a  strong  Convoy  from  that 
Island)  for  Great  Britain,  untill  they  had  passed  the  Havanna.  Off 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  some  rich  Spanish  Vessels  were  taken  by  the  British, 
amounting  it  is  asserted,  to  a  very  large  Sum.  The  whole  British  fleet, 
consisting  of  twenty  two  sail  of  the  Line,  came  altogether  to  this  Coast: 
but  His  Excelly  Hugh  Pigot  Esqr.  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  in  the  Formidable,  with  the  rest  of  this  large  royal 
Squadron,  is  at  present  on  a  Cruise,  and  not  immediately  expected 
in  port. 

From  Monmouth  I  am  just  informed  under  the  3d  Septemr. 
That  "this  Day  Seven  Ships  of  the  Line  and  three  frigates 
arrived".  The  Informant  further  adds,  "that  the  Capt  of  a 
privateer  which  had  been  chased  a  shore  by  the  above  Ships 
mentions  that  they  were  part  of  14  Ships  of  the  Line  besides 
Frigates."  I  have  the  Honor  etc.00 

89  Rear  Admiral  Samuel  Hood,  of  the  British  Navy. 

""in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives, 
Aff.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs..  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

On  September  5  Washington  also  wrote  to  De  Vaudreuil,  sending  him  a  copy  of 
the  letter  from  Gen.  David  Forman,  dated  September  3,  which  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers:  "From  that,  and  from  the  inclosed  New  York  Paper,  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
whole  of  the  British  Fleet  that  sailed  from  the  West  Indies,  were  not  intended  to 
remain  upon  this  Coast."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


For  the  Day  tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Thursday,  September  5, 1782. 
Parole  Sussex.    Countersigns  Easton,  Bethlehem. 
Major  General  Heath 
Colonel  Cortlandt 
Major  Woodbridge 
Brigade  Major  Gushing01 
For  duty  tomorrow  3d.  Connecticut  and  9th.  Massachusetts 
regiments. 

The  Quartermaster  General  will  establish  such  regulations 
as  he  thinks  proper  respecting  sutlers  and  persons  who  sell 
Liquors  to  the  army;  taking  the  Licenses  from  such  as  do  not 
conform  to  them,  and  surpressingall  tipling  houses  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  camp  which  by  their  irregularities  shall  prove  det- 
rimental to  service.  He  will  also  point  out  one  or  more  market 
places  at  which  and  no  other  Boats  bringing  Vegetables,  and 
other  useful  articles  to  dispose  of  to  the  army,  will  be  suffered 
to  land  and  expose  their  Cargoes  to  sale. 

The  Forage  master  will  point  out  pastures  to  which  the 
draught  and  other  horses  not  immediately  employ 'd  may  be 
sent  to  feed;  the  Artillery  horses  must  always  be  brought  back 
to  camp  in  the  evening. 

The  Picquets  posted  at  the  bridges  and  on  the  pass  between 
the  heads  of  the  two  creeks  are  to  prevent  horses  or  cattle  stray- 
ing out  of  camp. 

Captain  Vanheers  corps  of  Cavalry,  the  Commander  in  chiefs 
guard  the  corps  of  Light  infantry  (except  a  small  guard  for  the 
security  of  their  Camp)  and  the  several  regiments  now  in  camp 

01  Brig.  Maj.  Nathaniel  Cushing,  of  the  Massachusetts  brigade.  He  served  to  the  close 
of  the  war. 
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will  be  review'd  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  on  Saturday  next, 
the  whole  to  be  drawn  up  as  shall  hereafter  be  directed,  ready  to 
receive  the  general  precisely  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  Artillery  annexed  to  brigades  will  form  with  them. 

All  the  Colours  presented  by  Major  Gen.  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette  to  the  Light  infantry  are  to  be  emmediately  lodged  at 
the  Orderly  office. 

Captain  Reily92  of  the  Invalid  regiment  tried  the  30th.  ulto. 
by  the  General  Courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Micheal  Jackson 
is  president,  is  acquitted  and  released  from  his  arrest. 

The  Invalid  regiment  will  furnish  a  Captn.  to  sit  as  member 
of  the  General  courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Micheal  Jackson 
is  president,  vice  Captn.  Story03  of  the  8th.  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment indisposed. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  Order  of  the  5th.  July  1781,  pointing  out  the  hour  for  giv- 
ing out  the  parole  and  Countersign  furnishing  the  Adjutant 
General  with  the  daily  orders,  and  requiring  the  attendance 
of  the  General  officers,  Heads  of  Departments  &ca.  at  Head 
Quarters  is  revived,  and  to  be  punctually  attended  to  untill 
further  orders. 

The  General  learns  from  good  authority  that  many  of  the 
soldiers  have  fallen  into  a  scandalous  and  pernicious  practice 
of  disposing  of  their  cloathing  to  Country  people,  for  vegetables 
and  other  articles.  He  expects  every  officer  will  exert  himself  to 
put  an  effectual  stop  to  this  very  heinous  offence  and  bring 
offenders  to  punishment.  When  market  places  are  established 
a  Subaltern  officer  with  a  small  guard  is  to  be  stationed  at 
each  who  will  see  that  no  violence  is  offered  to  the  persons  or 

92Capt.  John  Reiley,  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  had  been  wounded  at 
Bonhampton,  N.  J.,  in  April,  1777;  transferred  to  the  Invalid  Regiment  in  August, 
1780;  served  to  June,  1783. 

^Capt.  William  Story.  He  served  to  January,  1783. 
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property  of  the  Country  people  coming  to  Market,  he  must 
at  the  same  time  be  very  careful  to  prevent  their  receiving  from 
the  soldiers  or  women  of  the  camp,  any  article  of  cloathing  in 
exchange  for  such  wares  as  they  have  to  dispose  of. 

The  first  article  of  18th.  section  of  the  rules  and  Articles  for 
the  better  government  of  the  Troops  &ca.  is  to  be  duly  observed 
and  attended  to  throughout  the  army,  the  General  thinks  that 
at  or  immediately  after  the  Inspections  will  be  the  most  proper 
time. 

Captn.  Smith94  is  appointed  Brigade  major  for  tomorrow 
vice  Cushing  ordered  this  morning. 

A  Corporal  and  six  oarsmen  are  to  be  drawn  from  the  Line 
to  man  the  Quartermaster  generals  barge  untill  further  orders. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Friday,  September  6,  1782. 
Parole  Philadelphia.    Countersigns  Wilmington,  Chester. 
Major  General  Howe 
Lieutt.  Colonel  Mellen 
Major  Throop 
Brigade  Major  Williams95 
For  duty  to  morrow  2d.  Connecticut  and  6th.  Massachusetts 
regiments 

The  regimental  Surgeons  to  send  the  returns  of  the  sick  every 
Saturday  to  the  flying  hospital  where  on  application  they  will 
receive  a  proportion  of  bandages  and  degestive  ointment. 

The  Commandery  officers  of  Divisions  and  Wings  are  de- 
sired to  meet  the  Inspector  and  Adjutant  general  at  4  o'clock 
this  afternoon  on  the  grand  parade. 

""Capt.  David  (?)  Smith. 
"Brig.  Maj.  Abraham  Williams. 


For  the  Day  tomorrow 
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The  Brigade  Majors  are  expected  to  dine  at  Headquarters  the 
day  they  are  relieved  from  duty. 

To  COLONEL  GOOSE  VAN  SCHAICK 

Head  Quarters,  September  6, 1782. 
Sir:  So  much  time  hath  elapsed  since  I  saw  you  at  Albany, 
that  I  should  suppose  you  have,  'ere  this,  made  yourself  ac- 
quainted with  the  determination  of  Congress  respecting  your 
sollicited  promotion.  Whether  you  have  or  not,  I  can  no  longer 
look  upon  myself  at  liberty  to  suffer  you  to  remain  from  your 
Regiment,  under  your  former  plea,  and  am  therefore  obliged 
to  call  upon  you  to  join  without  delay.    I  am  etc. 90 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  September  7, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I,  a  few  days  ago,  reed,  your  favor  of  the  28th. 
of  Augt.  from  Pompton.  You  certainly  cannot  be  deemed  rep- 
rehensible for  making  use  of  this  time  of  leisure  to  pay  a  visit 
to  your  family  and  friends  after  so  long  an  absence. 

When  I  mentioned  you  to  the  Commander  of  the  combined 
Forces  in  the  West  Indies,  in  the  terms  to  which  you  allude, 
I  confess  I  did  not  imagine  you  had  any  intention  of  returning 
to  my  Family  again.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  attribute  the  ex- 
pression to  the  real  motive,  that  of  wishing  to  recommend  you 
in  the  strongest  manner  to  a  Gentleman  intirely  a  stranged  to 
me,  by  acquainting  him  that  you  had  served  in  a  character  of 
the  first  importance  and  confidence. 

You  know  too  well  the  difficulties  attending  the  appointment 
of  an  Officer  to  a  command,  who  is  not  of  the  Line,  to  wish 

96 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  Tench  Tilghman. 
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to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  Army  by  accepting  such  an 
appointment;  indeed  the  Light  Corps  which  could  afford  the 
only  opening,  is  compleated.  There  is  but  one  thing  at  present 
in  my  nomination  which  would  be  worth  your  acceptance :  it 
is  that  of  Commy.  of  Prisoners;  but  perhaps  you  may  not  think 
it  so,  when  you  see,  by  the  inclosed  extract  from  the  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  department,  that  you  are  not  to  be  allowed 
a  Deputy  or  even  Clerk  to  assist  you.  The  Official  Business  will 
be  weighty  and  will  require  constant  attention  and  the  utmost 
accuracy.  If,  however,  you  will  undertake  it  upon  its  present 
terms,  I  shall  with  pleasure  confer  it  upon  you.  I  shall  be  glad 
of  your  answer  without  loss  of  time. 

If  you  accept,  I  think  it  will  be  well  for  you  to  attend  a  meet- 
ing of  Commissioners  which  is  to  commence  at  Tappan  the 
18th.  of  this  Month.  You  would  there  probably  gain  an  insight 
into  the  Business  of  the  Office  which  would  be  extremely  useful 
to  you  in  future.  I  am  &c.97 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplank's  Point, 
Saturday,  September  7, 1782. 
Parole  Heath.    Countersigns  Howe,  Steuben. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Patterson 
Colonel  Swift 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sherman 
Brigade  Major  Cushing 
Quarter  Master  of  the  Jersey  brigade 
For  duty  tomorrow  4th.  Connecticut  and  1st.  Massachusetts 
regiments. 

The  appearance  of  the  army  to  day  afforded  the  Commander 
in  chief  the  most  sensible  pleasure.  He  cannot  too  often  repeat 

u7Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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his  thanks  to  the  officers  of  all  ranks  for  their  unremitted  care 
and  attention  to  their  respective  duties. 

Untill  further  orders  there  shall  be  a  brigade  Quartermaster 
of  the  day  whose  duty  shall  be  to  see  that  the  duties  enjoyned 
the  regimental  Quartermaster  by  the  18th.  Chapter  of  the 
regulations  for  the  order  and  Decipline  of  the  troops  are  duly 
attended  to,  and  that  all  dead  carcasses  and  every  other  nui- 
sance in  the  environs  of  camp  be  removed.  He  must  see  that 
good  communications  be  opened  between  the  guards  and 
picquets  of  the  Camp  and  have  a  general  superintendence  of 
all  fatigues  ordered  for  general  purposes  in  or  near  camp,  he 
may  call  on  the  Adjutant  General  for  such  fatigue  parties  as 
he  finds  necessary  and  draw  tools  from  the  Quarter  master 
general  occasionally  but  he  must  before  he  is  relieved  return 
the  tools  at  the  place  they  were  drawn  from  or  deliver  them 
to  the  Quarter  master  who  relieves  him  taking  his  receipt 
which  is  to  be  lodged  at  the  Quartermaster  generals  office. 
The  Quartermaster  of  the  day  will  attend  the  grand  parade 
every  morning  and  report  to  the  General  officer  of  the  day.  He 
is  requested  to  dine  with  the  general  the  day  he  is  relieved 
from  duty. 

The  first  Jersey  regiment  will  tomorrow  relieve  the  3d.  Mas- 
sachusetts regiment  on  fatigue  at  West  point;  it  will  also  re- 
lieve the  small  fatigues  from  the  2d.  Connecticut  regiment 
employed  at  the  New  hospital  if  their  continuance  be  necessary. 
This  tour  is  for  seven  days  exclusive  of  the  day  the  regiment 
marches. 

This  days  review  having  prevented  the  Inspection  of  the  New 
York  brigade,  it  will  be  enspected  tomorrow  and  the  other  bri- 
gades in  succession  a  day  later  than  directed  by  the  order  of  the 
3d  instant. 

A  fatigue  for  cutting  wood  for  the  Garrison  of  Westpoint 
is  to  commence  on  monday.  The  Quarter  master  Genl.  will 
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apportion  the  quantity  demanded  and  distribute  the  axes  on 
hand  to  the  several  brigades  according  to  their  strength.  Com- 
manding officers  of  brigades  are  requested  to  have  the  wood 
cut,  transported  to  the  river  and  loaded  on  board  of  vessels,  or 
boats,  if  sufficient  can  be  procured  or  otherwise  corded  at  the 
landing  places  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  The  waggon  mas- 
ter general  will  furnish  teams  for  hailing  the  wood.  The  Quar- 
ter master  general  will  be  pleased  to  make  the  Quarter  masters 
of  brigades  responsible  for  the  return  of  the  axes  delivered  to 
them,  he  will  also  have  an  officer  of  his  department  to  see  the 
wood  measured  before  it  is  put  on  board  the  water  craft,  whose 
certificates  that  the  full  quantity  assigned  has  been  procured 
shall  excuse  any  brigade  from  further  fatigue. 

Lieutenant  Osgood  Carleton98  of  the  Invalid  regiment  is  ap- 
pointed Quartermaster  to  the  same  vice  Lieutenant  Honey- 
man"  who  resigns  that  office. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

A  detachment  from  the  ist.  New  York  regiment  will  relieve 
that  from  the  Rhode  island  regiment  stationed  at  Stoney  point, 
tomorrow  after  the  inspection,  to  remain  on  that  duty  seven 
days. 

To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  September  8, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  Excellency's  Letter 
of  the  23d  of  Augst.  and  to  inform  you,  that  Majors  Genls 
Heath  and  Knox  are  nominated  by  me,  to  meet  Lieut  Genl 

08 Lieut.  Osgood  Carlton  (Carleton),  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He 
was  transferred  to  Invalid  Regiment  in  December,  1778,  and  served  to  April,  1783,  as 
regimental  quartermaster. 

""Lieut.  William  Honcyman,  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  had  been 
wounded  at  Iron  Hill,  Del.,  in  September,  1777,  and  was  transferred  to  the  Invalid 
Regiment  in  July,  1778.  Heitman  dates  his  resignation  as  July,  1781. 
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Campbell1  and  Mr  Elliot,2  as  Commissioners  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  a  general  Cartel  for  an  Exchange  of  prisoners. 

I  propose  Sir,  that  the  Meetg  be  held  at  Tappan,  as  an  inter- 
mediate and  convenient  place,  and  that  it  commence  on  the 
18th  Day  of  this  Month,  at  which  time  my  Commissioners 
will  attend,  and  will  be  accompanied  by  the  Commissary  of 
prisoners. 

Your  Excellency's  Favor  of  the  29th.  inclosing  a  Copy  of 
Governor  Livingstons  Letter  to  you  of  the  10th.  came  in  due 
time  to  my  Hands.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  for  what  purpose 
it  was  communicated  to  me;  especially  as  I  have  more  than 
once  observed  to  you,  that,  in  matters  of  civil  resort,  I  have  ever 
avoided  any,  the  least,  Interference;  and  have  transmitted  to 
you  the  Approbation  of  the  Sovereign  power  of  these  United 
States  for  my  so  doing;  And  of  this  Nature  appears  to  be  the 
Case  of  Ezekiel  Tilton,  who  is  the  Subject  of  your  Correspond- 
ence with  the  Governor.  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  your 
Excellency  has  several  Times  lately,  taken  occasion  to  mention 
that  "all  hostilities  stand  suspended  on  your  part."  I  must  con- 
fess, that,  to  me,  this  Expression  wants  explanation.  I  can  have 
no  Conception  of  a  suspension  of  Hostilities,  but  that  which 
arises  from  a  mutual  Agreement  of  the  powers  at  War;  and 
which  extends  to  naval  as  well  as  land  Operations.  That  your 
Excellency  has  tho't  proper,  on  your  part,  to  make  a  partial  sus- 
pension, may  be  admitted ;  but  whether  this  has  been  owing  to 
political  or  other  motives,  is  not  for  me  to  decide.  It  is  however 
a  well  known  fact,  that,  at  the  same  Time,  the  British  Cruizers, 
on  our  Coasts,  have  been  more  than  usually  alert,  and  while 
Americans  are  admitted  to  understand  their  real  Interests,  it 
will  be  difficult  for  them,  when  a  Suspension  of  hostilities  is 

1Maj.  Gen.  John  Campbell.  He  was  a  lieutenant  general  in  the  British  Army  in 
America. 

2Andrew  Elliot,  royal  chief  justice  and  lieutenant  governor  of  New  York. 
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spoken  of,  to  seperate  the  Idea  of  its  extendg  to  Sea,  as  well 
as  land. 

I  cannot  ascribe  the  Inroads  of  the  Savages  upon  our  North 
Western  Frontier,  to  the  Causes  from  whence  your  Excellency 
supposes  them  to  originate;  neither  can  I  allow  that  they  are 
committed  without  the  directions  from  the  Commander  in 
Chief  in  Canada;  for  by  prisoners  and  Deserters,  it  is  apparent 
that  those  ravaging  parties  are  composed  of  white  Troops  under 
the  Command  of  Officers  regularly  commissioned,  as  well  as 
Savages ;  and  it  would  be  a  Solecism  to  suppose,  that  such  par- 
ties could  be  out,  without  the  knowledge  of  their  Commander 
in  Chief.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.3 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Sunday,  September  8,  1782. 
Parole  Alexandria.    Countersigns  Dumfries,  Colechester. 

Brigr.  Genl.  Huntington 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Vose 
For  the  day  tomorrow<  Major  Trescot 

Brigade  Major  Cox4 
Quartermaster  York  brigade 
For   duty   tomorrow   2d   Jersey   and   7th.   Massachusetts 
regiments 

The  present  mode  of  encampment,  tlio'  extremely  orna- 
mental and  convenient,  may,  without  the  utmost  care  subject 

3 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

Carleton's  letter  of  August  29,  in  the  Washington  Papers,  respecting  Governor 
Livingston's  letter,  also  said:  "If  these  Indians  come  not  solely  to  revenge  the  cruel- 
ties practised  on  their  Brethren,  their  motives  are  to  me  wholly  unknown.  To  my 
knowledge,  they  cannot  have  directions  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  on  that  side; 
and  these  proceedings  not  only  have  my  disapprobation,  but  I  shall  very  willingly 
assist  in  restoring  tranquillity  on  that  frontier  also."  This  letter  was  sent  to  Congress 
by  Washington  on  September  30. 

'Capt.  Richard  (?)  Cox. 
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us  to  the  loss  of  our  tents  by  fire.  The  Boughs  of  which  the 
Colonade  is  composed  being  so  very  dry,  that  a  spark  of  fire  or  a 
candle  falling  among  them  would  not  fail  to  set  them  instantly 
in  a  blaze.  The  Commander  in  chief  therefore  recomends  the 
gratest  circumspection  to  the  officers  in  their  Marques  and  tents, 
and  directs  the  officers  of  police  to  see  that  the  soldiers  do  not 
make  use  of  fire  or  Candles  carelessly  in  theirs. 

As  there  is  many  orders  for  checking  irregularities  with  which 
the  women,  as  followers  of  the  army,  ought  to  be  acquainted, 
The  Serjeants  of  the  companies  to  which  any  women  belong, 
are  to  communicate  all  orders  of  that  nature  to  them,  and  are 
to  be  responsible  for  neglecting  so  to  do. 

That  out  posts  and  guards  may  be  reduced  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  the  expences  and  abuses  attendant  upon  them  re- 
formed, the  Commander  in  chief  orders  that  the  public  stores 
of  every  kind  in  this  state  shall  be  collected  and  deposited  at 
Westpoint  and  Newburg,  except  such  as  may  be  indispensably 
necessary  at  Albany  for  the  support  of  the  Northren  military 
posts.  If  circumstances  require  the  continuance  of  magazines 
at  any  other  places  than  those  above  mentioned,  the  Depart- 
ments concerned  are  to  report,  with  their  reasons  at  large  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief. 

A  court  of  enquiry  of  which  Colonel  Tupper  was  president, 
sat  at  Westpoint  by  a  Garrison  order  of  the  4th.  instant  to  en- 
quire into  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  alledged  by  Lieutenant 
Barber5  of  the  Massachusetts  regiment  of  Artillery  for  over- 
staying the  term  of  his  furlough,  and  have  reported  that  he 
produced  a  certificate  shewing  that  he  was  detained  by  sickness 
which  in  their  opinion  exculpates  him. 

The  Commander  in  chief  accepts  and  approves  the  opinion 
of  the  Court. 


6Lieut.  Isaac  R.  Barber,  of  the  Third  Continental  Artillery.  He  resigned  in  October, 
1782. 
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To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  September  8, 1782. 
Sir:  The  inclosed  News-Papers,6  containg  very  important 
Intelligence,  came  to  my  Hands  this  morning.  I  do  my  self  the 
Honor  to  transmit  them  by  Express,  for  the  Observation  of 
Congress.  Iam&c.7 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  September  9, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  favor  of  the  7th.  Altho  there  may  be 
an  impropriety  in  employing  a  compa  of  the  German  prison- 
ers in  the  Garrison  of  West  point  as  Armourers  yet  I  think  it 
may  safely  be  done  at  Newburgh,  where  a  Buildg  may  be  ap- 
propriated for  a  Work  Shop.  It  seems  our  only  expedient,  and 
I  have  a  little  Doubt,  but  if  those  people  were  promised  their 
Liberty  upon  workg  faithfully  twelve  Months,  or  some  stipu- 
lated time,  they  would  perform  their  agreement. 

We  cannot  constitute  a  Court  for  the  tryal  of  Sergeant  Spi- 
noza,8 as  one  third  must  be  composed  of  Levy  Officers.  You 
had  best  therefore  order  him  to  his  Corps.  If  his  Captain  can 
prove  treasonable  practices  against  him  let  him  turn  him  over  to 
the  civil  Authority. 

I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  the  new  Arrangement  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commissy  of  Military  Stores;  will  you  be  pleased  to 
nominate  the  proper  Officers,  that  I  may  confirm  them,  and 
set  the  System  in  motion. 

"The  newspapers  are  noted  as  a  New  York  paper  of  September  J  and  a  "Boston 
Paper."  By  an  extract  from  the  New  York  paper,  sent  to  De  Vaudreuil,  in  a  brief 
note,  September  8,  "it  appears  that  Admiral  Pigot  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  on  Tuesday 
last  with  22  sail  of  the  Line."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

7In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

"Ser^t.  Peter  Spinosa  (Spino/.a),  of  the  New  York  levies. 
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Will  it  be  possible  to  get  the  field  pieces  directed  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  engraved  with  the  proper 
inscriptions  here,  or  must  the  Secretary  at  War  endeavour  to 
have  it  done  in  Philadela.  Remember  the  pieces  must  be  of 
those  taken  at  York  Town;  I  would  wish,  for  particular  rea- 
sons, that  it  might  be  done  soon.  With  much  Regard  etc.9 

CMS.H.S.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Monday,  September  9,  1782. 
Parole  Charlestown.    Countersigns  Georgetown,  Savanna. 
Major  Genl.  Howe 
Colonel  Vose 
For  the  day  tomorrows  Lieutenant  Colonel  Newhall10 
Brigade  Major  Hicks 
.Quarter  Master  1st  Connect,  brigade. 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st.  New  York  and  4th.  Massachusetts 
regiments 

The  General  in  visiting  the  landing  places  to  day  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  boats  are  now 
moored. 

The  regiments  warned  for  duty  are  to  have  their  Arms, 
accoutriments  &c.  inspected  on  the  regimental  parade  before 
troop  beating,  so  as  to  march  immediately  after,  to  the  grand 
parade. 

The  Inspector  General  (or  in  his  absence  the  inspector  of 
the  Northern  army)  the  Adjutant  general,  Brigadier  General 

9In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

On  September  9  Washington  wrote  to  Brig.  Gen.  David  Forman  "to  obtain  any 
particular  Account  from  N  York  since  the  Arrival  of  the  last  Packet  from  England, 
that  may  fall  within  your  power."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

10 Lieut.  Col.  Ezra  Newhall,  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to 
November,  1783. 
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Huntington,  Colonel  Greaton  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barber 
or  any  three  of  them  are  appointed  a  Board,  to  examine  the 
pretentions  of  the  noncommissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who 
are  Candidates  for  the  Badge  of  Merit.  The  Board  will  report 
their  opinion  to  the  Commander  in  chief. 

All  Certificates  and  recommendations  will  be  lodged  with  the 
Adjutant  General,  who  will  occasionally  summon  the  board  to 
assemble. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  recommends  to  the  officers  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  carriage  of  their  men  either  upon 
parade  or  marching,  more  especially  in  the  latter  as  the  time  of 
passing  the  reviewing  officer  or  the  officer  of  the  day,  nothing 
contributes  so  much  to  the  appearance  of  a  soldier,  or  so  plainly 
indicates  discipline,  as  an  erect  carriage,  firm  step,  and  steady 
countenance. 

At  the  particular  interception  of  Colonel  Putnam,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  is  pleased  to  pardon  Jason  Makepeace  soldier 
in  the  5th.  Massachusetts  regiment  now  under  sentence  of 
Courtmartial  and  order  him  to  join  his  regiment. 

The  Quartermaster  general  in  compliance  with  the  order  of 
the  5th.  instant  has  fixed  on  the  ferry  landing  at  Verplanks 
point,  and  the  landing  on  the  left  of  the  line  a  little  in  the  rear 
of  the  1  st.  Massachusetts  brigade  for  market  places,  at  which 
alone,  boats  bringing  vegitables  and  other  useful  articles  may 
dispose  of  them  to  the  army.  Marketing  brought  by  the  Caus- 
way  on  the  left  of  the  camp  is  to  be  disposed  of  in  front  of  the 
2d.  Massachusetts  brigade,  and  that  brought  by  the  bridge,  on 
the  right,  at  the  ferry  landing. 

The  officer  commanding  the  guard  at  the  blockhouse  on 
Verplanks  point  will  be  answerable  that  the  orders  of  the  5th. 
instant,  so  far  as  they  respect  the  regulation  of  the  Markets  be 
complied  with  at  the  ferry  landing.    The  officer  commanding 
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the  Picquets  in  front  of  the  second  Massachusetts  brigade  will 
do  the  same  at  the  Market  held  near  his  post.  A  subaltern  will 
be  appointed  purposely  to  attend  to  that  held  at  the  landing  on 
the  left,  and  the  Noncommissioned  officers  commanding  the 
contigious  Boat  and  Commissarys  guards  are  directed  to  give 
him  the  necessary  assistance. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  point, 
Tuesday,  September  10, 1782. 

MORNING  ORDERS 

Major  Darby11  is  appointed  officer  of  the  day  this  day  vice 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Newhall  indisposed. 
Parole  St.  Albans.    Countersigns,  Bagshot,  Carlile. 
Brigadier  General  Patterson 
Colonel  Z.  Butler 
For  the  day  tomorrows  Major  Wyllis 

Brigade  Major  Walker 
Qr.  Mr.  2d.  Connecticut  Brigade 
For  duty  tomorrow  2d.  New  York  and  2d.  Massachusetts 
regiments. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  that  when  General  or 
Field  officers,  Majors  of  Brigade,  and  Brigade  Quartermasters 
obtain  leave  of  absence  they  inform  the  Adjutant  General  of 
the  time  they  are  to  leave  camp  and  immediately  on  their  re- 
turn acquaint  him  of  it.  Field  officers  are  to  give  like  notice  to 
their  Major  of  Brigade,  and  company  officers  to  the  Adjutant 
of  their  regiments. 

uMaj.  Samuel  Darby,  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 
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As  Serjeants  and  corporals  are  sufficiently  distinguishable  by 
the  badges  of  their  respective  Grades,  when  the  latter  are  under 
arms  and  not  in  rank  and  file  they  are  to  carry  their  arms  as  the 
Serjeants  do. 

The  Assistant  Clothier  General  at  Newburgh  will  continue 
to  issue  shoes  to  the  regiments  which  have  drawn  the  propor- 
tions allowed  them  by  the  public  charging  the  same  to  their 
accounts.  The  general  is  persuaded  the  greatest  oeconomy  will 
be  made  use  of  in  this  article  according  to  his  former  recom- 
mendations. 

The  Board  appointed  for  the  inspection  of  Invalids  will  meet 
on  tuesday  the  17th.  instant  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  at  Colonel 
Olneys  Marquee. 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  10, 1782. 

Sir:  I  had  last  evening  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excel- 
lency's favor  of  the  7th.  from  Princetown  containing  the  agree- 
able intelligence  of  your  approach. 

I  have  immediately  forwarded  your  letter  to  Monsr.  de  le 
Tombe  by  our  Chain  of  Expresses. 

I  have  constantly  kept  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  advised  of 
Admiral  Pigots  motions,  from  the  first  information  of  his 
arrival  upon  these  Coasts  to  his  arrival  at  the  Hook. 

I  very  impatiently  await  the  time  of  welcoming  your  Excel- 
lency upon  your  again  forming  a  junction  with  the  American 
Army.  I  have  the  honor  etc.12 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

On  September  10  Washington  wrote  to  Mons.  dc  La  Tombe,  forwarding  a  letter 
and  thanking  him  for  his  care  and  zeal  in  transmitting  letters.  This  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  n,  1782. 

Sir:  I  inclose  to  you  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Dy  Judge 
Advocate. 

If  the  Appointment  of  a  Judge  Advocate  has  not  already  been 
made,  I  wish  it  may  be  speedily  attended  to.  Lt  Edward's  Duty, 
since  the  Resignation  of  Judge  Lawrence,  has  been  severe,  and 
it  may  justly  be  deemed  a  Hardship  for  him  to  continue  to  dis- 
charge the  Duty  of  the  whole  Departt,  upon  his  present  pay 
and  Emoluments. 

Your  two  letters  of  the  2d.  and  3d.  of  Septemr  with  their  in- 
closures,  have  been  reed,  and  will  be  attended  to.  Genl  Knox 
informs  me  that  he  thinks  he  shall  find  a  person  here,  who  will 
be  able  to  put  the  engravg  upon  the  two  pieces  to  be  presented 
to  Count  de  Rochambeau.  If  he  should  find  himself  disap- 
pointed, you  will  be  informed  as  soon  as  I  am  made  acquainted 
with  the  circumstance.  I  am  etc.13 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  September  11, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  When  applications,  of  a  similar  nature  to  the  in- 
closed,14 are  made  to  me,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  referring 
them  to  you.  I  know  your  distress  on  the  score  of  public  Money 
and  can  therefore  only  request  that  you  will  assist  Col.  Varick 
in  whole  or  in  part  of  his  present  demand  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  admit.  I  have  the  honor  etc.15 


lsThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

"The  inclosure  was  a  copy  of  Richard  Varick's  letter  of  September  3  to  Washington 
requesting  pay  for  his  writers  and  himself.  There  was  then  a  balance  of  $800  due 
from  the  first  of  March,  and  one  of  the  writers  had  received  no  pay  at  all. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS 

Head  Quarters,  September  n,  1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  on  the  2d  instant  to  Mr.  R.  Morris  and  re- 
quested that  the  accounts  relative  to  the  subsistence  of  Prisoners 
might  be  collected  and  forwarded.  General  Knox  has  since  de- 
sired me  to  write  to  you  for  those  particularly  which  were  in  the 
possession  of  yourself  and  him  upon  the  former  commission, 
and  for  the  Calculations  made  by  you  at  Boontown  of  the  prob- 
able balance  due  America  with  any  other  Vouchers  which  may 
in  any  degree  elucidate  the  subject.  If  these  should  not  have  been 
already  sent  forward  in  consequence  of  my  letter  of  the  2d.  be 
good  enough  to  let  it  be  done  without  loss  of  time,  as  the  Com- 
missioners are  to  meet  on  the  18th  Inst.  I  am  &c.16 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  SAMUEL  CANFIELD 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  11, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  reed  your  favor  of  the  8th.  respecting  the  Boats 
Crew  which  came  from  Long  Island  to  bring  certain  of  our 
Prisoners  to  Norwalk.  As  this  is  the  first  instance  of  the  kind  I 
have  heard  of  and  may  perhaps  have  been  fallen  upon  inadvert- 
ently for  humane  purposes,  you  will  be  pleased  therefore  to  let 
the  People  return  and  at  the  same  time  inform  the  Commandg 
Officer  at  Loyd's  Neck,17  that  you  have  reed  the  most  positive 
Orders  to  prevent  all  kind  of  intercourse  by  flag,  or  otherwise, 
except  thro'  the  Channel  of  Dobbs'  Ferry,  and  that  you  shall 
rigidly  carry  them  into  execution,  by  confining  and  holding  as 
Prisoners  every  Person  or  discription  of  Persons,  you  shall  find 
attempting  to  deviate  in  future  from  the  spirit  of  those  Orders. 

10 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
"In  Long  Island. 
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I  have  left  open  the  Letter  to  the  Executive  Authority  of  Nor- 
walk  for  your  inspection;  and  am,  Sir  etc.18 

To  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  NORWALK, 
CONNECTICUT19 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  n,  1782. 

Gentlemen :  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  9th  Instant, 
and  much  applaud  the  spirit  you  have  manifested  to  assist  in 
cutting  off  all  kind  of  intercourse  with  the  Enemy  except  at 
Dobbs  Ferry. 

With  respect  to  the  Persons  who  lately  came  without  a  Flag 
from  Loyd's  Neck  to  Norwalk,20 1  have  to  observe,  that  as  this 
is  the  first  instance  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  have  not 
thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to  detain  them,  but  have  advised 
Col  Canfield  to  write  in  the  most  pointed  terms  to  the  Com- 
mandt  of  Loyds  Neck,  that  in  case  any  other  instance  of  this 
kind  shall  happen  or  if  any  flag  should  in  future  be  sent  to  that 
quarter  under  any  pretext  whatever,  the  Persons  coming  from 
the  Enemy  will  be  considered  and  held  as  Prisoners  of  War. 

And  with  regard  to  Lieut  Quintond21  and  other  Prisoners 
who  came  out  on  Parole,  I  must  inform  you,  Gentlemen,  that  at 
the  same  time,  I  do  not  consider  myself  authorized  to  interfere 
immediately  in  Naval  Exchanges,22 1  cannot  object  to  the  ex- 
change of  the  Persons  in  question  thro'  the  usual  and  proper 

18  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

"The  draft  is  addressed  "To  the  Civil  Authority  and  Selectmen  of  Norwalk,"  but 
the  letter  to  Washington,  dated  September  9,  is  signed  by  Thaddeus  Betts,  Stephen  St. 
John,  2d,  and  Eliphalet  Lockwood,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  arid  John  Lockwood,  James 
Richards,  and  Ozias  Mervin,  Selectmen. 

These  were  American  seamen  returned  from  confinement  in  one  of  the  prison 
ships  at  New  York,  by  a  boat  and  crew  of  loyalists  from  Lloyd's  Neck,  which,  by 
Washington's  direction,  was  allowed  to  return. 

21  Lieut.  James  Quintand  (Quintond),  commander  of  a  Connecticut  ?)  armed  boat. 

22  Lieutenant  Quintand  and  his  crew  brought  with  them  a  letter  from  the  British 
commandant  at  Lloyd's  Neck,  proposing  certain  men  (American  prisoners)  for 
exchange. 
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channel.  If  the  two  Persons  you  mention23  are  now  in  the  Pro- 
vost at  West  Point,  they  will  soon  be  sent  in  with  some  other 
Prisoners  to  be  accounted  for. 

As  to  the  intercourse  you  speak  of,  between  Civil  or  other 
Characters  and  the  Enemy  on  Long  Island,  I  think  it  essential 
to  acquaint  you  explicitly,  it  is  my  fixed  opinion,  that  No  rea- 
sons of  oeconomy  or  expediency  can  warrant  the  Measure;  and 
that  every  judicious  and  practicable  plan  should  be  devised  to 
prevent  it.24  I  am  etc.25 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Wednesday,  September  n,  1782. 
Parole  Dartmouth.    Countersigns  Eaton,  Fairfield. 

Brigadier  General  Huntington 
Lieutt.  Colonels  Johnson  and  Hunt- 


For  the  Day  tomorrow 


ington 


Brigade  Major  Converse 
%  Brigade  Qr.  Mast.  Williams 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st  Connecticut  regiment  and  5th.  Con- 
necticut for  8th.  Massachusetts 

Captain  John  Doughty26  of  the  2d.  regimt.  of  Artillery  is 
appointed  Fort  Majer  for  the  Garrison  of  West  Point  untill  fur- 
ther orders  and  is  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

23Isaac  Raymond  and  Thomas  Scllcck. 

"  This  intercourse  consisted  of  those  British  paroled  prisoners  who  came  over  to 
Connecticut  from  Long  Island  to  answer  their  paroles  at  intervals  and  who  sometimes 
brought  others  with  them,  "Refugees  from  Long-Island  and  Gentlemen  of  Eminence 
come  out  of  the  State  of  Norwalk  and  Contract  with  some  Boat  to  set  them  across  the 
Sound,  of  this  Rank  arc  sundry  now  at  Long-Island  and  by  what  Authority  we  cannot 
tell,  our  People  also  on  Parole  on  Long-Island  cross  the  Sound  and  for  Excuse  say  they 
had  no  Money  to  Defray  the  Expcnccs  of  a  Journey  by  Dobbs  Ferry."  This  letter, 
dated  Sept.  9,  1782,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

2"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

jr'Of  the  Second  Continental  Artillery.  He  served  to  the  close  of  the  war;  was  major 
of  U.  S.  Artillery  in  August,  1784,  and  September,  1789;  appointed  lieutenant  colonel 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 

Thursday,  September  12, 1782. 

Parole  Gosport.    Countersigns  Darnford,  Illford. 

Major  General  Heath 

Lieutt.  Colo.  Gray 

Major  Graham 

Brigade  Major  Smith 

Brigade  Qr.  Mr.  Ripley27 

„      .  [5th.  Massachusetts  and 

tor  duty  tomorrows  a ,    , ,        ,  -.        ,    ~ 

18th.  Massachusetts  tor  5th.  Conn.  regt. 

The  post  for  the  Southward  will  set  out  every  Thursday  morn- 
ing at  11  o'clock  and  return  from  thence  every  Sunday  at  one 
o'clock  P.  M. 

The  post  for  the  Eastward  and  Northward  will  set  out  every 
Wednesday  morning  at  11  o'clock,  and  return  from  thence 
every  Thursday  at  Twelve. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  September  12, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  As  soon  as  the  french  Army  arrives,  which  will  be 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  next,  I  will  contrive  to  know  whether 
the  field  pieces  or  royal  Howitzers,  will  be  most  acceptable  to 
Count  de  Rochambeau,  and  will  inform  you.  I  think  with  you, 
that  the  Inscription  had  best  be  in  Latin.  If  the  Person  belong- 
ed the  Second  U.  S.  Infantry  in  March,  1791,  which  he  declined,  and  retired  from  the 
service. 

On  September  11  Washington  wrote  to  the  President  of  Congress  inclosing  "the 
Return  of  Recruits  which  have  joined  the  Army  up  to  the  31st  of  August  last."  This 
letter  is  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress.  The  return,  which  accompanies  it, 
shows  a  total  of  1,958  recruits. 

^Hezekiah  Ripley.  He  was  quartermaster  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment 
and  served  to  June,  1783. 


150  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Sept. 

ing  to  the  Artillery  can  do  the  engraving,  I  will  send  down  the 
proposed  Inscription  (a  copy  of  which  I  inclose)  to  Phila.  and 
have  it  translated  into  elegant  Latin. 

Capt  Doughty,  is  by  general  Orders,  appointed  fort  Major  of 
West  point  and  its  Dependencies.  With  much  Regard  etc.28 

[MS.H.S.] 

*To  THOMAS  BEE29 

Head  Qrs.,  Verplanks  point,  September  12, 1782. 

Sir :  Mr.  Brailsf ord  did  me  the  honor  to  present  your  favor  of 
the  2 1  st.  Ulto.  and  I  thank  you  for  introducing  so  agreeable  and 
well  informed  a  Gentleman  to  my  acquaintance. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Bee  and  you  prepose  to  honor 
Mount  Vernon  with  a  call  on  your  return  to  Carolina.  I  wish 
I  could  be  there  to  give  you  a  welcome.  Mrs.  Washington  will 
be  more  fortunate,  and  I  am  sure  will  enjoy  the  pleasure.  I  have 
only  to  wish  that  your  stay  may  not  be  confined  to  a  day  or  two; 
I  am  certain  the  length  of  it  will  add  to  the  pleasure. 

I  pray  you  to  present  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Bee  and  to  be 
assured  that  I  am  etc. 

*To  JAMES  McHENRY 

Verplanks  point,  September  12,  1782. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  am  pained  to  find  by  your  letter  of  the  30th 
Ulto.,  that  you  cannot  get  rid  of  your  fever.  Try  change  of  Air; 

^In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

On  September  12,  according  to  a  newspaper  clipping  in  the  Toner  Transcripts  in 
the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington  wrote  again  to  Knox  on  the  death  of  his  son: 
"I  sincerely  condole  with  Mrs.  Knox  on  the  loss  you  have  sustained.  In  determining 
to  submit  patiently  to  the  decrees  of  the  Allwisc  disposer  of  Human  events,  you  will 
find  the  only  true,  and  substantial  comfort  under  the  greatest  of  calamities.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  the  lenient  hand  of  time  will  no  doubt  be  necessary  to  soothe  the  keener 
feelings  of  a  fond  and  tender  Mother.  My  best  respects  arc  offered,  and  be  assured  that 
with  much  truth  I  am  etc." 

'"Delegate  to  Congress  from  South  Carolina.  President  Washington  appointed  him 
judge  of  the  U.  S.  Court  for  the  District  of  South  Carolina  in  1790. 
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come  to  the  Camp,  anything  to  remove  a  disorder  which  seems 
to  pursue  you  with  unabating  obstinacy,  and  may,  if  suffered  to 
run  on  you  any  longer,  become  too  powerful  for  Medicine. 
The  Army  has  at  length  taken  the  Field,  and  is  Encamped  at 
this  place;  waiting  a  junction  with  the  French  Corps;  which 
will,  I  expect,  take  effect  in  the  course  of  this  Week.30 

Our  prospect  of  Peace  is  vanishing.  The  death  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Rockingham  has  given  a  shock  to  the  New  Adminis- 
tration, and  disordered  its  whole  System.  Fox,  Burke,  Lord 
John  Cavendish  Lord  Heppel  (and  I  believe  others)  have  left 
it;  Earl  Shelburne  takes  the  lead  as  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury; 
to  which  Office  he  was  appointed  by  the  King,  in  the  instant 
the  vacancy  happened  by  the  death  of  Lord  Rockingham.  This 
Nobleman,  Lord  Shelburne  I  mean,  declares  that,  the  Sun  of 
Great  Britain  will  set,  the  moment  American  Independency  is 
acknowledged,  and  that  no  Man  has  ever  heard  him  give  an 
assent  to  the  measure.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond asserts,  that  the  Ministry,  of  which  Lord  Shelburne  is 
one,  came  into  Office  pledged  to  each  other,  and  upon  the 
Express  condition  that  America  should  be  declared  Independ- 
ent, that  he  will  watch  him;  and  the  moment  he  finds  him 
departing  therefrom,  he  will  quit  Administration,  and  give  it 
every  opposition  in  his  power.  That  the  King  will  push  the 
War  as  long  as  the  Nation  will  find  Men  or  Money,  admits 
not  of  a  doubt  in  my  mind.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct,  as 
well  as  his  last  Proroguing  Speech  on  the  nth  of  July,  plainly 
indicate  it;  and  shews  in  a  clear  point  of  view  the  impolicy  of 
relaxation  on  our  parts.  If  we  are  wise,  let  us  prepare  for  the 
worst;  there  is  nothing  which  will  so  soon  produce  a  speedy 
and  honorable  Peace  as  a  State  of  preparation  for  War,  and  we 

30  On  September  13  Washington  wrote  a  brief  note  of  welcome  to  Comte  de  Rocham- 
beau:  "I  send  Colo  Tilghman,  one  of  my  aides  de  camp,  to  meet  and  attend  your 
Excellency  to  my  Quarters."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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must  either  do  this,  or  lay  our  acct.  for  a  patched  up  inglorious 
Peace,  after  all  the  Toil,  Blood,  and  treasure  we  have  spent. 
This  has  been  my  uniform  opinion,  a  doctrine  I  have  endeav- 
oured, amidst  the  torrent  of  expectation  of  an  approaching 
Peace,  to  inculcate;  the  event,  I  am  sure,  will  justify  me  in  it. 
With  much  truth  I  am  etc.  C  h.  l.  ] 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  13,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  a  Copy  of  Lt.  Col. 
Huntingtons31  remarks  upon  the  claim  of  Rank  preferred 
against  him  by  Lt.  Colo.  Gray.  By  which  it  will  appear  that  Lt. 
Colo.  Livingston's32  pay  was  stopped  from  the  10th  of  October 
1778  and  returned  to  the  Pay  Mr.  General.  It  remains  for  me  to 
account  for  the  reason  of  Lt.  Colo.  Livingstons  resignation  be- 
ing registered  by  me  as  having  been  accepted  on  the  10th.  of 
October  1778. 

Lt.  Colo.  Livingston  left  his  Regt.  then  in  Rhode  Island, 
sometime  in  Augst.  1778,  and  upon  the  10th.  of  October  fol- 
lowing wrote  to  me,  desiring  liberty  to  resign.  My  answer  to 
him  was,  that  as  soon  as  he  produced  Vouchers  of  having  set- 
tled his  public  Accounts  his  resignation  should  be  accepted. 
He  remained  with  his  family  in  Jersey,  without  taking  any 
steps  to  make  the  necessary  settlements,  nor,  from  what  I  can 
recollect  at  this  distance  of  time,  did  he  seem  inclined  to  do  so. 
It  was  therefore  determined  at  length  to  take  his  resignation 
and  to  date  it  from  the  10th.  of  October  1778,  the  time  at  which 
he  requested  it,  because  he  had  never  from  that  period  returned 
to  his  duty,  nor  could  any  precise  time  but  that  be  affixed  for 

31  Lieut.  Col.  Ebcnczcr  Huntington. 

3JLieut.  Col.  William  Smith  Livingston,  of  Webb's  Additional  Continental  regiment. 
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so  doing.  I  cannot  now  ascertain  the  exact  time  at  which  this 
was  signified  to  Lt.  Colo.  Livingston,  but  it  appears  from  ex- 
tracts of  letters  from  him  to  then  Major  Huntington  who  com- 
manded the  Regiment  (Colo.  Webb  being  prisoner  of  War) 
that  he  was  not  anxious  to  have  it  known  he  had  quitted  the 
service.  But  as  soon  as  Major  Huntington  was  regularly  in- 
formed that  his  resignation  had  been  accepted  as  on  the  ioth. 
of  October  1778,  he  directed  him  to  be  struck  off  the  Rolls,  and 
his  pay  to  be  stopped  from  that  time  and  returned  to  the  Pay 
M.Genl.  which  was  done,  as  appears  by  Mr.  Beers's33  Certificate. 
When  the  promotions  in  the  Regt.  then  one  of  the  16,  were 
made;  Major  Huntington  succeeded  to  Livingston's  vacancy, 
fixed  at  the  ioth.  of  October  1778,  and  the  other  Officers 
accordingly. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  there  were  at  the  time 
substantial  reasons  for  affixing  Livingstons  resignation  to  the 
ioth.  of  October  1778,  and  if  that  period  is  now  departed  from, 
it  will  affect  the  Commissions  of  a  number  of  Officers  who 
date  their  Rank  from  thence. 

It  has  been  thought  that  a  latin  inscription  upon  the  Pieces  to 
be  presented  to  Count  de  Rochambeau  will  be  more  proper,  as 
being  an  universal  language  in  Europe,  than  one  in  English.  I 
must  therefore  request  the  favor  of  you  to  get  the  inclosed  ele- 
gantly translated.  It  may  be  done  by  applying  to  one  of  the 
professors  of  the  College  of  Philada.  I  believe  a  Man  belonging 
to  the  Artillery  can  do  the  engraving.  The  pieces  are  with  the 
park  at  West  point.  You  will  be  good  enough  to  return  the  in- 
scription translated  as  soon  as  possible.34 

In  my  letter  of  the  4th.  instant,  I  requested,  for  the  reasons 
therein  given,  that  all  Passports,  for  Officers  going  from  the 

33 Nathan  Beers,  paymaster  of  Webb's  Additional  Continental  regiment. 
44  No  copy  of  this  inscription  is  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Prisoners  of  War  into  New  York,  might  be  signed  by  yourself. 
The  necessity  for  this  is  every  day  more  apparent.  I  have  de- 
tained a  Mr.  Garden35  of  the  23d  Regt.  who  was  proceeding 
upon  the  inclose  passport  given  by  Colo.  Gibson  and  counter- 
signed by  Genl.  Hazen,  without  even  specifying  that  your  con- 
sent had  been  obtained.  If  you  think  it  proper  that  he  should  go 
into  New  York  be  pleased  to  signify  it.  If  you  do  not,  he  shall 
return  to  Lancaster. 

I  inclose  you  a  Certificate  of  M.  Barlow,30  Chaplain  to  the  3d 
Mass.  Brigade.  He  wishes  to  be  favored  with  your  Warrant. 
With  Regard  etc.37 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Friday  September  13, 1782. 
Parole  Kendall.    Countersigns,  Leeds,  Maiden. 
Major  General  Howe 
Lt.  Colonel  Cochran 
Major  Pittingall 
Brigade  Major  Williams 
Brigade  Qur.  Master  Tuckerman 
For  duty  tomorrow  3d.  Connecticut  and  3d.  Massachusetts 
regiments 

At  a  General  Courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Micheal  Jack- 
son is  president: 

Lieutenant  Boss,38  of  the  Invalid  regiment  charged  with  con- 
ducting himself  in  a  manner  unbecoming  an  officer  and  gentle- 
man on  the  29th.  June  last  and  since  by  being  repeatedly  drunk 

"Alexander  Garden,  quartermaster  of  the  Twenty-third  Foot,  British  Army. 
"""Joel  Barlow.  He  served  to  June,  1783. 

37 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman  and  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
as  Lieut.  George  Boss,  formerly  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiment. 


For  the  day  tomorrow 
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for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time,  reflecting  on  the  American 
service  and  treating  the  officers  with  very  insolent  and  abusive 
language,  was  tried  September  3d.  1782. 

The  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that,  that  part  of 
the  charge  against  Lieutenant  Boss  "being  repeatedly  drunk 
for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time"  is  not  fully  supported,  yet  they 
think  he  has  been  repeatedly  drunk.  They  are  of  opinion  that 
the  other  parts  of  the  charge  are  supported  and  that  he  is  guilty 
of  conducting  himself  in  a  manner  unbecoming  an  officer  and 
gentleman  in  breach  of  article  21st.  section  14  of  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  and  sentence  that  he  be  discharged  from  the 
service. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

By  the  same  General  court  martial,  Ensign  Bloodgood,39  of  the 
first  New  York  regiment  was  tried  for  behaving  in  a  scandalous 
and  infamous  manner  in  the  latter  end  of  January  on  the  begin- 
ing  of  February  in  taking  money  out  of  the  Drawer  in  the  Bar- 
room of  the  widow  Charity  Jacobus  in  a  Clandestine  manner 
and  when  publicly  charged  therewith,  not  to  clear  up  his  Char- 
acter to  the  officers  of  the  regiment  when  brought  to  an  account 
for  such  conduct.  The  Court  on  Consideration  are  of  opinion 
that  Ensign  Bloodgood  did  take  some  money  from  the  widow 
Jacobus  without  her  knowledge  and  consent  and  though  they 
do  not  think  he  took  it  with  an  intention  ultimately  to  defraud 
her  of  it  yet  they  his  conduct  highly  reprehensible  and  unbe- 
coming the  Character  of  an  officer;  On  the  other  part  of  the 
charge  the  court  are  of  opinion  that  Ensign  Bloodgood  took 
the  measures  that  were  in  his  power  to  clear  up  his  Character 
to  the  officers. 

The  Court  sentence  Ensign  Bloodgood  to  be  repremanded  by 
the  Commander  in  chief  in  General  orders. 


""Ensign  William  Bloodgood.  He  resigned  in  December,  1782. 
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From  a  consideration  of  the  circumstances  the  Commander 
in  chief  cannot  but  think  Ensign  Bloodgood  is  much  indebted 
to  the  lenity  of  the  court  for  the  mildness  of  their  sentence  he 
hopes  this  will  prove  a  warning  against  practices  of  the  like  na- 
ture in  future  which  tho  perhaps  committed  without  a  criminal 
intention  have  too  much  the  appearance  of  it. 

Ensign  Bloodgood  is  released  from  his  arrest. 

By  the  same  General  courtmartial,  Captn.  McFarland40  of  the 

Invalid  regiment  was  tried  for  "Disobedience  of  orders  in  not 

joining  his  regiment  'till  the  20th.  of  July  last  although  he  had 

the  following  order  sent  him  for  that  purpose  from  Colonel 

Nicola. 

Fishkill,  April  21st.  1782. 

In  consequence  of  his  Excellencys  the  commander  in  chiefs  order  com- 
municated to  me  by  Maj.  Genl.  Lord  Sterling  I  am  to  direct  you  to  march 
all  the  Invalids  under  your  command  to  this  place,  and  expect  you  will 
commence  your  march  in  forty  eight  hours  after  the  receipt  of  this. 

Fishkill  19.  June  1782. 

As  your  disobedience  a  second  time  upon  express  order  to  march  here 
will  probably  be  much  construed  to  your  disadvantage  and  when  en- 
quired into  which  it  certainly  will  when  you  arrive  your  reasons  may  not 
be  thought  valid,  you  must  be  mustered  and  returned  absent  without 
leave  and  that  I  may  not  be  censured  am  under  the  disagreable  necessity 
of  ordering  you  to  join  the  regiment  immediately. 

The  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  Captn.  Mc- 
Farland  is  not  guilty  of  the  charge  against  him  and  do  acquit 
him. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Captn.  McFarland  is  released  from  his  arrest. 

At  the  same  Genl.  courtmartial,  Nathan  Potter,  a  soldier  of 
the  3d.  Connecticut  regiment  was  tried  for  "  Desertion."  The 

40Capt.  Moses  McFarland,  formerly  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  had 
been  wounded  at  Bunker  Hill  in  June,  1775;  transferred  to  the  Invalid  Regiment  in 
March,  1779;  served  to  close  of  the  war. 
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Court  upon  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  Article  ist.  Section  6th.  of  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war  and  do  sentence  him  to  receive  fifty  lashes  on 
his  naked  back. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  and  directs  that  Nathan  Potter  receive  his  punishment 
at  the  head  of  the  regiment  he  belongs  to  at  such  time  as  the 
commanding  officer  of  it  shall  direct. 

The  first  Massachusetts  regiment  to  releive  the  first  New 
Jersey  regiment  now  on  fatigue  at  Westpoint  on  Sunday  next 
the  15th.  instant  for  seven  days  exclusive  of  the  day  it  marches. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

At  half  after  seven  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  the  several 
Brigades  will  parade  in  front  of  their  respective  encampments, 
wheel  to  the  right  by  platoons,  and  (except  the  second  Jersey 
regiment  which  is  to  stand  fast)  march  to  the  right  in  open 
Columns  untill  they  have  their  distances,  when  they  will  halt; 
Order  firelocks,  and  wait  for  orders. 

As  the  intention  of  drawing  out  the  troops  tomorrow  is  to 
complement  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Rochambeau;  The 
troops  as  he  passes  them  will  pay  him  the  honors  due  the  Com- 
mander in  chief.  On  this  occasion  the  tallest  men  are  to  be  in 
the  front  rank.41 


4tIn  the  Historical  Register  for  May,  1858,  p.  132,  is  printed  a  brief  note  from  Wash- 
ington, undated,  but  written  Sept.  14,  1782,  to  Lieut.  Levi  Holden,  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief's  Guard:  "Mr.  Holden:  Have  the  Guard  clean  and  ready  to  receive  Count  de 
Rochambeau  who  is  to  be  here  to  breakfast  this  morning"  and  also,  another  brief  note, 
dated  "Saturday",  which  was  September  14.  "The  barge  is  to  go  over  for  the  Count. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  family  will  go  over  with  it.  You  will  therefor  know  when 
he  is  coming."  Copies  of  these  notes  are  in  the  Toner  Transcripts  in  the  Library  of 
Congress. 

The  Comte  reached  Washington's  quarters  on  September  14.  Rochambeau  in  his 
Memoires  states  that  out  of  respect  and  gratitude  for  France  the  Comte  was  received 
through  a  double  line  of  troops,  equipped,  armed,  and  clothed  partly  from  supplies 
brought  from  France  and  partly  from  the  British  stores  captured  at  Yorktown,  which 
the  French  had  generously  given  up  to  the  Americans.  General  Washington  had 
his  drums  beat  the  French  march  during  the  whole  time  of  the  review.   Thacher's 


For  the  day  tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Saturday,  September  14,  1782. 
Parole  Kingston.    Countersigns  Lynn,  Margate. 
Brigadier  Genl.  Patterson 
Majors  Spurr42  and  Majr.  B.  Porter 
Brigade  Major  Cushing 
Brigade  Qr.  Mast.  Appleton 
For  duty  tomorrow  2d.  Connecticut  and  9th.  Massachusetts 
regiments 

The  2d.  Newyork  regiment  will  relieve  the  men  of  the  first 
on  duty  at  Stoney  point  and  Kakiat  tomorrow. 

One  hundred  men  from  the  several  Brigades  properly  offi- 
cerd  to  be  at  the  Quartermaster  generals  office  precisely  at 
seven  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  for  fatigue. 

The  general  Courtmartial  whereof  Col.  Micheal  Jackson  is 
president  is  disolved. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Sunday,  September  15,  1782. 
Parole  Louis  16th.   Countersigns  Rochambeau,  Chattelux. 


Military  Journal  thus  describes  the  occasion:  "The  whole  army  was  paraded  under 
arms  this  morning  (September  14)  in  order  to  honor  his  Excellency  Count  Rocham- 
beau on  his  arrival  from  the  southward.  The  troops  were  all  formed  in  two  lines  ex- 
tending from  the  ferry  where  the  Count  crossed,  to  his  quarters.  A  troop  of  horse  met 
and  received  him  at  King's  ferry,  and  conducted  him  through  the  line  to  General  Wash- 
ington's quarters,  where  sitting  on  his  horse  by  the  side  of  his  Excellency,  the  whole 
army  marched  before  him  and  paid  the  usual  salute  and  honors.  Our  troops  were  now 
in  complete  uniform  and  exhibited  every  mark  of  soldiery  discipline.  Count  Rocham- 
beau was  most  highly  gratified  to  perceive  the  very  great  improvement  which  our 
army  had  made  in  appearance  since  he  last  reviewed  them,  and  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment at  their  rapid  progress  in  military  skill  and  discipline." 

"''Maj.  John  Spurr,  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment.    He  served  to  January, 
1783. 
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For  the  day  tomorrow 


Brigr.  General  Huntington 

Major  Olney 

Major  Reading43 

Brigade  Major  Cox 

Brigade  Quartermaster  Morrill44 
For  duty  tomorrow  4th.  Connecticut  and  6th.  Massachusetts 
regiments. 

A  Field  officer,  two  captains,  two  subs,  eight  Serjeants,  one 
Drum  one  fife,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  rank  and  file  to 
be  at  the  ferry  on  the  right  tomorrow  morning  by  sunrise  they 
are  to  man  the  boats  and  assist  in  crossing  the  French  army. 
The  first  Newyork  regiment  for  this  duty  to  be  relieved  by  the 
second  Massachusetts  regiment  tomorrow  at  sunset. 

To  JOSEPH  REED 

Head  Quarters,  September  15,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Appeal  contained  in  your  Letter  of  the  nth 
instant,  is  equally  unexpected  and  surprising.45 

Not  knowing  the  particular  Charges  which  are  alledged 
against  you,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  a  specific  Reply,  I 
can  therefore  only  say  in  general  Terms,  that  the  Employments 
you  sustained  in  the  Year  1776,  and  in  that  period  of  the  Year, 
when  we  experienced  our  greatest  Distress,  are  a  proof  that 

^Maj.  Samuel  Reading,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  served  to  Novem- 
ber, 1783. 

u Ensign  Joseph(?)  Morrill,  of  the  First  New  York  Regiment.   He  served  to  June, 

1783- 

^Reed's  letter  of  September  n  is  not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers.  Several 
pamphlets,  pro  and  con,  were  published  at  the  time  and  were  collected  and  repub- 
lished by  J.  Munsell,  Albany,  1868,  under  the  title  "A  reprint  of  the  Reed  and  Cad- 
wallader  pamphlets."  Sparks  has  the  following  note  to  the  above  letter:  "Reed  had 
become  engaged  in  an  acrid  political  controversy  with  General  Cadwallader,  in  which 
it  was  charged  that  in  December,  1776,  he  had  meditated  going  over  to  the  British. 
He  asked  Washington  for  '  a  few  lines  expressive  of  your  sense  of  my  conduct  in  the 
fall  and  winter  of  1776,'  and  to  give  his  sanction  to  using  the  letters  Washington  had 
written  to  him  at  that  time." 
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you  was  not  suspected  by  me  of  Infidelity  or  Want  of  Integ- 
rity, for  had  the  least  Suspicion  of  the  kind  reached  my  mind, 
either  from  Observation  or  Report,  I  should  most  assuredly 
have  marked  you  out  as  a  fit  Object  of  Resentment. 

While  on  Our  retreat  thro'  Jersey,  I  remember  your  being 
sent  from  Newark,  to  the  Assembly  of  N.  Jersey  then  sitting, 
to  rouse  and  animate  them  to  spirited  Measures  for  our  Sup- 
port; And  at  the  same  time  Genl  Mifflin  was  sent  to  Pennsyl- 
vania for  the  same  purpose.  This  Employ  was  certainly  a 
Mark  of  my  Confidence  in  you  at  that  Time. 

Your  Conduct,  so  far  as  it  came  to  my  immediate  notice 
during  the  short  period  we  lay  on  the  West  [bank]  of  the  Dela- 
ware, appeared  sollicitous  for  the  public  Good ;  And  your  Con- 
duct at  Princetown  evidenced  a  Spirit  and  Zeal,  which  to  me 
appeared  laudable  and  becomg  a  Man  well  affected  to  the  cause 
we  were  engaged  in. 

It  is  rather  a  disagreeable  circumstance,  to  have  private  and 
confidential  Letters,  hastily  written  as  all  mine  of  that  Class 
are,  upon  a  Supposition  that  they  would  remain  between  the 
parties  only,  produced  as  Evidence  in  a  Matter  of  public  Dis- 
cussion; but  conscious  that  my  public  and  private  Sentiments, 
are  at  all  times  alike;  I  shall  not  withhold  the  Letters,  should 
you  think  them  absolutely  necessary  to  your  Justification. 

If  I  have  in  my  possession  any  such  Letter  as  you  particu- 
larly allude  to,  it  is  not  at  present  with  me;  being  in  the  field, 
perfectly  light,  I  have  divested  myself  of  all  Papers  public  and 
private,  but  such,  of  late  Date,  as  I  tho't  might  have  occasion, 
in  my  present  Situation,  to  refer  to;  the  others  remain  at  a 
considerable  Distance  from  me.  I  am  &c.40 


''"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  The  word  in  brackets  is  in 
the  writing  of  Washington. 
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To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  September  16, 1782. 

Sir :  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that 
Wednesday  next,  the  18th.  of  this  month,  had  been  fixed  upon 
for  the  meeting  of  Commissioners  to  settle  a  General  Cartel  and 
for  other  purposes :  But  I  have  been  obliged  to  request  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  that  it  may  be  postponed  a  Week  longer,  as  I  have  not 
yet  been  favoured  by  your  Excellency,  with  an  answer  to  my  let- 
ter of  the  28th.  of  August,  which  is  so  essential,  that  untill  I  ob- 
tain it,  I  can  neither  make  out  powers  or  instructions  to  the 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Your  Excellency  can  readily  conceive,  how  disagreeable  it 
will  be,  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  putting  off  the  time  of  meet- 
ing beyond  the  period  which  I  have  now  appointed.  I  therefore 
most  earnestly  request,  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  the  answer 
of  Congress,  so  far  previous  to  the  26th.  of  this  Month,  as  will 
afford  me  time  to  make  out  the  necessary  powers  and  instruc- 
tions. I  have  the  honor  etc.47 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  16, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  Notwithstanding  your  letter  of  the  28th.  of  August, 
in  which  you  mentioned  that  Congress  had  taken  up  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  former  Commissioner,  and  a  most  pressing  letter 
of  my  own  to  the  President  of  the  28th.  of  last  Month,  request- 
ing to  know  whether  Congress  would  confirm  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  exchange  for  Mr.  Laurens,  and  whether  they  would 
consent  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby's  proposition 

47 In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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of  exchanging  seamen  for  Soldiers,  I  have  not  received  a  Syl- 
lable in  answer.  This  has  put  me  under  the  disagreeable  neces- 
sity of  requesting  that  the  meeting  which  was  to  have  been  held 
at  Tappan  on  Wednesday  next,  may  be  postponed  to  Wednes- 
day the  26th.  I  have  written  by  this  opportunity  to  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  subject.  But  as  you  know  the  delicacy  which  must 
be  used  in  urging  a  matter  to  that  Body,  I  must  request  you  to 
hint  my  embarrassed  situation  to  such  members  as  you  may 
have  influence  with,  and  request  them  to  push  the  matters  be- 
fore them  forward.  It  will  appear  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  to  the 
World  trifling  and  ridiculous  to  postpone  the  meeting  again, 
but  this  I  shall  be  obliged  to  do,  or  send  down  our  Commis- 
sioners in  no  wise  prepared,  if  I  do  not  hear  from  Congress.48 

Since  my  letters  to  you  of  the  1st.  and  2d.  instant  I  have  re- 
ceived dispatches  from  General  Greene  of  the  12th.  of  Augt.  in 
which  he  informs  me  that  conformable  to  my  orders  of  the 
18th.  of  March  last,  he  shall,  in  case  the  Enemy  evacuate  Charles- 
town,  put  in  motion  toward  the  Northward,  the  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Delaware  Lines,  the  1st.  and  4th.  Regs,  of  Cav- 
alry and  Lee's  Legion  under  the  command  of  Gcnl.  Wayne, 
Remaining  himself  with  the  Virginian,  North  and  South  Caro- 
linians and  Georgians  and  3d.  Regiment  of  Dragoons.  The  Vir- 
ginian Recruits  will  be  ordered  to  remain  in  the  State.  The 
Force  to  be  left  to  the  southward  will  upon  General  Greenes 
lowest  calculation,  amount  to  1500  Infantry,  150  Cavalry  and 
100  Artillery,  all  Continental,  of  these  800  were  expected  shortly 
from  No.  Carolina,  but  had  not  come  in.  And  supposing  the 

**  Before  this  letter  was  received  Congress  had,  on  September  16,  agreed  upon  a 
commission  authorizing  Washington  to  negotiates  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  for- 
warded the  same  to  the  Commander  in  Chief.  (See  the  Journals  oj  the  Continental 
Congress,  Sept.  16,  1782.)  This  commission,  the  signed  and  scaled  parchment  origi- 
nal of  which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers,  was  inclosed  in  the  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary at  War  to  Washington,  Sept  17,  1782,  which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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States  of  south  Carolina  and  Georgia  should  be  fortunate  in 
filling  their  Battalions  to  several  hundred  more;  for  at  the  time 
of  his  writing  south  Carolina  had  only  60  or  80  Men  engaged 
and  Georgia  about  150. 

General  Greene  wishes  to  know  whether  this  arrangement 
would  be  agreeable  and  as  the  matter  has  been,  thro'  you,  sub- 
mitted to  Congress,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  whether  any  thing 
and  what  has  been  determined  upon,  and  whether  instructions 
have  been  forwarded  to  him.  I  am  etc.49 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  September  16, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Partly  for  want  of  answers  to  my  letters  to  you  of 
the  2d.  and  4th.  instants,  requesting  Money  for  the  use  of  our 
Commissioners  and  the  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  Pris- 
oners, and  partly  for  want  of  answers  to  some  matters  proposed 
by  me  to  Congress,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  deferring 
the  meeting,  which  was  appointed  on  the  18th.,  to  the  26th.  of 
this  month. 

It  will  be  extremely  disagreeable  to  me  to  be  obliged  again  to 
defer  the  proposed  meeting,  I  therefore  most  earnestly  request, 
that  so  much  of  the  business  as  depends  upon  you,  may  be  for- 
warded to  me  between  this  and  the  26th.;  as  much  before  as 
possible. 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  inclose  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  Contractors 
Instructions  to  their  Issuers  in  West  point,  and  to  quere,  whether 
they  are  authorized  by  you,  to  take  all  their  Receipts  for  their 
Issues,  as  delivered  under  the  Contract  for  the  moving  Army  ? 
I  have  the  honor  etc.50 


'In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman  and  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR 

Head  Quarters,  September  16,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  Letter  of  the  10th.  instant,  which 
I  received  yesterday  by  post,  I  send  you  inclosed,  a  Copy  of  my 
Letter  to  you  of  the  8th.  of  last  Month,  which  went  to  Phila 
under  Cover  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  who  was  desired  to  see  it 
forwarded  to  you.  By  what  misfortune  it  has  failed,  I  cannot 
say;  but  rather  suppose  it  must  have  been  sent  into  the  Country, 
while  you  have  been  absent  from  Town,  and  by  that  means 
has  miscarried. 

Your  Command  is  waiting  your  Arrival,  and  I  shall  be  glad 
to  see  you  in  the  field  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  &c.01 

To  THE  CONTRACTORS  FOR  THE  MOVING  ARMY 

Head  Quarters,  Verplank's  Point,  September  16, 1782. 
Gentn :  By  my  Letter  of  the  25th.  ulto  informing  you  that  the 
Army  was  about  to  take  the  Field  and  pointing  out  its  disposi- 
tion ;  I  imagined  you  would  have  understood  that  a  proportion 
of  Hospital  Stores  was  as  necessary  as  that  of  other  Species  of 
supplies  and  that  a  Magazine  of  them  would  have  been  estab- 
lished in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Main  Army,  not  only  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  sick  in  the  Field,  but  for  that  of  Officers 
who  may  chuse  to  commute  their  Rations.  I  am  informed  that 
this  is  not  the  case,  and  that  the  nearest  issuing  Stores  of  Hos- 
pital supplies  is  at  New  Windsor.  I  am  therefore,  as  I  am 
authorized  by  the  tenor  of  the  Contract  for  the  moving  Army, 
to  desire  you  to  bring  down  a  proper  supply  of  those  Articles  to 
a  place  as  near  and  convenient  to  the  Main  Army  as  possible. 
I  am  etc.52 


"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  JOHN  POPKIN 

Head  Quarters,  September  16, 1782. 

Sir:  Complaint  having  lately  been  made  to  me,  by  the  Mar- 
quis de  Vaudreuil  commanding  the  Fleet  of  His  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  in  the  Harbor  of  Boston,  that  numbers  of  his 
seamen  and  soldiers  have  deserted,  and  that  he  has  reason  to 
believe  many  of  them  are  engaged  in  the  Continental  service. 
These  are  to  direct  you,  to  make  immediate  enquiry  among  the 
Recruits  which  may  be  assembled  at  your  place  of  rendezvous, 
and  if  you  discover  any,  either  soldiers  or  sailors,  belonging 
to  the  service  of  France,  you  are  to  send  them  immediately 
under  proper  guard  to  Monsr.  de  la  Tombe  Consul  of  France 
at  Boston.  And  you  are  in  future  on  no  account  whatever,  to 
pass  any  Foreigner,  except  he  can  produce  full  and  satisfactory 
proof  that  he  does  not  belong  to  the  Army  or  Navy  of  France. 
I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  are  Letters  for  the  Officers  at  Springfield  and 
Wells,  similar  to  yours,  which  I  request  you  to  forward,  pre- 
viously addressing  the  one  for  Wells.03 

*To  JOHN  MITCHELL 

Verplanks  point,  September  16,  1782. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  should  have  answered  your  Letter  of  the  21st.  ulto. 
before  this,  if  a  good  oppertunity  of  forwarding  the  Balle.  due 
you,  had  presented,  as  I  intended  that  both  the  Letter  and 
money  should  go  together.  By  the  statement  in  your  letter, 
there  appears  to  be  ^42.0  8  due  you,  which  I  now  send  by 
Colo.  Steward.   Arising  from  the  old  Ballance  of  ^3,  and 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman;  the  P.  S.  is  in  that  of  Hodijah 
Baylies.  The  same  letter,  minus  the  P.  S.,  was  sent  to  Capt.  Seth  Bannister  at  Spring- 
field and  to  Capt. at  Wells,  Mass.,  now  Maine. 
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^48.4  for  the  paint,  lately  sent;  credited  by  ^9.3.4  State  Paper. 
If  there  is  any  mistake  you  can  correct  it;  and  I  could  wish  you 
to  examine  your  former  Accts.  and  see  whether  some  error 
may  not  have  happened  in  the  charge  of  freight.  Mr.  Lund 
Washington  wrote  me  that  he  had  paid  it  to  Mr  Hepburn 
(the  Person  who  took  charge  of,  and  carried  the  Oil  you  were 
so  obliging  as  to  purchase  for  me  in  the  Winter,  and)  who 
assured  him  that  the  transportation  (by  Land  from  Christiana 
to  the  head  of  Elk)  and  freight,  had  been  paid  by  him,  Hep- 
burn. When  your  leizure  suits  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  me 
with  the  Acct.  as  it  stands  between  us  at  present;  permit  me  to 
thank  you  for  the  trouble  I  have  given  you  in  this  business. 

I  heartily  wish  that  the  general  prevailing  ideas  of  Peace  may 
not  be  injurious  to  us ;  the  appearances,  in  my  opinion,  are  very 
equivocal ;  but  one  thing  we  are  sure  of,  and  that  is  that  being 
in  a  state  of  perfect  preparation  for  war,  is  the  only  sure  and 
infallible  means  of  producing  Peace. 

How  far  the  necessities  of  great  Britain  may  compel  her  to 
grant  unconditional  Independence  to  this  Country,  I  shall  not 
take  upon  me  to  determine ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  on  my  Mind 
of  the  Kings  wishes  to  prosecute  the  War  (in  order  to  avert 
this  measure)  as  long  as  the  Nation  will  vote  Men  or  Money  to 
carry  it  on.  My  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Mitchell.  I  am  etc. 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  September  16,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  the  Honor  to  reply  to  two  Letters  of  your  Excel- 
lency, one  of  the  9th.  and  the  other  13th.  instant;  the  latter  of 
which  came  to  my  Hands  last  Night. 

The  Circumstance  of  your  Seamen  inlistg  into  the  Service  of 
the  United  States,  which  is  mentioned  in  your  Letter  of  9th.  is 
contrary  to  Instructions  already  given  to  my  Recruitg  Officers. 
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I  by  this  Conveyance,  renew  my  positive  Orders  to  them  to  pre- 
vent in  future  any  Mischiefs  of  that  nature,  if  they  have  been 
practised,  and  have  given  them  Orders  to  make  the  strictest 
Search  for  any  Recruits  which  may  have  been  inlisted  from  the 
french  Navy  or  Army;  and  if  any  are  found,  to  have  them  im- 
mediately returned. 

I  shall  have  the  Honor  to  forward  your  packet  to  the  Chevr 
de  la  Luzerne  by  an  Express  which  leaves  my  Quarters  this  Day 
for  Phila.  The  Count  de  Rochambeau,  who  arrived  with  his 
Army  on  Saturday,  on  the  opposite  Side  of  the  River  to  me,  will 
receive  his  Letter  immediately. 

No  Intelligence  of  the  Movements  of  the  British  fleet  in  N 
York,  has  reached  me,  since  the  Information  I  gave  of  the  Ar- 
rival of  Admiral  Pigot  with  his  Division.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.54 

To  GOVERNOR  JOHN  HANCOCK 

Head  Quarters,  September  16, 1782. 
Sir:  The  present  superiority  of  the  British  Fleet  upon  this 
Coast,  naturally  makes  the  Marquis  de  Vaudruiel  apprehensive 
for  the  safety  pf  that  under  his  command  in  the  Harbor  of  Bos- 
ton. Should  the  enemy  make  an  attempt  upon  him,  a  land 
force,  superior  to  what  he  possesses,  will  be  necessary  for  his 
defence,  and  for  that  he  must  depend  upon  the  Militia  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Boston.  I  am  certain  that  to  mention  this 
circumstance,  is  all  that  is  wanting,  induce  your  Excellency  to 
give  orders,  for  the  assemblage  of  such  a  number  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
druiel. I  have  the  honor  etc.55 


wThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

10  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

On  September  16  Washington  wrote  also  to  Comte  de  Rochambeau  (who  had 
requested  that  the  above  application  be  made  to  Hancock)  that  the  application  had 
been  made.  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  JAMES  LOVELL 

Head  Quarters,  September  16, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  9th.  instant  sollicking 
my  favor  for  a  certain  Mr  George  Joy  with  the  Enemy. 

Should  I  be  so  happy  as  to  enter  N  York,  so  early  as  you  men- 
tion is  the  Expectation  of  the  people  of  Boston ;  which  Event,  to 
me,  I  must  Confess  does  not  appear  so  promising  as  they  seem 
to  imagine,  It  will  not  be  for  me  to  determine  upon  the  Merits 
or  Demerits  of  Individuals,  who  may  think  proper  to  remain  in 
that  City;  this  decision  will  be  left  to  the  civil  power  of  the 
several  States  to  which  they  may  belong.50  I  am  &c.57 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Monday,  September  16, 1782. 
Parole  Paris.    Countersigns  Brest,  Nantz. 

Major  General  Heath 

Major  Wright58 

Major  Warner 50 

Brigade  Majr.  Hicks 

Brig.  Quartermaster  Judson00 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  Rhode  Island  and  7th.  Massachusetts 
regiments 

C0Lovcll  had  written  that  New  York  was  to  be  "speedily  evacuated,"  and  that  Joy 
had  befriended  him  when  a  prisoner  in  Halifax  in  1776.  Lovell's  letter  of  September 
9  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

CHMaj.  Joseph  Allyn  Wright,  of  the  second  Connecticut  Regiment.  Me  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Third  Connecticut  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 

r'"Maj.  Robert  Warner,  of  the  First  Connecticut  Regiment. 

°°Capt.  David  Judson,  of  the  Fourth  Connecticut  Regiment.  lie  was  transferred  to 
the  First  Connecticut  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 


For  the  day  tomorrow 
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A  Field  officer,  two  captains,  two  subs,  eight  Serjeants  one 
drum  one  fife  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  rank  and  file  from  the 
i  st.  Connecticut  regiment  to  relieve  the  party  on  fatiugue  at 
the  ferry  from  the  2d.  Massachusetts  regiment  at  sunrise  to- 
morrow morning;  to  be  relieved  by  the  like  number  from  the 
3d.  Massachusetts  regiment  at  Sunset  tomorrow  evening. 

A  General  courtmartial  whereof  Col.  Cortlandt  is  appointed 
president  to  assemble  tomorrow  morning  at  10  o'clock  at  the 
Judge  Advocate  Marquis  Lieutt.  Colonel  Johnson,  Major  Max- 
well, one  Captain  from  the  Jersey,  one  Captain  from  the  York, 
one  Captain  from  each  of  the  Connecticut  and  two  Captains 
from  each  of  the  Massachusetts  brigades  are  to  attend  as 
members. 

All  evidence  and  persons  concerned  are  requested  to  attend. 

An  orderly  serjeant  from  each  Division  to  attend  the  court 
martial  daily. 

Untill  further  orders  the  Drummer  and  Fifers  of  the  differ- 
ent regiments  will  every  day  practise  between  the  hours  of  ten 
and  twelve. 

To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  September  16, 1782. 

Sir:  Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  12th.  came  to  my  Hands 
Yesterday. 

The  Want  of  some  very  necessary  papers,  which  were  ex- 
pected from  Phila  by  Yesterdays  Post,  puts  me  under  the  neces- 
sity of  proposing  to  your  Excellency  that  the  Meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  may  be  postponed,  untill  Wednesday  of  next 
Week  at  which  time,  I  hope,  we  cannot  fail  to  be  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  Business.  I  am  etc.61 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 


For  the  Day  tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Tuesday,  September  17, 1782. 

MORNING  ORDERS 

Five  flatbottomed  boats  man'd  with  five  men  each,  from  each 
brigade  except  the  Jersey  which  will  furnish  three  boats  man'd 
as  above,  to  be  sent  immediately  to  Kingsferry  and  there  wait 
for  orders. 

Parole  Boston.    Countersigns  Newport,  Providence. 
Major  Genl.  Howe 
Colonel  Greaton 
Major  Fish 
Brigad  Major  Walker 
Brigade  Quartermastr.  Williams 

For  Duty  tomorrow  1st.  Jersey  and  4th.  Massachusetts  regimts. 

The  2d.  Connecticut  regiment  to  furnish  the  relief  for  the 
fatigue  from  the  third  Massachusetts  regiment  at  the  ferry,  to- 
morrow morning  at  sunrise,  to  consist  of  a  Field  officer,  two 
captains,  2  sub,  8  Serjeants,  one  drum  one  fife  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  rank  and  file,  to  be  relieved  by  the  like  number 
from  the  8th.  Massachusetts  regiment  tomorrow  evening  at 
Sunset. 

A  serjeant,  corporal  and  twelve  men  for  fatigue  tomorrow 
to  parade  at  troop  beating  at  the  Quarter  master  generals  where 
they  will  receive  directions. 

The  same  number  of  flatbottomed  boats  from  each  brigade 
man'd  as  directed  by  the  morning  orders  of  this  day  to  be  at  the 
ferry  on  the  West  side  of  the  river  tomorrow  morning  at  nine 
o'clock  precisely. 
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The  Honorable  the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
following  resolves. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  3,  1782. 

Resolved,  That  all  resolutions  heretofore  passed  respecting  the  pay 
and  emoulements  of  the  field  Commissary  of  military  stores,  his  depu- 
ties, conductors,  and  clerks,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  repealed. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  field  commissary  of 
military  stores  shall  be  fifty  dollars  per  month,  two  rations  per  day,  for- 
age for  two  saddle  horses,  and  one  bat  horse.  He  shall  also  be  allowed 
six  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  per  month  for  a  servant,  for  whom 
he  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  one  ration  per  day  and  the  cloathing  allowed 
to  a  private  soldier. 

That  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  deputy  field  commissary  of  mili- 
tary stores  for  the  southern  army,  shall  be  forty  dollars  per  month,  two 
rations  per  day,  forage  for  two  saddle  horses  and  one  bat  horse.  He  shall 
also  be  allowed  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  month  for  a 
servant,  for  whom  he  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  one  ration  per  day  and 
the  cloathing  allowed  to  a  private  soldier. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  deputy  field  commis- 
sary of  military  stores  at  West  Point,  shall  be  forty  dollars  per  month 
and  two  rations  per  day. 

That  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  conductors  or  clerks  shall  be 
thirty  dollars  per  month  and  one  ration  per  day. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  one  field  commissary  of  military  stores 
and  two  conductors  or  clerks,  for  the  main  army  in  the  field;  one  deputy 
field  commissary  of  military  stores  and  two  conductors  or  clerks  for  West 
Point;  one  deputy  field  commissary  of  military  stores  and  two  conduc- 
tors or  clerks,  for  the  southern  army;  and  one  conductor  for  the  post  at 
Fort  Pitt,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  artil- 
lery, with  the  approbation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief;  excepting  for 
the  southern  army,  in  which  department  the  appointment  shall  be  made 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery  there,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  that  department. 

The  American  officers  of  every  grade  will  endeavor  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  persons  of  the  general  officers 
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of  the  french  army,  in  order  that  the  honors  due  to  their  respec- 
tive ranks  may  be  paid  to  them.  Sentinels  must  be  extremely 
vigilent  and  attentive  on  their  post  and  guards  very  alert  in 
parading.  The  officers  of  the  day  will  be  pleased  to  see  that  all 
picquets  and  guards  are  properly  posted  and  that  sentries  when 
they  salute  front  in  the  same  direction  as  their  Guards;  they  will 
also  see  that  the  regulations  in  this  Article  are  strictly  attended 
to  with  respect  to  the  officers  of  the  French  as  well  as  the  Ameri- 
can Army.  Report  is  to  be  made  immediately  to  the  Judge 
Advocate  of  all  prisoners  whose  crimes  are  cognizable  by  a 
General  Court  Martial. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  Resolve  of  the  Congress 
Major  General  Knox  having  appointed  Richard  Frothingham, 
Field  Corny,  of  Military  stores  for  the  Main  Army;  Asa  Cope- 
land,  conductor;  John  Hoff",  clerk;  John  Ruddock,  Deputy 
Corny,  at  West  Point;  John  Banks,  conductor;  William  Her- 
riot,  clerk  and  Mathew  Parvin,  conductor  at  Fort  Pitt. 

The  Commander  in  cheif  is  pleased  to  approve  the  above 
appointments. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  September  17,  1782. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  received  your  favors  of  the  16th.  Inst.  Things 
being  circumstanced  as  they  are,  I  consent  to  the  work  upon 
the  Magazine  being  stopped,  and  the  Workmen  employed 
upon  the  Barracks  in  the  Garrison.  I  shall  inform  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  who  seemed  to  have  the  completion  of  the  Maga- 
zine much  at  heart,  of  the  reasons  which  have  hindered  us 
from  proceeding. 

I  shall  approve  your  nomination  of  Commissaries  &c  of 
Military  stores,  in  the  orders  of  the  day.  I  am  etc.02      cms.h.s.] 

02 In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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To  CAPTAIN  DAVID  HOPKINS 

Head  Quarters,  September  17, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  reed,  yours  of  the  1st.  instant.  The  steps  you  have 
taken  to  prosecute  your  claim  to  the  Majority  which  you  say  is 
your  due,  are  totally  irregular.  If  the  Vacancy  happened  at  any 
time  previous  to  the  25th.  of  May  178 1,  at  which  time  promo- 
tions in  the  Cavalary  and  Artillery  were  made  Regimental, 
your  Rank  with  respect  to  Captain  Swan,  or  any  other  should 
have  been  settled  either  from  the  dates  of  your  Commission, 
registered  in  the  War  Office,  or  by  a  Board  appointed  by  the 
Commanding  General  of  the  Army  in  which  you  and  the  Offi- 
cer with  whom  you  had  the  dispute  were  serving.  Neither  the 
State  of  Virginia  or  any  other  could  interfere. 

If  the  Vacancy  happened  after  the  25th.  May  178 1,  you  had 
no  claim  to  it,  as  by  the  mode  of  promotion  then  instituted  the 
eldest  Captain  of  the  1st.  Regmt.  would  be  entitled  to  it. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  to  put  you  in  the  proper  way  of 
prosecuting  your  claim,  should  there  be  any  foundation  for  it. 

I  know  not  by  what  authority  you  have  been  so  long  absent 
from  your  Regiment;  but  I  should  suppose  it  cannot  be  without 
proper  leave.  I  am  etc.03 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  September  17,  1782. 
Sir:  Captain  Machin  being  under  Arrest  there  would  be  an 
impropriety  in  his  transacting  any  public  business,  or  in  grant- 
ing him  leave  of  absence  from  Camp.  His  Trial  must  soon 
come  on  in  course,  if  that  terminates  in  his  favor  I  shall  then 
have  no  objections  to  granting  the  leave  requested,  and  if  in 

63 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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the  mean  time  any  business  of  the  Corps  requires  that  an  Offi- 
cer should  go  to  Philadelphia,  leave  shall  be  granted  to  any 
other  you  may  think  proper  to  send.  I  am  &c.64  [ ms.  h.  s.  ] 

To  MAJOR  MOSES  ASHLEY 

Head  Quarters,  Verplank's  Point,  September  17,  1782. 

Sir:  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  reed  your 
favor  of  this  date,  and  directs  me  to  signify  his  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  Captn.  Lawrence 65  and  yourself  in  communicat- 
ing the  information  contained  therein. 

I  have  further  to  inform  you,  that  the  reference  to  the  Civil 
Authority  was  very  proper,  as  it  was  from  the  Executive  of  the 
State  Mr.  Lott  obtained  permission  to  go  into  N  York,  and 
consequently  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  illicit  conduct,  to  them 
he  is  answerable.  Should  any  thing  further  be  developed  by 
the  search  after  the  Portmantau,  you  will  please  to  give  infor- 
mation of  it  to  the  General,  as  well  as  to  the  Civil  Authority. 
I  am  etc.66 

To  LORD  STIRLING 

Head  Quarters,  September  18, 1782. 
My  Lord :  I  have  received  your  favors  of  the  7th.  and  14th. 
Instants.  However  desirable  the  plan  you  mention  may  be, 
there  are  insuperable  obstacles  to  our  undertaking  it  at  present, 
or  any  other  which  would  require  the  transportation  of  a  Maga- 
zine of  Provisions.  Mr.  Duer  has  no  doubt  informed  you  upon 
how  precarious  a  footing  our  subsistence  stands  even  in  a  Coun- 
try full  of  supplies.  We  are  as  quiet  here  as  you  are  in  your 
Quarter.  I  am  etc.67 

6-1  In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Lawrence,  jr.,  of  the  Sappers  and  Miners. 
""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "D  Humphrys,  Aid  dc  Camp." 
""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  COLONEL  JOHN  LAMB 

Head  Quarters,  September  18, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favr.  of  the  16th.  inclosing  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  Brigade  Genl.  Court  Martial  held  at  Burlington  upon 
Salmon  and  Brown  of  the  2d.  Regt.  of  Artillery.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear in  the  face  of  the  proceedings  by  whom  the  Court  was  con- 
stituted, at  any  rate  it  must  have  been  illegal,  as  a  General  Court 
Martial  can  only  be  held  by  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
The  Commanding  Genl.  in  any  of  the  States,  or  the  secretary 
at  War  in  the  place  where  Congress  may  reside.  I  am  therefore 
under  a  necessity  of  disapproving  the  sentences  on  account  of 
the  illegal  constitution  of  the  Court,  but  I  shall  direct  a  new  trial 
before  a  proper  Court.  I  am  etc.68 

To  WILLIAM  DUER 

Head  Quarters,  September  18,  1782. 
Sir:  Your  Favour  of  the  13th.  covering  Copy  of  yours  of  the 
6th.  to  Mr.  Morris,  is  really  alarming;  I  cannot  however  but 
hope  that  he  will  find  Means  of  extricating  you  from  the  Diffi- 
culties in  which  you  are  involved  on  the  public  Account.  If  he 
cannot,  I  know  of  no  Means  of  subsisting  the  Army  but  revert- 
ing again  to  the  ruinous  and  expensive  System  of  calling  upon 
the  States  for  specific  Supplies.  I  trust  you  will  endeavour  to 
keep  the  Troops  supplied  until  you  hear  from  Mr.  Morris.  If 
he  does  not  comply  with  your  Terms,  and  you  throw  up  the 
Contract,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  give  me  so  much  Notice  that  I 
may  either  draw  the  Troops  down  here,  or  stipulate  with  the 
State  for  their  Support  where  they  are.  I  am  etc.69 

68 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

69  In  the  writing  of  Hodijah  Baylies.   From  a  photostat  of  the  original  through  the 
kindness  of  Judge  E.  A.  Armstrong,  of  Princeton,  N.  J. 
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To  THOMAS  PAINE 

Head  Quarters,  September  18,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  7th. 
instant,  inf  ormg  of  your  proposal  to  present  me  with  fifty  Copies 
of  your  last  publication,70  for  the  Amusement  of  the  Army. 

For  this  Intention  you  have  my  sincere  thanks,  not  only  on 
my  own  Acco,  but  for  the  pleasure,  I  doubt  not,  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Army  will  receive  from  the  perusal  of  your  Pamphlets. 

Your  Observation  on  the  Period  of  Seven  Years,  as  it  applies 
itself  to  and  affects  British  Minds,  are  ingenious,  and  I  wish  it 
may  not  fail  of  its  Effects  in  the  present  Instance. 

The  Measures  and  the  policy  of  the  Enemy  are  at  present  in 
great  perplexity  and  Embarrassment.  But  I  have  my  fears, 
whether  their  Necessities  (which  are  the  only  operating  motive 
with  them)  are  yet  arrived  to  that  point,  which  must  drive 
them  unavoidably  into  what  they  will  esteem  disagreeable  and 
dishonourable  Terms  of  peace;  such  for  Instance  as  an  abso- 
lute, unequivocal  Admission  of  American  Independence,  on 
the  Terms  upon  which  she  can  accept  it. 

'"Probably  No.  XIII,  of  "The  Crisis,"  which  was  dated  May  31,  1782.  It  was 
addressed  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  dealt  with  the  murder  of  Captain  Huddy  and  the 
fate  of  Captain  Asgill.  Among  other  things,  Paine  wrote: 

"I  fully  believe  we  have  seen  our  worst  days  over.  ...  I  draw  this  opinion,  not 
only  from  the  difficulties  we  know  they  [the  British]  are  in  .  .  .  but  from  the  pecul- 
iar effect,  which  certain  periods  of  time  have  more  or  less  upon  all  Men.  The  British 
have  accustomed  themselves  to  think  of  the  term  of  seven  years  in  a  manner  different 
to  other  periods  of  time.  They  acquire  this  partly  by  habit,  by  religion,  by  reason  and 
by  superstition.  They  serve  seven  years  apprenticeship;  They  elect  their  parliament 
for  seven  years;  They  punish  by  seven  years  transportation,  or  the  duplicate,  or  tripli- 
cate of  that  term;  Their  leases  run  in  the  same  manner;  and  they  read  that  Jacob 
served  seven  years  for  one  wife  and  seven  years  for  another;  and  the  same  term  like- 
wise, extinguishes  all  obligations  (in  certain  cases)  of  debt  or  matrimony;  and  thus, 
this  particular  period,  by  a  variety  of  concurrences  has  obtained  an  influence  in  their 
minds  superior  to  that  of  any  ether  number. 

"They  have  now  had  seven  years  war,  and  are  not  an  inch  farther  on  the  Continent 
than  when  they  began.  The  Superstitious  and  the  populous  part  will  conclude  that  it 
is  not  to  be;  and  the  reasonable  part  will  think  they  have  tried  an  unsuccessful  scheme 
long  enough,  and  that  it  is  in  vain  to  try  it  any  longer."  Painc's  letter  is  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers. 
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For  this  Reason,  added  to  the  Obstinancy  of  the  King,  and 
the  probable  consonant  principle  of  some  of  his  principal  Min- 
isters, I  have  not  so  full  Confidence  in  the  Success  of  the  present 
Negotiation  for  peace,  as  some  Gentlemen  entertain. 

Should  Events  prove  my  Jealousies  to  be  illfounded,  I  shall 
make  myself  happy  under  the  Mistake,  consoling  myself  with 
the  Idea  of  havg  erred  on  the  safest  Side,  and  enjoying  with  as 
much  Satisfaction  as  any  of  my  Countrymen,  the  pleasing  Issue 
of  our  severe  Contest. 

The  case  of  Capt  Asgill  has  indeed  been  spun  out  to  a  great 
Length.  But  with  you,  I  hope,  that  its  termination  will  not  be 
unfavourable  to  this  Country.  I  am  &c,n 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  SAMUEL  CANFIELD 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  18, 1782. 

Sir :  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  having  reed 
intimations  that  the  Enemy  have  in  contemplation  to  make 
some  movement  to  the  Eastward,  has  directed  me  to  request 
you  will  keep  a  vigilant  look  out  and  upon  any  appearance  of 
their  being  in  Motion  either  by  land  or  Water  that  you  will  give 
immediate  intelligence  to  Col.  Sheldon  who  will  communicate 
it  to  head  Quarters.72 

The  General  requests  your  particular  attention  to  the  Sound, 
because  he  is  confident  in  that  case  no  Ships  can  pass  without 
your  knowledge,  nor  anything  remarkable  escape  your  early 
notice.  I  am  etc.73 


"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

"On  September  18  Trumbull  wrote  to  Capt.  John  Pray,  thanking  him  for  the  intel- 
ligence sent.  "The  General  has  some  very  particular  Reasons  to  desire  that  you  would 
be  more  than  usually  active  in  your  Endeavours  to  obtain  all  the  Information  you  pos- 
sibly can  of  the  Enemy's  movements  among  their  fleet,  their  Transports  and  their 
Troops;  whether  any  Embarkation  of  Troops  is  makg,  and  where  their  probable 
Destination;  Whether  Eastward  or  elsewhere.  Your  Activity  in  this  will  be  particu- 
larly agreeable  to  the  Genl."  Trumbull's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "D.  Humphrys,  Aid  de  Camp." 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Wednesday,  September  18,  1782. 

Parole  Marseilles.    Countersigns  Ostend,  Dunkirk. 
Brig.  Genl.  Patterson 
Lt.  Col.  Barber 

For  the  Day  tomorrow  Major  Rice74 

Brigade  Major  Converse 
Brigade  Qr.  Master  Ripley75 

For  Duty  the  2d.  Jersey  and  2d.  Massachusetts  regiments. 

The  fifth  Connecticut  regiment  to  furnish  the  relief  for  the 
fatigue,  from  the  8th.  Massachusetts  regiment  at  the  ferry  to- 
morrow morning  at  sunrise. 

A  serjeant  and  ten  men  to  be  sent  daily  on  fatigue  to  the 
flying  hospital  untill  further  orders. 

At  a  Brigade  General  courtmartial  held  at  the  Park  of  Artil- 
lery at  Burlington,  August  8th.  1782,  whereof  Major  Bauman 
was  President,  William  Salman  and  John  Brown  in  the  2d.  reg- 
iment of  artillery  were  tried  for  desertion  and  attempting  to  go 
to  the  enemy;  found  guilty  in  breach  of  Article  1.  Section  6  of 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and  sentenced  to  suffer  death,  two 
thirds  of  the  court  agreeing  thereto. 

The  Commander  in  chief  is  under  the  necessity  of  disap- 
proving the  proceedings  on  account  of  the  illegal  constitution 
of  the  court,  it  being  neither  held  by  his  order  nor  by  that  of  a 
General  officer  commanding  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey;  a  new 
trial  is  ordered  before  a  proper  court. 

From  particular  intercession  and  in  consideration  of  peculiar 
circumstances  attending  his  crime.  The  Commander  in  chief 

74Maj.  Nathan  Rice,  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment. 

7 "Lieut.  Hczckiah  Ripley,  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  regi- 
mental quartermaster  in  June,  1779,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 
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is  pleased  to  remit  the  punishment  assigned  to  Nathan  Potter  a 
soldier  in  the  third  Connecticut  regiment,  and  orders  him  to  be 
released  from  confinement  and  return  to  his  duty. 

The  flat  bottomed  boats  furnished  by  the  several  Brigades  to 
assist  in  transporting  the  French  army  are  to  be  continued 
untill  further  orders. 

There  will  be  a  general  review  on  Saturday  next :  no  officer 
(or  soldier  who  has  a  uniform  suit  and  ought  to  appear  in  the 
ranks)  is  to  be  absent.  The  commander  in  chief  gives  this  early 
notice  that  the  men  may  appear  clean  and  to  advantage.  The 
general  has  discovered  at  some  of  the  late  Manoeuvreings  in 
some  instances  an  inattention  in  marching;  for,  besides  the  loss 
of  step,  which  alone  is  sufficient  to  give  an  awkward  movement, 
to  a  division  or  platoon,  he  has  remarked  that  many  of  the  sol- 
diers do  not  step  boldly  and  freely;  but  short  and  with  bent 
knees.  The  officers  commanding  platoons  and  divisions  will 
see  that  these  defects  are  remied  and  that  their  men  while 
marching  by  the  reviewing  officer  carry  their  bodies  erect,  look 
well  up,  incline  their  heads  to  the  right  and  look  full  in  the  face 
of  that  officer;  this  last  to  be  considered  as  a  standing  order. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  19, 1782. 

Dear  Sir :  I  inclose  to  you  Copies  of  a  Report  of  the  Engineer 
Maj.  Ville  franche  and  a  Representation  of  Maj  Genl  Knox, 
respectg  the  Magazine  which  was  proposed  to  be  erected  on 
Constitution  Island. 

Immediately  upon  the  Plan  being  determined  on,  Fatigue 
Parties  from  the  Army  were  ordered  to  be  employed  on  the 
Work  of  Digging  and  preparing  for  the  foundation  as  often 
as  they  were  applied  for  by  the  Engineer,  which  was  very 
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constantly  attended  to  'till  the  Work  was  compleated  to  its 
present  State.  By  the  Enclosed  papers  you  will  see  there  has 
been  a  total  failure  on  the  Part  of  the  Q  Masters,  both  in  point 
of  Masons  and  Materials,  by  which  means,  and  the  advanced 
season,  the  probability  of  effectg  any  thing  to  any  purpose  this 
year,  is  totally  lost. 

Under  these  Circumstances,  and  agreeable  to  Genl  Knox's 
Representation,  I  have  directed  the  work  to  cease  for  this 
Season,  and  to  apply  our  Attention  to  preparing  for  the  Ac- 
commodation of  the  Troops  which  will  be  assigned  to  that 
Garrison,  as  soon  as  the  Army  retires  to  its  Winter  Quarters. 

Inclosed  you  will  also  find  Copy  of  the  Nomination  and  Ap- 
pointment of  Field  Commissaries  of  Military  Stores,  agreable 
to  the  late  Regulation.  I  am  &c.7G 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

Verplanks  point,  September  19, 1782. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  favor  of 
the  nth.  The  political  intelligence  which  we  have  lately  had 
from  Europe  is  so  contradictory  that  little  dependence  can  be 
put  upon  it,  more  especially  as  we  have  it  principally  thro'  the 
channel  of  an  Enemy's  Paper,  which  I  take  it  for  granted  shews 
as  fair  a  side  as  possible  in  their  own  favor. 

Why  we  have  nothing  from  our  own  Ministers  is,  as  you  ob- 
serve, truly  unaccountable.  In  the  Parliamentary  debates  con- 
sequent of  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  the 
resignation  of  Fox  Burke  &ca.,  one  side  assert  and  the  other  deny 
matters  so  confidently  that  there  is  no  probability  of  forming 
an  accurate  judgment.  I  cannot  but  look  upon  Lord  Rocking- 
ham's death  however  as  a  most  unfortunate  event  and  that,  at 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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best,  the  Negociation  if  not  broken  off,  will  be  spun  out  to  a 
considerable  length.  This  however  will  be  soon  known,  for  if 
the  Ministry  are  seriously  disposed  to  Peace  upon  such  terms  as 
we  can  accept  their  acts  must  soon  evince  it.  In  the  mean  time 
it  will  be  our  policy  to  proceed  as  if  no  negociations  were  on 
foot. 

I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  from  good  authority  that  the 
Dutch  Fleet  had  put  to  Sea.  The  arrival  of  Public  Cloathing 
from  Holland  is  an  interesting  event;  as  the  Army  is  more  in 
want  of  Linnen  just  now  than  of  any  other  article,  except 
money. 

The  French  Troops  have  crossed  the  Hudson,  and  are,  for 
the  present,  taking  ground  at  Peekskill.  An  Embarkation, 
from  some  accts.  is  taking  place  at  New  York  (said  to  consist  of 
about  2500  Men) ;  the  intelligence  is  not  yet  clear;  conjectures 
are  uncertain  respecting  the  destination  of  them.  The  Men  of 
War  are  Wooding  and  Watering.  I  am  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Thursday,  September  19, 1782. 
Parole  Louis  16th.    Countersigns  Rochambeau,  Chattelux. 
Brigadier  Genl.  Huntington 
Colonel  Shepard 
Lieutt.  Colo.  Sproat 
Brigade  Major  Smith77 
Brigade  Qr.  Master  Tuckerman 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st  York  and  8th  Massachusetts  regiments. 
The  Board  of  officers  appointed  in  the  orders  of  the  9th.  of 
Septr.  to  examine  the  pretentions  of  the  Candidates  for  the 

"Brigade  Maj.  David  Smith. 


For  the  Day  tomorw. 
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badge  of  Merit  will  be  pleased  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  on 
which  the  badges  for  long  and  faithful  services  have  been  con- 
ferred in  the  different  corps;  they  will  correct  any  errors  they 
shall  discover  to  have  taken  place,  and  ascertain  the  most  unex- 
ceptionable rules  for  introducing  uniformity  of  principal  and 
practice  in  extending  these  honorary  distinctions  to  all  who 
merit  them  and  to  no  others  agreeably  to  the  original  intention. 
The  Board  will  decide  any  questions  that  may  be  referred  to 
them  on  the  subject  and  report  their  proceedings  from  time  to 
time  to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Captain  Vanheers  troop  will  give  a  noncommissioned  Offi- 
cer and  four  Dragoons  only  for  the  Grand  parade. 

*To  DAVID  C.  CLAYPOOL 

Verplanks  point,  September  19, 1782. 
Sir:  By  a  letter  which  I  reced.  from  Mrs.  Washington  (at 
Mount  Vernon)  by  the  last  Post,  I  am  informed  that  the  Week 
after  I  requested  you  to  forward  your  Gazettes  to  her,  she  re- 
ceived them;  but  has  got  none  since.  We  are  both  at  a  loss  how 
to  account  for  this,  unless  my  meaning  was  incorrectly  ex- 
pressed to  you.  I  have  now  to  request,  that  your  weekly  publi- 
cations may  be  sent  regularly  to  her,  by  every  Post.  I  shall  see 
you  paid  for  them  and  am  Sir  etc. 

To  COLONEL  STEPHEN  MOYLAN 

Head  Quarters,  September  20, 1782. 

Dear  Sir :  Sergeant  Morris  of  your  Regiment  has  applied  to 

His  Excellency  for  a  discharge  upon  procuring  another  Man 

in  his  room.  This  is  a  practice  that  His  Excellency  would  not 

wish  to  tolerate,  but  as  Morris  seemed  much  discontented  and 
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is  of  ability  to  do  mischief  in  the  Corps,  by  stirring  them  up  by 
a  frequent  recapitulation  of  their  grievances,  he  thinks  it  best  to 
get  rid  of  him  upon  the  terms  he  offers.  You  will  therefore  give 
orders  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  the  place  of  rendezvous 
to  discharge  him  upon  procuring  an  able  bodied  and  otherwise 
good  Man  in  his  stead. 

Be  good  enough  to  make  my  Complements  to  Mrs.  Moylan 
and  all  the  family  at  Phils  hill.  I  am  etc.78 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Friday,  September  20, 1782. 
Parole  Rochambeau.    Countersigns  Bourbonnois,  Soisson- 
nois. 

Major  Genl.  Heath 
Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  Millen 79 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  T.  Woodbridge 
Brigade  Major  Williams 
Brigade  Quarter  Master  Appleton80 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  Levies  of  the  New  York,  first  and 
second  Connecticut  regiments. 

The  second  Jersey  regiment  will  relieve  the  first  Massachu- 
setts regiment  on  Fatigue  at  Westpoint  the  22d.  instant. 

The  Rhode  island  regiment  will  relieve  the  men  on  duty  at 
Stoney  point  and  Kakiat  at  the  same  time. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  troops  are  to  be  peraded  and  ready  to  receive  the  general 
precisely  at  nine  o'clock  tomorrow  morning.  As  the  ground 

78The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "T.  T[ilghma]n." 
79  Lieut.  Col.  James  Mellen. 

80 Lieut.  Abraham(?)  Appletin,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  served  to 
November,  1783. 


184  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [Sept. 

between  the  New  York  and  first  Connecticut  brigades  is  very 
uneven,  the  latter  will  not  close  up  to  the  former  untill  the  gen- 
eral has  passed  the  line;  but  as  soon  as  he  has  passed  the  left  of 
the  line  the  interval  left  between  these  two  brigades  is  to  be 
filled  up  and  the  line  ready  to  wheel  on  the  signal.81 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Verplank's  Point,  September  20,  1782. 

Sir :  I  enclose  you  the  Copy  of  a  Complaint  exhibited  by  Mr. 
Orser,  respecting  some  outrages  and  abuses  reed  from  a  part  of 
your  Corps.  I  need  not  inform  you,  it  always  gives  me  pain  to 
hear  of  any  Misunderstanding  between  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Country  and  the  Army ;  how  well  or  ill  founded  the  Complaint 
is  in  the  present  instance  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine ;  should 
there  be  any  ground  for  it,  I  hope  you  will  not  fail  to  have  com- 
pleat  satisfaction  made  to  the  Complainant,  that  I  may  hear  no 
more  of  it ;  if  otherwise  you  will  please  to  give  me  a  state  of  the 
matter,  and  take  such  precautions  as  to  prevent  in  future  if  pos- 
sible, the  least  appearance  of  uneasiness  or  disturbance  between 
Soldiers  and  Citizens. 

Should  you,  or  Majr  Tallmadge  obtain  any  intelligence  of 
consequence  from  the  Enemy,  I  wish  at  the  same  time  you  send 
it  to  me,  that  it  may  be  communicated  to  the  Commandg  Officer 
of  the  Legion  of  Lauzun  who  will  immediately  hand  it  to  Count 
de  Rochambeau.  I  am  etc.82 


81  The  "Disposition  for  the  Manoeuvre,"  in  the  writing  of  Hodijah  Baylies,  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers,  under  date  of  Sept.  21,  1782. 

S2The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

On  September  20  Tilghman  wrote  to  Colonel  Nicola  that  "  His  Excellency  thinks  it 
will  be  better  to  defer  the  meeting  of  the  Referrecs  on  the  part  of  the  Army  and  Mr. 
Sands  untill  Mr.  Benson  can  attend,  than  to  appoint  a  new  one  in  his  place.  You  will 
in  the  mean  time  be  making  every  necessary  preparation  on  behalf  of  the  claims  of  the 
Army  agt.  the  Contractors."  Tilghman's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

Also,  on  this  same  day  (September  20),  Trumbull  wrote  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer at  Dobbs  Ferry,  that  as  Governor  Clinton  had  consented,  he  would  please  allow 
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To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  September  22, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  12th.83  and 
am  exceedingly  happy  to  find  that  General  Cornell84  has  ac- 
cepted the  Office  of  Inspector  of  the  Contracts  &c.  I  wish  to  see 
him  as  soon  as  possible,  as  his  presence  becomes  every  day  more 
and  more  necessary. 

Mr.  Mullins85  delivered  me  480  dollars  he  having  taking  20  to 
defray  his  expences.  This  he  says  was  by  desire  of  Mr.  Swan- 
wick.  I  have  yet  received  no  Instructions  from  Congress,  altho' 
they  are  most  essentially  necessary  to  the  Commissioners.  I 
have  the  honor  etc.86 

To  ABRAHAM  SKINNER 

Head  Quarters,  September  22, 1782. 
Sir:  By  Virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  me  by  the  Honble.  the 
Congress  by  their  Resolve  of  the  24th.  of  July  last  I  have  ap- 
pointed Lt.  Colo.  Smith  Commissary  of  Prisoners  to  the  Army 
in  this  Quarter.  You  will  be  pleased  therefore  to  deliver  over 
to  him  all  the  Official  papers  of  that  department  which  may  be 
in  your  possession. 

Gerrit  H.  Van  Wagennen  to  have  an  interview  with  his  father,  Huybert  Van  Wag- 
ennen,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dobbs  Ferry,  "By  His  Excellency's  Command." 
Trumbull's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

Also,  on  this  same  day  (September  20),  Humphreys  wrote  to  Capt.  Jonas  Orser,  of 
the  Westchester  militia,  at  Crompond,  that  his  charges  against  Colonel  Sheldon  had 
been  laid  before  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

83 "General  Cornell  has  agreed  to  accept  the  Office  of  Inspector  of  the  Contracts  &c. 
for  your  Army  and  will  soon  proceed  on  the  Business  of  his  Department.  I  hope  you 
may  find  Relief  from  this  Appointment,  and  that  it  may  prove  perfectly  agreable  to 
you." — Morris  to  Washington,  Sept.  12,  1782.  Morris's  letter  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

84  Brig.  Gen.  Ezekiel  Cornell. 

85  James  Mullins,  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Finance. 
88  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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There  is  to  be  a  meeting  of  Commissioners  at  Tapan  on  the 
26th.  of  this  month  at  which  the  British  commissaries  of  Land 
and  Marine  Prisoners  are  to  be  present.  As  the  business  which 
has  been  transacted  between  you  and  those  Gentlemen  may  be 
brought  into  question,  and  as  it  may  be  impossible  for  any  other 
than  yourself  to  clear  up  any  points  which  may  need  explana- 
tion, I  think  there  will  be  a  propriety  and  indeed  necessity  for 
your  attending  for  some  part  at  least  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
time.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  I  do  not  conceive  myself  at  liberty  to  give  you  an  assur- 
ance of  being  continued  in  public  pay,  beyond  the  time  of  de- 
livering up  the  public  papers  to  Colo.  Smith;  that  will  lay 
between  you  and  the  Secretary  at  War,  but  I  think  it  reasonable 
that  you  should  be  continued  in  pay  for  the  time  you  may  at- 
tend the  Commissioners  and  for  that  I  shall  recommend  you, 
should  it  be  disputed.87 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  September  22,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  the  Honor  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  a  Letter 
which  I  have  this  Moment  received  from  the  Marquis  de 
Vaudreuil. 

At  the  same  Time  I  transmit  you  a  Copy  of  the  late  Informa- 
tion with  which  I  have  furnished  the  Marquis,  altho  I  cannot 
vouch  for  the  perfect  authenticity  of  this  Intelligence,  yet  the 
Channel  thro'  which  I  obtain  it,  is  a  very  good  one.88 

87 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

88This  same  information  from  Maj.  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  under  date  of  September 
19  (in  the  Washington  Papers),  was  forwarded  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  in  a  brief 
note  (September  20,  draft  of  which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers)  and  also  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  September  22.  "  It  is  the  most  direct  and  perfect  Information 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain."  This  letter  is  in  the  Papers  0/  the  Continental  Congress. 
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I  have  constantly  kept  the  Marquis  informed  of  every  par- 
ticular I  could  procure  relative  to  the  marine  Movements  of  the 
Enemy  at  N  York;  which  have  been  pretty  frequent;  tho  I 
have  not  tho't  it  necessary  to  transmit  every  Circumstance  to 
your  Excellency,  as  the  Communication  between  this  and  Phil- 
adelphia is  not  so  convenient  or  safe,  as  the  other.  With  perfect 
Respect,  etc.89 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  September  22,  1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  really  more  alarmed  at  the  Contents  of  your 
letters  of  the  29th.  and  30th.  of  Augt.  and  9th.  of  this  month, 
than  at  any  occurrence  which  hath  lately  happened,  and  I  am 
embarrassed  with  respect  to  one  paragraph  in  that  of  the  30th. 
of  Augt.  vizt.  "  The  other  which  is  the  principal  one,  that  you 
may  found  a  warm  application  on  it  to  the  states.  You  will  I 
hope  keep  this  matter  intirely  to  yourself,  you  will  see  that 
I  have  not  intrusted  a  view  of  it  to  my  secretary  or  any  of  the 
Clerks."  On  what  am  I  to  found  an  application  to  the  states 
but  upon  your  information  of  your  inability  to  comply  with 
your  Contracts  in  consequence  of  their  tardiness  in  paying  their 
Taxes  ?  Should  I  proceed  of  my  [own]  accord,  as  it  were,  they 
will  think  I  am  stepping  out  of  my  line,  and  may  perhaps  hint 
to  me  that  this  reprehension  would  come  more  properly  from 
another  quarter.  Until  1 1  hear  from  you,  I  do  not  think  myself 
at  liberty  to  make  use  of  your  name.  But  ought  we  not,  my  dear 
Sir,  to  consider  the  danger  of  trusting  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance, just  at  this  moment  when  perhaps  the  enemy  are  bal- 
ancing upon  the  total  evacuation  of  these  States,  to  a  circular 

89In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives, 
Aff.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 
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letter  to  the  Legislatures.  Letters  of  this  kind  are,  from  their 
nature,  as  public  as  the  prints,  and  seldom  fail  by  one  means  or 
the  other  to  get  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  have  several 
times  found  personal  applications  by  Gentlemen  of  influence 
have  much  more  effect  than  letters.  Of  this  you  will  judge,  and 
I  think  another  matter  ought  immediately  to  be  taken  into 
most  serious  consideration. 

If  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  most  strenuous  exertions 
of  the  states  will  not  enable  them  to  pay  in  a  sufficiency  of  Spe- 
cie to  comply  with  the  Contracts,  ought  not  a  change  of  meas- 
ures to  be  resolved  on  without  loss  of  time.  That  if  we  must, 
thro'  necessity,  revert  to  the  ruinous  system  of  Specifics,  it  may 
be  done  in  time  to  lay  up  Magazines  before  the  Winter  sets  in. 

[Your  letters  of  the  dates  beforementioned,  not  coming  to 
my  hands  till  yesterday,  will  acct.  for  these  sentiments  being 
with  held  from  you  so  long. 

I  am  with  much  esteem  etc]90 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 

Sunday,  September  22,  1782. 

Parole  France.    Countersigns  Paris,  Brest. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Olney 

_      ,      ,  Major  B.  Throop 

ror  the  day  tomorrow  „  .      ,    ,,  .      _ 

1  Brigade  Major  Cox 

Brigade  Qr.  Mastr.  Bulkley91 

For  duty  tomorrow  1st  Connectt.  and  3d.  Massa.  regiments. 

By  virtue  of  the  powers,  vested  in  the  Commander  in  chief  by 

the  resolve  of  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  24th  July  last. 

""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

raCapt.  Edward  Bulkley,  of  the  Third  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  was  made  brigade 
major  from  February,  1782,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 


For  the  day  tomorrow 
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Lieutenant  Colonel  Wm.  S.  Smith  is  appointed  Commissary 
of  prisoners  to  the  Army  in  the  quarter  and  is  to  be  respected  as 
such. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Monday,  September  23, 1782. 
Parole  America.    Countersigns  Philadelphia,  Wilmington. 
Colonel  Swift 
Major  Trescot 
Brigade  Qr.  Master  Judson92 
Brigade  Major  Hicks 
For  duty  tomorrow  5th.  Connecticut  and  9th.  Massa:  regi- 
ments. 

The  Brigade  Conductors  of  military  stores  having  been  de- 
ranged by  the  late  orders  of  Congress,  the  Stores,  waggons, 
forges,  Tools,  &c.  in  their  procession  are  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Brigade  Quartermasters  who  are  in  future  to  be  responsible  for 
this  duty.  A  serjeant  from  each  brigade  must  be  appointed  to 
have  the  special  charge  of  the  Forges  and  stores  and  to  act 
under  the  orders  of  the  Brigade  Quartermasters.  When  any 
arms,  Ammunition  or  accoutriments  are  wanting  regimental 
returns  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  regulations  are  to  be 
made  to  the  Brigade  Qr.  Masters  who  will  form  them  into  a 
brigade  return  and  obtain  the  signature  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  brigade  and  the  Inspector  general,  or  Inspector.  The 
commanding  officer  of  artillery  will  upon  this  return  order  the 
Field  commissary  of  Military  stores  to  make  the  issues  required. 

On  September  22  Washington  wrote  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  forwarding  the  muster 
rolls  of  the  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and  Massachusetts  lines 
for  July  and  August.  "I  have  this  day  appointed  Lt.  Colo.  Smith  Commy  of  Prisoners 
to  the  Army  in  this  Quarter."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

2Capt.  David  Judson,  of  the  Fourth  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  was  appointed 
brigade  quartermaster  from  December,  1778. 
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At  a  general  court  martial  held  at  the  barracks  at  Carlile, 
August  13th,  1782,  by  order  of  Col.  Richard  Butler,  whereof 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  William  Butler  is  President. 

Christian  Casner  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  charged  with  De- 
sertion and  enlisting  with  and  receiving  the  bounty  from  Capt. 
Bush,93  Captain  Lieutenant  McGuire94  and  Captain  Webster,95 
and  John  Johnston,  a  Recruit  charged  with  Deserting  from 
Captn.  Hughes  independent  company  and  Reenlisting  in  the 
Artillery  and  receiving  the  Bounty,  Deserting  from  them  and 
Reinlisting  with  a  Recruiting  party  at  Yorktown  and  receiving 
the  Bounty  there  also  were  tried  and  each  found  guilty  of  each 
and  all  charges  in  breach  of  the  first  and  third  Articles  sixth 
section  of  the  Articles  of  war  and  each  sentenced  to  suffer  Death 
more  than  two  thirds  of  the  Court  agreing  thereto. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentences  of  the 
Courtmartial. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  23, 1782. 

D  Sir:  When  Genl  Potter  and  Colo  Magaw  were  with  me 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  solliciting  my  Approbation  and 
Assistance  in  the  Expedition  proposed  to  be  carried  on  by  that 
State  against  the  Savages,  I  frankly  and  freely  gave  them  my 
Opinion  respecting  their  Projections,  which  was  entirely  op- 
posed to  the  Idea  suggested ;  and  gave  them  my  Reasons. 

Since  those  Gentlemen  left  me,  the  Information  mentioned  in 
the  inclosed  Letter  to  the  President  (which  is  left  open  for  your 
Observation)  came  to  my  knowledge,  and  confirming  me  in  my 
first  Opinion,  has  suggested  the  Idea  of  writing  as  I  have  done. 

03 Capt.  John  Bush,  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Regiment.    He  retired  in  January, 
1781. 
wCapt.-Lieut.  Matthcw(?)  McGuire. 
00 Capt.  John  B.(?)  Webster. 
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You  will  therefore  be  pleased  (if  the  Matter  has  not  already 
gone  too  far)  to  present  my  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  State, 
and  if  my  Opinion  meets  your  Approbation,  back  it  with  such 
additional  Arguments,  as  your  own  Mind  shall  suggest  in  the 
Course  of  Conversation  on  the  Subject,  to  dissuade  them  from 
the  project.  I  am  etc.96 

To  MAJOR  GENERALS  WILLIAM  HEATH  AND 
HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters  at  Verplanks  Point,  September  23, 1782. 
Whereas  the  Honorable  the  Delegates  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  have  been  pleased  to  authorize  and  em- 
power me  by  Letters  patent  under  the  Great  Seal  bearing  date 
the  16th.  day  of  September  Anno  Domini  1782  and  in  the  sev- 
enth Year  of  their  Sovereignty  and  Independence,  for  them 
and  in  their  name  to  negociate,  accede  to  and  establish  in  the 
proper  forms  and  in  the  usual  solemnities  a  General  Cartel 
between  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  and  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  exchange  subsistence  and  better  treat- 
ment of  all  prisoners  of  War  as  well  land  as  naval  prisoners, 
giving  and  granting  to  me  full  power  and  authority  ultimately 
and  on  all  points  to  adjust  and  conclude  the  principles  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  said  Cartel  and  in  general  to  do  and  per- 
form every  matter  and  thing  which  shall  in  any  wise  be  neces- 
sary to  the  final  and  perfect  accomplishment  thereof.  And 
have  been  pleased,  the  better  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  trust 
reposed  in  me  by  these  presents  further  to  authorize  and  em- 
power me  from  time  to  time  by  Commission  under  my  Hand 
and  Seal  to  nominate  and  constitute  such  and  so  many  Com- 
missioners as  I  may  judge  necessary  to  meet  treat  confer  and 

MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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agree  with  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  and  competently 
authorized  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  touching 
the  terms  conditions  and  stipulations  for  subsisting  better  treat- 
ing and  exchanging  all  prisoners  of  War  as  well  as  for  liqui- 
dating and  settling  all  accounts  and  claims  whatsoever  respect- 
ing the  maintenance  and  subsistence  of  prisoners  of  War  on 
either  side:  And  to  declare  that  the  engagements  concluded 
upon  by  me  in  the  premises  being  mutually  interchanged  with 
the  party  contracting  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  and  Nation  of 
Great  Britain  shall  be  binding  and  conclusive  on  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Now  therefore  know  ye,  Major  General  William  Heath  and 
Major  General  Henry  Knox,  that  reposing  high  confidence  in 
your  wisdom  prudence  and  integrity  I  do  by  virtue  of  the  be- 
fore recited  powers  nominate  and  constitute  you  my  Commis- 
sioners to  meet  Commissioners  appointed  and  competently 
authorized  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  at  Tapan 
in  the  County  of  Orange  in  the  State  of  New  York  on  Wednes- 
day the  25th.  of  this  Month  September  or  at  any  other  time  and 
place  afterwards  to  which  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  adjourn 
and  with  them  to  treat  confer  and  agree  for  the  purposes  and 
touching  all  matters  and  things  contained  in  the  premises. 

For  all  which  this  shall  be  your  Warrant  and  your  engage- 
ments being  mutually  interchanged  shall  be  ratified  and  con- 
firmed by  me.97 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  23, 1782. 
My  dear  Sir:  Since  my  last  of  the  6th.  of  August,  I  have  reed, 
your  favors  of  the  6th.  of  June  nth.  of  July  and  12th.  of  Augt. 

07  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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I  hope  before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  be  in  possession  of 
Charles  town,  and  will  have  found  a  glorious  end  to  your  diffi- 
culties and  distresses  in  the  southern  Quarter. 

An  application  from  the  Government  of  south  Carolina  pro- 
duced the  Resolve  of  which  the  inclosed *  is  a  Copy,  and  which 
I  doubt  not  was  immediately  transmitted  to  you.  From  your 
being  upon  the  spot,  and  from  your  thorough  knowledge  of 
southern  Affairs,  I  shall  leave  the  execution  of  the  Resolve  in  a 
great  measure  to  your  own  judgment.  As  you  observe  in  your 
Letter  of  the  12th.  of  August,  when  my  directions  of  the  18th. 
March  last  were  given,  they  were  upon  a  presumption  that 
the  enemy  might  evacuate  Charles  town  in  such  season,  that  the 
Troops  destined  to  return  to  the  Northward  might  be  here 
time  enough  to  render  service  before  the  close  of  the  Campaign: 
but  that  not  being  the  case,  their  immediate  removal  does  not 
become  so  essential,  and  therefore  I  leave  it  with  you,  either  to 
retain  the  Corps  which  you  may  ultimately  determine  to  send 
Northward,  untill  the  Weather  becomes  favorable  for  march- 
ing in  the  Spring,  or  to  send  them  forward  immediately,  [as  far 
as  Virginia  at  least],  if  you  find  their  subsistence  more  difficult 
and  expensive  than  it  would  be  in  the  middle  States.  I  will  just 
give  you  a  hint,  that  I  fear  subsistence  will  be  upon  a  very  pre- 
carious footing  here  during  the  Winter;  And  you  know  the  in- 
convenience of  having  troops  arrive  at  the  Cantonments  late  in 
the  Season. 

The  arrangement  made  by  you  for  the  distribution  of  the 
southern  Army,  agrees  perfectly,  in  the  main,  with  my  own 
judgment,  I  think,  for  the  following  reason,  that  the  1st.  and  3d. 
Regiments  of  Cavalry  had  best  be  left  in  Carolina.  They  both 
belong  to  Virginia  and  will  more  than  probably  be  incorpo- 
rated the  next  year;  their  separation  therefore  would  render  the 

""Resolve  of  Congress  of  Sept.  9,  1782,  respecting  the  southern  army. 
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incorporation  difficult.  And  as  Cavalry  are  of  no  great  use  in 
this  Quarter  [in  offensive  operations]  and  more  easily  subsisted 
southward  than  here,  I  am  not  anxious  to  have  Lees  Legion ;  but 
with  this  you  will  do  as  you  think  best.  Armands  Legion  will 
not  advance;  I  shall  recommend  their  wintering  in  Virginia,  as 
Forage  will  be  extremely  scarce  in  all  this  Country,  owing  to 
the  severest  Drought  ever  known. 

By  the  Resolve  before  alluded  to,  I  am  directed  to  make  the 
necessary  enquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  southern  States, 
and  to  employ  such  force  therein  as  I  may  think  proper,  and  to 
direct  you,  whilst  in  the  southern  department,  to  employ  the 
Troops  under  your  command  offensively  or  defensively  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  most  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  United 
States. 

The  execution  of  the  foregoing,  I  must  for  the  reasons  men- 
tioned in  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  leave  also  to  you.  Should 
the  enemy  evacuate  the  southern  States,  I  know  of  no  offensive 
operations  but  against  St.  Augustine,  or  the  Savages.  The  first 
I  believe  is  out  of  our  power,  even  were  we  authorized  to  under- 
take such  an  expedition,  and  the  last  must  depend  upon  contin- 
gencies I  do  not  apprehend  much  danger  from  the  Savages 
when  the  British  are  expelled  from  the  sea  Coast. 

You  will  perceive  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress  that  you  should 
remain  personally  at  the  southward  untill  further  orders.  You 
will,  I  doubt  not,  use  every  Argument  to  induce  those  States  to 
exert  themselves  in  raissing  a  permanent  Force  for  their  own 
defence.  They  cannot  expect,  that  if  the  enemy  [evacuate  the 
Southern  States  and]  keep  a  footing  at  New  York  and  at  other 
places  to  the  Northward  and  Eastward,  that  the  Force  of  almost 
half  of  the  Union  should  be  kept  in  the  southern  States  for 
defence  only. 

The  situation  of  politics,  I  mean  European,  is  upon  so  preca- 
rious a  footing,  that  I  really  know  not  what  account  to  give  you 
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of  them.  Negociations  were  still  going  on  at  Paris  the  middle  of 
July;  but  the  prospects  of  a  peace  were  checked  by  the  death 
of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Doctor  Franklin's  Laconic  dis- 
scription  of  the  temper  of  the  British  Nation  seems  most  apt. 
They  are,  says  he,  unable  to  carry  on  the  War  and  too  proud  to 
make  peace." 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  MAJOR  GENERALS 
HEATH  AND  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  Verplancks  Point,  September  23, 1782. 

Gentlemen:  The  powers  of  equal  date  herewith,  authorize 
you  to  proceed  to  Tapan  in  Orange  County  in  the  State  of  New 
York  and  there  meet  Commissioners  from  the  British  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  your  powers. 

You  are  to  pay  the  most  pointed  attention  to  the  nature  of 
your  powers,  which  are  founded  upon  Letters  patent  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  United  States  bearing  date  of  the  16th.  instant, 
a  Copy  of  which  you  have  annexed.  No.  1.  By  this  you  will  per- 
ceive you  are  to  enter  into  no  stipulations  of  any  kind  whatever 
with  the  British  Commissioners  which  may  have  a  future  oper- 
ation,  unless  they  come  appointed  and  competently  authorized 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown  and  Nation  of  Great  Britain.  Should 
the  British  Commissioners,  come  prepared  with  admissible  pow- 
ers, the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  9th.  instant  Copy  of  which 
you  have  also  annexed.  No.  2.  will  in  great  measure  serve  for 
instructions  on  which  you  may  proceed. 

It  is  possible,  that  should  it  be  found  a  General  Cartel  cannot 
be  settled,  that  the  British  Commissioners  may  request  partial 
exchanges,  but  this  I  do  not  think  I  am  at  liberty  to  allow  under 
present  circumstances. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 
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The  case  of  Mr.  Laurens  and  Lord  Cornwallis  is  sufficiently 
specified  in  the  7th.  section  of  the  Resolve  of  the  9th. 

By  the  8th.  section  of  the  same  Resolve  it  is  said  "  Chaplains, 
Surgeons  or  Hospital  Officers  who  shall  be  captured  in  future 
may  not  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  War."  The  construction 
to  be  put  upon  this  is,  in  no  case  a  General  Cartel  should  be 
established  Chaplains  under  a  former  stipulation  have  been 
mutually  released. 

Should  a  sum  of  Money  be  offered  in  Gross  as  a  compensation 
for  subsistence  of  Prisoners  up  to  a  certain  period,  You  will  not 
accept  it,  unless  it  should  come  up  to  or  near  the  sum  which  the 
former  Commissioners  deemed  adequate,  neither  will  you  ab- 
solutely refuse  it;  but  will  report  to  me  the  offer,  that  I  may  take 
direction  in  the  matter  from  Congress,  or  the  Superintendant  of 
Finance. 

Should  the  British  Commissioners  propose  as  perhaps  they 
may,  that  the  adjustment  of  all  accounts  may  be  referred  to  a 
future  day  and  to  persons  more  conversant  in  business  of  that 
kind  than  military  Men  are  supposed  to  be ;  you  can  only  engage 
to  report  upon  this;  but  you  are  at  the  same  time  to  signify  to 
them,  That  in  case  such  a  stipulation  is  entered  into,  it  will 
be  expected  that  national  and  not  personal  assurances  shall  be 
given  for  the  payment  of  the  Balance  on  whichever  side  it  may 
fall,  otherwise  the  settlement  will  be  of  no  avail. 

Should  your  Negociations  break  off  without  accomplishing 
the  business  of  your  Mission,  you  will,  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
ner, declare  to  the  British  Commissioners  the  necessity  we  shall 
be  under  of  putting  in  execution  the  9th.  section  of  the  Resolve 
of  the  9th. 

Mr.  Mullins  a  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  Finance  will  attend  with 
the  accounts  respecting  the  former  subsistence  of  prisoners  of 
War. 
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Lt.  Colo.  Smith,  lately  appointed  Commy.  of  Land  prisoners 
will  attend  the  meeting  and  will  endeavor  to  bring  with  him 
Mr.  Skinner  the  late  Commy.  who,  from  his  full  acquaintance 
with  the  Business  of  that  department,  may  be  useful  in  case  you 
enter  into  negociation.1 

You  will  make  your  Report  to  me  of  your  proceedings  as  soon 
as  convenient  after  they  are  finished.2 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  GLOVER 

Head  Quarters,  September  23, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  Favors  of  the  24th.  of  August.  In 
the  present  State  of  the  Army,  and  the  Difficulty  attendg  the 
Recruitg  Service  in  all  the  States,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
comply  with  your  Request  for  discharging  your  two  Servants, 
Soldiers  in  the  Massa  Line. 

Neither,  for  the  same  Reasons,  can  I  consent  to  their  remaing 
longer  out  of  Service.  You  will  therefore  please  to  order  them 
immediately  to  join  their  Regiments  or  send  on  two  others  of 
equal  goodness  and  to  the  Acceptance  of  the  Musterg  Officers, 
as  Substitutes  to  take  their  places.  I  am  &c.3 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  September  23, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  Your  Excellency,  the 
Substance  of  the  latest  Intelligence  from  N  York,  which  I  re- 
ceived Yesterday,  and  is  as  follows,  Vizt. 

*At  this  point  die  draft  has  the  following  crossed  off:  "The  paper  No.  3  will  be 
introduced  by  you,  in  way  of  conversation  rather  than  formerly,  should  your  nego- 
tiations break  off.  I  am  willing  to  allow  the  indulgence  of  Fishing  Boats  for  the 
use  of  the  marine  prisoners,  if  no  abuses  are  made  of  such  indulgence.  You  will,  if 
possible,  concert  a  mode  of  licensing  them.  There  is  no  need  to  say  anything  respect- 
ing Wood.  That  we  can  send  in  as  it  is  wanted." 

2 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

3The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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Twelve  Sail  of  the  Line  were  to  sail  on  the  24th.  and  Report 
says  they  were  to  take  Transports  under  their  Convoy. 

Transports  have  been  watering  at  every  watering  place  from 
Staten  Island  to  White  Stone.  Yesterday  (the  21st)  they  were 
called  together  at  new  York. 

Vessels  were  ready  to  carry  the  Refugees  to  Halifax.  Wards4 
Corps  received  New  Cloathes  and  were  to  embark.  A  very  hot 
press  for  Seamen  in  New  York. 

With  much  Regard  &c. 

P.  S.  Your  favor  of  20th  Sepr  reached  me  in  due  time.5 

To  PRESIDENT  WILLIAM  MOORE 

Head  Quarters,  September  23, 1782. 
Sir:  Having  received  Yesterday  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  a 
Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  13th  inst.  wherein  he  is  "directed 
to  take  Order  for  carrying  into  Execution  the  Expedition  pro- 
jected by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  against  the  Savages  infestg 
their  Frontier,  so  far  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  approved 
of  employing  therein  the  Recruits  of  that  State,  or  other  conti- 
nental Troops,"  I  think  it  proper  to  communicate  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, the  followg  Paragraph  of  a  Letter  which  I  have  lately 
received  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  dated  N  York  12th  Septr.Vizt. 
"As  to  the  Savages,  I  have  the  best  Assurances  that  from  a  cer- 
tain period,  not  very  long  after  my  Arrival  here,  no  parties  of 
Indians  were  sent  out,  and  that  Messengers  were  dispatched  to 
recall  those  who  had  gone  forth  before  that  Time;  and  I  have 
particular  Assurances  of  disapprobation  of  all  that  happened  to 
your  party  on  the  Side  of  Sandusky,  except  so  far  as  was  neces- 
sary for  self  Defence." 

4  Capt.  Thomas  Ward,  of  the  Westchester  Refugees,  British  Provincial  Troops. 
5The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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By  repeated  Accounts  from  our  Northwestern  Frontiers, 
which  are  all  quiet  and  Still  from  any  inroads  of  the  Savages, 
or  Enemy  of  any  kind,  I  am  induced  to  view  the  above  Infor- 
mation of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  as  grounded  on  the  fullest  Matter 
of  Fact. 

This  being  the  State  of  Matters  at  this  Moment,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  your  Excellency's  Consideration,  whether  the  pro- 
posed Expedition,  has  the  same  motives  for  its  Execution,  as 
before  we  were  informed  of  these  facts,  and  whether  the  best 
means  for  securing  the  peace  and  Tranquility  of  your  frontier 
from  the  Depredations  of  a  Savage  Enemy,  will  not  be  to  leave 
them  to  the  Direction  of  their  British  Managers,  who  at  pres- 
ent seem  disposed  to  keep  them  in  a  State  of  Quiet  and  Tran- 
quility. For  my  own  part  I  give  it  as  my  candid  Opinion,  that 
it  will  be  best  under  the  Circumstances  to  decline  the  Expedi- 
tion; least,  instead  of  giving  security  to  the  Inhabitants  on  the 
Frontiers,  we  should  again  rouse,  their  savage  Neighbors  to 
acts  of  self  Defence  and  Revenge,  in  which,  it  is  more  than 
probable  the  English  not  considering  themselves  as  Parties  will 
not  attempt  to  restrain  their  Rage  and  Fury. 

Indeed  this  was  my  Opinion  at  the  Time  your  Messengers 
first  Communicated  to  me  the  wishes  of  your  State  respecting 
this  projected  Expedition;  but  I  am  more  fully  assured  of  its 
propriety,  since  I  have  been  informed  of  the  Facts,  which  I  have 
now  mentioned,  and  which  came  to  my  Knowledge  some 
Time  after  the  Gentlemen  had  left  me.6 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PETER  MUHLENBERG 

Head  Quarters,  September  24, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favors  of  the  15th.  of  Augt.  and  5th. 
instant,  and  am  extremely  sorry  to  hear  that  your  prospects  of 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 


200  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Sept. 

recruiting  are  so  unpromising.  I  imagine  you  will  have  re- 
ceived orders  from  Major  General  Greene,  before  this  reaches 
you,  to  remain  in  Virginia  with  the  Recruits  of  that  State. 
Should  you  not,  you  will  look  upon  this  as  an  order  for  that 
purpose.  You  will  take  all  possible  pains  to  have  the  Recruits 
instructed  in  their  duty  and  fitted  for  service.  Your  wants  you 
will  from  time  to  time  make  known  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
and  report  to  me  every  now  and  then,  once  a  Month  at  least, 
the  progress  you  make  in  recruiting.  I  am  &c.7 

To  REVEREND  SAMUEL  COOPER 

Head  Quarters,  September  24, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  12th.  instant,  and 
am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Transcript  of  Mr.  Adams's 
Letter,  which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  communicate. 

The  Accounts  we  receive  from  Europe,  of  the  Negociations 
at  Paris,  are  so  various,  and  of  such  a  contradictory  Nature,  that 
it  is  next  to  impossible  to  form  any  consistent  Judgment  upon 
them,  or  to  determine  what  are  the  real  Intentions  of  the  Brit- 
ish Nation  with  regard  to  America.  Indeed,  from  what  I  have 
been  able  to  collect  I  am  disposed  to  believe  they  are  not  fixed 
in  their  own  Cabinet. 

In  one  Opinion  however  I  am  most  firmly  fixed ;  that  in  the 
present  Situation  it  is  our  Duty  to  be  preparing  in  the  best  man- 
ner possible  for  a  Continuance  of  the  War,  and  to  exert  our 
utmost  powers  to  bring  to  a  happy  Conclusion,  in  the  Way  we 
have  hitherto  pursuied  it,  a  Contest  in  which  we  have  so  long 
been  engaged,  and  in  which  we  have  so  often,  and  conspicu- 
ously experienced,  the  Smiles  of  Heaven,  and  in  this  Circum- 
stance, to  wait  the  Issue  of  Events. 

'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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I  am  much  indebted  for  your  good  wishes  for  my  personal 
Happiness  and  Wellfare;  And  am  with  Great  Respect  etc.8 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  24, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  17th.  and 
18th.  Instants,  with  their  inclosures.  I  have  forwarded  a  pass- 
port to  Mr.  Garden. 

I  inclose  you,  under  flying  Seals  My  letters  to  General  Greene 
and  General  Muhlenburg  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  I 
have  in  a  great  measure  left  the  execution  of  the  Resolve  of  the 
9th.  to  the  discretion  of  the  former.  The  latter  I  have  ordered 
to  remain  in  Virginia  with  the  Recruits  of  that  State.  This  I 
believe  had  been  previously  done  by  General  Greene  upon 
finding  an  evacuation  of  Charles  Town  probable. 

I  am  authorised  to  call  Armands  Legion  to  the  main  Army 
if  I  think  proper.  But  as  they  would  be  of  no  use  in  this  Quar- 
ter, and  as  I  imagine  they  may  be  more  easily  subsisted  in  Vir- 
ginia this  Winter  than  here  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  Forage 
from  the  drougth,  I  would  wish,  if  you  agree  with  me  in  opin- 
ion, that  you  would  give  Colo.  Armand  orders  to  remain  in 
Virginia  and  take  measures  for  having  him  supplied.  I  have 
the  honor  etc.9 

To  MAJOR  JOHN  SINGER  DEXTER10 

Head  Quarters,  September  24, 1782. 
Sir:  You  will  please  to  permit  the  British  Commissioners, 
(with  their  Suite)  who  are  to  meet  Commissrs  from  me  at 

8The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Joathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

10  Of  the  Rhode  Island  battalion.   He  served  to  November,  1783. 
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Orange-Town  tomorrow  to  pass  to  that  Place;  the  Gentlemen 
will  land  at  Tapan  or  the  Slote  landing.  Boats  are  also  to  be 
permitted  to  pass  to  and  from  the  Enemy,  on  the  written  Pass- 
ports of  Major  Genls  Heath  or  Knox,  during  the  sitting  of  the 
Commissioners,  to  whom  Guards  are  to  be  furnished  when  ap- 
plied for  by  our  Commissioners.  The  additional  Company  of 
Lt  Infantry  is  sent  to  enable  you  to  perform  this;  and  you  will 
pay  due  attention  to  any  other  requisitions  of  those  Gentlemen 
which  may  tend  to  promote  the  public  service,  without  waiting 
until  reference  can  be  made  to  me. 

The  papers  respecting  an  interview  between  Mr.  Van  Wag- 
enen  and  his  Father  may  be  sent  into  New  York  by  the  first 
Flag.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Gentlemen  having  permission  from  the  Executive  of 
any  State  to  go  to  the  Enemy's  Lines,  may  be  suffered  to  send 
an  open  Letter  to  N  York  previously  to  obtain  liberty  for  the 
purpose.11 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  September  24, 1782. 

Sir :  Sundry  Accounts  from  New  York,  having  reached  me, 
informg  that  the  British  were  more  than  meditating  an  Enter- 
prize  against  the  squadron  of  the  Marquis  De  Vaudreuil,  which 
the  Enemy  have  learnt  are  now  in  two  Detachments,  in  Boston 
and  Portsmouth  Harbors;  and  that  preparations  were  makg 
for  the  purpose;  I  have  made  the  Marquis  acquainted  with  this 
Intelligence,  and  the  probabilities  of  such  Event  takg  place. 

At  the  same  Time  that  I  gave  this  Information  to  the  french 
Admiral,  I  have  written  a  Letter  to  Governor  Hancock,  re- 
questing that  Arrangements  might  be  made  with  the  Militia 
of  his  State,  in  such  Manner,  as  to  give  immediate  and  effectual 

11  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Support,  in  Aid  and  protection  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty's 
Ships,  in  Case  an  Attempt  should  be  made  upon  them. 

The  like  Information  I  shall  give  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  requests  similar  Assistance  from  him, 
in  case  the  Enemy  should  appear  at  Portsmouth.  With  the 
highest  Respect  etc.12 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  24, 1782. 
Parole  Martinico.    Countersigns  Fort  royal,  Basseterre. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Vose 
Major  Gibbs 
Brigade  Major  Walker 
Brigade  Quartr.  Master  Williams 
For  duty  tomorrow  3d.  Connecticut  and  6th.  Massa.  regi- 
ments. 

When  Guards  march  by  Platoons  it  is  to  be  observed  as  a 
General  rule,  that  the  Drummers  and  fifers  if  there  be  any, 
dress  with  the  front  rank  of  the  first  Platoon,  the  Drumr.  on 
the  right  of  the  Serjeant,  and  the  fifer  on  the  right  of  the 
Drummer. 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  September  25, 1782. 
Sir :  On  f riday  next  you  will  move  from  your  Quarters  (wher- 
ever they  may  be)  with  your  whole  Corps,  at  such  time  and 
manner,  as  to  be  at  the  White  Plains  positively  between  sunset 
and  dark;  your  Men  will  require  provisions  for  Saturday  and 
may  be  perfectly  light. 

12In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives, 
Aff.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 


For  the  Day  tomorrows 
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I  send  you  the  Paroles  and  Cr  Signs  untill  the  29th  inclusive, 
you  will  keep  them  sacredly  to  yourself,  except  when  they  are 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Officers  entitled  to  them,  on  the  several 
days  they  are  designed  for.  I  am  etc.13 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  25, 1782. 
ParoleNewhampshire.  CountersignsPortsmouth,Piscataqua. 
Lieutenant  Colo.  Newhall 
Major  Darby 
Brigade  Major  Converse 
Brigade  Qr.  Master  Ripley 
For  duty  tomorrow  2d.  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  regi- 
ment. 

By  the  General  Courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Courtlandt  is 
President,  September  19th.  1782,  Lieutenant  Deniston14  of  the 
2d.  New  York  regiment  charged  with  "Absenting  himself  from 
Camp  the  9th.  instant  and  remaining  out  of  Camp  untill  the 
10th.  instant  without  permission"  was  tried. 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the  Charges  against  Lieuten- 
ant Deniston  is  supported  and  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
Article  2d.  section  13th.  of  the  rules  and  Articles  of  war  and 
sentence  him  to  be  repremanded  by  the  Commander  in  Chief 
in  General  Orders. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 
Under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  trial  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  that  Mr.  Deniston  might  have  obtained  Leave  had 

13The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

On  September  25  Washington  wrote  also  to  Captain  von  Heer  to  be,  with  the  whole 
of  his  corps,  with  2  days'  provisions,  at  the  Light  Infantry  camp  at  9  a.  m.,  on  Friday 
next.  "You  will  remain  there  until  you  receive  further  Orders."  This  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

14 Lieut.  Daniel  D.  Denniston  (Deniston).   lie  served  to  June,  1783. 
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he  applied  for  it,  his  leaving  Camp  without  such  application 
shews  an  indifference  to  order  which  is  highly  reprehensible. 

Lieutenant  Deniston  is  released  from  Arrest. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  pardon  Sylvester 
Young,  soldier  in  the  first  Jersey  regiment  under  Sentence  of 
Death  for  desertion  &c.  and  directs  that  he  be  released  from 
Confinement  and  join  his  regiment. 

Six  Captains,  six  Subalterns,  twelve  serjeans,  twelve  Corpor- 
als, and  three  hundred  privates,  are  immediately  to  be  draughted, 
and  put  under  the  direction  of  the  Quartermaster  General  for 
the  purpose  of  transporting  fewel  to  Westpoint;  for  the  use 
of  the  Garrison.  The  officers  and  Noncomd.  officers  are  to  be 
taken  from  the  line;  the  privates  are  all  to  be  new  levies 
and  taken  in  equal  proportion,  from  the  brigades  which  have 
men  of  that  description. 

To  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Head  Quarters,  September  25, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of 
20th.  instant,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  Communication  of  the 
Intelligence  you  have  received  from  Canada. 

I  have  no  particular  Instructions  to  give  your  Messenger  on 
his  Return;  I  wish  only  to  be  as  often  and  as  fully  informed 
from  that  Quarter,  as  possible  of  all  that  passes  respecting  our 
public  Concerns. 

The  Information  you  have  reed,  appears  very  good,  as  in 
some  particular  Instances  it  tallies  very  well  with  my  Intelli- 
gence received  thro  other  Channels. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  foreign  Troops  which  ar- 
rived sometime  ago  at  Halifax,  were  part  (if  not  the  whole)  of 
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the  4,000,  mentioned  to  be  destined  for  Canada  from  Europe;  a 
Body  of  foreign  troops  have  also  left  N  York;  reported  to  be 
going  to  Halifax  or  Canada. 

I  have  also  been  informed  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  that  the 
Inroads  of  the  Savages,  have  been  checked,  upon  our  frontiers. 

I  am  rejoiced  at  the  Recovery  of  your  Health,  and  shall  be 
very  happy  to  see  you  on  a  Visit  at  my  Quarters  whenever  you 
shall  find  it  convenient.  I  am  &c.15 

To  LORD  STIRLING 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  25, 1782. 
My  Lord :  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  favors  of  the 
18th.  and  21st.  Inst,  with  the  several  Enclosures.  Your  Lordship 
may  rest  assured,  I  am  highly  satisfied  with  the  measures  which 
have  been  taken  for  reducing  the  number  of  Posts  on  the  fron- 
tier, removing  the  superfluous  public  Buildings  and  Stores, 
establishing  discipline,  and  holding  the  Troops  in  perfect  read- 
iness for  marching.  With  sentiments  of  Regard  etc.10 

To  COLONEL  SAMUEL  BLATCHLEY  WEBB 

Head  Quarters,  September  25, 1782. 
Sir:  You  will  cause  two  days  Provisions  to  be  drawn  and 
cooked  for  the  Light  Infantry  by  tomorrow  night;  and  hold 
that  Corps  in  perfect  readiness  to  march  at  Day  break  on  f riday 
Morng.  You  will  select  a  sufficient  Number  of  men,  least  ca- 
pable of  marching,  or  others,  to  take  care  of  your  Camp.  I 
am  etc.18 


5Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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ToJOHNMOYLAN 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  September  25, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  extremely  pleased  with  the  information  contained 
in  your  Letter  of  the  13th.  respecting  the  arrival  from  Holland. 
Nothing  could  be  more  opportune  nor  any  Article  more  neces- 
sary than  such  a  supply  of  Linnen  to  make  Shirts  for  the  Army; 
but  I  fear  in  the  present  state  of  public  Finances  and  Credit, 
much  time  must  be  lost  before  the  Shirts  can  be  compleated 
and  forwarded  to  the  Troops,  unless  the  Ladies  who  have  given 
such  decided  and  repeated  proofs  of  patriotism  and  zeal  for  the 
Cause  of  their  Country,  could  be  induced  once  more  to  resume 
the  task  of  making  up  the  Linnen  gratuitously  for  their  brave 
Countrymen,  who  are  now  suffering  in  the  Field,  and  who  can 
scarcely  expect  a  speedy  relief,  but  from  the  Hands  of  their  fair 
Countrywomen. 

I  mention  this  as  a  Resource,  in  case  all  others  should  fail, 
which  I  am  convinced  may  be  tried  with  success,  if  some  Ladies 
of  Influence  will  undertake  to  promote  the  business,  by  shew- 
ing the  necessity  of  it,  by  obtaining  Subscriptions  for  making 
the  Shirts,  cutting  them  out,  distributing  the  Linnen  and  in- 
deed by  taking  a  general  superintendance  of  the  affair.  I  think 
you  cannot  be  so  advantageously  employed  yourself  at  present, 
as  by  exerting  yourself  to  the  utmost  of  your  ability  to  acceler- 
ate this  supply  to  the  Army. 

The  Articles  of  Cloathing  (exclusive  of  Shirts)  which  will 
be  more  immediately  necessary  for  the  Winter,  are,  Blankets, 
Woolen  Hose,  and  Cloth  for  one  pair  of  Overalls  pr  man.  A 
proportion  of  Watch-Coats  and  Woolen  Mittens  will  also  be 
essential.  No  opportunity  should  be  lost  of  sending  forward 
these,  or  any  other  Articles  that  may  be  intended  for  the  use  of 
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this  Army  before  the  Autumnal  Rains  set  in,  and  the  Roads  be- 
come so  broken  up,  as  to  prevent  transportation. 

I  flatter  myself,  if  we  make  the  best  use  of  the  means  now  in 
our  power,  the  Troops  will  be  better  prepared  to  support  the 
cold  of  the  approaching  Winter  than  ever  they  have  been,  espe- 
cially if  a  sufficient  contract  for  Shoes  is  kept  up,  which  I  hope 
will  be  the  case.  Altho  I  imagine  the  coats  now  in  use,  will  last 
tolerably  well  thro'  the  Winter,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
cloth  and  thread  to  mend  and  turn  them ;  yet  this  ought  by  no 
means  to  prevent  the  necessary  Measures  from  being  still  pur- 
sued to  obtain  the  Next  Years  supply.  I  am  etc.17 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  September  26, 1782. 
Sir:  The  following  Intelligence18 1  rec'd  yesterday  from  Can- 
ada. It  being  of  great  importance  to  the  United  States  and  in 
my  Judgment  bearing  the  marks  of  great  Authenticity  I  think 
it  proper  to  communicate  it  to  your  Excellency  and  Congress. 

Septr.  3,  1782,  Dispatches  are  lately  received  by  General  Haldimand 
from  the  Ministry;  the  following  is  what  I  have  collected  of  the  Con- 
tents. That  a  reinforcement  of  between  3  or  4000  Men  might  be  soon 
expected  from  Europe  and  about  1500  of  the  Foreign  Troops  from  New 
York.  That  the  Posts  in  the  Upper  Country  will  be  reinforced  and 
strengthened.  That  the  fortifications  in  this  Province  are  to  be  put  in 
the  best  State  of  Defence  possible.  That  it  was  in  Contemplation  to 
point  the  whole  force  of  the  Nation  against  the  French  and  Spanish 
Settlements  in  the  West  Indies.  That  incursions  into  your  Country  by 
the  Indians  and  small  Parties  were  no  longer  to  be  permitted.  Since  the 
arrival  of  these  Dispatches,  large  quantities  of  Flour  and  Military  Stores 
are  to  be  sent  to  the  Westward.  Beef  and  Pork  they  have  none  to  send, 
at  present  but  a  fleet  from  Ireland  is  soon  expected  with  a  large  Supply. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

ISIn  Schuyler's  letter  of  September  20  to  Washington.  This  letter  is  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers. 
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A  number  of  Indians  left  this  a  few  days  ago.  They  were  told  by 
Campbell19  they  must  not  go  to  War,  as  the  King  had  compassion  on  his 
American  Subjects  they  having  expressed  their  sorrow  for  what  they  had 
done.  The  Seneca  Sachem  replied,  that  the  Americans  and  French 
had  beat  the  English,  that  the  latter  could  no  longer  carry  on  the  War, 
and  that  the  Indians  know  it  well,  and  must  now  be  sacrificed  or  submit 
to  the  Americans.  That  it  was  time  to  attend  to  their  own  concerns  and 
listen  no  longer  to  his  lies.  Campbell  tried  to  sooth  them,  but  in  vain. 
I  was  present  at  this  Conversation,  which  took  place  in  presence  of  all 
the  Indians  and  many  of  the  Inhabitants.  The  Indians  after  receiving 
considerable  presents  went  home  little  satisfied  with  their  Situation. 

I  have  the  honor  etc.20 

To  COLONEL  SAMUEL  BLATCHLEY  WEBB 

Head  Quarters,  September  26,  1782. 

Sir :  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  directed  me  to  inform  you 
he  would  have  you  to  commence  the  March  of  the  Light  In- 
fantry at  day  break  tomorrow  Morng,  and  proceed  on  the 
route  by  the  River  to  the  Fork  of  the  Road  just  above  the  Re- 
doubt at  Dobbs's  ferry  (where  Sheldons  Legion  was  quartered 
last  Campaign)  from  whence  you  will  please  to  detach  one 
Battalion  to  the  height  immediately  above  the  Redoubt  on  the 
left  side  of  the  Road;  this  Battalion  is  to  post  Sentinels  and  keep 
lookouts  on  the  most  advantageous  Places;  besides  these  a 
small  scout  is  to  be  sent  down  that  Road  at  least  a  Mile. 

With  the  remainder  of  the  Corps  the  General  desires  you  will 
proceed  to  the  Height  near  the  small  House  where  you  be- 
gin to  descend  the  Hill  to  the  Bridge  between  Dobb's  Ferry 
and  our  old  Encampment,  from  thence  Sentinels  are  to  be  kept 
out,  and  a  party  advanced  a  Mile  or  more  on  the  Saw  Mill 
River  Road.  A  Party  is  also  to  be  sent  a  long  the  Road  leading 

10Maj.  Donald(?)  Campbell. 

^In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  September 
30  and  referred  to  Elias  Boudinot,  James  Duane,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 
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to  the  Camp  occupied  by  the  French  last  year,  as  far  at  least 
as  Lord  Stirlings  Quarters.  The  Movement  and  disposition 
should  not  be  made  a  matter  of  Notoriety  beforehand;  you 
may  expect  to  receive  his  Excellencys  farther  Orders,  at  your 
positions.  With  great  respect  etc.21 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  26, 1782. 

Dr  Sir :  The  second  Request  of  the  Inhabitants  of  South  Caro- 
lina, to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  for  Means  of  Conveyance  to  their 
State,  contained  in  your  Letter  of  the  28th.  of  August,  was  trans- 
mitted by  me  to  the  British  Commander  in  Chief  in  my  Letter 
dated  the  3d.  of  Septemr. 

As  I  have  not  yet  heard  a  Single  Word  from  Sir  Guy  in  An- 
swer to  this  Application,  and  fearing  that  the  Impatience  of  the 
Applicants  may  attribute  this  Delay  to  some  Neglect  on  my 
part  in  the  transmission  of  their  Request,  I  think  it  proper  to 
convey  this  Information  to  you,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  do 
me  Justice  in  reply  to  any  Queries  that  may  be  made  respecting 
the  Matter.  I  have  the  Honor  &c.22 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  September  26, 1782. 
Sir:  Instead  of  being  with  your  Corps  at  the  White  Plains 
between  sunset  and  dark  tomorrow  Evening,  as  mentioned  to 
you  in  the  Commander  in  Chief's  Letter  of  Yesterday's  date; 
it  is  his  pleasure  that  you  should  be  with  your  Legion  by  2 
oClock  P.  M.  tomorrow  at  the  House  where  Lord  Stirling 


n  the  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "D  Humphrys  Aid  de  Camp." 
"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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quartered  the  last  Campaign,  (the  name  of  the  Family  I  know 
not,  but  you  will  readily  recollect  it  to  have  been  between  the 
ist.  and  2d.  Lines  of  the  American  Army.) 

The  General  having  rode  out,  has  left  it  in  charge  with  me, 
to  communicate  this  Order,  and  to  desire  you  will  be  punctual 
in  the  Execution  of  it,  as  to  time  and  place.  I  am,  etc.23 

To  COLONEL  RICHARD  BUTLER 

Head  Quarters,  September  26,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  10th.  with  the  several 
Inclosures. 

I  now  inclose  to  you  two  Warrants  for  the  Execution  of  the 
two  persons  capitally  convicted  by  the  Court  Martial  held 
under  your  Orders.  It  is  left  to  your  Judgment  to  execute  one 
or  both  as  you  may  think  the  necessity  of  Circumstances  and 
Example  require. 

Your  Conduct  in  Consequence  of  the  Depredations  of  the 
Savages  on  the  Frontier,  is  fully  approved  by  me. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  at  present  to  give  you  the  Information  you 
wish,  respectg  the  Number  of  Men  in  your  Line  and  the  prob- 
able Number  of  Regiments  they  will  form  upon  the  new  Ar- 
rangement. I  approve  much  the  Spirit  manifested  in  your 
Letter  toward  a  Continuance  in  the  Service,  and  most  sincerely 
wish  that  Circumstances  may  permit  your  remaing. 

I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  personal  Attachment  and 
Esteem  you  are  pleased  to  mention  toward  me.  I  can  only  say, 
that  I  fear,  in  Consequence  of  the  New  Arragement  of  the 
Army,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  regret  the  Loss  of  many  brave 
Officers  from  our  Service,  for  whom  I  have  ever  entertained  a 
high  Esteem  and  Regard. 

23 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "D  Humphreys  Aid  de  Camp." 


For  the  Day  tomorrow 


212  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [Sept. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  my  Compliments  to  your 
Brother  and  thank  him  in  my  Name  for  the  kind  Attention 
shewn  by  him  to  me.   I  am  &c.24 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Thursday,  September  26, 1782. 
Parole  Burgundy.    Countersigns  Dunkirk,  Toulon. 
Colonel  Vose 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Grosvenor 
Brigade  Major  Smith 
Brigade  Quarter  Master  Tuckerman 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  4th.  Connecticut  and  1st.  Massa. 
regiment. 

Ezra  Gasco,  a  soldier  of  the  2d  Massa.  Regiment,  tried  by 
the  General  Court  martial  of  which  Col.  Cortlandt  is  presi- 
dent, for  Deserting  from  Guard  is  found  guilty  of  breach  of 
Article  1st.  Section  6th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and 
sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  on  his  naked  back. 

Caleb  Howard  soldier  tried  by  the  same  General  Courtmar- 
tial  for  deserting  from  the  regiment  late  Colonel  Lee's  and  re- 
inlisting  in  the  1st.  New  York  regiment  is  found  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  Article  1st.  and  3d.  Section  6th.  of  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war  and  sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  on 
his  naked  back. 

Noah  Thresher,  soldier,  tried  by  the  same  Genl.  Courtmar- 
tial  for  deserting  from  the  late  16th.  Massa.  regimt.  is  found 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  article  1st.  Section  6th.  of  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war,  and  sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  on 
his  naked  back. 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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John  Frint,  soldier,  tried  by  the  same  Genl.  courtmartial  for 
Deserting  from  the  9th.  Massa.  regiment  is  found  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  Article  1st.  section  6th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war 
and  sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  on  his  naked  back. 

Nicholas  and  Dennis  Plugh,  soldiers,  tried  by  the  same  Gen- 
eral courtmartial  for  Deserting  from  the  2d.  Newyork  regi- 
ment, are  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  Article  1st.  Sectn.  6th.  of 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and  sentenced  to  receive  one  hun- 
dred lashes  each  on  his  [sic]  naked  back. 

John  Lathbee,  soldier  in  the  2d.  Massa.  Regiment,  tried  by 
the  same  General  courtmartial  for  desertion,  going  to  the 
enemy  and  selling  or  otherwise  disposing  of  his  regimental 
Cloathing,  is  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  article  1st.  Section  6th. 
and  Arte.  3d.  Section  12th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and 
sentenced  to  receive  twenty  five  lashes  on  his  naked  back,  four 
successive  mornings,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  one  hundred 
lashes. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  each  and  every  of  the 
foregoing  sentences  and  orders  that  the  punishments  be  in- 
flicted, at  such  times,  as  the  Commanding  officers  of  regiments 
die  Delinquents  belong  to  shall  direct. 

The  Commanding  officers  of  the  brigades  from  which  the 
Levies  were  yesterday  drawn  for  the  Quartermaster  generals 
service  are  requested  to  see,  that  their  arms,  accoutriments,  and 
Ammunition  are  delivered  to  the  Field  Commissary  of  Mili- 
tary Stores. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  27, 1782. 
Sir:  On  the  25th  instant  a  Doctr  Shields  and  Mrs.  Beck  from 
Lancaster,  arrived  at  Dobb's  Ferry,  with  Genl  Hazens  passport 
to  go  into  N  York;  agreable  to  Genl  Orders,  they  were  stopped 
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and  reported  at  Head  Quarters.  The  Genl  has  ordered  them 
to  be  detained  untill  information  can  be  had  from  you  respectg 
them. 

As  these  people  are  very  impatient  to  go  in,  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  give  the  Genl  Notice  as  soon  as  possible  whether  it 
is  with  your  knowledge  or  with  your  Approbation,  they  are 
come  on. 

His  Excellency  being  absent  when  this  Opportunity  pre- 
sented, is  the  Reason  of  my  writing  to  you  in  my  own  Name. 
With  great  Respect  etc.20 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Friday,  September  27, 1782. 
Parole  Massachusetts.    Countersigns  Boston,  Salem. 
Colonel  Butler 
Major  Wyllys 
Brigade  Major  Williams 
B.  Qr.  Master  Appleton 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  1st.  Jersey  and  4th.  Massa.  regiments. 
The  seventh  Massachusetts  regiment  will  relieve  the  second 
Jersey  regiment  on  fatigue  at  Westpoint  the  29th.  instant. 

The  1st.  New  York  regiment  will  relieve  the  men  of  the 
Rhode  island  regiment  on  duty  at  Stoney  point  and  Kakiat  at 
the  same  time. 

To  PRESIDENT  MESHECH  WEARE 

Head  Quarters,  September  28,  1782. 
Sir:  By  repeated  Information  from  N.  York,  the  Enemy 
have  in  contemplation  an  Attack  either  upon  the  ships  of  his 

25 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "J  Tfrumbu]ll." 
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most  Christian  Majesty  at  Boston,  or  those  at  Portsmouth,  or 
perhaps  both.  Those  at  Portsmouth  being  in  the  most  defence- 
less situation,  may  perhaps  engage  their  attention.  These  re- 
ports may  be  groundless,  but  it  nevertheless  behoves  us  to  be 
ready  to  give  our  generous  Ally  every  Assistance  in  our  power, 
should  there  be  occasion.  I  would  therefore  wish  you  to  warn 
the  Militia  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Portsmouth  to  be  ready 
to  turn  out  at  a  moments  warng,  at  the  appearance  of  an  En- 
emy upon  the  Coast.  I  had  some  time  ago  made  a  similar  re- 
quest to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  With 
great  regard  etc.26  [  n.  h.  h.  s.  ] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 

Saturday,  September  28, 1782. 

Parole  Virginia.    Countersigns  Maryland,  Delaware. 

Lt.  Col.  E.  Huntington 

_      ,      ,  Major  Graham 

For  the  day  tomorrow*  „  .      ,   , ,  .     ^    ,  . 

Brigade  Major  Gushing 

Qr.  Master  Morrill 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st.  New  York  and  2d.  Massa.  Regi- 
ments. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JACOB  BAYLEY 

Head  Quarters,  September  29, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  favored  with  your  several  Letters  of  19th  Augst 
and  19th  Septemr.  and  one  from  Mr.  Johnson;  And  am  much 
obliged  by  your  Attention  to  the  public  Interests  of  the  United 
States. 

As  to  the  military  Intentions  of  the  Enemy,  whatever  they 
might  have  been  some  Time  ago,  I  believe  they  are  now 

20In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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suspended  on  your  Quarter  as  well  as  in  other  parts.  By  infor- 
mation I  am  rather  induced  to  think,  they  are  establishg  a  post 
at  Isle  a  Noix  than  meditating  any  Incursion  upon  these  States. 

Respecting  the  civil  Contentions  and  Disputes  in  Vermont, 
I  think  it  rather  a  Matter  of  Representation  to  Congress  than 
to  be  noticed  in  any  other  Way.  If  instead  of  vague  and  ran- 
dom Information  of  Insidious  Designs  of  the  Aliens,  any  posi- 
tive Direct  proofs  could  be  adduced  against  them,  there  are 
means  sufficient  to  Check  their  Attempts.  I  should  recom- 
mend your  Accusations,  if  they  can  be  pointed,  to  be  made  to 
Congress,  who  I  doubt  not  will  take  the  Measures  to  prevent 
their  effecting  any  mischievous  Designs. 

The  Matter  of  Exchanges  is  in  the  same  disagreeable  Situa- 
tion as  when  I  wrote  you  last,  if  not  worse;  a  late  Meeting  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Subject  of  a  general  Cartel,  has  issued 
as  unsuccessfully  as  that  of  last  Spring. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  gratify  your  Wish  respectg  your 
Accounts;  all  public  Accounts  at  present  are  settled  by  Com- 
missioners in  Philadelphia.  Your  Members  of  Congress  per- 
haps may  be  able  to  do  what  is  necessary  for  you  there.  I 
am  &c.27 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Sunday,  September  29, 1782. 
Sir:  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  call  at  your  Excellency's  Quar- 
ters this  morning  upon  my  return  from  an  excursion  as  far  as 
our  old  Camp  at  Philipsburg,  but  had  not  the  pleasure  of  find- 
ing you  at  home.  I  wished  to  have  communicated  to  you,  per- 
sonally, my  observations  upon  the  state  of  Forage  in  that 
Country,  and  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  think  a  change 

27 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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of  position  may  be  attended  with  advantages,  provided  we  can 
find  means  of  subsisting  the  Horses  and  Cattle  of  the  Army. 

I  will  first  make  your  Excellency  acquainted  with  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Country  in  respect  to  Forage,  so  far  as  it  came  under 
my  own  observation.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Camp  at  Philips- 
burg  there  is  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  Grass;  A  suffi- 
ciency, I  think,  for  the  pasturage  of  the  draft  Horses  and  Cattle 
of  the  Army  in  the  day  time.  But  I  saw  little  or  no  Hay.  I  was 
informed  that  there  were  considerable  quantities  lower  down, 
particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  Rochelle,  East  and 
West  Chester  and  near  Kingsbridge,  and  that  crops  of  Oats  in 
the  lower  Country  had  been  good.  Should  this  information 
prove  well  founded,  we  shall  not  have  to  draw  our  Forage  fur- 
ther than  we  have  at  present  and  the  Roads  are  better. 

Should  it  be  found,  that  we  can  subsist  the  Horses  and  Cattle 
of  the  Army  the  following  Benefits  will  accrue. 

We  shall  consume  that  Forage  which  otherwise  the  Enemy 
will  possess  themselves  of. 

We  shall  in  a  great  measure  obstruct  a  very  pernicious  traffic 
which  is  carried  on  between  the  Country  and  New  York.  And 
we  may  either  put  a  temporary  stop  to  any  detachments  which 
the  Enemy  may  be  about  making  to  the  West  Indies  (a  matter 
perhaps  of  importance  while  Mr.  Vaudreuil  is  detained  upon 
this  Coast)  or  we  may  be  at  hand  to  take  advantage  of  any  op- 
portunity which  their  weakened  Force  may  afford.  I  will  just 
remark  that  should  the  move  be  deemed  practicable  and  eli- 
gible, I  cannot  be  in  readiness,  owing  to  the  employ  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  teams  of  my  Army  in  drawing  Wood  to 
the  Bank  of  the  North  River,  before  the  latter  end  of  this  Week 
or  the  beginning  of  next.  I  have  the  honor  etc.28 

28 In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  the  original  in  the  Rochambeau  Papers 
in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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For  the  day  tomorrow 


GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Sunday,  September  29, 1782. 
Parole  Rhode  Island.    Countersigns  Bristol,  Providence. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gray 
Major  Pettingall 
Brigade  Major  Cox 
Brigade  Qr.  Master  Bulkly 
For  duty  tomorrow  2d.  New  York  and  8th.  Massachusetts 
regiments. 

The  adjournment  of  the  General  courtmartial  of  which 
Colonel  Cortlandt  is  president,  is  continued  untill  Wednesday, 
the  2d.  of  October  next  when  it  will  meet  at  the  usual  place  and 
hour. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  point, 
Monday,  September  30, 1782. 
Parole  Normandy.    Countersigns  Cherburgh,  Calais. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Cochran 
Major  Spurr 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Brigade  Major  Hicks 

Brigade  Qr.  Master  from 
2d.  Conn.  brig. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  1st.  Connecticut  and  5th.  Massachu- 
setts regiments. 

The  Levies  detached  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the 
wood  will  receive  from  the  regiments  to  which  they  belong 
their  proportion  of  Tents,  and  encamp  at  the  Landing  places 
to  which  they  are  assigned  or  wherever  the  Quarter  Master 
General  shall  direct.   They  are  untill  further  orders  to  be 
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excluded  in  the  provision  returns  of  the  regiments  they  served 
in,  and  to  draw  on  Returns  signed  by  the  Quartermaster  genl. 
or  such  person  as  he  shall  authorize. 

By  a  General  courtmartial  held  at  Verplanks  point  Septr.  23d. 
1782,  whereof  Colonel  Cortlandt  is  president  Captain  Matchen 
of  the  2d.  regiment  of  Artillery,  charged  "  1st.  with  Inlisting  a 
Soldier  belonging  to  the  2d.  Connecticut  regimt.  on  the  15th.  or 
16th.  of  August  last  and  sending  him  to  recruit  for  him,  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  Commanding  officer  of  his  regiment 
2dly.  With  Inlisting  several  men  unfit  for  further  Service,  par- 
ticularly Fineas  Fountain  and  John  Crump  "  was  tried. 

The  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  the  first 
charge  against  Captain  Machin  is  supported,  yet  think  Capt. 
Machin  did  not  know  that  the  Soldier  did  belong  to  the  2d. 
Connecticut  regiment,  but  as  it  appears  to  the  Court  that  Cap- 
tain Machin  did  not  take  the  measures  in  his  power  for 
proper  Information  they  think  him  guilty  of  a  neglect  highly 
reprehensible. 

On  the  2d.  charge  the  Court  are  of  opinion  that  Captain 
Machin  did  Inlist  two  men  Vizt.  Fineas  Fountain  and  John 
Crump  unfit  for  service,  yet  from  the  circumstances  in  evidence 
they  think  Captn.  Machin  might  have  been  deceived  with  respect 
to  Crump  and  therefore  as  to  inlisting  him,  they  think  Captn.  Ma- 
chin excusable,  but  in  enlisting  Fountain  they  think  Captn. 
Machin  Guilty  of  a  breach  of  his  recruiting  instructions. 

The  Court  Sentence  Captain  Machin  to  be  repremanded  by 
the  Commander  in  Chief  in  General  orders,  to  be  recalled  from 
the  recruiting  service  and  that  he  be  at  all  the  expence  incurred 
by  the  enlisting  and  subsisting  Fountaine  while  in  service. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  above  sentence. 

The  paymaster  of  the  2d  regiment  of  Artillery  is  to  make  a 
stoppage  from  Capt.  Machins  pay  equal  to  the  expence  of  Inlist- 
ing and  subsisting  Fountaine  while  in  service. 
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The  Judgement  of  the  Court  carries  with  it  so  full  a  censure 
upon  the  impropriety  of  Captn.  Machins  Conduct  while  in  the 
execution  of  one  of  the  highest  trusts  that  can  be  reposed  in  an 
officer  that  he  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  add  a  further  reprimand. 

At  the  same  General  courtmartial,  John  Williams  and  Henry 
Jones,  alias  Thos.  Rock,  recruits  for  the  Massachusetts  line  and 
Zachariah  Custis,  a  Soldier  of  the  ioth.  Massa.  regt.  severally 
charged  with  Desertion  were  tried  and  found  guilty  in  breach 
of  Article  ist.  section  6th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and 
each  sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  Lashes  on  his  naked 
back. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the  Court. 

In  the  orders  of  the  8th.  instant  the  Commander  in  Chief 
pointed  out  the  danger  of  a  earless  use  of  fire  in  Camp.  He  now 
directs  that  officers  on  guard  may  prevent  their  sentinals  or 
others  from  making  fires  in  the  woods  where  there  is  no  en- 
campment; and  after  the  publication  of  this  order  it  is  expected 
that  the  Field  officers  and  the  Quarter  Masters  of  the  day  will 
see  that  all  fires  made  in  or  about  the  Camp  except  at  the  usual 
and  necessary  places  of  Cooking  and  Washing  be  immediately 
extinguished,  and  those  who  make  them  confined  and  brought 
to  trial  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

Commanding  officers  of  brigades  are  requested  to  point  out 
the  places  where  their  brigades  are  to  wash  and  give  strict  orders 
that  fires  made  for  that  purpose  are  not  left  burning  when  the 
persons  who  make  them  return  to  Camp. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  September  30, 1782. 
Sir:  That  Congress  may  be  fully  informed  of  all  that  passes 
between  the  British  Commander  in  Chief  and  myself,  I  have 
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the  Honor  now  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  Copies  of  all 
the  Correspondence  I  have  had  with  Sir  Guy  Carleton  since  the 
1 8th  of  August  last,  to  the  present  Time,  the  preceeding  having 
been  communicated  up  to  that  Day.  I  have  the  Honor  &c.29 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  September  30, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  Copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  our  Commissioners  at  their  late  Meeting  at  Tap- 
pan,  with  Copies  of  the  powers  presented  by  the  British  Com- 
missioners, and  the  several  papers  which  passed  between  them 
'till  their  Separation  on  the  28th.  by  which  you  will  see  their 
Business  has  been  brought  to  a  speedy  and  undecisive  Issue. 

Inclosed  are  Copies  of  Letters  which  passed  between  the  two 
Commissrys  of  prisoners  on  the  Subject  of  partial  Exchanges. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  whole  before  Congress  and  ob- 
tain from  that  Hono  Body  as  soon  as  may  be  their  Determina- 
tion for  my  future  Government  on  this  Subject,  particularly 
respectg  the  proposition  of  the  British  Commy  of  prisoners  con- 
tained in  the  last  mentioned  papers. 

The  Commiss's  on  the  part  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  having  tho't 
proper  to  reject  the  Remonstrance  and  protest  of  our  Commiss's 
on  the  Treatment  experienced  by  the  United  States  in  the  Sup- 
port and  Maintenance  of  their  prisoners  of  War  in  our  powers, 
I  shall  take  an  early  Occasion  by  Letter  to  convey  to  the  British 
Comm.  in  Chief  the  Sentiments  of  Congress  on  that  Head,  a 
Copy  of  which  will  be  sent  to  you.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  having  informed  me  that  in 
Consequence  of  the  Exchange  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  he  had  made 
a  Conditional  Exchange  of  his  Lordships  Family,  grounded  on 

"In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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the  approbation  of  Doctr  Franklin  and  the  practice  of  the  Brit- 
ish in  the  Case  of  yourself;  I  wish  that  if  his  lordships  Exchange 
should  be  confirmed  by  Congress,  that  those  of  his  Family  may 
also  be  approved.  I  think  it  not  only  a  Respect  due  to  the  Char- 
acter of  the  Marquis,  but  that  it  may  be  best  also  in  a  political 
View.30 

*To  JAMES  DUANE 

Verplanks  point,  September  30, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  or  some  friend  in  Con- 
gress, to  inform  me  what  has  been,  or  is  like  to  be  done,  with 
respect  to  my  reference  of  the  case  of  Captn.  Huddy  ? 

I  cannot  forbear  complaining  of  the  cruel  situation  I  now 
am,  and  oftentimes  have  been  placed  in,  by  the  silence31  of  Con- 
gress in  matters  of  high  importance,  and  which  the  good  of 
Service,  and  my  official  duty,  has  obliged  me  to  call  upon  them 
(as  the  Sovereign  power  of  these  United  States)  to  decide.  It 
is  only  in  intricate  and  perplexing  cases  I  have  requested  their 
orders;  being  always  willing  to  bear  my  proportion  of  public 
embarrassments,  and  take  a  full  share  of  responsibility,  con- 
scious; that  I  have  treated  that  Honble.  Body,  and  all  their 
measures,  with  as  much  deference  and  respect  as  any  Officer 
in  the  United  States,  I  expected  this  aid. 

Why  then,  if  policy  forbids  a  decision  upon  the  difficult 
points  I  refer  I  am  not  to  be  informed  of  it,  is  beyond  my  con- 
ception; unless  I  was  to  ascribe  it  to  causes  which  I  flatter 
myself  do  not  exist. 

30 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

31At  this  point  the  draft  has  the  following  crossed  out:  "to  call  it  by  the  softest 
name." 

On  September  30  Washington  sent  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  "the  Annual  Returns 
of  the  Men  engaged  in  the  Service  of  the  U  States  from  each  State  composing  the  Army 
under  my  immediate  Command.  You  will  be  pleased  to  lay  them  before  Congress." 
This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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When  I  refer  a  matter  to  Congress,  every  proceeding  on  it, 
on  my  part,  is  suspended  till  their  pleasure  is  transmitted;  and 
for  this  it  is  well  known  I  have  waited  with  unexampled  pa- 
tience. But  when  no  notice  is  taken  of  my  application.  When 
measures,  which  I  might  otherwise  adopt,  are  suspended. 
When  my  own  feelings  are  wounded,  and  others  perhaps  are 
suffering  by  the  delay,  how  is  it  possible  for  me  to  forbear 
expressing  my  disquietude  ? 

The  particular  cause  of  it  at  this  time,  arises  from  two  things; 
first,  while,  I  am  totally  silent  to  the  public,  waiting  the  deci- 
sion of  Congr.  on  the  case  of  Huddy,  I  see  publications  on  this 
head  (importing  reflection)  in  one  of  the  Pensylvania  Papers, 
which  no  man  could  have  made,  that  had  not  access  to  my 
Official  letter  of  the  19th.  of  August  to  Congress;  and  secondly, 
because  I  feel,  exceedingly,  for  Captn.  Asgill;  who  was  desig- 
nated by  Lot  as  a  victim  to  the  Manes  of  Captn.  Huddy.  While 
retaliation  was  apparently  necessary,  however  disagreeable  in 
itself,  I  had  no  repugnance  to  the  measure,  but,  when  the  end 
proposed  by  it  is  answered  (by  a  disavowal  of  the  Act,  by  a 
dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Refugees).  By  a  promise,  whether 
with,  or  without  meaning  to  comply  with  it,  I  shall  not  deter- 
mine; that  further  inquisition  should  be  made  into  the  matter. 
I  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  have  the  sense  of  Congress, 
who  had  most  explicitly  approved,  and  impliedly  indeed  or- 
dered retaliation  to  take  place,  before  I  proceeded  any  further 
in  the  matter.  To  this  hour  I  am  held  in  darkness. 

The  letter  of  Asgill  (copy  of  which  I  inclose)  and  the  situ- 
ation of  his  Father  which  I  am  made  acquainted  with  by  the 
British  prints,  work  too  powerfully  upon  my  humanity,  not 
to  wish  that  Congress  would  chalk  a  line  for  me  to  walk  by  in 
this  business.  To  effect  this  is  the  cause  of  the  trouble  you  now 
receive  from  Dr.  Sir  Yr.  etc. 


For  the  day  tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplank  Point, 
Tuesday,  October  i,  1782. 

Parole  Newhaven.    Countersigns  Fairfield,  Newtown. 
Majors  Olney  and  Reading 
Brigade  Major  Walker 
Brigd.  Qr.  Mr.  Williams 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  5th  Connectt.  and  3  Massa.  Regiments. 

At  the  General  Courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Cortlandt  is 
President,  Major  James  Keith  of  the  8th  Massa.  Regiment  was 
tried. 

First:  For  presuming  to  detach  a  party  of  armed  men  from 
the  Garrison  of  Westpoint,  without  the  consent  or  knowledge 
of  the  Commandant  and  putting  them  under  the  direction  of  a 
person  who  was  not  an  officer,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order 
and  military  decipline.  Secondly :  For  a  palpable  contempt  and 
disobedience  of  General  Orders,  having  connived  at  and  as- 
sisted in  a  pernicious  and  illicit  intercourse  of  traffic  with  the 
Enemy,  by  furnishing  Joseph  Brown  with  a  Military  Guard, 
which  he  made  use  of  for  the  protection  of  stores  and  Merchan- 
dise, brought  from  within  the  Enemys  lines. 

The  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  Major  Keith 
as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  8th  Massa.  Regt.  had  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Commandant  of  the  Garrison  of  West  Point  to  de- 
tach men  as  he  thought  best  for  feathers,  that  Major  Keith  did 
detach  a  party  for  the  purpose,  with  directions  at  the  same  time 
to  guard  some  stores  in  for  the  use  of  the  Army  which  was 
without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the  Commandant  and 
that  he  put  the  party  under  the  direction  of  a  person  who 
was  not  an  officer  to  the  prejudice  of  Good  order  and  Military 
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Decipline  in  breach  of  Article  5th.  section  18th.  of  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war. 

The  Court  on  the  second  charge  are  of  opinion  that  Major 
Keith  did  furnish  Joseph  Brown  with  a  Military  Guard  which 
he  made  use  of  for  the  protection  of  stores  and  Merchandise 
brought  from  within  the  enemys  Lines  and  think,  agreable  to 
their  opinion  on  the  first  charge,  that  Major  Keith  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  use  to  which  the  Guard  was  put  by  Mr.  Brown  and 
of  consequence  that  Major  Keith  is  guilty  of  the  second  charge 
against  him  in  breach  of  article  5th.  Section  18th.  of  the  rules 
and  articles  of  War. 

The  Court  Sentence  Major  Keith  to  be  discharged  the  service. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the  Court. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Wednesday,  October  2, 1782. 
Parole  Champaign.    Countersigns  Antwerp,  Ostend. 
Major  Wright 
Major  Warner 
Brigade  Major  Converse 
Brigade  Qr.  Master  Ripley 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  3d.  Connecticut  and  9th  Massa. 
regiments. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  forbids  the  sending  or  permitting 
Boats  to  go  down  the  river,  from  this  Camp  without  his  leave; 
Non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  who  are  detected  in  go- 
ing down  the  river  by  Water,  or  below  the  advanced  posts 
of  the  army,  by  land  without  proper  authority  will  be  severely 
punished. 


For  the  day  tomorrow* 
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Lieutenant  Bradford32  of  the  2d.  regiment  of  Artillery  is  ap- 
pointed Adjutant  to  the  same  from  the  21st  July  last,  vice  Lieu- 
tenant Giles33  resigned. 

Lieutenant  John  Welch24  is  appointed  Quartermaster  to  the 
Rhode  island  regiment  from  die  1st  of  May  last  vice  Lieutt. 
Sayles35  promoted. 

Lieutenant  Greenman36  of  the  Rhode  island  regt.  is  appointed 
Adjutant  to  the  same  from  the  1st  of  September  last  vice  Lieu- 
tenant Rodgers37  resigned  that  office. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  October  2, 1782. 

My  dear  Sir:  Painful  as  the  task  is  to  describe  the  dark  side 
of  our  affairs,  it  some  times  becomes  a  matter  of  indispensable 
necessity.  Without  disguize  or  palliation,  I  will  inform  you 
candidly  of  the  discontents  which,  at  this  moment,  prevail 
universally  throughout  the  Army. 

The  Complaint  of  Evils  which  they  suppose  almost  remedi- 
less are,  the  total  want  of  Money,  or  the  means  of  existing  from 
One  day  to  another,  the  heavy  debts  they  have  already  incurred, 
the  loss  of  Credit,  the  distress  of  their  Families  (i  e  such  as 
are  Maried)  at  home,  and  the  prospect  of  Poverty  and  Misery 
before  them.  [It  is  vain  Sir,  to  suppose  that  Military  Men  will 
acquiesce  contently  with  bare  rations,  when  those  in  the 
Civil  walk  of  life  (unacquainted  with  half  the  hardships  they 

32Lieut.  James  Bradford.  He  served  to  June,  1784;  was  made  captain  of  U.  S.  Artil- 
lery in  September,  1789;  killed  in  action  with  the  Indians  on  the  Maumec  in  Ohio,  in 
November,  1791. 

3-1  Lieut.  James  Giles.   He  had  resigned  in  August,  1782. 

3<Licut.  John  Welch  (Welsh).  He  retired  in  June,  1783. 

^ Lieut.  David  Sayles.  He  had  been  promoted  to  a  captaincy  in  May,  1781,  and 
retired  in  March,  1783. 

Lieut.  Jeremiah  Greenman.   He  served  to  December,  1783. 

■"Lieut.  John  Rogers  (Rodgers).    He  served  to  November,  1783. 
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endure)  are  regularly  paid  the  emoluments  of  Office;  while 
the  human  Mind  is  influencd  by  the  same  passions,  and  have  the 
same  inclinations  to  endulge  it  cannt.  be.  A  Military  Man 
has  the  same  turn  to  sociability  as  a  person  in  Civil  life;  he  con- 
ceives himself  equally  called  upon  to  live  up  to  his  rank;  and 
his  pride  is  hurt  when  circumstans.  restrain  him.  Only  con- 
ceive then,  the  mortification  they  (even  the  Genl.  Officers)  must 
suffer  when  they  cannot  invite  a  French  Officer,  a  visiting 
friend,  or  travelling  acquaintance  to  a  better  repast  than  stink- 
ing Whiskey  (and  not  always  that)  and  a  bit  of  Beef  without 
Vegitables,  will  afford  them.] 

The  Officers  also  complain  of  other  hardships  which  they 
think  might  and  ought  to  be  remedied  without  delay,  viz,  the 
stopping  Promotions  where  there  have  been  vacancy's  open 
for  a  long  time,  the  withholding  Commissions  from  those 
who  are  justly  entitled  to  them  and  have  Warrants  or  Certifi- 
cates of  their  Appointments  from  the  Executive  of  their  States, 
and  particularly  the  leaving  the  compensation  for  their  serv- 
ices, in  a  loose  equivocal  state,  without  ascertaining  their  claims 
upon  the  public,  or  making  provision  for  the  future  payment 
of  them. 

While  I  premise,  that  tho'  no  one  that  I  have  seen  or  heard 
of,  appears  opposed  to  the  principle  of  reducing  the  Army  as 
circumstances  may  require;  Yet  I  cannot  help  fearing  the 
Result  of  the  measure  in  contemplation,  under  present  circum- 
stances when  I  see  such  a  Number  of  Men  goaded  by  a  thou- 
sand stings  of  reflexion  on  the  past,  and  of  anticipation  on  the 
future,  about  to  be  turned  into  the  World,  soured  by  penury  and 
what  they  call  the  ingratitude  of  the  Public,  involved  in  debts, 
without  one  farthing  of  Money  to  carry  them  home,  after  hav- 
ing spent  the  flower  of  their  days  [and  many  of  them  their 
patrimonies]  in  establishing  the  freedom  and  Independence 
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of  their  Country,  and  suffered  every  thing  human  Nature  is 
capable  of  enduring  on  this  side  of  death;  I  repeat  it,  these 
irritable  circumstances,  without  one  thing  to  sooth  their  feel- 
ings, or  frighten  the  gloomy  prospects,  I  cannot  avoid  appre- 
hending that  a  train  of  Evils  will  follow,  of  a  very  serious  and 
distressing  Nature.  On  the  other  hand  could  the  Officers  be 
placed  in  as  good  a  situation  as  when  they  came  into  service, 
the  contention,  I  am  persuaded,  would  be  not  who  should  con- 
tinue in  the  field,  but  who  should  retire  to  private  life. 

I  wish  not  to  heighten  the  shades  of  the  picture,  so  far  as  the 
real  life  would  justify  me  in  doing,  or  I  would  give  Anecdotes 
of  patriotism  and  distress  which  have  scarcely  ever  been  par- 
alleled, never  surpassed  in  the  history  of  Mankind;  but  you 
may  rely  upon  it,  the  patience  and  long  sufferance  of  this  Army 
are  almost  exhausted,  and  that  there  never  was  so  great  a  spirit 
of  Discontent  as  at  this  instant:  While  in  the  field,  I  think  it 
may  be  kept  from  breaking  out  into  Acts  of  Outrage,  but  when 
we  retire  into  Winter  Quarters  (unless  the  Storm  is  previously 
dissipated)  I  cannot  be  at  ease,  respecting  the  consequences.  It 
is  high  time  for  a  Peace. 

To  you,  my  dear  Sir,  I  need  not  be  more  particular  in  de- 
scribing my  Anxiety  and  the  grounds  of  it.  You  are  too  well 
acquainted,  from  your  own  service,  with  the  real  sufferings  of 
the  Army  to  require  a  longer  detail;  I  will  therefore  only  add 
that  exclusive  of  the  common  hardships  of  a  Military  life,  Our 
Troops  have  been,  and  still  are  obliged  to  perform  more  serv- 
ices, foreign  to  their  proper  duty,  without  gratuity  or  reward, 
than  the  Soldiers  of  any  other  Army ;  for  example,  the  immense 
labours  expended  [in  doing  the  duties  of  Artificers]  in  erecting 
Fortifications  and  Military  Works;  die  fatigue  of  building 
themselves  Barracks  or  Huts  annually;  And  of  cutting  and 
transporting  Wood  for  the  use  of  all  our  Posts  and  Garrisons, 
without  any  expence  whatever  to  the  Public. 
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Of  this  Letter,  (which  from  the  tenor  of  it  must  be  consid- 
ered in  some  degree  of  a  private  nature)  you  may  make  such 
use  as  you  shall  think  proper.  Since  the  principal  objects  of  it 
were,  by  displaying  the  Merits,  the  hardships,  the  disposition 
and  critical  state  of  the  Army,  to  give  information  that  might 
eventually  be  useful,  and  to  convince  you  with  what  entire 
confidence  and  esteem.38  I  am  etc.39 

To  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Head  Quarters,  October  2, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  21st  ulto.  covering  a 
Letter  to  the  president  of  Congress,  which  was  sealed  and  sent 
on  by  an  early  opportunity. 

^Secretary  Lincoln  answered  this  (October  14)  in  a  private  letter,  which  is  in  part 
as  follows: 

"You  mention  as  a  ground  of  complaint  that  the  compensation  to  the  Army  for 
their  services  is  left  in  a  loose,  equivocal  state  etc.  Of  this  I  am  fully  convinced  and 
from  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  temper  of  Congress  I  have  little  expectation  that  the 
matter  of  half  pay,  to  which  I  suppose  you  allude,  will  be  in  a  better  situation  than  it 
now  is  until  it  shall  be  recommended  by  Congress  to  the  several  States  to  provide  for 
their  own  Officers  which  I  am  apprehensive  will  not  be  done  unless  Congress  know,  in 
some  way  or  other,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  officers  that  they  would  do  it. 

"You  know  sir  that  no  moneis  can  be  appropriated  but  by  the  voice  of  nine  States 
There  were  not  that  number  in  favor  of  half  pay  when  the  vote  to  grant  it  passed  in 
Congress  which  was  a  vote  before  the  confederation  was  signed  and  practiced  upon  but 
is  not  now.  I  see  little  probability  that  a  sum  equal  to  the  half  pay  will  be  appropriated 
to  that  purpose  and  apportioned  on  the  several  States.  Massachusetts  is  one  of  diose 
States  who  have  always  been  opposed  to  the  measure  indeed  there  is  but  one  State  east 
of  this  which  agreed  to  it  in  the  first  place  there  is  too  great  a  part  of  the  Union  op- 
posed to  the  half  pay  to  think  of  carrying  it  through,  the  States  in  the  oposition  cannot 
be  coerced.  They  say  they  are  willing  to  make  a  handsome  compensation  by  compro- 
mise; that  they  will  give  a  sum  which  shall  be  just  and  honorable  from  this  it  will  be 
difficult  if  not  impossible  to  persuade  them  to  depart.  I  am  my  self  fully  in  opinion 
that  it  will  be  much  the  best  for  the  army  to  be  referred  to  their  several  States  and  that 
their  expectations  will  end  in  Chagrin  and  disappointment  if  they  look  for  half  pay 
from  Congress.  Let  us  for  a  moment  reflect  how  Congress  will  avail  themselves  of 
money  to  discharge  this  debt  they  cannot  appropriate  any  part  of  the  sum,  to  this  use, 
which  shall  be  annually  apportioned  on  the  several  States,  for  the  reasons  I  mentioned 
before  there  are  not  nine  States  in  favor  of  it.  Should  it  be  said  that  it  may  be  paid  out  of 
the  revenue  of  some  general  tax  it  will  not  remove  the  objection  the  money  arising  from 
these  general  taxes  must  be  appropriated  also  if  such  taxes  were  passed  no  one  of  those 
proposed  has  yet  passed  and  I  see  little  probability  that  any  of  them  will  soon  if  ever." 

39The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  portions  in  brackets  are  in 
the  writing  of  Washington. 
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I  am  quite  in  Sentiment  with  you,  respecting  the  Expediency 
of  an  Accommodation  with  the  Indians;  and  that  this  is  per- 
haps a  most  opportune  time  for  the  purpose,  and  sincerely  wish 
it  may  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  find  the  Means  of  do- 
ing it;  the  Inclination  I  have  reason  to  think  will  not  be  want- 
ing.40 lam41 


To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  October  2, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Though  it  is  not  my  wish  or  design  to  wound  you 
with  fruitless  complaints,  of  which  I  know  you  are  not  the 
cause,  and  for  the  consequences  of  which  you  cannot  be  respon- 
sible, yet  I  have  judged  it  expedient  you  should  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  actual  temper  and  disposition  of  the  Army; 
a  sketch  of  which  is  given  without  diminution  or  exageration 
(to  the  best  of  my  knowledge)  in  the  enclosed  Copy  of  a  Letter 
to  the  Secry  at  War.  I  confess  it  seems  to  me  not  only  an  act  of 
policy  but  of  justice,  instead  of  irritating  the  Minds  of  our  Offi- 
cers and  Men,  to  soothe  and  accommodate  them  in  all  their 
reasonable  wishes  and  expectations  so  far  as  the  circumstances 
will  admit.  I  am  sensible  you  coincide  entirely  in  the  same 
sentiment. 

In  the  Store  Ship,  which  has  lately  arrived  from  Amsterdam, 
I  am  informed  (tho  not  thro'  a  proper  channel)  there  was  a 
considerable  quantity  of  Linnen  and  Hose  for  Officers.  These 
or  any  other  Articles  proper  for  them,  I  should  think  it  would 
be  expedient  to  have  forwarded  and  delivered  upon  account  of 
their  pay.  I  have  written  by  this  conveyance  to  the  Clothier 
Genl  on  the  subject;  and  pressed  him  to  use  his  utmost  exer- 

<0On  October  12  Congress  resolved  that  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  for  the 
Northern  Department  be  instructed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  change  reported  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  temper  of  the  northern  Indians. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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tions  to  send  on  the  Cloathing,  particularly  the  Soldiers  shirts; 
respecting  which,  I  had  previously  given  him  my  sentiments; 
that  Letter,  he  has  probably  communicated  to  you,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  the  Means  of  transportation,  &c.42  I  have  the 
honor,  etc.43 

To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  October  2, 1782. 

Sir:  Your  Excellency  will  have  been  informed  by  your  Com- 
missioners, of  the  causes  which  obstructed  their  proceeding 
upon  business  at  the  late  meeting  at  Tappan. 

The  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  laid 
before  those  appointed  by  your  Excellency  and  Admiral  Digby 
a  remonstrance  on  the  subject  of  the  immense  expence  arising 
from  the  support  of  so  great  a  number  of  British  Prisoners  as 
we  now  have  in  our  possession,  without  any  present  compensa- 
tion or  proper  security  for  the  payment  hereafter.  This  remon- 

^Morris  answered  (October  15):  "There  is  no  man  in  America  more  heartily  dis- 
posed than  I  am  to  remove  from  the  Army  and  from  all  others  who  have  Claims  on 
the  Public  every  just  Ground  of  Complaint.  But  with  the  Means  in  my  Power,  how  is 
it  possible?  I  have  been  obliged  to  submit  to  Cancelling  one  Contract  and  forming 
another  at  one  third  Advance  on  the  former  Price,  for  the  want  of  a  meer  Trifle  com- 
pared with  what  we  had  a  Right  to  expect.  I  am  in  Advance  on  Credit  to  an  Amount 
which  you  can  scarcely  form  an  Idea  of  altho  I  have  declined  every  Expenditure  not 
indispensible.  That  Part  of  the  late  arrival  of  Cloathing  which  is  unfit  for  Soldiers  Use 
is  now  Selling  to  pay  off  Debts  contracted  by  the  Cloathing  Department  during  my 
Administration.  Among  these  Debts  are  twelve  thousand  Dollars  for  needle  Work 
done  by  People  in  extreme  Indigence.  The  Cloathing  which  arrived  fit  for  Officers 
wear  was  inadequate  to  the  Purpose  of  Cloathing  them  all.  The  Division  must  have 
created  Confusion  and  raised  Disputes.  If  this  had  not  been  the  Case  still  it  would 
have  been  liable  to  the  Inconveniences  attending  partial  Payments,  and  we  should  have 
been  justly  Reproached  for  having  broken  repeated  Promises  that  no  such  Payments 
should  take  Place.  Congress  have  done  all  in  their  Power  to  procure  Money  for 
the  Army.  My  own  Efforts  I  shall  not  dwell  upon.  If  money  is  obtained  that  will  pro- 
duce Satisfaction.  I  am  sure  that  nodiing  else  will.  My  Credit  has  already  been  on  the 
Brink  of  Ruin.  If  that  goes,  all  is  gone,  but  if  it  can  be  preserved  there  will  in  the  last 
Necessity  be  some  Chance  of  making  advances  on  Credit  to  the  Army  as  well  as  to 
others.  Thus  Sir  you  will  see  that  I  look  forward  as  far  as  my  distressed  Situation  will 
admit;  but  after  all  if  the  States  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  make  greater  Exertions  it  is 
difficult  to  foresee  where  the  Thing  is  to  terminate."  Morris's  letter  is  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers. 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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strance  your  Commissioners  did  not  think  themselves  at  liberty 
to  accept,  I  am  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  furnishing 
your  Excellency  with  a  Copy  of  it44  and  of  assuring  you  agree- 
able to  my  instructions  from  the  Honble.  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  "that  if  this  like  former  representations  should 
produce  no  effect  it  will  be  high  time  to  take  measures  how- 
ever disagreeable  for  diminishing  a  Burthen  which  is  become 
intolerable."  I  have  the  honor  etc.45 

To  MRS.  RICHARD  BENNETT  LLOYD 

Verplanks  Point,  October  2, 1782. 

Madam:  The  card  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  will,  I 
trust,  give  you  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  letters  I  forwarded 
to  New  York.  I  shall  be  happy  if  the  packet  which  I  now 
send  to  Mr.  Lloyd,  is  productive  of  others  from  your  friends 
in  England. 

If  these  conjectures  should  correspond  with  my  wishes,  I  shall 
felicitate  myself  on  the  auspicious  beginning  of  my  Agency; 
and  shall  hope  from  that  cause,  (I  have  no  other  to  rest  it 
upon)  that  I  may  be  honored  with  a  continuance  of  your 
correspondence. 

As  I  do  not  pretend  to  more  disinterestedness  than  others,  of 
your  Admirers,  I  shall  frankly  declare  to  you,  that  this  was  a 
contemplated  pleasure,  when  I  proffered  my  services  to  you. 
No  good  proof,  you  will  say,  of  generous,  or  ingenuous  mind; 
but  a  very  strong  one  it  would  seem,  of  what  it  would  be  a  folly 

41  The  report  of  the  Exchange  Commissioners  at  Tappan.  Not  now  found  in  the 
Washington  Papers  or  the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress.  Copies  of  sundry  docu- 
ments on  which  this  report  was  based  are,  however,  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  no.  149,  vol.  2,  fols.  7-47. 

4jThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

On  October  3  Washington  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Carlcton,  the  Secretary  at 
War,  in  a  brief  note,  requesting  that  it  "  be  laid  before  Congress."  Carlcton  answered 
(October  25),  and  Washington  forwarded  a  copy  of  die  answer  to  Congress  in  a  brief 
note  dated  Nov.  1,  1782.  These  drafts  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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to  deny;  that  selfish  considerations  are  not  without  their  influ- 
ence on  all  our  actions;  and  in  spite  of  the  boasted  philanthropy 
of  mankind,  is  found  to  be  the  governing  spring  of  them. 

As  I  am  not  exempt  from  this  foible  of  humanity,  the  hon- 
estest  part  I  can  act  is,  to  make  an  ample  confession  of  it,  at  the 
same  time  that  I  assure  you  of  the  high  respect  and  admiration 
of  Madam,  Yours  etc.46 

To  RICHARD  BENNETT  LLOYD 

Verplanks  Point,  October  2, 1782. 

Sir:  The  packet  herewith  enclosed  came  by  the  last  Flag 
from  New  York;  and  this,  first  post  since,  conveys  it  to  you.  I 
hope  it  contains  Letters  from  England,  and  will  give  Mrs. 
Lloyd  a  pleasing  account  of  her  friends  in  that  quarter. 

I  do  not  know  under  what  description  of  character  Mr. 
White  falls;  but  if  he  is  of  a  class  to  render  his  departure  from 
New  York  necessary,  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  Mrs.  Lloyd  to 
pass  her  letters  through  some  other  channel  than  this,  to  pre- 
vent a  circuitous  rout  and  the  delay  and  accidents  consequent 
of  such  a  removal.  I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  this  hint,  from 
information  (which  I  believe  may  be  depended  upon)  that  the 
Refugees  and  Loyalists  are  preparing  to  leave  New  York. 
Should  he  be  of  this  number  her  letters  under  cover  to  him, 
will  run  a  hazard  of  being  lost.  Mr.  B.  Watson,47  or  Major 
Murray48  to  whom  you  have  already  written  on  the  subject  will 
probably  remain  there  while  the  enemy  hold  a  footing  in  the 
city.  I  have  the  honor,  etc.49 

46 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

47  Brook  Watson,  later  lord  mayor  of  London. 

**Maj.  Daniel  Murray,  of  the  King's  American  Dragoons,  British  Provincial  Troops. 

49 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  October  2  Humphreys  wrote  to  Capt.  John  Pray:  "You  may  be  assured,  nothing 
can  be  more  acceptable  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  than  your  continuing  to  obtain 
and  forward  the  earliest  and  best  Intelligence.  The  sailing  or  arrival  of  Fleets  is  an 
object  of  the  first  consequence."  Humphreys's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


For  duty  tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Thursday,  October  3,  1782. 
Parole  New  York.    Countersigns  Albany,  Newburgh. 
Colonel  Van  Scaick 
Lt.  Colonel  Van  Dyck 
Brigade  Major  Smith 
Brigade  Quartermaster  Tuckerman 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Connecticut  and  6th.  Massa.  regi- 
ments. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  October  3, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  Day  received  your  favor  of  the  27th. 
ulto.  Before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have  received  my  Letter, 
covering  one  to  Major  General  Greene,  which  was  left  open 
for  your  observation.  In  my  Letter  to  Genl  Greene,  reference 
being  made  to  his  own  Disposition  of  the  Troops,  without  men- 
tiong  the  particular  Corps  he  intended  to  put  in  motion  to  the 
Northward,  I  will  only  observe  to  you,  that  the  Troops  he 
meant  to  put  in  motion,  were  those  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware 
and  Maryland,  which  accords  fully  to  your  Idea;  this  disposi- 
tion was  approved  by  me. 

I  approve  fully  your  Suggestion  respectg  the  Troops  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  guard  the  Prisoners  of  War,  and  Hazens  to  be  re- 
lieved, and  wish  you  to  give  the  Orders  accordingly,  and  that 
Hazens  Regiment  be  ordered  to  join  my  Army  as  soon  as 
possible. 

It  has  been  mentioned  to  me  that  great  Irregularity  prevails 
in  giving  passports  for  Officers  going  into  N  York,  with  their 
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Servants  &c;  several  Instances  have  happened  in  which,  Offi- 
cers under  Genl  Hazen's  passports,  have  been  admitted  to  go 
in  with  unlimited  Number  of  Servants,  by  which  Means  some 
have  carried  in  four,  some  three  Soldiers,  Servants;  this  Cir- 
cumstance wants  remedy.  I  wish  therefore  that  all  passports 
under  Genl  Hazens  Authority  may  be  stopped  immediately 
and  that  in  future,  the  Number  of  Servants  to  pass,  may  be 
particularly  specified,  and  that  proper  Accounts  may  be  kept 
of  all  persons  who  are  suffered  to  pass. 

I  am  under  Necessity  to  cover  one  more  Letter  to  you  ad- 
dressed to  Genl  St  Clair,50  and  beg  it  may  be  sent  to  him  by  a 
special  Messenger.  I  have  no  knowledge  yet  of  his  receiving 
either  of  two  Letters  which  I  have  lately  sent  to  him.  I  am  &c.B1 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  October  3, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  three  of  your  letters 
bearing  date  the  19th.  and  one  the  25th.  of  Septembr.  Inclosed 
you  have  Colo.  Varicks  rect.  for  800  dollars. 

General  Cornell  is  at  present  at  Fishkill  at  a  meeting  with  the 
contractors.  You  may  be  assured  he  shall  have  all  my  counte- 
nance and  assistance  in  the  execution  of  his  business.  I  hope  he 
will  be  able  to  make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  address  a  circular 
Letter  to  the  States. 

The  Commissioners  did  but  meet  and  break  up.  The  dissim- 
ilarity of  their  powers  was  a  bar  to  business.  I  have,  agreeable 
to  the  instructions  of  Congress,  informed  Sir  Guy  Carleton 

roThe  letter  which  was  inclosed,  and  dated  October  3,  briefly  requested  General  St. 
Clair  to  "proceed  to  and  assume  the  Command  assigned  to  you  in  my  Army."  This 
draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

01  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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that  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  go  on  with  the  subsistence  of 
prisoners  without  an  immediate  compensation,  or  a  proper 
security  for  the  payment  of  what  we  advance. 

The  Commissioners  have  returned  me  Eight  and  one  quarter 
dbb  loons,  five  Moydores,  four  half  Johannes,  twenty  one  Eng. 
Guineas  and  five  French  Guineas,  which  I  shall  apply  to  the 
use  of  my  Family  and  account  for.  The  remainder  of  what  was 
delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Mullins  was  expended  by  the  Com- 
missioners and  is  to  be  charged  to  that  account.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.52 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Friday,  October  4,  1782. 
Parole  Marseilles.    Countersigns  Toulon,  Narbonne. 
Colonel  Greaton 
Major  Fish 

Brigade  Major  Williams 
Brigade  Qr.  Master  Appleton 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  4th.  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Isld. 
regiment. 

The  2d.  New  york  regiment  will  releive  the  men  of  the  1st. 
on  duty  at  Stoney  point  and  Kakiat  tomorrow: 

The  1st.  New  York  regiment  will  releive  the  7th.  Massachu- 
setts, on  fatigue  at  West  Point  the  next  day. 

One  trusty  able  bodied  man  who  is  a  good  oarsman,  from 
each  of  the  Massachusetts  brigades,  is  to  be  immediately  sent 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

On  October  3  Trumbull  wrote  to  Maj.  Robert  Oliver,  that  Washington  "consents 
that  Doctr  Shields,  Mr  Garden,  and  Mrs.  Beck  go  into  N  York  with  their  Servants;  but 
at  same  time  request  you  to  take  a  particular  Acco.  of  each  persons  Servants,  whether 
Soldiers  or  in  menial  Capacity;  and  distinguish  each,  that  an  Acco.  may  be  kept  by 
our  Comry  of  prisoners;  this  Note  you  will  please  to  transmit  to  Head  Quarters." 
Trumbull's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


For  the  day  tomorrow 


For  the  day  tomorrow 
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to  join  Captn.  Prays  command,  to  replace  a  like  number  re- 
turned sick. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Saturday,  October  5, 1782. 
Parole  Burlington.    Countersigns  Brunswick,  Chatham. 
Lt.  Colonel  Barber 
Major  Rice 

Brigade  Major  Cushing 
Brigade  Quartermaster  Morrill 
For  duty  1st.  Jersey  and  1st.  Massachusetts  regiments. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Vose  is  appointed  a  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Cortlandt  is  President,  vice 
Major  Maxwell. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Sunday,  October  6, 1782. 
Parole  Bordeaux.    Countersigns  Rochell,  Rockfort. 
Colonel  Shepard 
Lt.  Colonel  Sproat 
Brigade  Major  Cox 
Brigade  Quarter  Mr.  Bulkley. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Jersey  and  4th.  Massa.  regiments. 
The  regimental  Paymaster  will  apply  to  the  Assistant  Cloth- 
ier General  at  Newburgh  for  their  proportion  of  the  blankets 
now  in  Store. 

A  return  of  the  New  Levies  serving  in  the  several  brigades 
which  compose  this  army  over  and  above  the  number  lately 
drawn  out  for  the  Quartermaster  Generals  service  to  be  made 
to  the  Adjutant  General  by  8  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 


For  the  day  tomorrow 


For  the  day  tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Monday,  October  7, 1782. 
Parole  Lancaster.    Countersigns  York,  Carlile. 
Lieutent.  Col.  C.  Smith53 
Major  Maxwell 
Brigade  Major  Hicks 
Brigade  Qr.  Master  from  the 
2d.  Connecticut  brigade 
For  duty  tomorrow  2  New  York  and  2d.  Massachusetts  regi- 
ments. 

At  the  General  courtmartial  of  which  Colo.  Coutlandt  is 
president,  Lieutenant  Hunt54  of  the  4th.  Massa.  regt.  was  tried 
on  the  following  charges: 

1st.  Neglect  of  duty  in  not  attending  the  parade  on  the 
morning  of  the  21st.  of  September  last  agreable  to  the  Genl 
Orders  of  the  18th.  of  that  month  directing  that  no  officer 
should  be  absent  on  that  occasion. 

2dly.  With  unofficer  and  ungentlemanlike  Conduct  in  pre- 
tending to  be  unfit  for  duty  by  reason  of  Lameness  on  the  21st. 
September  last  when  on  that  day,  and  the  preceeding  day  he 
did  walk  through  the  Encampment  of  the  Army  and  to  Peeks- 
kill  for  his  pleasure. 

The  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  Lt.  Hunt  is 
guilty  of  the  Charges  against  him  in  breach  of  Article  4th. 
Section  13th.  and  Art.  5th.  section  18th.  of  the  rules  and  Arti- 
cles of  war,  but  as  the  Court  think  Lieutenant  Hunt  had  some 
grounds  for  his  pretence  though  not  sufficient  to  excuse  him, 

53 Lieut.  Col.  Calvin  Smith,  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  served  to  June, 

1783-. 
"Lieut.  Ephraim  Hunt.  He  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
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they  sentence  him  only  to  be  repremanded  by  the  Commander 
in  chief  in  Genl.  orders. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence. 

It  appears  to  him  from  the  face  of  die  proceedings  that  Lieu- 
tenant Hunt  was  probably  incapable  of  undergoing  the  fatigue 
of  a  field  day  on  account  of  the  boil  upon  his  Thigh,  and  that 
there  was  an  implied  leave  of  a  absence  from  duty  in  the  man- 
ner of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mellons  expressing  himself.  Mr. 
Hunt  however  ought  after  what  had  passed  between  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Mellon  and  himself  to  have  obtained  a  more  ex- 
plicit answer  in  order  to  have  fully  justified  his  leaving  his 
Command. 

Lieutenant  Hunt  is  released  from  his  arrest. 

The  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  having 
been  pleased  by  their  resolution  of  the  2d.  October  to  appoint 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Edwards55  of  the  9th.  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment to  be  Judge  Advocate  to  the  Army  he  is  to  be  respected 
accordingly. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  October  7, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  two  favors  of  30th 
Sept.  One  from  you  by  post,  inclosing  Copies  of  papers  from 
Genl  Greene,  and  several  Letters  by  Mr  Carter50  who  arrived 
this  Morng. 

I  agree  with  you  perfectly,  that  the  Virginia  recruits,  all  but 
a  sufficient  Guard,  for  the  protection  of  the  Military  Stores, 
should  be  marched  to  Winchester,  where  they  may  easily  be 
supplied,  and  where  their  Services  may  be  rendered  more 

C5He  served  as  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  since  April,  1780,  and  also  served  to 
November,  1783. 

50 Carter,  of  the  firm  of  Wadsworth  &  Carter,  contractors  for  supplying  the 

Army. 
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usefull,  than  at  their  present  rendezvous.  Order  for  this  Move- 
ment will  be  given. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  determine  how  far  partial  Exchanges  of 
prisoners  of  War,  or  whether  any,  shall  be  admitted,  since  a 
general  Cartel  is  not  likely  to  be  effected.  This  point  I  expect 
Congress  will  direct  in,  and  could  wish  to  have  it  soon  decided. 
I  will  only  make  one  Observation,  which  policy  seems  to  me  to 
dictate;  that  is,  that  a  partial  Exchange  will  probably  operate  in 
favor  of  our  Enemies,  who  are  constantly  pressing  to  obtain, 
their  principal  and  most  influencial  Officers,  which  Circum- 
stances, if  gained,  not  only  casts  a  weight  into  the  Scale  against 
us,  but  removes  one  very  great  Motive  which  should  operate 
upon  the  British,  to  bring  them  to  a  Compliance  with  our 
Terms. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you  mention  an  Intention  of  comg  on 
to  Camp,  several  important  Reasons  are  on  my  Mind,  but  of 
such  nature  (particularly  one  of  them)  that  I  do  not  care  to 
risque  them  to  you  in  Writing,  which  strongly  urge  the  Neces- 
sity of  your  presence  with  me  in  the  Army.  I  wish  therefore 
that  you  will  determine  to  come  on  immediately;  the  sooner 
the  better. 

Before  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  respectg  Doctor  Shields 
and  Mrs.  Beck,  their  Impatience  and  the  Doctr's  producing  a 
Certificate  of  his  Exchange,  had  induced  me  to  permit  their 
going  in;  they  have  been  gone  some  Days. 

I  dont  know  what  Reason  we  have  to  wish  the  British  Offi- 
cers to  remain  in  the  Country,  so  long  as  we  have  their  paroles 
and  proper  Accounts  are  kept  of  them,  I  rather  think  them 
better,  for  us,  within  the  Enemy's  Lines,  than  in  our  own 
Country. 

The  case  of  Capt.  Asgill  is  now  before  Congress.  I  can  only 
say,  that  I  would  wish  an  early  decision  respectg  him;  as  well 
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as  upon  the  proceedgs  of  the  British  Court  Martial  upon  the 
Trial  of  Capt  Lippincut;  the  delay  of  Congress  in  the  last  In- 
stance, places  me  not  only  in  a  very  delicate,  but  a  very  awk- 
ward Situation  with  the  expecting  World.  Was  I  to  give  my 
private  Opinion  respectg  Asgill,  I  should  pronounce  in  favor 
of  his  being  released  from  his  Duress  and  that  he  should  be 
permitted  to  go  to  his  Friends  in  Europe.  I  am  &c." 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PETER  MUHLENBERG 

Head  Quarters,  October  7, 1782. 

Sir:  I  duly  reed  your  favor  of  the  12th  ulto.  covering  a  Return 
of  Military  Stores  in  Virginia. 

The  Secretary  at  War  having  informed  me  that  the  Recruits 
of  Virginia  may  not  only  be  subsisted  by  Contract  at  Win- 
chester, but  that  they  may  be  usefully  employed  in  guarding 
the  prisoners  of  War  at  that  place,  you  fill  immediately  on  the 
rect  of  this  remove  all  the  Recruits  from  Cumberland  Old 
Court  House,  except  the  necessary  Guard  for  the  Military 
Stores,  and  make  Winchester  the  place  of  General  Rendezvous 
in  future. 

You  will  obey  the  orders  of  the  secretary  at  War  respecting 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  Prisoners.  I  am  &c.58 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  October  7, 1782. 
Sir:  Applications  are  makg  to  me  from  the  States  individu- 
ally, respectg  the  Exchanges  of  marine  prisoners,  which  are  in 
their  respective  possessions. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
68  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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As  I  consider  myself  to  have  no  Agency  in  this  Matter,  and 
must  expect  to  be  constantly  teized  in  this  Business,  unless  it  is 
put  into  a  more  Systematical  Train  than  at  present.  I  must  beg 
that  you  will  be  so  good,  as  to  relieve  me  in  this  instance,  by 
sendg  on  some  person  from  you,  or  authorizing  some  one  here, 
who  may  under  your  Instructions  have  the  general  Superin- 
tendance  and  direction  of  these  proposed  Exchanges  I  am  &c.59 

ToJOHNMOYLAN 

Head  Quarters,  October  7, 1782. 
Sir:  I  wrote  you  some  days  ago  respecting  the  making  up  and 
forwarding  the  Soldiers  Shirts.  This,  I  must  still  urge  you  will 
use  all  your  exertions  in  effecting;  as  the  Necessities  of  the 
Troops  becomes  every  day  more  and  more  pressing.  Should 
there  be  any  Linnen  or  other  Articles  designed  for  the  use  of 
Officers,  you  will  endeavour  to  have  them  forwarded  without 
delay,  together  with  whatever  Blankets  may  have  arrived  at 
any  Port,  and  the  Articles  I  mentioned  in  my  former  Letter. 
I  am,  etc.60 

To  COLONEL  SAMUEL  BLATCHLEY  WEBB 
(Private) 

Head  Quarters,  October  7, 1782. 
Sir:  I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  a  Compy  of  Light  Infantry, 
being  down  the  River  yesterday  without  proper  Orders,  and 
without  giving  Notice  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Post 
or  Water  Guard,  had  Occasioned  an  Alarm  in  that  Quarter; 
especially  after  the  General  Order  of  Wednesday  last  was 

w'Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr 
""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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issued  in  consequence  of  your  representation  of  the  evils  which 
would  arise  from  such  practices. 

Altho  Captain  Webb61  might  have  left  Camp  before  the 
Order  above  alluded  to  was  made  public,  yet  as  you  were  well 
apprized  of  the  impropriety  of  such  proceeding  (as  appeared 
by  your  representation)  I  cannot  think  the  conduct  by  any 
means  Soldierlike  or  conformable  to  good  discipline.  A  repeti- 
tion of  it  I  am  persuaded  will  not  happen,  as  I  have  given  posi- 
tive Orders  to  Captain  Pray62  to  apprehend  and  send  to  Head 
Qrs  under  Guard,  All  Persons,  who  may  hereafter  be  found 
down  the  River  in  the  same  Predicament.63 

To  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  ASGILL 

Head  Quarters,  October  7, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  27th  of  Septemr. 

The  Circumstances  which  produced,  in  the  first  Instance, 
your  unfortunate  Situation,  having  in  some  Measure  changed 
their  Ground,  the  whole  matter  has  been  laid  before  Congress 
for  their  Directions :  I  am  now  waiting  their  decision. 

I  can  Assure  you  I  shall  be  very  happy  should  Circumstances 
enable  me  to  announce  to  you,  your  Liberation  from  your  dis- 
agreeable Duresse.  I  am  &c.64 

MCapt.  George  Webb,  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  retired  in  January, 

1783. 

G"On  October  7  David  Humphreys  wrote  to  Capt.  John  Pray:  "The  Commander  in 
Chief  was  surprized  to  hear  that  Boats  were  down  the  River  in  the  manner  you  relate 
in  your  Letter  of  yesterday.  In  future  he  directs,  that  you  should  apprehend  any  Peo- 
ple you  find  in  the  same  predicament,  and  send  them  under  guard  to  Head  Quarters." 
Humphreys's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

03 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

On  October  11  Washington  wrote  to  Pray  that  "The  Order  from  Head  Quarters  of 
the  7th.  Inst,  was  not  meant  to  prohibit  you  from  giving  passes  to  Citizens  to  fish,  in 
the  manner  formerly  practiced,  it  related  entirely  to  the  Army."  This  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

04 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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To  DOCTOR  JEAN  FRANgOIS  COSTE05 

Head  Quarters,  October  7, 1782. 
Sir:  Your  humane  attention  to  the  American  Hospitals  which 
were  established  at  Williamsburg  after  the  seige  of  York  has 
been  properly  represented  to  me.  I  beg  you  to  be  assured,  Sir, 
that  I  entertain  a  due  sense  of  your  kindness  upon  that  occasion, 
and  take  this  opportunity  of  testifying  how  much  I  think  my- 
self and  the  public  obliged  to  you.  I  am,  etc.66 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENOIT  JOSEPH  DE  TARLE 

Head  Quarters,  October  7, 1782. 

Sir:  Circumstances  have  rendered  it  essential  that  Messrs. 
Wadsworth  and  Carter  should  take  up  the  Contracts  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  American  Army  with  provision.  They  were  the 
more  readily  induced  to  this,  from  a  conviction  that  their  en- 
gagement with  us  so  far  from  being  detrimental  will  prove 
beneficial  to  those  which  they  are  at  present  under  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  Army  of  France  with  the  same  Articles.  For  they 
having  now  the  sole  direction  of  purchases,  will  have  it  in  their 
power,  in  a  manner,  to  regulate  prices,  and  to  prevent  those  ad- 
vantages which  individuals  will  ever  take,  when  they  find  a 
number  of  persons  bidding  for  the  same  species.  Besides,  these 
Gentlemen  being  bound,  by  their  Contracts  with  us,  to  supply 
at  a  fixed  price,  will  find  it  their  interest  to  keep  down  the  prices 
of  provisions  as  low  as  possible. 

It  being  your  province,  Sir,  to  superintend  and  regulate  the 
purchases  for  the  supply  of  the  Army  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  in  these  States,  Messrs.  Wadsworth  and  Carter  wish 

'"'Physician  General  to  the  French  Army  in  America. 
""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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you  to  be  convinced  that  the  interests  of  His  Majesty  will  not  be 
affected  by  their  engagement  with  us,  and  have  therefore  re- 
quested me  to  give  you  my  opinion  on  the  subject. 

I  think,  from  the  reasons  before  mentioned,  that  the  advan- 
tages arising  from  this  Union  of  purchases  are  manifest,  and  it 
will  make  me  happy  to  find  that  you  agree  with  me  in  senti- 
ment. I  have  the  honor  etc.67 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  October  8, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  Yesterday.  From  the 
ill  success  which  I  have  lately  experienced  in  Attemptg  to  ob- 
tain Alterations  in  some  Arrangements  made  by  Congress  I 
have  very  little  Encouragement  to  hazard  another.  The  best 
Advice  I  can  give  you  therefore,  is  to  wait  the  Arrival  of  the  Sec- 
retary at  War,  who  is  expected  here  in  a  short  Time;  and  make 
your  Application  to  him.  As  he  is  in  fact,  I  believe,  considered 
to  be  Head  of  your  Department,  he  will  be  able  to  give  you  all 
the  Satisfaction,  perhaps,  that  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  from 
any  other  Quarter.  I  am  &c.G8 

To  REVEREND  JOHN  WITHERSPOON69 

Head  Quarters,  October  8  1782. 
Sir:  I  have  been  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  3d  instant.70 
Since  the  settlement  of  a  general  Cartel  is  not  likely  to  be 
effected,  I  do  not  consider  myself  at  Liberty  to  enter  into  the 

67  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

68 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

69 President  of  College  of  New  Jersey;  later  Princeton  University. 

70  Not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


For  the  Day  tomorrow 
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practice  of  partial  Exchanges,  without  the  Direction  of  Con- 
gress, to  whose  Consideration  it  has  been  submitted. 

I  shall  Wait  this  Decision;  should  it  be  in  favor  of  partial  Ex- 
change, I  know  nothing  at  present,  but  that  Capt.  Graham 
may  as  well  be  indulged  as  another.  I  am  &c.71 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Tuesday,  October  8, 1782. 
Parole  Providence.    Countersigns  Alps,  Bruges. 
Lieutt.  Colonel  Mellen 
Major  Woodbridge 
Brigade  Major  Walker 
Quarter  Master  Williams 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st.  Connecticut  and  8th.  Massa.  regi- 
ments. 

At  the  General  courtmartial  whereof  Colonel  Cortlandt  is 
President,  Captain  Staunton72  of  the  2d.  regiment  of  Light 
Dragoons  charged  with  Cowardice  on  the  morning  of  the  3d. 
of  July  178 1  near  Williams's  bridge  in  West  Chester  County  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  in  shamefully  refusing  a  command  of 
honor  and  supposed  danger  when  ordered  by  Colonel  Sheldon, 
and  suffering  a  Subaltern  officer  to  take  it  and  requesting  leave 
to  retire  in  the  rear  of  the  regiment  at  a  time  it  momently 
expected  Action:  was  tried. 

The  court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  the  charge 
against  Captn.  Stanton  is  not  supported  and  is  groundless,  and 
they  doe  acquit  Captn.  Stanton. 
The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

,2Capt.  William  Stanton  (Staunton),  of  the  Second  Continental  Dragoons.  He 
served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
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Captn.  Stanton  is  released  from  his  arrest. 

As  the  Weather  has  become  so  cool  that  the  Shades  in  front 
of  the  tents  can  be  of  no  further  utility  they  are  to  be  taken 
down — the  Leaves  and  rubbish  must  be  removed  and  the  wood 
may  be  made  use  of  for  fuel.  This  is  not  meant  to  extend  to 
detached  bowers  which  do  not  join  the  tents  and  which  will 
not  endanger  them  from  fire. 

The  Paymaster  of  those  regiments  which  have  recruits  for 
three  years  or  the  war  yet  uncloathed  are  immediately  to  apply 
to  the  Deputy  Clothier  for  cloth  and  materials.  If  they  can  be 
obtained  the  Commanding  officers  of  the  regimts.  are  desired 
to  direct  their  Taylors  to  make  up  the  Cloathing. 

The  Inspection  for  the  Month  of  September  will  take  place 
on  the  following  days  Vizt.  Jersey  and  ist.  Massa.  brigades 
the  nth.  Instant;  ist.  Connecticut  and  2d.  do.  do.  13th;  2d.  do. 
and  3  do.  do  15th;  York  brigade  and  Command,  in  chiefs 
Guards,  16th. 

In  addition  to  the  Levies  already  in  the  Qr.  Mr.  Generals 
service  the  New  York  brigade  will  furnish  four,  the  first  Con- 
necticut forty  four  and  the  second  Connecticut  brigade  Sixty 
eight;  to  be  commanded  by  two  Captains,  two  Subalterns  four 
Serjeants  and  four  Corporals  taken  from  the  Line  and  em- 
ployed as  the  Quarter  Master  General  shall  direct :  they  are  to 
receive  a  proportion  of  Tents  from,  but  excluded  in  the  provi- 
sion returns  of  their  regiments. 

The  Brigades  detailed  for  officers  and  noncommissioned  of- 
ficers to  command  this  and  the  former  draughts  of  Levies,  may 
releive  them  at  their  pleasure. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Sherman  is  appointed  officer  of  the  day 
tomorrow,  vice  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mellen. 


For  the  day  tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Wednesday,  October  9, 1782. 
Parole  Bethlehem.    Countersigns  Easton,  Darby. 
Colonel  Ogden 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Olney 
Brigade  Major  Converse 
Quarter  Master  Ripley 
For  duty  tomorrow  5th.  Connecticut  and  5th.  Massa.  regi- 
ments. 

The  honorable  the  superintendant  of  Finance  having  by  the 
following  Commission,73  appointed  Ezekiel  Cornell  Esqur.  In- 
spector for  the  Main  army  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 
He  is  to  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  desires  that  Chimneys  may  not  be 
built  to  the  tents  in  the  Line  untill  his  further  direction  shall 
be  made  known. 

To  LORD  STIRLING 

Head  Quarters,  October  9, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  favored  with  your  Lordships  Letter  of  the 
6th.  inclosing  Copy  of  General  Sullivans  to  you. 

I  have  never  tho't  it  well  to  despise  Information  of  an  En- 
emy's Designs;  but  I  must  freely  confess  to  your  Lordship  that 
I  have  no  great  Apprehensions  of  Danger  from  the  Quarter  of 
Canada.  The  Advanced  Season  of  the  Year  alone,  were  no 
other  obstacles  in  their  Way,  I  should  judge  sufficient  to  deter 
the  Attempt  mentioned.  But  in  fact,  I  have  very  different 
Ideas  of  the  Intentions  of  the  Enemy,  from  their  appearance  in 
the  upper  Country,  than  what  Genl.  Sullivan  suggests;  their 

73The  text  of  this  commission,  which  is  dated  Sept.  19,  1782,  is  quoted  at  large  in 
this  General  Order,  but  is  omitted  here. 
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designs  I  fancy,  are  more  for  their  own  security  and  establish- 
ment in  that  part  of  the  Country  and  their  upper  Posts  than 
calculated  for  any  offensive  Operations  against  these  States. 
But,  Let  whichever  be  the  real  Design,  it  is  best  for  us  to  keep 
a  watchful  Eye  upon  their  movements.  With  Regards  etc.74 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  October  9, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
yesterday;  similar  intelligence  to  that  contained  in  it  had  been 
transmitted  to  me  by  General  Bayley  himself.  Altho'  I  make 
it  a  rule  never  to  despise  any  information,  yet,  I  think  with  you ; 
that  no  more  is  necessary  at  present  than  to  order  the  force  to 
the  Northward,  both  regular  and  Militia  to  be  prepared.  The 
advanced  season  is,  in  my  opinion,  alone,  an  obstacle  to  such  an 
expedition  as  General  Bayley  mentions;  besides,  can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Commr.  in  Chief  in  Canada  would  commit  his 
whole  Force  to  a  Route  which  had  already  proved  fatal  to  a 
much  superior  Army,  and  at  a  time  when  Sir  William  Howe 
was  able  to  make  so  powerful  a  diversion  in  Pennsylvania.  I 
have  the  honor  etc. 

I  return  your  Excelly  the  inclosures  contained  in  yours.75 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  October  9, 1782. 

Sir:  Lt.  Colbreath76  quarter  Master  to  the  2nd  New  York 

Regiment  informs  me  that  a  suit  is  carrying  on  against  him  for 

a  Trespass  in  taking  some  cattle  which  he  impressed  under 

your  Excellency's  Warrant  in  consequence  of  which  I  am  under 

74The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
70  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

16  Lieut.  William  Colbreath,  of  the  Second  New  York  Regiment.  He  served  to  June, 
1783. 
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the  necessity  of  granting  leave  to  Lt.  Colo.  Cochran77  and  sev- 
eral other  persons  to  go  from  the  Army  to  Albany  as  evidences 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Colbreath. 

I  need  not  observe  to  your  Excellency  how  exceedingly  in- 
jurious such  vexatious  suits,  as  this  appears  to  be,  are  to  the 
public  Service,  and  how  peculiarly  hard  it  is  on  the  officer  to  be 
put  to  so  much  trouble  and  expence  for  doing  what  indeed  he 
is  obliged  to  do.  Your  Excellency  will  I  am  persuaded  do 
every  thing  that  lays  in  your  power  to  assist  and  relieve  Mr. 
Colbreath  in  this  affair.  I  have  the  honor,  etc.78 

To  THE  OFFICER  COMMANDING  AT  DOBBS  FERRY 

Head  Quarters,  October  10, 1782. 

Sir :  You  will  be  pleased  to  grant  a  Flag  to  Mr.  Prentino  Aide 
de  Camp  to  Genl.  Viominil  to  pass  with  his  Servant  to  the 
Enemy's  Lines,  you  will  also  be  so  good  as  to  call  on  Capt  Pray 
to  furnish  a  convenient  Boat  for  the  purpose,  and  give  any 
other  assistance  to  the  bearer  diat  may  be  in  your  power.  I 
have  the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  If  Mr.  Prentino  should  have  occasion  to  send  a  Letter 
before  he  goes  himself,  it  is  wished  you  would  expedite  it  as 
much  as  possible.79 

To  DEPUTY  GOVERNOR  JABEZ  BOWEN 

Head  Quarters,  October  10, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  16th.  ulto. 
In  consequence  of  reports  which  I  reed,  from  New  York,  that 
the  enemy  mean  an  attack  upon  the  French  ships  either  in 

"Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Cochran,  of  the  Second  New  York  Regiment. 

'"From  a  copy  of  the  original  kindly  furnished  by  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Ives,  of  Pretoria, 
South  Africa.  The  draft,  dated  Oct.  10,  1782,  and  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker, 
differs  from  the  above  text  in  minor  verbal  variations  only  and  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Boston  or  Portsmouth  Harbor,  T  advised  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil  to  keep  upon  his  Guard,  and  have  requested  the  Govs, 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  to  hold  their  Militia  in 
readiness,  should  there  be  occasion  for  them.  I  cannot  think 
your  posts  in  any  danger  for  the  following  Reasons :  There  is  no 
object  in  them,  and  as  the  enemy  could  only  effect  their  designs 
further  Eastward  by  a  Coup  de  Main,  they  would  never,  I  think, 
give  the  Alarm  by  commencing  an  attack  upon  you.  The  Cau- 
tion you  have  taken  of  holding  your  Militia  in  readiness,  is, 
however  a  proper  measure  in  my  opinion.  I  have  the  honor 


etc.80 
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Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 

Thursday,  October  10, 1782. 

Parole  Alsace.    Countersigns  Montpellier,  Breston. 

Colonel  Swift 

„      .     .  Major  Troop81 

tor  the  day  tomorrow  _,  .      .  . .  .     ~    .  , 
Brigade  Major  Smith 

Quarter  Master  Tuckerman 

For  duty  tomorrow  3d.  Connecticut  and  3d.  Massa.  Brigades. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  October  11, 1782. 

Parole  Bethlehem.    Countersigns  Easton,  Darby. 
Major  General  Gates 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Newhall 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Gibbs 

Brigade  Major  Williams 
Quarter  Master  Appleton 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

'Maj.  Benjamin  Throop,  of  the  Fifth  Connecticut  Regiment. 
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For  duty  tomorrow  2d.  Connecticut  and  9th.  Massa.  regi- 
ments. 

At  a  General  courtmartial  held  at  Philadelphia  Barracks,  Au- 
gust 15th.  1782  by  order  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  at  War 
whereof  Major  McPherson  was  President. 

William  Taylor  soldier  in  the  Pennsylvania  Line  charged 
with  Desertion  and  forgery  was  Tried. 

The  court  after  maturely  considering  the  nature  of  the  Crime, 
the  evidence  and  prisoners  defence  do  find  him  guilty  of  the 
first  part  of  the  charge  in  breach  of  Article  1st.  Section  6th.  of  the 
Articles  of  war  and  do  sentence  him  to  suffer  Death,  more  than 
two  thirds  of  the  court  agreeing  thereto,  and  acquit  him  of  the 
latter  part  of  the  charge,  no  evidence  appearing  to  support  it. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the  court.82 

At  a  General  courtmartial  held  at  Verplanks  point,  October 
2d.  1782  of  which  Colonel  Cortlandt  is  President  John  McCoy 
Soldier  of  the  2d.  Connecticut  regiment  charged  with  Desertion 
was  tried  and  found  guilty  in  breach  of  Article  1st.  Section  6th. 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  sentenced  to  receive  one 
hundred  Lashes  on  his  naked  back. 

At  the  same  court  Wilhelmus  Keator  of  the  first  New  York 
regiment  charged  with  Desertion  was  found  guilty  as  above 
and  sentenced  to  receive  fifty  Lashes  on  his  naked  back  and 
twenty  five  Lashes  each  morning  after  till  he  shall  have  re- 
ceived in  the  whole  one  hundred  Lashes. 

John  Condrick,  charged  before  the  same  Court  with  Desert- 
ing from  the  2d.  Connecticut  regiment  and  Inlisting  in  the  1st. 
Jersey  regiment,  was  found  guilty  as  before  mentioned  and 
sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  on  his  naked  back. 


82On  October  12  Tench  Tilghman  wrote  to  Col.  Richard  Humpton:  "Inclosed  you 
have  the  approbation  of  the  sentence  against  Taylor,  which  His  Excellency  does  not 
however  intend  shall  be  carried  into  execution;  but  whenever  you  think  proper  you 
are  to  deliver  him  over  to  any  Continental  or  public  Vessel  of  War."  The  draft  of 
Tilghman's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papas. 
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Micheal  Cassady,  soldier  of  the  ist.  Massachusts.  regiment, 
charged  with  Desertion  was  found  Guilty  in  breach  as  afore- 
said and  sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  Lashes  on  his  naked 
back. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  foregoing  Sentences 
and  desires  they  may  be  carried  into  execution  at  such  times  as 
the  Commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  the  Prisoners  belong 
to  shall  direct,  except  the  sentence  against  John  Condrick  of  the 
2d.  Connecticut  regiment  who  the  General  by  particular  inter- 
cession is  pleased  to  pardon;  he  is  to  be  released  from  confine- 
ment and  Join  his  regiment. 

The  Board  appointed  the  9th  ultimo  to  examine  the  preten- 
tions of  the  Candidates  for  the  Badge  of  Merit  are  requested  to 
meet  tomorrow  morning  10  o'clock  at  the  Inspector  Generals 
Marque. 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  WILLIAM  BUTLER 

Head  Quarters,  October  12, 1782. 
Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  19th.  of  August  never  reached  my  hands 
untill  yesterday.  Col.  Richard  Butler's  remaining  at  Carlisle 
was  owing  to  the  peculiarity  of  our  circumstances,  and  not  to 
any  design  of  superseding  you.  It  was  imagined  when  he  went 
from  Philada,  early  in  the  Spring,  that  a  detachment  of  the  Re- 
cruits might  soon  have  been  got  in  readiness  to  march  to  the 
southward  under  his  command,  but  that  not  having  been  the 
case,  and  accounts  from  the  southward  having,  for  a  long  time 
past,  intimated  a  determination  in  the  enemy  to  evacuate  that 
Quarter,  the  sending  down  reinforcements  was  in  consequence 
suspended.  Hence  Colo.  R.  Butlers  stay  at  Carlisle  became 
a  matter  of  expediency  and  while  he  was  there,  he  could 
not  be  commanded  by  a  junior  Officer.  Of  this  you  may  rest 
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satisfied,  that  no  part  of  your  conduct  has  ever  merited  my 
disapprobation. 

The  Recruits  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  having  been  ordered 
upon  duty,  as  a  Guard  to  the  Prisoners  in  the  State,  I  shall  con- 
sult the  secretary  at  War,  whom  I  expect  to  see  in  a  few  days, 
upon  the  necessity  of  making  Carlisle,  under  present  circum- 
stances, any  longer  the  place  of  general  Rendezvous.83 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Saturday,  October  12, 1782. 
Parole  Lyons.    Countersigns  Mardyke,  Boulogne. 
Major  General  Heath 
Lt.  Colonel  Grosvenor 
For  the  day  tomorrowj  Major  Darby 

Brigade  Major  Gushing 
Quarter  Master  Merrell 
For  duty  tomorrow  4th.  Connecticut  and  6th.  Massa. 
Regiments. 

Major  Porter  of  the  6th.  Massachusetts  regiment  charged,  first, 
"With  going  beyond  Sea  without  first  obtaining  proper  author- 
ity for  so  doing. 

2dly.  With  Disobedience  of  the  General  Orders  of  the  16th  of 
January  last  by  absenting  himself  from  his  regiment  beyond 
the  time  limited  by  the  Commander  in  chief  in  the  orders  of 
that  day"  was  tried  by  the  General  Court  martial  of  which 
Colonel  Cortlandt  is  president  and  found  guilty  in  breach  of 
Article  5th.  section  18th  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and 
sentenced  to  be  discharged  the  service. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the  Court. 


8:1  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Sunday,  October  13, 1782. 

MORNING  ORDERS 

The  Fourth  Massachusetts  regiment  will  relieve  the  1st.  New 
York  regiment,  on  fatigue  at  West  Point  this  day. 

Parole  Georgetown.  Countersigns  Port  Tobacco,  Bladens- 
burg. 

Major  General  St.  Clair 
Col.  Z.  Butler 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Wyllys 

Brig.  Major  Cox 
Quarter  Master  Bulkly 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  Rhode  Island  and  1st.  Massa.  Regi- 
ments. 

The  2d.  Massachusetts  regiment  will  relieve  the  men  of  the 
2d.  New  York  regiment  on  duty  at  Stoney  point  and  Kakiat 
tomorrow. 


To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  October  13, 1782. 

Dear  Sir :  My  being  obliged  to  go  down  the  River  early  yes- 
terday morning,  prevented  my  answering  yours  of  the  nth. 
yesterday. 

I  can  say  nothing  decisive  respecting  the  Invalid  Regiment, 
untill  the  arrangements  for  the  Winter  are  made:  But  I  cannot 
conceive  any  duty  more  proper  for  them  than  that  of  Constitu- 
tion Island  will  be,  or  where  it  will  be  more  light.  They  will 
have  occasion  for  very  few  Centries,  and  those  may  be  under 
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cover.  They  will  have  comfortable  Barracks  and  Fuel  at  hand. 
And  the  greater  part  of  the  Men,  who  were  turned  over  to  the 
Corps  by  the  last  Inspection,  are  as  fit  for  stationary  duty  as  any 
Men  in  the  Army.  Were  there  any  accommodation  for  the 
number  you  mention  at  Newburgh;  Their  duty  would  be  dis- 
persed, hard  and  exposed. 

You  may  keep  Van  Schaick's  Artificers,  and  the  further 
number  requisite  shall  be  drawn  from  the  line;  perhaps  there 
may  be  some  Carpenters  and  Masons  among  the  Levies  allotted 
to  the  Wood  service.  If  there  are,  you  may  draw  them  from 
thence  and  replace  them  with  Men  who  are  not  artificers. 

I  should  have  thought  the  Quarter  Master  could  have  fur- 
nished the  Teams  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the  ma- 
terials from  Fishkill,  especially  as  he  had  been  informed  that 
there  would  be  no  call  for  them  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
the  Army. 

I  had  always  understood  that  the  old  Barracks  on  the  Point 
had  held  1300  Men.  They  might  perhaps  have  been  too  much 
crouded  with  that  number.  You  now  say  that  the  Barracks  on 
the  point,  exclusive  of  that  in  Fort  Clinton,  will  not  hold  900 
Men.  I  would  wish  you  to  explain  this. 

I  should  have  no  objection  to  sending  the  prisoners  of  War 
taken  to  the  Northward,  to  Albany,  were  there  any  means  of 
keeping  them  there.  There  are  no  troops  there  except,  perhaps, 
a  small  Guard  to  Lord  Stirling.  I  cannot  consent  to  send  them 
to  New  York,  as  with  an  old  Balance  and  those  who  have  gone 
in  with  paroled  officers,  the  enemy  already  owe  us  900  Men. 
They  ought  however  to  be  removed  from  West  Point  to  Phila. 
by  the  first  opportunity.  The  Germans,  notwithstanding  what 
they  may  say,  are  prisoners  of  War.  I  am  &c.84  [ms.h.s.] 

wIn  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  October  14, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favors  of  the  8th. 
9th.  and  10th.  Instants.  I  am  obliged  by  the  sketches  respecting 
Canada.85  They  may  be  of  use.  In  my  letter  of  the  7th.  which 
had  not  reached  you,  I  gave  you  my  opinion  upon  the  propriety 
of  permitting  the  officers  taken  at  York  to  go  into  New  York. 

It  is  very  much  my  wish  to  have  the  Company  from  the  Jer- 
sey line  stationed  at  Wyoming  withdrawn  from  thence ;  but  as 
they  were  posted  there  by  particular  direction  of  Congress,  I 
would  not  withdraw  them  without  their  approbation.  You 
will  therefore  be  pleased  to  know  whether  the  measure  would 
be  agreeable  to  them.  The  Officers  and  Men  wish  to  be  relieved. 

I  shall  appoint  a  Board  of  Officers  to  settle  the  Rank  of  Lt. 
Colo.  Huntington  and  Gray  in  obedience  to  the  Resolve  of 
Congress.  I  have  the  honor  etc.86 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  October  14, 1782. 

Sir:  The  Dragoon  handed  your  Letter  of  Yesterday  respect- 
ing the  four  Refugees  lately  captured  from  the  Enemy  by  your 
Corps.87 

Considering  present  Circumstances,  I  think  it  best  to  deliver 
them  to  the  Civil  Authority.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to 

85  Not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

S3The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

87 The  4  refugees  captured  were  said  to  belong  to  DeLancey's  Corps.  Tallmadge's 
letter  to  Washington,  Oct.  13,  1782,  states  that  "as  an  Exchange  of  those  Men  only 
gives  them  a  Licence  to  pursue  their  praedatory  practices,  and  serves  rather  to  encour- 
age than  Deter  them  from  similar  pursuits,  at  the  Request  of  the  Authority  and  Many 
of  the  Inhabitants,  I  wrote  to  His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton  .  .  .  Your  Excellency's 
Instructions  will  govern  in  the  Case."  Tallmadge's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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have  them  disposed  of  agreable  to  the  Direction  mentioned  in 
the  Close  of  Governor  Clintons  Letter  to  you,  that  they  may  be 
tried  by  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  instituted  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  State,  or  otherways  dealt  with  as  the  Civil  power 
shall  judge  their  Merits  deserve.  I  am  &c88 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  October  14, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  5th.  covering 
Copy  of  the  Resolve  of  the  1st.89  and  of  your  circular  letters  to 
the  Executives  of  the  States90  and  your  Receivers.91  I  am  in 
hopes  they  will  have  the  desired  effect  and  I  shall  take  every 
proper  opportunity  of  making  the  use  of  them  which  you  re- 
quest. I  am  &c.92 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  CAMBRAY93 

Head  Quarters,  October  14, 1782. 
Sir:  You  have  my  permission,  so  far  as  it  depends  upon  me, 
to  go  to  France.  Your  application  for  liberty  to  go  beyond  sea 

88 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

80 The  resolve  of  Congress  of  Oct.  i,  1782,  provides  "that  no  moneys  paid  by  any  of 
the  states  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  as  pay  for  the 
year  1782,  be  considered  as  advanced  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  same 
be  not  credited  to  the  State  by  which  the  advance  shall  have  been  made."  It  was  also 
resolved  that  same  day  that  the  States  be  required  to  make  speedy  payment  of  their 
quotas  to  the  United  States  Treasury,  so  that  Congress  might  be  able  to  pay  the  Army. 

00 Copies  of  Morris's  circular  letters  are  in  the  Washington  Papers,  dated  Oct.  5,  1782. 
He  sent  them  to  Washington  in  order  "that  you  may  have  an  Opportunity  at  every 
convenient  Season  to  shew  the  military  Servants  of  the  Country  that  their  Soverign  is 
attentive  to  their  just  Claims.  I  have  added  Copies  of  my  letters  that  you  apprise  any 
such  Officers  of  Influence  and  Discretion  as  may  be  about  to  pass  from  your  Army  to 
the  Legislatures,  of  the  whole  of  what  has  passed  on  this  Subject  so  that  the  Views 
and  Efforts  of  all  the  public  Servants  being  directed  to  the  same  Object  may  produce 
the  desired  Success." 

01  Continental  receivers  of  State  taxes. 

'  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

1,3 Lieut.  Louis  Antoine  Jean  Baptiste,  Chevalier  dc  Cambray  Digby,  of  the  Continen- 
tal Engineers.  He  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth  and  at  the  siege  of  Savan- 
nah; taken  prisoner  at  the  surrender  of  Charleston;  exchanged  in  1783. 
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must  be  to  Congress.  I  can  only  recommend  that  indulgence, 
but  have  no  authority  to  grant  it.  You  may  make  use  of  this 
letter  to  shew  my  approbation  of  your  request. 

I  inclose  you  a  Certificate  of  your  services  I  should  have  been 
happy  had  I  been  able  to  have  spoken  of  them  from  my  own 
immediate  knowledge.  But  the  other  Testimonials  of  which 
you  are  possessed  are  so  ample  and  honorable  that  I  think  they 
cannot  fail  of  procuring  you  as  favorable  a  reception  at  your 
own  Court,  as  you,  in  my  opinion,  deserve.  I  am  etc.94 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Monday,  October  14, 1782. 

Parole .    Countersigns . 

Major  Genl.  Howe 
Major  Pettingill 
Major  Spurr 
Brigade  Major  Hicks 
Quarter  Master  2d.  Connt.  Brigde. 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st.  Jersey  and  7th.  Massa.  regiments. 
Major  Generals  Gates,  Heath,  and  St.  Clair  and  Colonels 
Greaton,  and  Ogden  are  requested  to  meet  at  General  Gates's 
Marque  tomorrow  morning  at  10  o'clock  in  order  to  settle  a 
dispute  of  rank  between  Lieutenant  Colonels  Huntington  and 
Gray.  The  Parties  are  desired  to  attend  and  the  necessary  pa- 
pers laid  before  the  Board.  They  will  make  their  report  to  the 
Commander  in  chief. 

For  a  Monoevre  to  be  performed  on  Thursday  next,  the  dis- 
position for  which  will  be  hereafter  communicated.95 

94 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  A  draft  of  the  certificate  is  entered 
on  the  verso  of  the  draft  of  this  letter. 

95A  "Disposition  for  the  Manoeuvre,  October  17th  1782"  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 


For  duty  tomorrow 
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The  Jersey  Line  will  give  one,  the  York  line  two,  the  Con- 
necticutt  line  including  the  Rhode  island  regiment  two,  and 
the  Massachusetts  line  three  battallions;  each  battallion  to  con- 
sist of  two  Field  and  twelve  Platoon  officers,  twenty  five  Non- 
commissd.  officers,  and  eight  Platoons  of  fifteen  Files  each. 

Four  field  Pieces  to  be  attached  to  this  Corps. 

The  Jersey  battallion  to  be  furnished  with  12,  the  two  Con- 
necticut and  that  battalion  of  Massachusetts  which  forms  im- 
mediately on  the  left  of  the  Connecticut,  with  four  rounds  of 
blank  cartridges  per  man.  The  Field  pieces  with  ten  rounds 
each  the  battallions  to  be  provided  with  colours. 

At  the  General  courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Cortlandt  is 
president,  Ensign  Covel96  of  the  4th.  Massachusetts  regiment, 
charged  with  "absenting  himself  from  his  regiment  beyond 
the  time  limited  in  his  furlough,  and  when  notified  agreable  to 
a  resolve  of  congress  of  December  6th.  1779,  to  join  his  regi- 
ment, neglecting  so  to  do  or  to  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  his 
continuance  of  absence"  was  tried  agreable  to  the  resolve  of 
congress  of  Deer.  6th.  1779,  respecting  absent  officers. 

The  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  Ensign  Covel 
has  exceeded  the  limits  of  his  furlough ;  that  he  has  been  noti- 
fied to  join  his  regiment  agreable  to  the  resolve  of  congress  of 
Deer.  6th.  1779,  respecting  absent  officers,  and  that  he  has  neg- 
lected to  join  the  regiment  accordingly  or  to  give  satisfactory 
reasons  for  his  continuance  of  absence  and  they  sentence  that 
he  be  cashered. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the  court. 

At  the  same  Court  Samuel  G.  Dyer  of  the  Rhode  Island  regi- 
ment, "charged  with  Desertion  from  the  regiment  in  April 
1781,  and  joining  the  enemy,  was  found  guilty  in  breach  of 
article  1st.  section  6th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and 


""Ensign  Thomas  Covel  (Covcll,  Covill). 
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sentenced  to  suffer  Death  (more  than  two  thirds  of  the  court 
agreing  thereto). 
The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the  court. 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  October  15, 1782. 

Sir:  Mr.  Smith97  has  been  to  West  point  and  on  Enquiry, 
finds  that  the  two  Men,  Isaac  Raymond  and  Thomas  Silleck, 
who  he  was  seeking  are  now  at  the  Provost. 

His  Excellency  therefore  directs  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
have  them  sent  into  N  York  as  soon  as  convenient,  that  they  be 
accounted  in  Exchange  for  Henry  Chiciester  and  Joel  Smith, 
who  are  already  sent  out  by  the  Enemy  in  that  Expectation.98  I 
am&c." 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  October  15, 1782. 
Sir:  Your  favor  of  yesterday  has  just  been  delivered  to  me, 
with  the  intelligence  inclosed  therein.  Tho'  I  should  consider 
it  a  very  desirable  thing,  for  the  Corps  of  Cavalry  which  has 
gone  to  the  East  end  of  Long  Island  to  be  cut  off1  yet  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  present  Moment  I  should  not 
wish  the  Enterprise  to  be  undertaken,  unless  there  should  be 
almost  a  certainty  of  success.  With  such  a  prospect  I  will  by  no 
means  discourage  the  attempt. 

97  Joel  Smith. 

98  On  October  15  Trumbull  wrote  to  Thaddeus  Betts,  Stephen  St.  John,  2d.,  Eliphalet 
Lockwood,  John  Lockwood,  James  Richards,  and  Ozias  Merwin,  that  the  2  men  (Ray- 
mond and  Silleck)  had  been  ordered  sent  into  New  York.  "No  further  Mistake  I 
hope  will  take  place."  Trumbull's  draft  is  in  die  Washington  Papers. 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "J.  Trumbull." 
^Tallmadge  had  suggested  an  attempt  on  Col.  Benjamin  Thompson's  (later  Count 
Rumford)  corps  of  King's  American  Dragoons. 
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I  must  therefore  advise  you,  Sir,  before  you  think  seriously  of 
undertaking  it,  to  digest  the  Plan  thoroughly,  to  obtain  the 
minutest  intelligence  of  the  strength  of  the  Corps,  the  situation 
and  position  where  you  can  make  the  stroke,  and  the  same  time 
to  estimate  and  consider  well  the  number  of  Men  that  will  be 
necessary  to  insure  success,  and  above  all  the  number  of  Boats 
that  will  be  wanted  and  the  practicability  of  obtaining  them  in 
time  and  with  secrecy.  You  will  after  making  yourself  as 
perfectly  master  of  the  subject  as  possible,  and  calculating 
the  chances  of  succeeding  or  miscarrying  in  the  execution  of  the 
Project,  (if  you  should  think  it  eligible  to  prosecute  the  affair) 
give  me  your  farther  sentiments  thereon  and  expect  to  hear 
from  Sir,  Yours  etc.2 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Tuesday,  October  15, 1782. 
Parole  Williamsburgh.    Countersigns  Richmond,  Hampton. 
Brigadier  Genl.  Patterson 
Major  Porter 
For  the  day  tomorrow  (Major  Olney 

Brigade  Major  Walker 
Quarter  Master  Williams 
The  Jersey  and  2d.  Massachusetts  Brigades  will  give  the 
Guards  &ca  for  the  day  tomorrow. 

The  days  being  much  decreased  in  length  and  mornings 
growing  colder,  the  troop  untill  further  orders  is  not  to  beat 
'till  9  o'clock. 

The  Commander  in  chief  directs  the  army  to  be  informed 
that  in  consequence  of  instructions  from  the  superintendent  of 

2The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Finance,  the  honorable  Mr.  Cornell  hath  entered  into  a  Con- 
tract with  Messrs.  Wadsworth  &  Carter  to  supply  the  Main 
army,  the  Garrison  of  West  Point  and  its  dependences  with 
rations  of  provisions  from  the  16th.  instant  until  the  last  day  of 
December  next  inclusive. 

All  applications  for  provisions  are  therefore  to  be  made  to 
them  or  their  agents;  and  no  receipts,  or  vouchers  for  the  De- 
livery of  Provisions  are  to  be  given  except  to  them  or  persons 
issuing  under  their  authority.  The  aforesaid  Contractors  Wads- 
worth  &  Carter  are  to  have  the  use  of  all  Commissarys  store 
houses,  Scales  and  weights  belonging  to  the  public  in  this  de- 
partment, they  taking  care  that  the  property  of  the  former  Con- 
tractors be  as  little  injured  thereby  as  possible. 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  October  16, 1782. 
Sir:  I  inclose  to  you  the  Paroles  and  Countersigns  from  this 
Day  to  You  will  keep  them  sacredly  to  yourself  untill  they 
are  delivered  to  your  Corps;  and  when  they  are  expired  you 
will  send  to  Head  Quarters,  and  they  v/ill  be  continued  for  a 
further  Time.  I  am  &c.3 

To  JAMES  LOVELL4 

Head  Quarters,  October  16, 1782. 
Sir:  I  am  extremely  obliged  by  the  information  contained  in 
yours  of  the  10th.  I  immediately  forwarded  your  letters  and  the 
papers  to  Mr.  Morris  by  Express. 

On  October  15  Trumbull  wrote,  in  the  third  person,  a  brief  note  of  thanks  for 
Washington  to  Nathaniel  Sackett  for  a  cheese.  This  note  is  in  Washington  Head- 
quarters at  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

"'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

4  Then  in  Boston. 


For  the  day  tomorrow ( 
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I  am  convinced  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from  Great  Britain 
but  what  her  necessities  shall  oblige  her  to  give  up.  She  is  some- 
what like  a  person  in  desperate  circumstances.  She  can  scarcely 
be  in  a  worse  condition,  and  by  persevering  something  fortu- 
nate may  turn  up.  Upon  this  plan,  I  believe,  she  prosecutes  the 
War.  I  am  etc.5 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Wednesday,  October  16, 1782. 
Parole  Paris.    Countersigns  Passy,  Villers. 
Major  Genl.  Gates 
Majors  Reading  and  Wright 
Brigade  Major  Converse 
Quarter  Master  Ripley 
The  New  York  and  2d.  Massachusetts  Brigades  will  furnish 
the  Guards  &ca.  tomorrow. 

Thirty  Masons  and  twenty  Carpinters  to  be  sent  from  the 
several  brigades  to  Westpoint  tomorrow  morning. 

The  board  to  whom  were  referred  the  settlement  of  the  dis- 
pute of  rank  between  Lieutenant  Colonels  Huntington  and 
Gray,  report,  that, 

Having  examined  all  the  papers  referred  them  by  the  Com- 
mander in  chief  and  having  heard  every  thing  that  Lt.  Col. 
Gray  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Huntington  had  to  urge  in  sup- 
port of  their  respective  claims  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  as 
the  Commander  in  chief  ordered  Colonel  Livingstons  resigna- 
tion to  be  fixed  to  the  10th.  of  October  1778,  in  consequence 
of  his  improper  conduct  in  neglecting  to  procure  the  proper 
vouchers  of  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  that  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Livingston's  Commission  became  vacant  that  day  and  of 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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course  Lieutenant  Colonel  Huntingtons  Commission  is  regu- 
larly dated,  and  ought  to  give  rank  from  the  date  thereof.6 

As  the  manoeuvering  battalions  will  occupy  the  Grand  Pa- 
rade tomorrow  morning,  the  Guards  will  be  formed  on  the 
rising  ground  between  Head  quarters  and  Engineers  Marque. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Verplanks  Point,  October  17, 1782. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  a  few  days 
ago,  your  private  Letter,  by  the  same  conveyance  which  brought 
your  public  Dispatches  of  the  26th  and  29th  of  August.  I  seized 
the  first  safe  conveyance  to  forward  the  family  Letters  to  the 
care  of  Governor  Greene. 

In  answer  to  your  request,  that  I  would  give  you  my  senti- 
ments on  the  future  Plans  of  the  Enemy,  I  need  scarcely  pre- 
mise, that  in  the  present  fluctuating  state  of  British  Councils  and 
measures,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  form  a  decisive  opinion  of 
what  their  real  and  ultimate  objects  are,  but  the  enclosed  Ex- 
tract of  a  Letter  from  Mr  John  Adams  will  give  you  the  most 
recent  and  satisfactory  account  of  European  affairs  that  we  are 
possessed  of;  and  for  my  own  part,  I  must  say,  I  am  not  in  the 
least  disappointed,  that  the  Negotiations  have  not  as  yet  been 
brought  to  any  favourable  issue,  for  notwithstanding  all  the 
pacific  declarations  of  the  British,  it  has  constantly  been  my 
prevailing  sentiment,  the  principal  Design  was,  to  gain  time  by 
lulling  us  into  security  and  wasting  the  Campaign  without 
making  any  efforts  on  the  land,  and  in  the  interim  to  augment 
their  Naval  Force  and  wait  the  chance  of  some  fortunate  Event 
to  decide  their  future  line  of  conduct.  Nor  can  I  now  see  any 
good  reasons  for  changing  my  sentiment  of  their  intention. 

"On  October  17  Washington  forwarded  this  report  in  a  brief  note  to  the  Secretary 
at  War.  The  draft  of  this  note  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Perhaps  the  British  Administration  may  be  compelled,  by  the 
perplexity  and  embarrassment  of  their  affairs  to  wish  seriously 
for  a  Peace  in  the  course  of  the  Winter  and  to  act  accordingly ; 
but  we  may  be  assured  that  Necessity  alone  will  produce  that 
desirable  Event,  if  it  should  take  place  at  all. 

Your  observations  on  the  situation  of  our  Finances  and  pub- 
lic matters,  accord  exactly  with  my  own.  And  it  is  a  melan- 
choly truth,  that  there  is  but  too  much  justice,  in  the  picture 
you  give  of  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  People  at  large 
and  the  Defects  of  the  Confederation. 

Upon  a  general  view,  therefore,  of  our  own  circumstances, 
and  those  of  our  Enemy,  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  my  ad- 
vice respecting  the  arrangement  of  your  private  concerns  in  a 
more  definite  and  satisfactory  manner. 

Before  this  day,  I  presume  the  southern  States  are  abandoned 
by  the  Enemy,  if  they  mean  to  evacuate  them  this  season;  and 
I  cannot  help  remarking,  if  the  British  are  once  forced  to  relin- 
quish all  their  possessions  in  that  quarter,  I  do  not  apprehend, 
they  will  ever  attempt  again  to  occupy  them  and  over  run  that 
Country,  except  some  very  new  and  unforeseen  accidents 
should  turn  up,  which  will  entirely  change  the  whole  face  of 
affairs.  And  however  vulnerable  they  might  once  have  consid- 
ered the  southern  States,  I  can  by  no  means  think,  after  their 
repeated  losses  and  disgraces,  they  will  resume  the  idea  of  con- 
quering them,  unless  they  should  revive  again  the  mad  Plan  of 
total  conquest.  From  these  considerations  I  should  imagine 
your  property  will  be  as  safe  there  as  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Continent;  but  as  I  observed  before,  I  can  scarcely  form  a  con- 
jecture of  what  they  will  or  will  not  finally  resolve  upon.  It  is 
our  business  to  be  prepared  for  all  Events. 

Should  I  hear  any  thing  respecting  your  friends,  or  any  thing 
in  which  your  happiness  is  concerned,  I  shall  not  fail  to  com- 
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municate  it.  [I  pressed  Mrs.  Green  to  leave  my  namesake  be- 
hind her ;  and  I  afterwards  pressed  Pettitt  to  Send  him  to  Prince- 
ton, where  he  now  is  and  was  very  well  eight  days  ago;  he  is  in 
the  family  of  Doctr.  Weatherspoon,  but  more  particularly,  I  am 
told,  under  the  care  of  a  Mr.  Montgomery;  he  is  a  fine  boy,  and 
I  dare  say  with  proper  attention,  if  he  lives,  will  be  an  orna- 
ment to  his  Country;  as  his  infant  genius  promises  much  from 
mature  age. 

Mrs.  Washington  had  not,  I  am  persuaded,  received  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  Greene  before  she  left  my  Qrs.  at  Newburgh  in  the 
first  week  of  July ;  what  she  may  have  done  since  I  know  not : 
despairing  of  seeing  my  home  this  Winter,  I  am  now  writing 
to  her  to  make  her  annual  visit.  I  am  very  sorry  to  find  Mrs. 
Greene  has  occasion  for  the  Sea  air;  I  hope  it  has  perfectly  re- 
covered her.  My  best  respects  and  most  affectionate  Compli- 
ments attend  her.  Iam&c.]7 

*To  JAMES  McHENRY 

Verplanks  point,  October  17,  1782. 

My  dear  Sir:  In  a  visit  to  the  Post  of  Dobbs's  Ferry  last  Satur- 
day, I  accidentally  met  with  Majr.  Lynch  at  that  place  and 
received  from  him  your  letter  of  the  30th.  Ulto. 

In  a  time  like  this,  of  general  uncertainty  with  respect  to  the 
designs  of  the  British  Court,  It  is  not  at  all  wonderful  to  find 
men  enquiring  at  every  corner  for  News;  the  North  sends  to 
the  South,  and  the  South  to  the  North,  to  obtain  it.  but  at  pres- 
ent, all,  I  believe,  are  equally  ignorant.  My  opinion  of  the  mat- 
ter is,  that  you  could  learn  nothing  decisive  from  the  Cabinet8 
itself.  I  have  long  thought,  and  still  think,  they  are  trying  the 

'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  part  in  brackets  is  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 
8  Of  Great  Britain. 
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Chapter  of  Accidents;  and  the  good  or  ill  success  alone  of  this 
Campaign,  will  fix  their  Councils.  If  they  can  obtain  any  ad- 
vantages at  Sea  or  in  the  Indies,  East  or  West  no  matter  where, 
I  am  of  opinion  they  will  continue  the  War;  if  their  affairs  on 
the  other  hand  stand  still,  or  continue  to  retrograde,  their  stom- 
achs will  come  to,  and  they  will  think  seriously  of  Peace. 

In  a  long  letter  I  had  from  the  Marqs.  De  la  Fayette  of  the 
29th.  of  June,  nothing  more  could  be  collected  than  that  doubts 
and  darkness  prevailed;  that  the  business  of  Mr.  Greenville9 
seemed  to  be  that  of  procrastination.  In  a  word,  that  nothing 
was  fixed;  and  that  the  cause  of  his  stay  was  to  see  matters  in 
such  a  train  as  to  see  his  way  clear  before  he  left  France. 

In  New  York  they  are  as  impatient  as  us  for  News,  expecting 
the  August  Packet  to  remove  all  their  doubts ;  but  herein  they 
will  be  mistaken,  as  later  advices  than  the  Packet  will  bring, 
leave  the  Negotiations  at  Paris  in  as  doubtful  a  state  as  ever. 
A  letter  which  I  have  just  received  from  Boston  gives  me  the 
Inclosed  as  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  of  the  20th. 
of  Augt.  at  the  Hague;  the  Boston  Gazette  says  the  combined 
Fleets  had  left  the  Channel,  and  that  the  Jamaica  fleet  got  in 
four  days  after,  it  also  gives  an  Acct.  of  an  Action  in  the  East 
Indies  between  the  French  and  British  fleets;  in  wch.  it  is  said 
to  have  been  a  hard  fought  battle,  but  in  favor  of  the  English, 
this  however  being  the  British  Acct.  acknowledging  that  Ad- 
miral Hughes10  was  unable  (from  the  shattered  condn.  of  his 
Ships)  to  pursue,  not  much  I  think,  is  to  be  feared  from  it. 

You  will  recollect  the  opinion  I  gave  you  upon  the  receipt  of 
Carletons  letter  of  the  2d.  of  Augt;  subsequent  events,  as  far  as 
they  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  prove  it  was  well  founded, 
and  I  wish  future  ones  may  not  evince,  that  to  gain  time,  was 

"Thomas  Grcnville. 

10Sir  Edward  Hughes,  vice  admiral,  British  Navy;  second  in  command  in  the 
East  Indies. 
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all  that  the  British  Ministry  had  in  view,  the  impolicy  there- 
fore of  suffering  ourselves  to  be  lulled  by  expectations  of  Peace, 
because  we  wish  it,  and  because  it  is  the  Interest  of  great  Brit- 
ain to  hold  up  the  idea  of  it  will,  more  than  probably,  prove  the 
ruin  of  our  cause ;  and  the  disbanding  of  the  Army ;  for  it  really 
appears,  from  the  conduct  of  the  States,  that  they  do  not  con- 
ceive it  necessary  for  the  Army  to  receive  any  thing  but  hard 
knocks;  to  give  them  pay  is  a  matter  wch.  has  been  long  out  of 
the  question  and  we  were  upon  the  very  point  of  trying  our 
hand  at  how  we  could  live  without  subsistence,  as  the  Superin- 
tendant  was  no  longer  able  to  fulfill  his  Contract  with  the 
Victuallers  of  the  Army,  and  they  relinquishing  it,  till  fortu- 
nately for  us,  we  met  with  Gentn,  who  for  an  advanced  price  pr. 
Ration,  have  saved  us  from  starvation,  or  disbandment,  by 
giving  a  credit;  our  Horses  have  long  been  without  every  thing 
their  own  thriftiness  could  not  supply. 

Let  any  Man,  who  will  allow  reason  fairplay,  ask  himself 
what  must  be  the  inevitable  consequences  of  such  policy.  Have 
not  Military  Men  the  same  feelings  of  those  in  Civil  line  ?  why 
then  shd.  the  one  set  receive  the  constant  wages  of  Service,  and 
the  other  be  continually  without  them  ?  do  the  former  deserve 
less  for  their  watchings  and  toils,  for  enduring  heat  and  cold, 
for  standing  in  Sunshine  and  in  Rain,  and  for  the  dangers  they 
are  continually  exposed  to  for  the  sake  of  their  Country,  and  by 
which  means  the  Man  in  civil  life  sits  quiet  under  his  own  vine 
and  his  figtree  solacing  himself  in  all  the  comforts,  pleasures  and 
enjoyments,  of  life,  free  and  unrestrained?  let  impartiality 
answer  the  question.  These  are  matters  worthy  of  serious  con- 
sideration, the  patience,  the  fortitude,  the  long  and  great  suf- 
ferings of  this  Army  is  unexampled  in  History;  but  there  is  an 
end  to  all  things,  and  I  fear  we  are  very  near  one  to  this,  which, 
more  than  probably,  will  oblige  me  to  stick  very  close  to  the 
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Troops  this  Winter  and  to  try  like  a  careful  physician  to  pre- 
vent if  possible  the  disorders  getting  to  an  incurable  height.  I 
am  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Thursday,  October  17,  1782. 
Parole  Edenton.    Countersigns  Hallifax,  Newburgh. 

Major  General  Heath 

Colonel  Van  Schaick 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Warner 

Brigade  Major  Smith 

Quartermaster  Tuckerman 
The  Guards  &ca.  for  tomorrow  will  be  furnished  from  the 
Line  of  the  Army. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Friday,  October  18, 1782. 
Parole  Versailles.    Countersigns  Ushant,  St.  Malo. 
Major  Genl.  St.  Clair 
Colonel  Shepard 
For  the  day  tomorrow]  Lt.  Col.  C.  Smith 
B.  Major  Williams 
Qr.  Master  Morrill 
The  Guards  &ca.  for  tomorrow  to  be  furnished  as  this  day. 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  October  18, 1782. 
Sir :  I  take  the  Liberty  to  inclose  to  your  Care  a  Letter  for  the 
Chevalier  de  La  Luzerne  on  the  Subject  of  Expence,  which  at 
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his  Request,  I  have  incurred  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  In- 
telligence of  the  Movements  of  the  Enemy  at  N  York,  to  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudrieul. 

If  our  Circumstances  would  admit,  I  should  be  very  glad  that 
this  Expence  should  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States;  it  is  in- 
finitely Short  of  the  Debt  which  Gratitude  imposes  on  us.  I 
submit  therefore  to  your  Judgment,  whether  to  deliver  the  in- 
closed, or  to  send  forward  the  Money  from  your  own  Funds, 
agreable  to  the  Monthly  Estimate  sent  to  the  Minister. 

The  Chain  of  Expresses  was  instituted  about  the  middle  of 
August,  and  will  probably  be  continued  till  the  sailing  of  the 
french  fleet  from  Boston.  I  am  &C.11 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  October  18, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  writing  to  you  I  have  received  yours  of  the 
26th.  of  August,  covering  a  Duplicate  of  one  of  the  12th.  At 
the  same  time  came  to  hand  yours  of  the  29th  Augst.  informg 
me  of  the  Excursions  of  the  Enemy,  for  Rice,  and  inclosing 
Copy  of  General  Gists  Letter  to  you  of  the  27th. 

In  my  last,  which  was  the  23d.  of  Sepr.  and  which  was  for- 
warded under  the  Care  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  I  gave  a  Com- 
pleat  Answer  to  that  of  the  12th.  and  wish  it  may  come  safe  to 
your  Hand,  and  find  you  in  full  possession  of  Charlestown. 

The  Death  of  Colo  Laurens  I  consider  as  a  very  heavy 
misfortune,  not  only  as  it  affects  the  public  at  large;  but  par- 
ticularly so  to  his  Family,  and  all  his  private  Friends  and  Con- 
nections, to  whom  his  amiable  and  useful  Character  had 
rendered  him  peculiarly  dear. 

The  Campaign  in  this  Quarter  is  coming  to  a  Close,  without 
any  Events  of  great  Importance.  The  Intentions  of  the  Enemy 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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at  N  York,  still  remain  undecided;  their  Fleet  continues  in  the 
Harbour,  makg  every  preparation  for  sailing;  which  I  fancy 
is  delayed  in  Expectation  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Packet,  which  is 
hourly  looked  for.  It  is  not  yet  known  but  strongly  conjectured 
that  a  Detachment  of  Troops  will  go  from  N  York  to  the  West 
Indies  with  the  fleet.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  has  Called  in  most  of 
his  out  posts,  contracted  his  Lines  near  the  City,  and  is  makg  his 
Garrison  of  York,  as  compact  as  possible.  Many  have  flattered 
themselves  that  an  Evacuation  would  take  place  before  Win- 
ter; but  I  have  no  such  Idea.  With  much  Regard  etc.12 

To  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN 

Head  Quarters,  October  18, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  two  Favors  of  your  Excel- 
lency; One  presented  by  the  Count  de  Segur,  of  the  2d.  of 
April,  the  other  delivered  by  the  Prince  de  Broglie,  of  the  8th. 
both  which  were  rendered  doubly  agreeable,  by  the  pleasure  I 
had  in  receiving  them  from  the  Hands  of  two  such  amiable 
and  accomplished  Young  Gentlemen. 

Independent  of  my  Esteem  for  your  Excellency.  Be  assured 
Sir!  that  my  respect  and  Regard  for  the  french  Nation  at  large, 
to  whom  this  Country  is  under  so  great  Obligations,  as  well  as 
the  very  favorable  Impressions  I  have  conceived  for  their  par- 
ticular Characters,  will  secure  my  warmest  attention  to  the 
persons  of  these  distinguished  young  Noblemen. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  political  Information,  which  you 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  convey  to  me ;  but  feel  myself  much 
embarrassed  in  my  Wish  to  make  you  a  Return  in  kind.  At 
the  first  of  the  Season,  the  Expectations  of  America  were  much 

,2Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 


1782]  OBSTINACY  OF  THE  KING  273 

raised,  in  Consequence  of  the  Change  of  the  British  Ministry 
and  the  Measures  of  Parliament ;  but  Events  have  shewn,  that 
their  Hopes  have  risen  too  high.  The  Death  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  the  Advancement  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  and 
the  Delays  of  Negotiation,  have  given  us  very  different  Im- 
pressions from  those  we  at  first  conceived.  We  now  begin 
again  to  reflect  upon  the  persevering  Obstinacy  of  the  King, 
the  wickedness  of  his  Ministry,  and  the  haughty  Pride  of  the 
Nation,  which  Ideas  recall  to  our  Minds  very  disagreeable 
prospects,  and  a  probable  Continuance  of  our  present  Trouble. 

The  military  Operations  of  the  Campaign,  are  drawing  to  a 
Close,  without  any  very  important  Events,  on  this  Side  the 
Water,  unless  the  Evacuation  of  Charlestown,  which  is  gen- 
erally expected,  but  not  yet  known  to  me,  should  take  place 
and  form  a  paragraph  in  the  Page  of  this  Years  History. 

The  British  Fleet  from  the  West  Indies,  still  continues  in 
N  York.  I  have  not  been  able  yet  to  decide  on  the  Enemy's  In- 
tentions there.  It  is  generally  tho't  that  a  detachment  of  their 
Troops  will  sail  with  them  when  the  fleet  returns  to  the  West 
Indies,  where  it  is  conjectured  their  Efforts  for  the  Winter, 
will  be  prosecuted  with  Vigor.    [I  have  the  honr]  etc.13 

To  VICOMTE  DE  NOAILLES14 

Head  Quarters,  October  18,  1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of 
the  10th.  May.  Be  assured  the  Receipt  of  that  Letter  afforded 
me  much  pleasure,  as  it  gave  me  the  Satisfaction  to  be  informed 
of  your  Health  and  Welfare,  as  from  your  own  Mouth. 

The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  The  words  in  brackets  are 
in  die  writing  of  Washington. 

"Louis  Marie,  Vicomte  de  Noailles,  mestre  de  camp  en  second,  Regiment  Soissonais, 
and  brother-in-law  of  Lafayette. 
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I  am  happy  Sir !  to  hear  of  the  favors  your  Services  in  Amer- 
ica have  obtained  from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  I  most 
sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  pleasing  Occasion. 

The  kind  and  generous  Offices  which  your  Nation  have  ren- 
dered to  this  Country,  will  I  hope  forever  endear  them  to  us, 
and  be  a  Means  of  cementing  an  everlastg  Friendship  between 
France  and  America.  I  assure  you,  I  shall  ever  cherish  a  par- 
ticular Regard  for  your  person  and  Character,  and  shall  at  all 
Times  be  happy  in  an  Assurance  of  your  Happiness  and  Glory. 
I  have  the  Honor  etc.15 

To  JOHN  JAY 

Verplanks  Point,  October  18,  1782. 

Dr.  Sir :  Not  having  received  from  your  Excellency,  during 
the  last  Winter  or  summer,  the  acknowledgment  of  any  Let- 
ters, except  of  my  public  Dispatches  of  Octr.  last;  I  apprehend 
that  some  private  Letters  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  ad- 
dressing to  you  since  that  time,  have  miscarried;  I  resume  my 
Pen,  therefore  to  repeat  the  thanks,  which  were  contained  in 
one  of  them  for  the  Wine  you  had  the  [goodness]  to  present 
me  with,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  entertain  the  freindly  senti- 
ments toward  you,  which  I  have  ever  experienced  since  our 
first  acquaintance. 

We  have  now  passed  another  Campaign,  and  no  very  im- 
portant occurrence  has  intervened  on  this  side  the  Atlantic. 
The  Evacuation  of  Charles  Town  was  considered  by  Genl 
Greene  in  his  last  Letters  to  me,  as  an  Event  that  would  cer- 
tainly take  place;  and  from  other  circumstances  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  it  is  effected  by  this  time.  Part  of  the  Garrison 
(the  British  Troops)  will  probably  go  to  the  West  Indies,  and 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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the  Germans  to  the  Northward.  Admiral  Pigot  is  now  in 
New  York  Harbour  with  26  Heavy  Ships,  ready  wooded  and 
watered  for  Sea;  but  the  present  circumstances, 'tho  somewhat 
equivocal,  do  not  indicate  that  New  York  will  be  abandoned 
this  year,  notwithstanding  there  have  been  many  reports  and 
conjectures  of  die  kind  some  weeks  ago. 

The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  is  in  Boston  Harbour  with  12 
sail  of  the  Line  [  (except  3  at  Portsmouth)  ]  having  unfortu- 
nately stranded  and  lost  the  Magnifique  in  entering  that  Bay; 
but  Congress  have  presented  to  His  Most  Christian  Majesty 
the  Ship  America  of  74  Guns  built  at  Portsmouth,  and  now 
nearly  fit  for  Sea. 

The  changes  of  the  British  Ministry  and  the  fluctuation  of 
their  Councils  are  the  Subjects  of  universal  speculation.  We 
wait  with  patience  to  hear  the  result  of  the  Negociations:  and 
not  being  very  sanguine  in  our  expectations,  endeavour  to  hold 
ourselves  prepared  for  every  Contingency.  I  am  certain  it  will 
afford  you  pleasure  to  know,  that  our  Army  is  better  Organ- 
ized, disciplined,  and  cloathed  than  it  has  been,  at  any  period 
since  the  commencement  of  the  War.  This  you  may  be  as- 
sured is  the  fact. 

I  shall  always  be  happy  to  hear  from  you,  especially  at  the 
present  important  Crisis  of  European  Politicks;  and  beg  you 
will  be  persuaded,  I  am  etc.18 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  October  18, 1782. 
Sir :  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency  a  copy 
of  an  Estimate  of  Expences  incurred  by  the  Conveyance  of 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in 
the  writing  of  Washington. 
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Information,  which  I  have  had  the  honor  at  your  Request  to 
transmit  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil. 

It  has  been  communicated  to  me  from  the  Q  Master  General, 
who  was  instructed  by  me  to  institute  the  Chain  of  Expresses; 
and  at  the  same  Time  it  is  intimated  to  me,  that  he  shall  be 
obliged,  in  a  short  Time  to  call  on  me  for  Money  to  defray  the 
Expence.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.17 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  October  19, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  15th  Inst,  with  the  En- 
closures, and  tho'  at  the  same  time  it  is  true,  I  have  the  General 
command  of  the  allied  Army,  as  to  all  its  movements  opera- 
tions &c.  yet  I  have  never  considered  myself  as  having  an  abso- 
lute right  to  interfere  with  the  internal  police  and  regulation 
of  the  French  Army  under  the  immediate  Orders  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Count  de  Rochambeau;  with  which  Army  it  ap- 
pears the  Persons  mentioned  in  the  papers  contained  in  your 
Excellency's  Letter  are  connected.18  I  have  however,  in  order  to 

17The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

On  October  18  Washington  wrote  again  to  La  Luzerne,  sending  "your  Excellency  a 
packet  which  was  this  Morng  received  by  the  Chain  of  Expresses,  from  the  Marquis  de 
Vaudrieul  at  Boston."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (October  18)  Trumbull  wrote  two  letters  to  the  officer  command- 
ing at  Dobbs  Ferry.  One,  granting  permission  for  Samuel  Ogden,  of  Booneton,  N.  J., 
to  have  an  interview  with  his  brother  Isaac  Ogden,  who  would  come  out  from  New 
York;  the  other,  ordering  the  release  of  [Hamilton]  Chalmers,  formerly  an  adjutant 
in  the  British  Army,  who  had  resigned  therefrom  and  wished  to  enlist  in  the  French 
Army.  These  drafts  of  Trumbull's  letters  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  November  4  Washington  again  granted  Ogden  permission  to  see  his  brother, 
the  first  meeting  having  failed  to  materialize.  The  draft  of  this  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

JK Daniel  Woolscy,  a  citizen  of  Westchester  County,  brought  a  damage  suit  against 
Jchosiphat  Starr,  a  foragemaster  for  the  French  Army,  under  Col.  James  Wadswordi, 
contractor  for  supplying  that  army;  and  William  Dean,  a  constable  attempting  to  serve 
a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  Starr,  was,  by  him,  sent  to  the  provost  and,  later,  ordered 
out  of  the  French  camp  by  Colonel  Wadsworth.  Samuel  Drake,  Westchester  justice  of 
the  peace,  forwarded  the  complaint  to  Governor  Clinton,  whose  letter  of  October  15, 
with  the  letter  from  Drake  and  an  affidavit  of  Dean,  arc  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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produce  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  matter,  communicated 
the  Contents  to  Col  Wadsworth,  and  requested  him  to  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  any  Altercations  and  quarrels 
between  the  Citizens  of  this  State  and  the  People  employed  by 
him.  As  he  has  engaged  that  they  will  not  impede  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  Civil  Authority,  and  as  he  writes  to  your  Excel- 
lency by  this  conveyance,  I  cannot  but  hope  matters  will  be 
explained  to  your  satisfaction. 

For  my  own  part  I  shall  still  continue  to  exert  all  my  influ- 
ence and  authority  to  prevent  the  interruption  of  that  harmony 
which  is  so  essential,  and  which  has  so  generally  prevailed  be- 
tween the  Army  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country;  and  I 
need  scarcely  add  that  in  doing  this,  I  shall  give  every  species  of 
countenance  and  support  to  the  execution  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Land. 

In  the  present  quiet  state  of  the  frontiers  and  assurances 
from  Sr  Guy  Carleton  that  the  Incursions  of  the  Savages  are 
stopped  by  Authority,  I  have  it  in  contemplation  to  withdraw 
the  continental  Troops  from  the  Northward.  There  are  many 
reasons  which  will  make  that  measure  eligible;  unless  the 
Troops  which  have  been  raised  on  purpose  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers  of  this  State,  should  be  thought  incompetent  to  the 
duty,  even  taking  into  consideration  the  inactivity  of  the  sea- 
son and  the  situation  of  affairs :  for  indeed  I  confess,  I  do  not 
consider  the  late  Reports  of  the  Enemy's  being  in  force  at  the 
Isle  au  Noix,  to  indicate  any  thing  farther  than  an  attention  to 
their  own  security,  the  severity  of  the  approaching  season  and 
every  other  circumstance  appear  to  me,  to  militate  against  an 
attack  upon  our  possessions  this  Winter.  And  we  shall  not  be 
at  so  great  a  distance  but  that  succor  may  be  afforded  as  early 
in  the  spring  as  shall  be  necessary.  At  any  rate  some  measures 
must  be  immediately  taken  relative  to  the  Troops  now  there; 
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I  should  be  happy  in  receiving  your  Excellency's  sentiments  as 
soon  as  may  be,  and  am  With  great  Esteem  etc. 

I  should  be  much  obliged  by  an  ansr  at  the  return  of  the 
bearer.19 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Saturday,  October  19, 1783. 
Parole  Charlestown.    Countersigns  Beaufort,  Edith. 
Major  General  Howe 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Sherman 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Woodbridge 

Brigade  Major  Gushing 
Qr.  Master  Bulkley 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  1st,  Connecticut  and  3d.  Massachu- 
setts regiments. 

The  2d.  New  York  regiment  to  relieve  the  4th.  Massa.  regi- 
ment on  fatigue  at  West  Point  tomorrow. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  not  only  takes  occasion  to  express 
his  own  approbation  of  the  performance  of  the  Manoevre  this 
morning;  but  has  the  satisfaction  of  acquainting  the  officers 
who  commanded,  that  the  french  Gentlemen  who  were  pres- 
ent, have  passed  the  highest  encomiums  upon  their  exact  atten- 
tion to,  and  knowledge  of  every  essential  part  of  Discipline. 

*To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

Verplanks  point,  October  20,  1782. 
My  dear  Marqs:  Whilst  I  thought  there  was  a  probability 
of  my  letters  finding  you  in  France,  I  continued  to  write  to 
you  at  Paris;  after  that,  I  ceased  to  do  so,  expecting  the  more 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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agreeable  pleasure  of  embracing  you  in  America.  Your  favor 
of  the  29th.  of  June,  placing  the  time  of  your  departure  from 
thence  on  a  contingency,  and  our  latest  advices  from  Europe, 
reporting  that  Negotiations  for  Peace  were  nearly  in  the  same 
state  as  at  the  commencement  of  it,  I  shall  renew  my  corre- 
spondence. 

I  approve,  very  highly,  the  motives  which  induced  you  to 
remain  at  your  Court,  and  I  am  convinced  Congress  will  do 
the  same. 

The  Campaign,  as  you  supposed  has  been  very  inactive.  We 
formed  the  junction  with  the  French  Corps  (whch.  is  now  En- 
camped on  our  left,  ten  miles  distant)  the  Middle  of  Septem- 
ber; and  have  remained  in  perfect  unison  with  them  ever  since 
their  arrival.  It  may  I  believe  with  much  truth  be  said,  that  a 
greater  harmony  between  two  Armies  never  subsisted  than 
that  which  has  prevailed  between  the  French  and  American 
since  the  first  junction  of  them  last  year.  I  had  prepared  a 
beautiful  Corps  for  you  to  command,  that  would  not,  I  am  con- 
vinced either  in  their  appearance  or  action,  have  discredited 
any  Officer,  or  Army  what  ever.  It  consisted  of  all  the  light 
Infantry  of  the  Northern  Army,  to  which  Sheldon's  Legion 
would  have  been  added.  But  we  have  done  nothing  more  than 
to  keep  a  watch  upon  the  enemy  this  Campaign  except  re- 
straining them  from  detaching;  which  I  believe  has  been  the 
consequence  of  our  junction,  and  lying  here.  A  few  German 
Troops,  and  Refugees  have  been  sent  to  Hallifax;  from  thence 
it  was  supposed  they  were  to  proceed  to  Canada;  this  took 
place  before  I  came  into  the  Field,  which  was  on  the  last  day 
of  August.  The  Cold  weather  puts  us  in  mind  of  warm  fire- 
sides; and  the  two  Armies  will  seperate  for  this  or  some  other 
purpose,  in  the  course  of  a  few  Days.  The  French  Army  will 
go  Easterly,  we  Northerly,  and  shall  fix  our  Cantonments  in 
the  Vicinity  of  West  point. 


280  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [Oct. 

The  Enemy  in  New  York  make  no  scruple  of  declaring  their 
intention  of  evacuating  Charles  town;  many  Transports  went 
from  the  former  about  a  Month  ago;  with  design,  it  was  said, 
to  take  off  the  Garrison ;  but  whether  it  is  to  be  brought  to  the 
last  mentioned  place  or  carried  to  the  West  Indies  is  mere  mat- 
ter of  conjecture;  very  probably  the  British  Troops  may  go  to 
the  Latter,  and  the  foreigners  to  the  former,  time  only  will 
shew  this,  as  indeed  it  may  another  thing,  viz:  that  the  late 
changes  in  the  British  Councils  may  prevent  the  evacuation  of 
it  at  all.  With  respect  to  New  York,  various  opinions  have  pre- 
vailed; some  thought  the  speedy  evacuation  of  it  inevitable, 
others,  that  it  would  be  delayed  till  the  spring,  while  a  third 
set,  less  sanguine  than  either  of  the  other  two,  believed  that 
nothing  short  of  a  Military  force  would  ever  free  the  City  of 
them;  their  whole  design  being,  to  amuse  the  Belligerent  Pow- 
ers, and  deceive  America  till  they  could  put  their  Marine  and 
other  matters  in  a  more  prosperous  train  for  prosecuting  the 
War;  the  first,  it  is  certain  were  in  an  error,  because  the  Troops 
are  still  at  New  York,  but  wch.  of  the  other  two  may  be  right 
your  knowledge  from  what  is  transacting  in  the  European 
theatre  enables  you  to  judge  better  of  than  I.  certain  it  is,  the 
loyalists  and  Refugees  in  New  York  are  very  much  alarmed, 
and  know  not  what  to  expect;  as  certain  it  is  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
holds  himself  in  readiness  to  evacuate,  or  perform  any  other 
movement  with  his  Army,  while  he  endeavors  assiduously  in 
the  mean  while  to  propagate  the  favourable  disposition  of 
Great  Britain  to  grant  every  thing  America  can  require.  Their 
Transports  have  Wooded  and  watered,  and  lay  ready  for  any 
Service,  so  have  the  Ships  of  War,  under  Admiral  Pigot;  but  I 
believe  they  are  designed  for  the  West  Indies,  with  part  of  the 
Troops  at  New  York,  more  than  for  any  other  purpose. 

You  will  have  heard  before  this  Letter  can  reach  you,  of  the 
loss  of  the  L'Eagle;  it  will  be  unpleasant  therefore  to  repeat  it, 
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every  body  laments  the  misfortune,  and  pities  poor  L'Touche.20 
Duke  Lauzun  has  been  very  sick  but  is  now  recovering  fast, 
tho'  very  thin,  and  pale. 

Poor  Laurens  is  no  more.  He  fell  in  a  trifling  skirmish  in 
South  Carolina,  attempting  to  prevent  the  Enemy  from  plun- 
dering the  Country  of  rice.  Genl.  Lee  is  also  dead,  he  breathed 
his  last  at  Philadelphia  about  a  fortnight  ago.  Your  Aid  GW — 21 
has  had  an  intermittant  fever  ever  since  April  and  by  the  last 
Accts.  of  him  from  Mount  Vernon  where  he  is,  he  was  very 
low  and  weak. 

As  I  despair  of  seeing  my  home  this  Winter  I  have  just  sent 
for  Mrs.  Washington  who  will  think  herself  honored  by  your 
and  Madm.  La  Fayettes  notice.  Make  a  tender  of  my  best  re- 
spects to  her,  and  offer  a  blessing  in  my  name  to  your  Son,  and 
my  Godson,  present  me  also  to  Counte  Charlux22  and  others 
with  whom  I  have  the  honor  of  an  Acquaintance,  the  Count 
de  Noialles  will  have  the  trouble  of  reading  a  letter  from  me. 

Adieu  my  dear  Marqs;  believe  me  to  be,  what  I  really  am, 
your  etc. 

*To  DOCTOR  HUGH  MARTIN23 

Verplanks  point,  October  20, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  reed,  and  thank  you  for  the  2  Copies  of  your  nar- 
rative of  a  discovery  for  the  cure  of  Cancers;  one  of  which 
agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  transmitted  to  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton. The  discovery  is  as  beneficial  to  Mankind  as  it  wd.  be  re- 
gretted by  them  if  the  Secret,  being  only  known  to  one  man, 
should  die  with  him.  I  am  etc. 


20  La  Touche-Treville,  Louis  Rene  Madeline  Lavassor,  Vicomte  de.  He  was  captain 
in  the  French  Navy,  and  had  been  captured  by  the  British  in  September. 

21  Lieut.  George  Augustine  Washington,  of  the  Second  Virginia  Regiment. 
^Armand  Charles  Augustine,  Comte  de  Castries  de  Charlus.    He  was  colonel  en 

second  of  the  Regiment  Saintonge,  French  Army. 
"Surgeon  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Regiment. 


For  duty  tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Sunday,  October  20, 1782. 

Parole .    Countersigns  Ostend,  Dieppe. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Patterson 
Colonel  Ogden 
Lt.  Colonel  Olney 
Brigade  Major  Cox 

,Qr.  Master  from  2d.  Connectt.  brigade 
For  duty  tomorrow  5th.  Connecticut  and  9th.  Massa.  regi- 
ments. 

The  1st.  York  regiment  to  relieve  the  men  on  duty  at  Stoney 
point  and  Kakiat  from  the  2d.  Massa.  regiment  tomorrow. 

All  Warrants  or  Certificates  for  Commissions  from  their  re- 
spective states,  of  which  officers  are  at  present  possessed  are  im- 
mediately to  be  lodged  with  the  Adjutant  General,  and  a  return 
of  all  those  Warrants  or  Certificates  which  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  War  Office  and  upon  which  Commissions  have 
not  been  issued  is  to  be  made  to  the  Adjutant  General  imme- 
diately also. 

The  Secretary  at  war  has  been  kind  enough  to  undertake  to 
carry  down  with  him  these  warrants  and  returns,  and  send  the 
Commissions  due  upon  them  to  the  Army. 

To  MAJOR  JOHN  SINGER  DEXTER 

Head  Quarters,  October  21, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  The  Bearer,  Mr.  Ransalaer,24  having  obtained  the 
permission  of  Govr.  Clinton,  will  write  to  New  York  to  en- 
deavour to  procure  an  interview  with  his  Mother  at  Dobbs 

MJohn  Van  Rensselaer. 
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ferry.  You  will  send  down  a  Flag  with  Mr.  Ransalaers  letter 
and  should  he  obtain  his  request  you  will  permit  the  Lady  to 
Land,  upon  her  arrival.  Her  connections  among  us  will  intitle 
her  to  attention  and  respect  from  yourself  or  the  Gentleman 
who  may  relieve  you.  Be  good  enough  to  forward  the  letters 
herewith  by  the  Flag.  I  am  &c.25 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Monday,  October  21, 1782. 
Parole  Georgia.    Countersigns  Savanna,  Ebenezer. 
Major  Genl.  Gates 
Colonel  Swift 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Throop 

Brigade  Major  Walker 
Quarter  Master  Williams 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  3d.  Connecticut  and  6th  Massachu- 
setts regiments. 

The  hospital  and  regimental  surgeons  will  immediately 
make  to  the  Director  exact  returns  of  all  the  Medicines,  Instru- 
ments and  Charts,  on  hand. 

To  MAJOR  THOMAS  LANSDALE20  OR  OFFICER  COM- 
MANDING THE  THIRD  MARYLAND 
REGIMENT 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  October  21, 1782. 
Sir:  You  will  halt  the  detachment  under  your  command  at 
Pompton  as  near  what  is  called  the  Yellow  House  (Curtis's) 

2 'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "T.  Tilghman  A.  D.  C." 
20 Major  Lansdale  was  major  of  the  Third  Maryland  Regiment.   He  served  to  No- 
vember, 1783. 
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as  possible.  If  you  have  not  tents  you  must  get  your  Men  under 
cover  in  as  compact  a  manner  as  the  nature  of  the  neighbour- 
ing farm  Houses  will  admit.  You  will  detach  a  Capt.  and  50 
Men  to  the  Block  House  in  the  Clove  a  little  beyond  Sufferans, 
and  give  him  orders  to  relieve  the  party  now  there  belonging 
to  the  New  York  Line,  who  are  to  join  their  Regt.  The  re- 
lieving Officer  will  take  the  directions  for  his  duty  from  the 
Officer  relieved.  Be  pleased  to  make  me  a  return  by  the  Bearer 
of  the  Strength  of  your  detachment.  I  am  etc.27 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  October  22,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  your  return  to  Philada,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
quest your  particular  attention  to  the  following  matter,  as  I 
look  upon  myself  bound  to  procure  the  Gentleman  interested 
a  full  compensation  for  his  services  while  in  my  Family. 

Mr.  McHenry,  formerly  one  of  my  Secretaries,  writes  me, 
that  upon  application  to  the  Auditor  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
of  which  he  is  a  citizen,  to  settle  his  arrearages  of  Pay  and  de- 
preciation, he  refused  to  do  it,  upon  a  supposition  that  the 
Resolve  of  Congress  recommending  to  the  States  to  make 
settlements  of  that  kind  only  extended  to  Officers  properly  be- 
longing to  their  respective  Lines.  This  has  involved  Mr.  Mc- 
Henry in  the  following  difficulty.  Upon  a  presumption  that 
the  State  would  settle  with  and  give  him  Certificates  as  to  their 
Officers,  he  purchased  a  quantity  of  Lands  appropriated  by  the 
State  to  making  good  arrearages  of  Pay  and  depreciation  and 
which  were  to  be  paid  for  in  Certificates.  He  now  finds  him- 
self like  to  be  excluded  from  this  Benefit,  for  want  of  the 
Certificates.  If  he  cannot  procure  them  he  must  give  up  his 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman, 


For  the  day  tomorrow 
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purchase.  As  there  seems  a  doubt  whether  Mr.  McHenry,  as 
one  of  my  Secretaries,  is  included  in  the  recommendatory  Re- 
solves already  passed,  I  could  wish,  should  it  not  be  deemed 
improper,  that  you  would  apply  to  Congress  to  pass  a  short 
Resolve  in  His  favor,  recommending  to  the  State  to  make  him 
the  same  allowances  as  to  Officers  of  their  Line.  I  have  the 
honor  &c.28 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Tuesday,  October  22, 1782. 
Parole  Viominel.    Countersigns  Chattellux,  Laval. 
Major  Genl.  Heath 
Majors  Trescot  and  Gibbs 
Brigade  Major  Converse 
Quarter  Master  Riply 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
regiments. 

The  Army  is  to  Manoevre  on  Thursday  next  the  dispotition 
for  it  will  be  previously  given  out  and  the  troops  are  to  be 
served  with  an  extra  gill  of  rum  pr.  man  on  that  day. 

The  Army  is  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest 
notice.  As  the  baggage  will  be  transported  by  water  no  Wag- 
gons or  horses  are  to  be  brought  to  camp  for  the  purpose. 

28 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

On  October  22  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.,  wrote  to  Richard  Varick  requesting  that 
Washington's  letter  to  either  John  Sullivan  or  "a  Committee  of  Congress  upon  the 
subject  of  the  most  unexceptionable  mode  of  promoting  General  Officer  ...  as  it  is 
wanted  immediately  do  not  detain  die  Express  to  take  a  Copy."  Trumbull's  draft 
is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

The  paper  wanted  was  "Remarks  on  report  of  a  Committee  of  Congress  on  Wash- 
ington's Letter  of  Dec.  20,  1780,"  dated  Apr.  3,  1781,  q.  v.,  which  was  inclosed  in 
Washington's  letter  to  Sullivan,  Apr.  4,  1781.  The  draft  of  this  letter  was  in  the  writ- 
ing of  Washington,  but  the  draft  of  the  "Remarks,"  which  was  the  record  in  Varick's 
possession,  is  entirely  in  Tilghman's  writing.  The  "Remarks"  sent  to  Sullivan,  how- 
ever, were  partially  in  the  writing  of  Washington. 
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In  future  the  Serjeants  guards  for  the  bridge  at  the  right  is 
to  be  detached  from  the  Captains  Guard  on  the  right  of  the 
Chain. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  STARK 

Head  Quarters,  October  23, 1782. 

Sir :  A  few  Days  ago  I  received  your  favor  dated  the  23d  of 
Septemr  last,  giving  the  Reasons  of  your  Detention  from  Camp. 

As  the  Season  is  now  so  far  advanced,  without  a  prospect  of 
immediate  Service,  and  your  Health  is  not  yet  fully  established, 
I  do  not  wish  or  expect  you  should  join  the  Army  this  Fall. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  Wishes  for  my  personal 
Happiness,  and  sincerely  hope  for  a  full  Restoration  of  your 
Health  and  Usefulness.  I  am  etc.29 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  October  23,  1782. 

Sir:  By  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th.  of  August  last, 
a  Reform  of  the  Regts.  now  in  the  Army,  is  to  take  place  on 
the  1st  Jany  next  and  a  Reduction  of  their  Number  to  be  made, 
so  as  to  form  complete  Regts.  of  500  or  612,  Rank  and  file  as 
the  Secretary  at  War  considering  the  circumstances  shall  judge 
most  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  general  Service. 

On  comparing  the  Number  of  Men  in  your  State  Regts.  they 
will  not  come  up  to  the  Complement  of  two  Regts.  upon  the 
smallest  Scale,  which  Number  the  Secry  at  War,  as  well  as  my- 
self are  very  Desirous  to  keep  them  at. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  lay  this  Circumstance  before  the  Legislature  of  your 
State,  and  to  urge,  that  Measures  may  immediately  be  adopted, 

'■"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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to  recruit  the  Line  of  your  State,  in  such  Manner  as  to  form 
two  Compleat  Battalions  of  at  least  500  Each,  rank  and  file.30 
Colo  Ogden  will  present  this  to  your  Excellency,  and  will  be 
able  to  give  you  a  State  of  their  present  Numbers. 

You  will  suffer  me  Sir  to  add,  diat  my  Opinion,  grounded 
on  the  last  Intelligence  from  Europe,  and  the  State  of  British 
Policy  and  Views,  is  fully  in  favor  of  this  Measure;  It  being 
more  than  probable  that  the  Negotiations  of  the  British  Court 
are  merely  delusory,  and  that  a  Continuation  of  the  War  is  still 
to  be  expected,  in  which  Case,  a  greater  Number  of  Troops 
than  are  now  on  foot  will  undoubtedly  be  wanted. 

But  admitting  that  Affairs  should  take  a  more  favorable 
Turn,  and  a  peace  should  prove  to  be  the  Event,  yet  the  Ex- 
pences  attending  this  Measure  should  it  be  carried  into  Effect 
will  bear  no  Comparison  to  the  Benefits  which  will  result  from 
it,  in  the  other  Case. 

This  Requisition  is  not  Singular  to  your  State,  but  is  also  ex- 
tended to  the  State  of  N  Hampshire,  whose  Regiments  are  on  a 
similar  footing  with  your.  I  am  &c.31 

*To  REVEREND  WILLIAM  GORDON 

Verplanks  point,  October  23, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  2d. 
Instt.  and  thank  you  for  the  extract  of  Mr.  Adams's  letter. 

I  never  was  among  the  sanguine  ones,  consequently  shall  be 
less  disappointed  than  People  of  that  description,  if  our  War- 
fare should  continue.  From  hence  (it  being  the  opinion  of 

"°In  a  letter  to  President  Meshech  Weare  of  New  Hampshire,  instead  of  die  sentence 
beginning  "Colo  Ogden"  the  following  was  used:  "to  do  this  about  200  Men  will  be 
wanted,  to  be  raised  as  Recruits." 

31  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

The  letter  sent  to  President  Weare,  which  is  the  same  as  this  draft,  with  the  excep- 
tion noted,  is  also  in  the  writing  of  Trumbull,  and  is  in  the  New  Hampshire  Historical 
Society. 
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some  Men  that  our  expectations  have  an  accordance  with  our 
wishes)  it  may  be  infered  that  mine  are  for  a  prolongation  of 
the  War.  But  maugre  this  doctrine,  and  die  opinion  of  others 
that  a  continuation  of  the  War  till  the  Powers  of  Congress,  our 
political  systems,  and  general  form  of  Government  are  better 
established,  I  can  say,  with  much  truth,  that  there  is  not  a  Man 
in  America  that  more  Fervently  wishes  for  Peace,  and  a  return 
to  private  life  than  I  do.  Nor  will  any  man  go  back  to  the  rural 
and  domestick  enjoyments  of  it  with  more  Heart  felt  pleasure 
than  I  shall.  It  is  painful  to  me  therefore  to  accompany  this 
declaration  with  an  opinion  that  while  the  present  King  can 
maintain  the  influence  of  his  Crown,  and  extort  Men  and 
Money  from  his  Subjects,  so  long  will  the  principles  by  which 
he  is  governed  push  him  on  in  his  present  wild  career.  The 
late  change  in  his  Ministry  is  an  evidence  of  this;  and  other 
changes  which  I  suspect  will  soon  take  place,  will  convince  us, 
I  fear,  of  the  falacy  of  our  hopes. 

It  appears  to  me  impracticable  for  the  best  Historiographer 
living,  to  write  a  full  and  correct  history  of  the  present  revolu- 
tion who  has  not  free  access  to  the  Archives  of  Congress,  those 
of  Individual  States,  the  Papers  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  Commanding  Officers  of  seperate  departments.  Mine, 
while  the  War  continues,  I  consider  as  a  species  of  Public  prop- 
erty, sacred  in  my  hands;  and  of  little  Service  to  any  Historian 
who  has  not  that  general  information  which  is  only  to  be  de- 
rived with  exactitude  from  the  sources  I  have  mentioned. 
When  Congress  then  shall  open  their  registers,  and  say  it  is 
proper  for  the  Servants  of  the  public  to  do  so,  it  will  give  me 
much  pleasure  to  afford  all  the  Aid  to  your  labors  and  laudable 
undertaking  which  my  Papers  can  give;  'till  one  of  those  pe- 
riods arrive  I  do  not  think  myself  justified  in  suffering  an  in- 
pection  of,  and  any  extracts  to  be  taken  from  my  Records. 
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You  will  please  to  accept  my  sincere  and  grateful  thanks  for 
the  kind  wishes,  and  generous  Sentiments  you  express  for  me. 
My  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Gordon.  I  am  etc. 

*To  JAMES  McHENRY 

Verplanks  point,  October  23, 1782.32 
My  dear  Sir:  I  am  pained  because  I  cannot  answer  the  ex- 
pectation and  request  of  your  letter  of  the  10th.  Instt.,  which 
only  came  to  my  hands  on  Sunday  by  the  Post,  to  your  satisfac- 
tion. To  make  such  an  application  as  you  require  to  the  Finan- 
cier, would,  I  know,  be  unavailing,  first,  because  he  has  most 
decidedly,  refused  to  adjust,  and  discharge  the  claim  of  any 
Officer  who  is  a  resident  in,  and  the  subject  of  the  United 
States ;  andsecondly,  every  other  consideration  apart,  what  would 
alone  be  a  sufficient  bar;  because  he  has  not  the  means  of 
doing  it.  The  States  are  so  tardy  in  collecting  the  Taxes,  that 
the  most  trivial  sum  cannot  be  obtained  for  the  most  pressing 
purposes;  and  in  one  sense  it  may  be  said,  that  the  officers  of 
the  Army  are  actually  starving  for  want  of  a  small  portion 
of  their  pay;  the  Horses  of  it,  for  want  of  money  to  procure 
forage,  are  actually  in  this  condition.  In  a  word  Sir,  for  want 
of  a  little  money  to  pay  the  transportation  of  some  very  essen- 
tial Articles,  the  Troops  have  suffered,  and  continue  to  suffer 
amazingly;  and  for  want  of  this  said  money,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  relinquish  a  Contract  for  subsisting  the  Army  at 
iod.  a  Ration  and  give  13d.  for  the  sake  of  three  Months  credit. 
There  have  been  instances  I  know,  where  same  foreign  Offi- 
cers, who  had  no  State  to  resort,  and  who  were  reduced  to  the 
last  extremity,  having  received  a  small  part  of  their  pay,  but 
trifling  in  comparison  of  their  demands,  or  dues. 

32The  draft,  also  in  the  writing  of  Washington  and  in  the  Washington  Papers,  is 
dated  Oct.  24, 1782. 
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Judge  ye  therefore  under  these  circumstances,  how  fruitless 
would  be  any  application  to  the  Financier  for  money. 

The  only  mode  I  am  told,  by  which  you  can  be  relieved,  is 
for  me  to  apply  to  Congress  to  recommend  your  case  to  the 
State  of  Maryland;  that  you  may  be  included  among  the  Offi- 
cers belonging  to  it;  this  I  have  accordingly  done  (as  you  may 
see  by  the  Inclosed)  through  its  proper  channel,  the  Secretary 
at  War;  who  is  now  here,  and  on  whom  I  shall  enforce  the 
measure  in  terms  which  I  persuade  myself  will  give  facility  to 
an  official  act. 

We  have  been  at  this  place,  Verplank's  point,  ever  since  the 
last  day  of  August,  and  are  upon  the  point  of  retiring  into 
Winter  Quarters. 

The  French  Army  (except  the  Legion  of  Lauzen)  have 
Marched  Eastward  for  theirs;  We  go  Northward,  to  the  Vi- 
cinity of  West  point.  We  have  long  expected  to  hear  of  the 
evacuation  of  Charles  Town,  as  the  Enemy  in  New  York  do 
not  scruple  to  say  it  is  a  measure  determined  on;  but  how  far 
a  change  of  Men  may  produce  a  change  of  measures,  you  can 
judge  as  well  of  as  I.  No  Man  on  this  side  of  the  Water  I  believe 
(not  even  Sir  Guy  Carleton  himself)  knows  the  result  of  the 
British  Councils.  My  opinion  of  the  matter  is  that  they  are  yet 
dependant  upon  the  events  of  the  Campaign.  You  will  readily 
infer  from  hence  that  I  have  no  idea  of  a  speedy  evacuation  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  Greenville  has  certainly  left  Paris,  but  he  is  succeeded 
by  a  Mr.  Fitzherbert;  and  the  Negociations  are  yet  going  on, 
but  limping.  I  am  etc. 

PS.  Since  writing  this  letter  I  have  conversed  with  the  Secre- 
tary at  War  on  the  Subject  of  it  who  assures  me  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  at  all  in  the  way.  [h.  l.] 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Wednesday,  October  23, 1782. 

Parole .    Countersigns . 

Major  General  St.  Clair 
Lieutt.  Colonel  Newhall 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Darby 
B.M.Smith 

Quarter  Master  Tuckerman 
For  duty  tomorrow  4th.  Connecticut  and  1st.  Massa.  regi- 
ments. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  point, 
Thursday,  October  24, 1782. 
Parole  Paris.    Countersigns  Passy,  Brest. 
Major  Genl.  Howe 
Lt.  Colonel  Grosvenor 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Wyllys 

Brigade  Major  Williams 
Quarter  Master  Merrill 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st.  Jersey  and  7th.  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment. 

The  tents  being  too  cold  for  the  accomidation  of  the  sick,  the 
regimental  Surgeons  will  send  no  more  to  the  Flying  hospital, 
but  have  such  as  are  hospital  patients  sent  to  the  hutts  at  New 
Boston. 

At  the  General  court  Martial  of  which  Colonel  Cortlandt  is 
president,  Ensign  Beckworth,33  of  the  1st.  Connecticut  regi- 
ment charged  as  follows. 

33  Ensign  Phineas  Beckwith. 
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For  that  in  the  month  of  February  last  he  gave  a  receipt  to 
Captain  Stephen  Smith,  of  Lyme  for  Benedict  Minard,  a  re- 
cruit inlisted  to  serve  three  years  in  the  Continental  army  by 
the  hire  and  procurement  of  a  class  of  which  Smith  was  head 
and  then  for  a  hire  and  reward  discharged  Minard  from  Serv- 
ice or  permitted  him  to  remain  at  home  and  not  join  the  army 
"  Thereby  excusing  the  Class  and  defrauding  the  Public  of  the 
service  of  a  Soldier,"  was  tried. 

The  Court  on  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  the  charge 
against  Ensign  Beckworth  is  supported;  they  are  also  of  opin- 
ion from  what  has  been  offered  by  Ensign  Beckworth  that  at  the 
time  he  permitted  Minard  to  remain  at  home  and  received 
the  hire  which  was  for  Minard  that  he  had  a  son  mustered  in 
service  for  during  the  war,  and  that  he  intended  his  said  son 
should  serve  for  Minard  but  that  on  his  return  to  Camp,  when 
he  was  informed  his  son  was  discharged  that  he  did  not  give 
the  Commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  information  of  his 
conduct  respecting  Minard  and  therefore  think  him  not  justi- 
fiable but  guilty  of  a  breach  of  Article  5th.  Section  18th.  of  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war  and  sentence  him  to  be  discharged 
the  service. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  Court 

At  the  same  Court,  George  Ledween  of  Captn.  Vanheers 
corps  was  found  guilty  of  Desertion  in  breach  of  article  1st. 
Section  6th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and  sentenced  to 
receive  one  hundred  Lashes  on  his  naked  back. 

The  General  approves  the  sentence  of  the  Court  but  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recomendation  of  the  Duke  de  Lauzun  and 
Colonel  Dillon  of  the  Legion  of  Lauzun  he  is  pleased  to  remit 
the  punishment  he  will  join  his  corps. 

Before  the  Army  marches  from  this  ground  the  Commander 
in  chief  Orders  it  to  be  signified  to  the  several  corps  which  have 
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been  in  the  field,  that  he  has  been  particularly  satisfied  with 
the  internal  Police  and  order  the  Encampments  as  well  as  the 
perfect  regularity  with  which  every  species  of  duty  has  been 
performed  the  present  Campaign.  The  alacrity  and  dispatch 
the  troops  have  shown  in  procuring  fuel  for  Westpoint  and  its 
dependences  are  extremely  satisfactory  to  him. 

The  honorable  the  secretary  of  war  having  expressed  his  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  splendid  and  soldierlike  appearance  the 
army  exhibited  this  morning  in  passing  in  review  and  perform- 
ing all  the  Manoevres  with  the  gratest  exactness  and  celerity, 
and  having  requested  it  might  be  made  known  to  the  officers 
and  men  that  he  entertains  the  highest  sense  of  their  attention, 
perseverance  and  zeal,  in  making  such  astonishing  proficiency 
in  their  profession  since  he  had  last  the  pleasure  of  seeing  any 
part  of  them  under  arms.  The  Commander  in  chief  directs  the 
Communication  to  be  made  and  at  the  same  time  is  pleased  to 
add,  he  cannot  conceal  the  satisfaction  he  experiances  in  ob- 
serving that  the  last  Grand  Manoevre  that  will  be  performed 
this  Campaign  surpassed  every  other  exhibition  of  the  kind 
that  has  been  made  in  the  American  army.34 

To  EBENEZER  HAZARD 

Head  Quarters,  October  24, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  at  War  has  been  consulted  on  the  subject 
of  your  Letter  and  it  is  concluded  for  the  present  that  the 

MIn  the  Washington  Papers  is  the  "Order  of  Battle  for  the  Manoeuvre  October  24th 
1782,"  in  the  writing  of  Maj.  John  Singer  Dexter. 

On  October  23  Trumbull  wrote  to  Lieut.  Joseph  Shaylor,  of  the  Fourth  Connecti- 
cut Regiment,  who  had  captured  a  British  navy  lieutenant  and  4  seamen  near  Nyack, 
N.  Y.,  and  begged  that  the  officer  might  be  sent  into  New  York  at  once  in  exchange 
for  a  lieutenant  "Brainerd  who  hath  been  a  prisoner  for  a  Long  time  on  board  the 
guard  ship  at  New  York,"  that  Shaylor  should  send  all  his  prisoners  into  New  York 
"takg  Care  to  have  a  Receipt  for  them,  to  be  accounted  for,  with  our  marine  Comry 
of  prisoners."  Trumbull's  draft  and  Shaylor's  letter  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
Lieut.  Joseph  G.  Brainerd  also  belonged  to  the  Fourth  Connecticut  Regiment. 
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Dragoons  shall  continue  to  carry  the  Mail  as  they  have  done  for 
some  time  past. 

The  Head  Quarters  of  the  Army  will  move  in  a  day  or  two 
to  Newburg;  I  desire  therefore  that  the  Mail  may  in  future  be 
sent  by  Morris  Town,  from  thence  by  the  most  direct  road  to 
Colonel  Sewards,  then  thro'  Warwick  and  Chester  to  New- 
burg except  the  Route  thro'  Hackets  town  to  Sussex,  Warwick 
&c.  which  would  be  inconvenient  to  the  People  of  Jersey,  the 
one  now  proposed  is  the  most  direct  and  the  safest  that  can  be 
taken;  it  has  been  proposed  before,  but  has  always  been  op- 
posed by  the  different  Post  Masters  on  account  of  distributing 
their  News  papers.  If  however  it  should  not  be  thought  proper 
now  to  take  that  Route  I  cannot  nor  shall  I  confide  in  the  Post 
for  any  Dispatches  coming  to  or  going  from  Head  Quarters; 
nor  can  the  Dragoons  be  furnished  as  an  Escort.35 

To  COLONEL  SAMUEL  BLATCHLEY  WEBB 

Head  Quarters,  Verplank's  Point,  October  25,  1782. 
Sir:  After  the  right  Wing  of  the  Army  has  marched;  on 
Sunday  the  27th  inst  you  will  remove  the  Camp  of  the  Light 
Corps  to  a  convenient  and  Warm  position  just  in  the  rear  of 
the  Continental  Village,  where  you  will  remain  untill  further 
Orders  continuing  to  do  the  duty  of  the  Lines  and  advanced 
Posts  in  the  following  manner:  One  compleat  Company  to 
mount  at  the  Post  of  Dobbs  Ferry,  One  Company  to  be  divided 
between  the  Block  Houses  of  Ver  Plank's  and  Stoney  Point's, 
and  two  Companies  to  be  kept  constantly  in  your  front  on  this 
side  the  Croton,  these  latter  should  be  continually  removing 
from  place  to  place,  and  keeping  up  Patrols  incessantly  in 
such  manner  as  you  shall  think  best  calculated  to  cover  the 
Country  and  prevent  surprize. 

MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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The  Garrisons  of  Ver  Plank's  and  Stoney  Point  must  be  re- 
lieved before  seven  OClock  on  Sunday  Morng  next,  and  all 
your  detached  Commands  may  hereafter  be  relieved  Weekly. 

You  will  keep  up,  as  far  as  your  situation  will  admit,  a  com- 
munication with  Col  Sheldon  who  commands  at  Bedford,  and 
send  out  Scouts  towards  the  Enemys  Lines  whenever  you  may 
judge  there  is  occasion;  reporting  to  me  every  remarkable  oc- 
currence which  shall  come  to  your  knowledge  and  sending 
all  Deserters  who  may  arrive  at  any  of  your  Posts  to  Head 
Quarters.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Although  there  will  not  be  a  field  officers  Command 
at  Dobbs  Ferry,  yet  the  importance  of  the  Post  renders  it  essen- 
tial, that  the  Major  whose  Battalion  is  on  duty,  should  be  there 
to  superintend  the  general  business  of  that  Post.36 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  October  25,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the 
Copies  of  two  Letters  which  were  written  to  me  by  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  sent  out  in  the  Packet  from  England,  and  have 
just  come  to  my  Hands  by  a  flag  of  Truce  from  N  York;  they 
contain  a  very  pathetic  and  affectionate  Interposition  in  Favor 
of  the  Life  of  Capt  Asgill.37 

I  lose  no  Time  to  forwardg  them  by  a  special  Messenger,  to 
Congress,  without  Observations,  being  persuaded  that  Congress 


30 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

On  October  25  Humphreys  informed  Captain  Von  Heer  that  his  corps  was  to  re- 
main in  its  present  location  "until  the  right  Wing  of  the  Army  has  moved"  after 
which  he  was  to  march  to  Newburgh,  there  to  receive  further  orders.  Humphrey's 
draft  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

37 The  inclosures  were  a  copy  of  Lady  Asgill's  letter  to  Vergennes,  July  18,  1782,  and 
a  translation  of  Vergennes's  letter  to  Washington,  July  29,  1782,  in  the  writing  of 
Hodijah  Baylies.  Another  copy  of  the  first  and  the  original  of  the  last  is  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers. 
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will  not  hesitate  to  give  an  early  and  decisive  Determition 
respecting  the  future  Treatment  of  diat  unfortunate  Young 
Officer;  as  well  as  the  matter  at  large,  which  has  involved  his 
present  Situation. 

The  inclosed  news  paper  contains  all  the  Intelligence  from 
Europe  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  since  the  Arrival  of  the 
Packet  at  N  York.  With  great  Respect,  etc.88 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  October  25, 1782. 

Sir:  My  Intelligence  from  N  York  informs,  that  the  British 
fleet  was  ready  for  Sea,  and  on  the  point  of  Sailing;  in  two  Di- 
visions, some  say  one  Division  will  go  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
the  other  into  Gardners  Bay  to  wait  the  motions  of  the  french 
fleet;  I  cannot  learn  that  any  Troops  are  yet  embarked. 

Some  naval  prisoners,  Come  out  from  N  York,  by  the  Way 
of  Dobb's  Ferry  Yesterday,  inform  that  the  fleet  had  actually 
sailed  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  in  two  Divisions.  By  the 
same  Channel,  I  am  also  informed,  that  it  was  reported  in  N 
York,  that  a  frigate  had  sailed  for  Charlestown  immediately 
on  the  Arrival  of  the  Packet;  said  to  carry  orders  to  prevent  the 
Evacuation  of  that  Place.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.39 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  October  25, 1782. 
Sir:  The  inclosed  Letter,40  which  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  your  Excellency,  was  received  this  Moment  by  a  flag  of 

38 In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  Octo- 
ber 29  and  referred  to  John  Rutledge,  Samuel  Osgood,  Joseph  Montgomery,  Elias 
Boudinot,  and  James  Duanc. 

''"In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

40  A  letter  dated  Oct.  25,  1782,  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Washington  concerning 
payment  for  the  maintenance  of  British  prisoners.  The  original  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 


1782]  BRITISH  SHIP  MOVEMENTS  297 

Truce  from  New  York.  It  was  accompanied  by  one  addressed 
to  me  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  on  the  same  Subject.41 

The  Case  of  Capt  Asgill  having,  before  the  receipt  of  these 
Letters,  been  submitted  to  Congress,  I  have  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  that  Hono  Body,  Copy  of  the  Counts  Letters  to  me, 
and  have  permitted  myself  to  soil  kit  from  them,  an  early  de- 
cision of  his  Fate;  which,  judging  from  my  own  feelings,  I 
persuade  myself  cannot  be  an  unfavorable  one. 

I  send  your  Excellency  a  transcript  of  Intelligence  which  I 
have  this  Day  forwarded  to  the  Marquis  De  Vaudreiu1  With 
the  Highest  Respect  etc.42 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  October  25, 1782. 

Sir :  The  packet  arrived  at  New  York  last  Monday.  Nothing 
has  yet  transpired  but  what  is  contained  in  the  inclosed  Paper. 
I  likewise  inclose  your  Excellency  an  extract  from  the  latest 
intelligence  which  I  have  received  from  New  York,  but  you 
will  observe  that  it  is  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Packet.  Ac- 
counts by  Deserters  confirm  the  intended  division  of  the  British 
Fleet. 

I  beg  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  forward  the  letter  for 
the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  by  the  Chain  of  Expresses,  and  to 
cause  the  packet  for  the  Baron  Viomenil  to  be  delivered  to  him. 

I  wish  you  an  agreeable  march  and  have  the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  Some  Naval  prisoners  who  came  up  in  a  Flag  men- 
tion the  sailing  of  the  whole  of  the  British  Fleet  (except  three 
or  four  Ships)  in  two  divisions,  one  on  Tuesday,  the  other  on 
Wednesday.43 

41  Vergennes's  letter,  dated  July  29,  1782,  related  entirely  to  the  Asgill  case. 
*2In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives, 
Aff.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

13The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  October  25, 1782. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  two  favors  from  you, 
dated  10th.  and  15th.  Octo. 

I  have  had  no  Intelligence  of  Importance  eno'  to  convey  to 
your  Excellency,  until  now :  The  inclosed  is  the  Substance  of 
what  I  have  just  received44  thro'  a  very  good  Channel;  and 
that  part  of  it  respectg  the  Division  of  the  fleet  is  confirmed  by 
the  Acco.  of  two  Deserters,  from  the  St.  Margarita,  who  left 
N  York  on  Tuesday  Morng  last ;  and  add  that  they  were  told 
one  Division  had  gone  down  to  the  Hook  in  order  to  sail  to  the 
West  Indies.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  Just  at  closing  this  Letter  I  am  informed,  that  some 
naval  prisoners,  who  came  to  Dobb's  yesterday,  mention  that 
the  whole  British  fleet  (except  three  or  four  Ships)  had  sailed 
in  two  Divisions;  One  on  Tuesday  and  the  other  on  Wednes- 
day.45 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Friday,  October  25, 1782. 

MORNING  ORDERS 

The  Army  will  march  by  the  left,  by  wings;  the  left  wing 
will  march  at  seven  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  and  the  right 
wing  at  the  same  hour  the  next  day. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  will  give  the  route  and  appoint 
persons  to  conduct  each  State  Line  to  its  ground  or  Quarters. 
The  baggage,  Sick,  and  Invalids  will  move  by  water. 

"Maj.  Benjamin  Tallmadgc's  report  of  October  22.  It  is  in  the  Washington  Papers 
"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 
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The  Light  Infantry,  Sheldons  Legion  and  Vanheers  Dra- 
goons will  receive  particular  instructions  and  the  officers  com- 
manding them  will  apply  at  Head  Quarters  accordingly. 

The  troops  to  be  supplied  with  three  days  provisions  when 
they  march. 

The  General  courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Cortlandt  is 
President  is  desolved. 

Brigadier  General  Huntington 
Colonel  Z.  Butler 

For  the  Day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colonel  Johnston 
Brigade  Major  Cox 
Quarter  Master  Bulkley 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Jersey  and  Rhode  Island  regi- 
ments. 

That  the  present  disposition  of  the  Guards  may  not  interfere 
with  the  approaching  movement  of  the  army  the  Isthmus  pic- 
quet  and  the  picquets  forming  the  Chain  are  to  be  withdrawn 
as  soon  as  may  be  and  from  the  proportion  which  the  first  Jer- 
sey regimt.  furnishes  for  those  duties;  a  picquet  for  the  bridge 
on  the  right  and  another  for  the  bridge  on  the  left  are  to  be 
formed  and  mounted  this  afternoon.  The  several  brigades 
will  at  the  same  time  mount  such  Camp  Guards  as  may  be 
necessary. 

As  it  has  been  reported  to  the  Commander  in  chief  that  Cap- 
tain Strong46  of  the  2d.  Connect,  regimt.  who  commanded  the 
picquet  on  the  left  of  the  Chain  the  23d.  instant  was  very  re- 
miss in  his  duty  and  his  guard  in  bad  order.  He  directs  that  a 
field  officer  from  the  Jersey  one  from  the  York  and  one  from 
the  Connecticut  Lines  will  meet  at  10  o'clock  tomorrow  at  the 
Judge  advocates  Marque  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Cap- 
tain Strong  on  that  occasion  and  report  their  opinion  to  him. 

40Capt.  Caleb  Strong.  He  retired  in  January,  1783. 
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Major  Gibbs,47  Captain  Strong  and  the  parties  concerned  will 
attend. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Plead  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point, 
Saturday,  October  26,  1782. 

Parole .    Countersigns . 

As  soon  as  the  New  Garrison  shall  arrive  at  Westpoint  the 
10th.  Massachusetts  and  2d.  New  York  regiments  will  march 
to  the  Cantonments  of  their  respective  State  lines.  All  the  Artifi- 
cers and  other  draughts  from  the  Line  (except  the  Levies  who 
are  engaged  for  the  Campaign  only)  now  employed  at  the 
Garrison  of  Westpoint  are  also  to  join  their  several  regiments. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  weather  being  wet  and  uncomfortable  and  likely  to 
continue  so;  the  right  will  not  march  tomorrow. 


EVENING  ORDERS 


For  the  day  tomorrow 


Lieutenant  Col.  Huntington 
Major  Graham 
Brigade  Major  Hicks 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st.  New  York  and  4th.  Connecticut 
regiment. 

47Maj.  Caleb  Gibbs. 

On  October  25  (the  date  is  assigned),  Trumbull  wrote  to  Lieut.  Col.  Comdt. 
Calvin  Smith,  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  had 
considered  the  petitions  for  the  restoration  of  Maj.  John  Porter,  of  the  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts Regiment,  who  had  been  dismissed  by  court-martial  for  overstaying  his  leave 
of  absence,  and  that  "the  prayer  thereof  cannot  be  granted,  consistently  widi  military 
Discipline  and  Order."  Trumbull's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (October  25)  Washington  wrote  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  for- 
warding Baron  Steuben's  idea  of  the  formation  of  a  regiment:  "I  agree  with  him  as 
to  the  propriety  of  having  the  number  of  Officers  to  a  Regiment  of  two  Battalions 
which  he  mentions."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers,  as  is  also  the  document 
giving  Steuben's  idea. 
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To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Verplanks  Point,  October  26, 1782. 

Sir:  You  will  remain  with  your  Legion  on  the  Lines  untill 
further  Orders.  While  you  continue  to  do  duty  there,  you  need 
not  keep  a  fixed  position,  but  may  remove  your  Corps  from 
place  to  place,  as  you  may  think  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
obtaining  forage,  coverg  the  Country,  and  securing  yourself 
from  surprise.  It  will  be  expedient  to  keep  up  a  communica- 
tion with  Col  Webb  who  commands  the  Light  Corps;  and 
transmit  to  me  whatever  Intelligence  of  importance  you  may 
obtain  from  the  Enemy. 

The  Chain  of  Dragoons  from  your  Regt  is  to  be  removed 
from  its  present  position  and  posted  on  the  route  from  Fishkill 
thro  Litchfield  to  Hartford.  Whenever  you  shall  receive  Order 
to  march  your  Corps  you  will  proceed  by  the  nearest  and  best 
route  to  Newburgh,  where  you  will  apply  to  Head  Quarters 
for  further  Instructions.  I  am  etc.48 

To  VICE  PRESIDENT  JAMES  POTTER49 

Head  Quarters,  October  26, 1782. 

Sir :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  19th.  instant. 
The  subject,  upon  which  it  is  written,  has  never,  as  you  men- 
tioned, been  referred  to  me  by  Congress;  and  should  it  be,  I 
shall  be  extremely  averse  to  deciding  upon  it,  for  reasons  which 
must  be  obvious  to  you.50 

Some  little  time  ago,  the  Secretary  at  War  made  a  question 
upon  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  Garrison  at  Wyoming. 

48  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

49  Of  Pennsylvania. 

Connecticut's  claim  to  the  Wyoming  country. 
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My  answer  was,  that  it  was  my  wish,  for  the  sake  of  discipline, 
to  have  it  withdrawn :  But  that  it  having  been  placed  there  by 
the  immediate  order  of  Congress,  I  did  not  look  upon  myself  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  it  without  their  express  direction.  The 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  measure  therefore  had  best  be 
discussed  before  that  Honorable  Body.  I  have  the  honor  etc.51 

[H.S.P.] 

*To  JOHN  MITCHELL 

Verplanks  point,  October  27, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  By  Colo.  Walter  Stewart  I  sent  you  fourteen  half 
Joes,  which  appeared  by  the  general  statement  of  our  Acct.  in 
your  letter  of  the  21st  of  Augt.  last  to  be  about  the  Balle.  which 
was  due  to  you;  since  then  I  have  received  your  favr.  of  the 
19th.  of  Septr.  inclosing  an  Acct.  Currt.  by  wch  (allowing 
the  state  Paper  at  1  for  4)  I  am  yet  in  arrears  ,£6.9.3.  which 
sum  shall  be  sent  to  you  by  the  first  safe  conveyance.  I  cannot 
help  informing  you  however  that  the  person  or  persons  of 
whom  you  purchased  the  Paint  and  Oil,  has  imposed  upon  me 
exceedingly,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  following  extracts 
from  Mr.  Lund  Washington's  Letters.  "  The  paint  sent  by  Colo. 
Mitchell  is  a  very  hard  bargain,  and  will  go  but  a  little  way  in 
our  work.  It  is  so  thin  that  it  will  pour  out  of  the  Cask;  in  short 
it  requires  very  little  Oil  to  make  it  of  a  proper  consistency  for 
painting.  Casks  of  the  same  size  which  you  sent  me  from  York 
Town  (Virginia)  would  go  five  times  as  far."  With  respect  to 
the  Oil,  he  says  "One  Tierce  of  the  Oil  which  you  sent  from 
Philadelphia  had  at  least  12  or  15  Galls,  of  water  in  it."  I  have 
no  other  motive  for  communicating  this  matter  to  you,  than 
merely  to  bring  you  acquainted  with  persons  who  are  capable 

81  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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of  such  impositions,  knowing  as  you  do  from  whom  they  were 
purchased.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  you  did  for  the  best,  and 
I  have  a  grateful  sense  of  the  favor  you  conferred  on  me  in 
purchasing  and  forwarding  these  things  to  Baltimore.  My 
complimts.  to  Mrs.  Mitchell.  I  am  etc. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  October  28, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  desired  me  to  acquaint 
you  that  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  Troops  at  their  places 
of  Cantonment,  much  uneasiness  arose  on  hearing  their  Artifi- 
cers were  not  instantly  to  join  them;  alledging  that  they  can- 
not commence  their  hutting  'till  they  get  their  Carpenters  to 
direct  the  Work.  It  is  therefore  the  Generals  wish  that  neither 
they  nor  the  Masons  may  be  detained  one  moment  after  the 
time  agreed  on,  and  that  such  of  them  as  can  possibly  be  spared 
may  even  be  sent  on  before  that  time.  I  am  &c.52 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Monday  October  28, 1782. 

Parole  Peekskill.    Countersigns  Croton,  Crumpond. 

As  it  is  expected  the  troops  will  have  sufficient  time  to  cover 
themselves  commodiously  before  the  setting  in  of  the  winter; 
the  General  directs  that  regularity,  convenience,  and  even  some 
degree  of  elegance  should  be  attended  to  in  the  construction  of 
their  hutts ;  the  plan  and  dementions  of  which  will  be  furnished 
by  the  Quarter  Master  General,  as  soon  as  the  positions  for  the 
several  corps  shall  be  fixed  upon.  Any  huts  that  shall  be  built 
irregularly,  in  violation  of  this  order  will  be  demolished. 

52The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "B[enjamin]  W[alke]r." 
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Colonel  Olney's  regiment  is  to  prepare  to  move  to  Albany. 
The  Colonel  will  apply  to  the  Quartermaster  General  for  the 
means  of  transportation. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Tuesday,  October  29, 1782. 

Parole  Newyork.    Countersigns  Newburgh,  New  Windsor. 

The  troops  are  allowed  to  put  Chimneys  to  their  tents,  and 
make  themselves  comfortable  in  them  'till  their  hutts  can  be 
built. 

The  Quartermaster  General  will  have  all  the  flat  boats  which 
now  are  or  can  easily  be  put  into  repair,  secured  at  some  con- 
venient place  in  Murderers  Creek;  He  is  to  call  upon  the  Adju- 
tant General  for  such  aid  and  such  guards  as  are  necessary  to 
carry  this  order  into  effectual  execution :  The  remaining  boats 
may  be  sent  to  Wappings  creek  and  be  repaired  there. 

All  the  Levies  and  draughts  from  the  Rhode  Island  regiment 
are  to  join  that  corps  near  Newburgh  immediately.  They  will 
bring  their  tents  and  baggage  with  them. 

During  the  present  defused  state  of  the  Quarters  of  the  Gen- 
eral officers  and  heads  of  departments.  Their  daily  attendance 
at  Head  quarters  will  be  dispensed  with. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JEDIDIAH  HUNTINGTON 

Head  Quarters,  October  29, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  His  Excellency  wishes  to  see  you  as  early  tomorrow 
Morning  as  Weather  and  other  circumstances  will  permit.  It 
is  upon  the  business  of  the  reform  of  two  Regiments  of  your 
Line.  You  will  meet  General  Heath  here  upon  the  same  mat- 
ter. The  Commander  in  Chief  is  desirous  of  having  some  Gen- 
eral principles  adopted  upon  the  occasion,  and  if  you  can 
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collect  the  sentiments  of  the  Officers  as  to  the  mode  that  would 
be  most  agreeable,,  you  will  be  pleased  to  come  prepared  with 
them  and  your  own.  I  have  the  honor  etc.53 

To  LORD  STIRLING 

Head  Quarters,  October  30, 1782. 

My  Lord :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Lordships  Letters 
of  the  23rd  and  26th  instant  with  their  Enclosures;  and  am 
much  pleased  to  hear  that  every  thing  is  quiet  in  your  Quarter. 

The  Army  having  seperated  for  its  Winter  Quarters,  the 
principal  part  of  the  Troops  have  removed  to  their  hutting 
Ground  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  N  Windsor.  In  makg 
the  general  Disposition  for  the  Winter,  I  have  judged  best, 
as  the  New  Hampshire  Regiments  have  been  long  absent  from 
the  Army,  that  they  should  be  relieved  from  their  present 
Duty;  for  which  purpose  the  Rhode  Island  Regiment  is  or- 
dered as  soon  as  possible,  to  go  to  Albany.  It  being  probable 
that  the  Frontiers  will  enjoy  their  present  state  of  Quiet,  during 
the  Winter,  this  Regiment  with  the  State  Troops  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  keep  up  the  Idea  of  Defence  and  calm  the  Apprehen- 
sions of  the  People. 

The  particular  Disposition  of  the  Troops,  which  will  remain 
under  your  Comd,  I  shall  leave  to  your  Lordships  Judgment, 
only  wishing  that  Colo  Olneys  Regt.  may  be  kept  in  as  col- 
lected a  State  as  circumstances  will  admit.  I  would  suggest 
whether  Colo  Willets  Command  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the 
Mohawk  River,  and  Colo  Olney  be  sent  to  Saratoga. 

E'3The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "T  Tilghman  A.  D.  C." 
On  October  29  Humphreys  wrote  to  Maj.  John  Singer  Dexter  that  as  the  Rhode 
Island  Regiment  was  ordered  north,  Washington  thought  it  necessary  for  Dexter  to 
precede  it  to  make  provision  for  their  arrival.  "It  is  on  this  account  the  Adjt.  Genl 
will  send  an  Officer  to  relieve  you;  of  which  His  Excellency  directed  me  to  give  you 
Notice."  Humphreys's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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As  the  Troops  which  are  to  come  down  the  River,  will  have 
their  Huts  to  build  after  their  Arrival  on  the  Ground,  your 
Lordship  will  see  the  Necessity  of  their  being  here  as  early  as 
possible.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased,  immediately  on  Re- 
ceipt of  this  Letter,  to  give  your  Orders  that  Arrangements 
may  be  formed,  for  the  two  Regiments  of  N  Hampshire  to  be 
removed  to  Newburg  as  early  as  Circumstances  will  possibly 
admit.  No  time  will  be  lost  in  sendg  Colo  Olneys  Regt.  up 
the  River,  so  that  the  others  may  immediately  be  put  in  Motion 
to  come  down. 

The  Army  being  principally  collected  in  this  Neighbour- 
hood, and  many  General  Officers  being  to  be  accommodated 
with  Quarters,  which  your  Lordship  knows  are  not  plenty  in 
this  Country,  I  have  thought  that  you  will  be  much  more  con- 
veniently lodged  in  Albany  during  the  Winter,  than  here. 
You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  remain  in  your  present  Com- 
mand, which  is  as  respectable  as  could  be  assigned  you,  was 
Your  Lordship  to  repair  to  the  Army.  With  great  Regard  etc.54 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  October  30, 1782. 
Sir:  I  find  myself  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  furnish- 
ing you  with  the  Copy  of  a  Report  made  to  me  yesterday  by 
Major  General  Heath.  In  consequence  of  this  I  am  obliged  to 
call  upon  you  for  your  Reasons  of  absenting  yourself  from  your 
Division  on  the  march  from  Verplanks  Point  to  this  Ground.55 
lam.56 


MThc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

k'Howe  answered  the  same  day.  Illincss  of  himself  and  horse  was  the  main  rea- 
son of  his  absence.  He  thought  that  General  Heath  should  "have  demanded  the 
reasons  of  my  conduct  of  myself  previous  to  his  reporting  me  to  my  General."  Howe's 
letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  COLONEL  CHARLES  ARMAND-TUFFIN 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  October  30,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  recet  of  your  Letter  of  the 
10th  September.  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  the  situation  of 
things  has  been  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  you  to  make 
such  large  advances  to  your  Corps.  The  Zeal  you  have  shewn 
for  the  good  of  the  service,  your  exertion  on  this  and  every 
other  occasion  deserve  my  thanks  and  you  may  be  assured  that 
I  shall  be  happy  in  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to  contribute 
to  the  reputation  of  your  Corps,  whenever  an  opportunity  may 
ofTer. 

In  inclose  you  a  Letter  from  Capt  Segond.  I  will  be  obliged 
to  you  to  acquaint  me  with  the  circumstances  relating  to  that 
affair  that  I  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  his  claim.57 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  October  30,  1782. 

Sir :  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  Congress  that,  the  Objects 
of  the  Campaign  being  at  an  End,  and  it  being  of  Importance 
to  the  Health,  ease  and  comfort  of  the  Troops,  as  well  as  ceco- 
nomical  on  many  Accounts,  that  they  should  be  early  put  into 
Quarters  for  the  Winter,  the  Army  has  removed  from  Ver- 
planks  Point,  and  are  taking  their  Winter  Cantonments. 

The  Connecticut  Troops,  with  2d  and  3d  Regiments  of  Ar- 
tillery, the  Invalids  and  Sappers  and  Miners,  are  destined  to 
West  point;  the  Lines  of  Massachusetts,  N  York  and  New 
Jersey,  are  hutting  in  the  Neighborhood  of  this  place,  and  the 

5,The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 

On  October  30  Washington  wrote  to  Captain  Segond  that  as  soon  as  he  heard  from 
Colonel  Armand  he  would  acquaint  him.  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Rhode  Island  Regiment  is  going  to  Albany,  to  relieve  the  New 
Hampshire  line,  which  will  be  bro't  down  to  this  Cantonment. 
By  Intelligence  this  Day  received  I  am  informed,  that  part 
of  the  British  fleet,  consisting  of  14  Ships  of  the  Line,  1  of  40 
Guns,  7  frigates  and  14  Transports,  sailed  on  the  26th  from 
New  York;  supposed  for  the  West  Indies,  no  mention  is  made 
of  their  takg  on  Board  any  Troops.  The  same  Information 
mentions,  that,  two  Vessels  were  dispatched  for  Charlestown 
immediately  on  the  Arrival  of  the  last  Packet.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.58 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  October  30,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  in 
formg  the  general  Arrangements  of  Winter  Cantonments  for 
the  Army  and  in  Consequence  of  your  Representation;  One 
Regt.  has  been  alloted  to  the  Defence  of  the  Northern  frontiers 
of  this  State.  Colo  Olney  with  the  Rhode  Island  Regiment  is 
Ordered  to  repair  to  Albany  and  the  two  N  Hampshire  Regi- 
ments will  join  the  Army,  who  are  takg  their  Hutting  Ground 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  N  Windsor. 

This  Regiment,  which  is  a  strong  one,  with  the  State  Troops 
under  Colo  Willetts  Command,  I  fancy  will  be  fully  sufficient 
to  keep  up  the  necessary  Defence  of  the  Winter,  and  to  calm 
the  Apprehensions  of  the  Inhabitants. 

My  Lord  Sterling  will  remain  during  the  Winter  in  his 
present  Command.  I  am  &c.r'9 

08In  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

c"Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

On  October  30  Washington  wrote  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudrcuil,  inclosing  copies  of 
General  Forman's  information  of  October  24  and  26  and  forwarded  the  letter  through 
Comtc  de  Rochambeau  under  a  flying  seal  for  his  information.  Drafts  of  these  letters 
arc  in  the  Washington  Papas,  as  is  also  Forman's  intelligence. 

On  this  same  day  (October  30)  Trumbull  wrote  a  certificate  for  Capt.  William 
Popham,  granting  him  permission  to  remain  in  Albany.  Trumbull's  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Wednesday,  October  30, 1782. 

Parole  Canada.    Countersigns  Quebec,  Montreal. 

The  General  having  great  reason  to  believe  that  a  custom 
begins  to  prevail  among  the  Soldiers  of  firing  away  their  amu- 
nition  at  Game  he  therefore  thinks  proper  to  enjoin  it  upon 
the  officers  to  prevent  so  pernicious  a  practice  in  the  begining. 
An  accurate  examination  is  to  be  made  immediately  into  the 
situation  of  the  amunition,  and  a  report  will  be  given  in  on 
Saturday  next  to  the  orderly  office,  of  the  number  and  state  of 
the  Cartridges  now  actually  in  possession  of  each  regiment 
specifying  whether  they  are  perfectly  fit  for  use  or  if  otherwise, 
whether  any  powder  has  been  taken  out  of  them,  or  by  what 
means  they  have  become  unfit  for  service.  Duplicates  of  these 
reports  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Commanding  officers  of 
corps  to  the  Commandant  of  Artillery,  that  the  regiments  may 
account  properly  for  the  Amunition  now  on  hand  before  any 
more  shall  be  drawn. 

The  Inspecter  will  have  an  opertunity  of  comparing  his 
monthly  inspections  of  this  article  with  the  reports  at  the 
Orderly  office. 

It  is  with  sensible  pain  the  General  finds  the  country  cov- 
ered, and  the  Farm  houses  crowded  with  soldiers  who  are 
committing  wanton  instances  of  plunder  and  outrage,  to  the 
great  inconvenience  and  injury  of  the  Inhabitants  as  well  as 
relaxation  of  decipline.  He  expressly  forbids  these  unsoldierly 
practices  and  calls  upon  officers  of  every  rank  and  corps  to  put 
a  stop  to  them  by  causing  prompt  and  exemplary  punishment 
to  be  inflicted  on  the  Guilty. 
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All  regimental  officers  are  to  encamp  and  Hut  with  their 
respective  Corps. 

A  guard  of  a  corporal  and  six  men  from  the  second  Massa- 
chusetts regiment  to  be  sent  immediately  to  the  Contractors 
Magazine  at  Newburgh  to  continue  for  two  days.  Colonel 
Stewart  will  give  them  directions. 

The  court  of  inquiry  held  at  Verplanks  point  Octr.  26th. 
1782,  whereof  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sherman  was  president  to  en- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Captain  Strong  of  the  2d.  Connecti- 
cut regt.  who  commanded  the  Picquet  on  the  left  of  the  Chain 
the  23d.  instant  reported  to  have  been  very  remiss  in  his  duty 
and  his  guard  in  bad  order;  report 

That  having  previously  viewed  the  ground  where  the  guard 
was  posted:  the  rout  by  which  Major  Gibbs  approached  the 
guard  and  the  dispotition  of  the  Sentinels,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  tho  Captain  Strong  may  have  been  in  some  degree  remiss 
and  perhaps  in  a  doze  at  the  instant  the  rounds  came,  yet  con- 
sidering the  whole  of  his  Conduct  while  on  Guard,  visiting  his 
sentinels  &c.  he  was  not  in  such  a  degree  remiss  as  to  render 
necessary  his  being  brought  to  a  Courtmartial. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  honorable  the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
following  act 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  August  7,  1782. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  at  War,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  cause  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  belonging  to 
the  lines  of  the  respective  States,  including  soldiers  prisoners  with  the 
enemy,  to  be  arranged  in  such  manner  as  to  form  complete  regiments 
agreeably  to  the  acts  of  congress  of  the  3  and  21  of  October,  1780,  or  regi- 
ments of  not  less  than  five  hundred  rank  and  file  as  circumstances  and 
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the  good  of  the  service  may  in  his  judgment  require.  That  for  this  pur- 
pose the  junior  regiments  shall  be  draughted  to  fill  the  senior  regiments, 
and  the  surplus,  should  any  remain  after  such  draughts,  shall  be  formed 
into  a  complete  company  or  companys,  as  near  as  may  be  according  to  the 
said  establishment,  with  a  proper  allowance  of  field  officers  to  two  or 
more  companies;  the  said  regiments  and  companies  shall  be  commanded 
by  officers  belonging  to  the  respective  States,  to  which  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  so  arranged  shall  belong. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  commanding  officer  of 
the  southern  army,  directs  the  officers  of  the  line  of  each  State  respectively 
to  meet  together,  and  agree  and  determine  upon  the  officers,  who  shall 
remain  in  service  to  command  the  troops  arranged  as  aforesaid;  provided 
that  where  it  cannot  be  done  by  voluntary  agreement,  the  junior  officers 
of  each  grade  shall  retire  so  as  to  leave  compleat  corps  of  officers  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  men,  and  to  be  adjusted  upon  the  principles  of 
the  acts  of  the  3  and  21  of  October  1780,  and  the  5th  resolution  of  the  act 
passed  the  23  day  of  April,  1782. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  commanding  officer  of 
the  southern  army,  as  soon  as  the  said  arrangement  shall  have  taken 
place,  transmit  to  Congress  a  list  of  officers  whom  they  may  deem  proper 
to  be  employed  in  the  several  staff  departments  and  other  necessary  duties 
in  the  army,  to  be  taken  from  the  list  of  retiring  officers  and  upon  being 
approved  of  by  Congress,  and  accepting  such  appointments,  such  officers 
shall  retain  their  rank  in  the  army  with  the  pay  and  emouliments  therto 
annexed. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  retiring  under  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
and  not  employed  in  the  staff  departments  as  aforesaid,  shall,  until  called 
into  service  with  their  proper  command,  be  entitled  to  all  the  emoule- 
ments  to  which  the  officers  are  entitled,  who  retired  under  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  3d  and  21  of  October,  1780;  that  the  said  officers  shall  retain 
their  rank  in  the  army,  and  be  called  into  the  service,  from  time  to  time, 
according  to  seniority,  in  case  of  deficiencies  of  officers,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  in  arranging  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  army,  each  State  shall  be  credited  for  all  the  men,  except 
deserters  and  such  as  may  have  died,  who  shall  have  been  duly  mus- 
tered to  serve  during  the  war,  or  for  three  years,  in  compliance  with  the 
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requisitions  of  Congress  of  the  3d  day  of  October,  1780,  or  the  10th  of 
December,  1781. 

Resolved,  That  the  preceding  arrangement  shall  take  effect  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1783,  and  that  copies  thereof  be  immediately  transmitted 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  respective 
States. 

The  honorable  the  Secretary  at  War  has  given  the  following 
explanation  of  the  4th.  resolve  of  the  above  act,  that  the  de- 
ranged officers  are  not  to  be  called  into  service  in  order  to  fill 
vacancies  which  may  happen  in  the  regimts.  which  remain  in 
service :  But  that  should  the  States  to  which  they  belong  here- 
after augment  the  number  of  their  regiments  the  deranged  offi- 
cers shall  in  that  case  have  a  preferance  in  officering  such  regi- 
ments. It  is  to  be  considered  and  acted  upon  accordingly.  And 
he  has  thought  proper  for  the  present  only  to  extend  the  oper- 
ation of  the  above  act,  in  the  Northern  army  to  the  Lines  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut;  the  first  of  which  is  to  be  re- 
duced to  eight  regiments  of  five  hundred  rank  and  file  each  or 
as  near  as  may  be  to  that  number,  and  the  last  to  three  regi- 
ments consisting  of  the  like  number  officerd  as  follows 

Three  field  officers,  Nine  captains,  Nineteen  subalterns,  One 
surgeon  and  One  Mate  to  each  regiment. 

The  reason  why  the  foregoing  act  does  not  at  present  operate 
upon  the  Lines  of  New  Jersey,  New  york,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Newhampshire  are  That  the  Line  of  Newyork  already  forms 
two  regimts.  of  five  hundred  rank  and  file  each. 

The  others  are  so  near  that  number  that  it  is  hoped  their  re- 
spective States  which  are  pressingly  called  upon  to  fill  them  up 
will  do  it.  The  reform  of  them  is  therefore  suspended  untill 
the  further  pleasure  of  congress  be  known. 

All  regimental  Promotions  in  the  Lines  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut  are  to  be  considered  as  compleated  up  to  this 
day. 
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Major  General  Heath  and  Brigr.  Genl.  Huntington  will  be 
pleased  to  cause  the  reform  of  their  respective  Lines  agreably 
to  the  second  resolve  of  the  before  recited  act  to  be  carried  into 
execution  by  monday  next,  and  make  report  to  the  Com- 
mander in  chief. 

The  deranged  officers  will  be  at  liberty  to  retire  immediately 
if  they  think  proper:  they  will  never  the  less  be  considered  as 
entitled  to  full  pay  and  subsistance  up  to  the  first  of  January 
next  and  to  prevent  irregularity  or  confusion,  in  the  Musters 
they  are  to  be  borne  upon  the  rolls  of  the  first  regiment  of  each 
line  untill  that  time. 

ToJOHNMOYLAN 

Head  Quarters,  October  31, 1782. 

Sir:  I  reed  Mr.  Howells60  of  the  15th.  and  am  glad  to  hear 
that  the  Shirts  are  in  so  good  train.  They  are  so  exceedingly 
wanted  that  I  wish  to  have  them  forwarded  as  fast  as  they  are 
made  up.  Many  Soldiers  have  not  a  single  one.  And  the  same 
may  be  done  with  the  Woolen  Overalls  and  every  other  Article 
which  is  to  come  here.  The  advanced  Season  requires  the  ut- 
most dispatch.  The  Secretary  at  War  agreed  to  furnish  imme- 
diately thirty  Watch  Coats  to  a  Regiment.  If  he  has  not  given 
orders  for  them  I  would  wish  you  to  remind  him.  And  pray 
do  not  lose  sight  of  the  Contract  for  shoes. 

The  Coats  of  most  part  of  the  Army  are  yet  exceedingly 
good,  and  if  thread  can  be  furnished  to  mend  them  this  Win- 
ter, they  will  still  be  serviceable  in  the  Spring.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  and  send  up 
Thread.  I  am  etc.61 


'Jacob  S.  Howell,  Deputy  Clothier  General. 
'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  October  31, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  As  the  Contracts  for  the  ensuing  Year  will  shortly 
be  made,  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  several  matters  which 
appear  to  me  necessary  either  to  be  inserted  in  the  Body  of  the 
Contracts  themselves,  or  to  be  provided  for  by  special  stipula- 
tions with  the  Contractors. 

Under  the  former  arrangement,  If  the  contractors  made  an 
offer  of  provisions  which  should  be  deemed  intirely  bad  or  not 
of  so  good  a  quality  as  they  ought  to  be,  there  was  a  right  of 
rejection,  and  of  purchase  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Army. 
The  following  inconvenience  will  ever  attend  this  mode;  Tho' 
the  provision  should  be  found  of  inferior  Quality  yet  rather 
than  let  the  Troops  go  without,  it  will  be  received  and  Vouch- 
ers passed  for  it,  as  good,  for  the  Inspector  will  find  it  impos- 
sible to  purchase  at  a  moments  warning,  the  supplies  of  one  or 
two  days.  And  the  Contractor,  if  he  is  a  designing  Man,  (and 
such  we  have  had  to  deal  with)  will  find  it  to  his  advantage  to 
keep  on  hand  Articles  of  inferior  price  and  Quality,  finding  he 
can  get  them  of!  at  full  price.  This  I  conceive  may  be  remedied 
in  the  following  Manner;  The  Inspector,  upon  complaint,  to 
be  the  Judge  of  Quality ;  If  he  finds  the  provision  not  unwhole- 
some, he  may  order  it  to  be  issued,  but  at  under  price.  The  de- 
ficiency either  to  be  made  up  by  giving  a  due  Bill  for  it,  or  an 
addition  in  some  other  Article.  This  would  make  it  the  inter- 
est of  the  contractor  to  keep  a  supply  of  good  and  wholesome 
Articles. 

In  the  Contract  for  Garrisons  a  certain  quantity  of  salt  pro- 
vision is  specified;  but  in  that  for  the  moving  Army,  it  is 
optional  in  the  Contractor  to  furnish  it  or  not.  There  are  many 
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occasions  upon  which  salt  provisions  are  most  essentially  nec- 
essary. An  opportunity  of  striking  a  post  might  present  itself 
if  a  Body  of  Men  could  march  suddenly  with  three  or  four 
days  provision.  Salt  Meat  will  only  answer  the  purpose  in 
warm  weather;  and  in  the  course  of  the  War,  many  advan- 
tages have  been  lost  merely  for  want  of  this  Article.  I  would 
therefore  wish  that  the  Contractors  might  be  obligated  to  keep 
a  Magazine  of  at  least  200  Barrels  of  Salt  Meat  in  the  Vicinity 
of  the  Moving  Army;  as  much  more  as  they  please. 

Hard  Bread  is  another  Article  often  wanted  for  the  purposes 
before  enumerated.  An  agreement  for  a  certain  quantity  of 
that  would  be  found  advantageous.  As  the  Contractors  will 
have  Ovens  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Army,  The  necessary  Quan- 
tity might  from  time  to  time  be  demanded  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief  or  Commanding  Genl.  not  more  at  a  time  than  150  or 
200  Barrels. 

Were  we  always  certain  of  having  Men  of  honor  and  of  lib- 
eral principles  in  the  Contracts  there  would  not  be  so  much 
need  of  the  foregoing  and  many  other  Guards;  But  we  have 
experienced  so  many  inconveniencies  from  a  Man  of  contrary 
conduct62  that  too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  in  future.  I  have 
the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  In  ascertaining  the  prices  of  the  component  parts  of  a 
Ration  care  should  be  taken  that  a  less  value  is  not  put  upon  the 
smaller  species  than  they  can  be  really  purchased  for,  otherwise 
the  Contractor  will  find  it  his  interest  to  give  the  troops  due 
Bills  for  these  Articles,  instead  of  the  Articles  themselves, 
which  would  be  a  grievance,  and  a  heavy  one.  I  wish  a  particu- 
lar attention  might  be  paid  to  the  Article  of  Vinegar.63 

62 Comfort  Sands. 

03  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  MOSES  HAZEN 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  1, 1782. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  halt  the  Regiment  under  your 
Command  at  Pompton,  as  near  the  House  called  the  Yellow 
House  (Curtis's)  as  may  be  convenient. 

You  will  detach  a  Captain  with  50  Men  to  the  Block  House 
in  the  Clove,  a  little  beyond  Sufferans,  and  give  him  Orders  to 
releive  the  Party  now  there,  who  are  to  join  their  Regt.  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  releiving  Officer  will  take  Directions  for  his 
Duty  from  the  Officer  relieved. 

By  Return  of  the  Bearer,  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  a  Re- 
port of  the  Strength  of  your  Regt.  and  your  proceedings.  I 
am  &c.64 

To  MAJOR  THOMAS  LANSDALE 

Head  Quarters,  November  1, 1782. 

Sir :  Instead  of  halting  your  Detachment  at  Pompton,  as  di- 
rected in  my  Orders  of  the  21st  of  October,  you  will  continue 
their  march  towards  the  North  River,  until  you  come  within 
three  or  four  Miles  of  N  Windsor,  where  you  will  receive  or- 
ders to  move  to  your  hutting  ground. 

Should  you  have  relieved  the  Block  House  at  the  Clove,  with 
a  detachment  of  your  Men,  and  Genl  Hazens  Regt.  should  not 
be  arrived,  you  will  proceed  on  your  Route,  leaving  that  De- 
tachment with  Orders  to  follow  you,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be 
relieved  by  a  Party  from  Hazen's.  I  am  etc.04 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr. 

On  November  i  Humphreys  wrote  to  Capt.  John  Pray,  that  "  I  have  his  Excellency's 
direction  to  give  Orders  on  the  Clothier  at  this  place  to  deliver  Caps  and  Mittens  for 
the  Men  under  your  Command,  agreeable  to  your  Return,  if  any  are  in  store.  I  wish 
you  still  to  persist  in  using  every  Means  in  your  power  to  obtain  the  most  Authentic 
Intelligence  of  the  State  of  the  Enemy,  particulary  what  their  exact  strength  and  situ- 
ation are,  on  the  North  End  of  York  Island."  Humphreys's  draft  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Saturday,  November  2, 1782. 

Parole  Dorchester.    Countersigns  Essex,  Falmouth. 

The  Commander  in  chief  requests  the  officers  to  be  very  at- 
tentive in  seeing  that  the  tops  of  the  Chimneys  are  carried 
above  the  tents,  to  prevent  their  being  scorched  by  the  heat  or 
fired  by  the  Sparks. 

There  being  a  necessity  for  keeping  the  Light  Companies  of 
the  Army  advanced,  the  regiments  to  which  they  belong  are  to 
make  provision  for  building  hutts  for  them. 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  3,  1782. 

Sir :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  30th.  ulto. 
from  Hartford.  In  my  last  I  informed  your  Excellency  that  14 
ships  of  the  Line  and  7  Frigates  had  sailed  the  26th.  ulto  from 
New  York.  I  have  not  yet  heard  whether  the  remainder  have 
sailed;  neither  have  I  received  any  intelligence  respecting  the 
evacuation  of  Charlestown.  Your  Excellency  may  be  assured 
I  shall  give  you  instant  information  when  I  do. 

The  September  Packet  has  arrived  at  New  York;  nothing 
more  has  transpired  than  what  is  contained  in  the  inclosed 
papers. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  committing  a  number  of  letters  to  your 
Excellency's  care;  among  them  one  for  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil,65  which  I  beg  you  to  forward  to  him.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.66 


^  Washington's  letter  to  Vaudreuil  was  dated  November  5  and  merely  inclosed  a 
copy  of  die  intelligence  received  from  Major  Tallmadge  on  November  3.  This  draft 
and  the  original  of  Tallmadge's  letter  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

66  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  the  original  in  the  Rochambeau  Papers 
in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Monday,  November  4, 1782. 
Parole  Kingston.    Countersigns  Leeds,  Maiden. 
The  Jersey  Brigade  will  be  mustered  for  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber the  5th;  the  York  line  the  6th;  the  first  Massacht.  the  7th; 
the  second  the  8th  and  the  3d  Brigade  the  9th  inst. 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  SIM  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  5,  1782. 
Sir:  I  must  request  your  Excellency  to  make  it  a  Rule  in 
future,  when  persons  apply  for  Liberty  to  go  to  or  within  the 
Enemy's  Lines,  to  insert  in  your  passports  that  they  shall  repair 
to  Dobbs's  Ferry,  which  is  the  only  post  from  whence  Flags  are 
sent,  or  at  which  they  are  received.  This  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  prevent  that  illegal  Intercourse  and  Traffic,  which  are  now 
carried  to  so  great  a  Height.  I  am  induced  to  mention  this  to 
your  Excellency,  because  Mr.  Buchanon,  who  lately  obtained 
a  passport  from  the  Executive  of  the  State,  came  first  to  Dobbs's 
Ferry  and  waited  a  Day  or  two.  He  went  from  thence  to  Eliza, 
town  or  some  place  in  that  Neighborhood,  and  then  passed  to 
New  York  by  some  Conveyance  not  properly  authorized,  and 
came  out  the  same  Way.  I  do  not  mean  to  charge  Mr.  Bu- 
chanon with  any  sinister  Intention  in  going  in  the  Manner 
above  mentioned.  It  might  have  proceeded  from  Inadvertence 
or  Ignorance.  But  if  Dobbs's  Ferry  is  particularly  specified  in 
the  passports,  the  persons,  who  infringe  them,  cannot  make 
use  of  either  of  the  foregoing  pleas  to  justify  themselves.  I 
have  the  Honor  etc.67  [  md.  h.  s.  ] 


07In  the  writing  of  Hodijah  Baylies.  The  same  letter  was  written  to  President  Dick- 
inson, of  Pennsylvania;  the  person  who  ignored  the  regulation  in  this  case  being  a  Mr. 
Craig. 
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*To  JOHN  MITCHELL 

Newburgh,  November  5,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  By  Doctr  Craik  I  send  you  four  half  Joes,  ,£6.9.3 
of  which  appears  to  be  the  Balle.  due  you,  allowing  the  Pensa. 
State  Paper  (in  yr.  hands)  at  one  for  four. 

I  pray  you  to  get  me  made  by  the  measure  inclosed  a  pair  of 
the  neatest  and  best  Leadier  Breeches.  I  know  not  at  this  time 
who  is  esteemed  the  most  celebrated  Workman,  or  I  would  not 
trouble  you  in  so  trifling  a  matter.  Formerly  there  used  to  be  a 
skin  called  I  think,  the  Carrabous,  of  which  very  neat  Breeches 
were  made;  whether  they  are  yet  to  be  had  I  know  not,  nor  do 
I  know  the  price  of  Leather  Breeches  at  this  day,  but  if  the 
money  sent  is  insufficient  the  deficiency  shall  be  paid  on  demd. 

I  would  beg  to  have  them  sent  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
I  shall  thank  you  for  reiterating  my  request  that  they  may  be 
made  roomy  in  the  seat  and  not  tight  in  the  thigh.  They  gen- 
erally make  them  so  strait  that  it  is  with  difficulty  they  can  be 
drawn  on,  to  which  I  have  an  utter  aversion,  the  measure  gives 
the  size  I  would  have  them,  not  what  they  can  be  brought  to 
by  stretching.  My  Complimts.  to  Mrs.  Mitchell.  I  am  etc. 

[N.Y.  H.S.J 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Tuesday,  November  5, 1782. 
Parole  Newark.    Countersigns  Oxford,  Plymouth. 
A  Sub,  serjeant,  corporal,  drummer  and  fifer  and  twenty 
four  privates  from  the  1st  Jersey  regiment  to  parade  at  Ellis's 
Wharf,  New  Windsor,  at  eleven  o'clock  on  thursday,  the  7th. 
instant  to  conduct  Prisoners  of  war  to  Philadelphia. 

The  officer  commanding  will  receive  his  instructions  from 
the  Adjutant  General. 
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That  part  of  the  Connecticut  line  encamped  on  the  east  side 
the  river  are  to  consider  themselves  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  Major  General  Knox  untill  further  orders. 

Four  men  from  the  ioth.  Massachusetts  regiment  to  assist 
Major  Rochfontaine  in  surveying  the  environs  of  die  Camp; 
they  will  be  sent  to  the  Adjutant  generals  quarters  tomorrow 
morning  at  8  o'clock. 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  November  6, 1782. 

Sir:  Your  Excellencys  favor  of  the  25th.  ulto.  only  reached 
me  yesterday.  The  Treasurer  of  the  French  Army68  has  remit- 
ted 537  dollars  to  our  Quarter  Master  General  according  to  your 
direction. 

The  principal  Channel,  by  which  I  have  gained  certain  in- 
formation of  the  motions  of  the  enemy's  Fleet,  has  been  thro' 
General  Forman  of  Monmouth  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
and  before  I  call  upon  him  for  the  account  of  the  expences 
which  have  been  incurred  in  procuring  and  forwarding  his  in- 
telligences, I  would  wish  to  know,  whether  your  Excellency 
would  have  him  discharge  those  persons  who  are  in  his  em- 
ploy, or  keep  them  in  pay  untill  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  shall 
have  sailed  from  Boston.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
observe,  that  the  actual  procurance  of  the  intelligence  will  be 
much  the  least  part  of  the  expence  to  you,  as  the  means,  which 
I  constantly  employ  for  that  purpose,  have  generally  furnished 
me  with  such  as  you  desired  to  be  informed  of;  keeping  up  the 
communication  with  Mr.  de  Vaudreuil  has  been  and  will  be 
the  heaviest  charge. 

There  is  no  such  Corps  in  America  as  the  75th.  Regt.  of 
Grenadiers;  nor  even  the  75th.  Regt.  of  Foot. 

""Cesar  Louis  dc  Baulny,  principal  treasurer  of  the  French  Army  in  America. 
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As  I  informed  your  Excellency  on  the  25th.  ulto.  that  a  Di- 
vision of  the  British  Fleet  had  fallen  down,  I  did  not  again 
advise  you  that  this  division  consisted  of  14  Sail  of  the  Line,  7 
Frigates  and  ten  or  twelve  Transports:  But  I  forwarded  the 
advice  to  the  Admiral. 

Inclosed  is  the  substance  of  the  latest  intelligence  which  I 
have  received  from  New  York. 

The  letters  which  your  Excellency  committed  to  my  care 
a  few  days  ago  were  immediately  forwarded.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.69 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  November  6,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letters  of  the  28th.  and 
30th.  ulto.  with  the  several  inclosures  referred  to  in  them. 

I  can  not  without  the  positive  direction  of  Congress  for  the 
reasons  below  withdraw  the  Garrison  from  the  post  at  Wyo- 
ming, notwithstanding  the  keeping  it  up,  is  of  material  injury 
to  the  discipline  of  the  troops  stationed  there.  Upon  a  bare  ap- 
prehension of  such  a  matter,  I  received  a  warm  remonstrance 
from  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth,  that  if  the 
Garrison  should  be  withdrawn  while  the  dispute  between  them 
and  Connecticut  was  in  agitation,  The  setlers  from  Connecticut 
would  seize  the  post,  and  hold  the  Country  altho'  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Referrees  should  be  against  them.  You  see  from 
this,  the  impropriety  of  my  taking  upon  myself  the  decision  of 
holding  or  abandoning  the  Post. 

I  am  truly  anxious,  both  for  public  and  private  reasons,  to 
have  a  final  settlement  of  Asgills  affair.  The  interference  of 
the  Court  of  France,  must,  I  think/bring  it  to  a  speedy  issue. 

69  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives,  Aff. 
Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  Supl.  v.  4. 
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As  the  Resolve  of  the  30th.  of  October,  founded  upon  the 
representation  of  the  Minister  of  France  respecting  the  supply 
of  provisions  which  goes  to  New  York  from  New  Jersey,  di- 
rects me  to  take  "  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  suppress  the 
said  pernicious,  clandestine  commerce,"  I  think  myself  bound 
to  make  the  following  remark :  That  the  allotment  of  the  whole 
Continental  Army  to  that  duty  would  not  prevent  the  practice. 
It  will  never  be  checked  unless  the  States  contiguous  to  New 
York  will  pass  laws  making  such  commerce  punishable  with 
death  upon  conviction.  It  is  what  all  other  Nations  at  War  do, 
and  I  have  repeatedly  recommended  such  a  measure  to  Con- 
gress and  they  I  believe  to  the  States,  but  without  effect.  I  shall 
however  continue,  as  I  have  ever  done,  to  discountenance  it  by 
every  mean  in  my  power,  especially  between  the  Sound  and  the 
North  River,  where  the  parties  which  attend  to  the  motions  of 
the  enemy,  prevent  intercourse;  but  to  guard  the  extensive 
Frontier  of  New  Jersey  is  out  of  my  power. 

Small  Guards  are  not  only  subject  to  be  cut  off,  but  the  Cen- 
tinels  are  liable  to  be  bribed  by  individuals  concerned  in  the 
traffic,  as  I  have  too  much  reason  to  believe  has  somtimes  been 
the  case. 

I  inclose  you  an  extract  from  the  General  Orders  of  the  30th. 
ulto.  containing  the  explanation  which  you  authorized  me  to 
give  of  the  4th.  Resolve  of  the  Act  of  the  7th.  of  Augt.  This  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  quiet  not  only  the  Officers  remaining  in 
service,  but  those  who  retire.  A  new  Resolve  will  be  necessary 
to  confirm  the  explanation  as  it  now  stands,  and  the  sooner  it 
is  done  the  better;  I  am  in  hopes  the  reform  of  the  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  Lines  will  be  effected  without  difficulty. 

If  it  should  be  determined  to  change  the  facings  of  the  whole 
Army  to  Red,  will  it  not  be  best,  to  signify  the  same  as  soon  as 
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possible,  That  the  Officers  may  make  their  arrangements  ac- 
cordingly. I  would  be  glad  to  know  what  are  our  prospects  of 
Uniform  Cloathing  for  the  next  Campaign  and  if  the  mate- 
rials are  on  hand,  whether  any  steps  are  taking  for  making 
them  up.  The  Coats  of  some  Corps  will  be  intirely  worn  out  in 
the  course  of  the  Winter,  and  none  will  be  fit  for  service  at  the 
time  which  the  Army  may  be  expected  to  take  the  field. 

A  Mr.  McDonald  a  Volunteer  of  the  76th.  RegL,  has  come 
on  to  Dobbs's  ferry  from  Lancaster,  with  General  Hazens  Pass 
only.  He  is  detained  until  it  is  known  whether  you  are  con- 
sulted in  the  matter  and  whether  you  approve  of  his  going  into 
New  York.  I  have  the  honor  etc.70 


To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ALEXANDER  McDOUGALL 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November,  6,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Being  about  to  make  a  general  disposition  for  the 
command  of  the  Army  during  the  Winter,  and  having  it  now 
in  my  power  to  place  a  Division  of  Troops  in  this  Cantonment 
under  your  Orders;  I  must  request  to  be  informed  by  you,  as 
soon  as  possible,  whether  your  state  of  Health  will  enable  you 
to  accept  that  Command,  or  not. 

At  the  same  time,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  you  a  command 
suitable  to  your  rank,  I  think  it  proper  also  to  inform  you,  that 
the  situation  of  the  service  will,  in  case  your  health  requires 
your  being  absent  to  reestablish  it,  admit  of  that  indulgence 
without  essential  injury;  so  that  my  only  wish  is,  that  in  mak- 
ing your  option,  you  may  act  perfectly  agreable  to  your  own 
inclinations.  I  am  etc.71 


TOThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  November  8, 1782. 
Sir:  As  die  4th.  Connect.  Regt.,  under  the  expectation  of  be- 
ing soon  drafted  into  the  other  Regts,  is  not  now  employed  in 
hutting,  or  any  odier  public  duties;  it  is  my  wish,  that  this 
Corps  may  be  occupied  in  cutting  and  laying  in  Wood  for  the 
Hospital  on  the  east  side  of  the  River.  The  importance  of  this 
business  is  so  great  and  so  obvious,  that  I  scarcely  need  express 
the  earnestness  of  my  desire,  that  the  Troops  abovementioned 
may  be  effectually  employed  in  it,  untill  the  Arrangement 
finally  takes  place,  or  untill  they  shall  become  essentially  neces- 
sary for  other  purposes.  I  am  etc.72  [ms.h.s.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Friday,  November  8, 1782. 

Parole  Xerxes.    Countersigns  Yarmouth,  Zeland. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  Jersey  brigade. 

The  Quarter  Master  general  having  represented  his  inability 
to  procure  forage  during  die  Winter  for  the  whole  number  of 
horses  allowed  to  die  General  and  other  officers  of  the  Line 
and  Staff  who  remain  with  the  troops  in  the  New  Windsor 
Cantonments,  has  proposed  to  supply  in  the  following  propor- 
tion, which  has  been  approved  by  the  Commander  in  Chief: 
To  a  Major  Genl.  Rations  for  three  horses;  each  of  his  Aides,  1. 
Brigr.  and  Adjutant  Genl.,  3.  Brigr.  General,  2,  His  aid,  1.  In- 
spector of  the  Northern  army  and  Assistant  Inspector,  each  2. 
As  they  will  have  to  visit  and  Muster  Detachts.  Each  field 
officer,  1.  Captain  of  Engineers,  1.  Brigade  Major,  1.  Brigade 
Qr.  Master,  1.  Regimental  Pay  Master,  1.  Assistant  of  Adjt. 
General  etc,  1.  Geographer  and  Assistt.  together,  1.  Judge 

''In  die  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Advocate,  i.  Director  of  Hospitab,2;  each  hospital  Physician,  i. 
Apothecary,  i.  Purveyor  or  Steward,  i.  Chaplain,  I.  Com- 
missary of  Prisoners,  2.  His  business  often  requiring  his  ab- 
sence. Quarter  Master  Genl.,  2.  Each  of  his  Assistants,  1. 
Commissary  of  forage,  2;  each  of  his  Assistants  who  are  em- 
ployed riding  in  the  country,  1.  Waggon  Master  Genl.,  2; 
Each  of  his  assistance  employed  on  duty  of  riding,  1. 

It  will  be  optional  in  those  who  are  entitled  to  keep  a  greater 
number  of  horses  than  are  allowed  in  the  foregoing,  to  deliver 
up  the  surplus  to  the  Quarter  Master  General  who  will  send 
them  to  some  distance  from  Camp  and  keep  them  at  public  ex- 
pence,  or  they  may  keep  them  at  their  own  charge  and  he  will 
pay  them  the  amount  of  the  rations  which  such  horses  would 
have  drawn  had  they  remained  with  the  army. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  November  8, 1782. 
Sir:  By  the  enclosed  you  will  become  as  well  acquainted  with 
the  case  therein  referred  to,  as  I  am.73  You  will  be  pleased  to 
take  up  the  matter  in  question,  have  a  fair  investigation  made 
into  the  Merits  of  it,  and  cause  justice  to  be  done  to  the  Indi- 
vidual concerned,  as  well  as  the  Public:  I  am  etc.74       [ms.h.s.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Saturday,  November  9, 1782. 
Parole  Andover.    Countersigns  Bath,  Cambridge. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  1st.  Newyork  regiment. 


"This  case  was  probably  that  of  Luther  Pamela,  of  Baldwin's  Artificer  regiment, 
who  claimed  a  discharge  after  3  years'  service,  according  to  a  promise  of  the  enlisting 
officer.  Pamela  was  a  harnessmaker  whose  services  were  much  needed. 

14  In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Brigadier  General  Patterson,  Cols.  Greaton  and  Shepard,  will 
be  pleased  to  meet  at  General  Pattersons  Marque  tomorrow 
morning  at  10  o'clock  in  order  to  settle  a  dispute  of  rank  be- 
tween Ensigns  Sawyer75  and  Frie7G  of  the  Massachusetts  Line. 
They  will  report  their  opinion  to  the  Commander  in  chief: 
the  parties  with  their  Witnesses  will  attend.  The  Board  will 
make  particular  enquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Sawyers 
allegation  of  Mr.  Frie's  having  taken  a  bounty  as  a  Continen- 
tal soldier  after  the  date  of  his  appointment  as  an  Ensign,  and 
report  as  above. 

The  Army  in  Quarters  will  be  commanded  as  follows:  "The 
Cantonment  in  the  vicinity  of  Newburgh  will  be  under  the  or- 
ders of  Major  General  Gates. 

Major  General  St.  Clair  will  command  the  Troops  of  Mary- 
lang,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  New  Hamshire. 

Major  General  Howe  those  of  Massachusetts. 

Major  General  Lord  Sterling  will  command  the  Continen- 
tal and  State  Troops  at  and  above  Albany  on  the  Hudson  and 
Mohawk  rivers. 

Major  General  Knox  will  command  the  Garrison  of  West 
Point  including  the  works  on  both  sides  of  the  river  in  that 
vicinity  and  the  Connecticut  troops  advanced  of  them." 

As  the  duty  upon  the  Lines  and  at  Verplanks  and  Stoney 
points  and  Dobbs  ferry  will  be  done  by  rotine  by  troops  from 
the  Cantonment  of  Newburg  after  the  Light  Infantry  are 
withdrawn,  the  releived  officer  will  always  make  his  report  to 
the  Commander  in  chief  of  all  occurrences  which  happen  dur- 
ing his  tour  of  duty  and  of  the  state  of  the  Amunition  and 

75  Ensign  James  Sawyer,  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  June,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1784. 

"Ensign  Frederick  Frye  (Frie),  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  served  to 
November,  1783. 
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stores  in  those  posts.  But  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  ad- 
vanced troops  and  those  commanding  either  of  the  three  posts 
below  will  make  it  an  invariable  rule  to  communicate  with  the 
greatest  dispatch  any  information  they  may  receive  of  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  or  intelligence  of  designs  which  may  affect 
the  posts  of  West  Point  or  its  dependencies  to  Major  General 
Knox  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Westpoint. 

This  is  to  be  considered  as  a  standing  order  while  the  Army 
remains  in  its  present  position. 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  EBENEZER  GRAY 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  10, 1782. 
Sir:  In  giving  permission  of  absence  to  Officers  for  the  recov- 
ery of  their  health,  I  have  supposed  the  experiment  of  change 
of  air  and  diet  might  be  made  in  a  few  Weeks  as  well  as  in  any 
length  of  time;  I  must  therefore  consider  the  indulgence  given 
to  you  for  the  purpose,  as  limited  to  eight  Weeks  from  the  date 
hereof,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  I  shall  expect  you  will 
return  to  the  Army."  I  am  etc.78 

To  COLONEL  SAMUEL  BLATCHLEY  WEBB 

Head  Quarters,  November  10, 1782. 
Sir:  As  there  has  been  no  official  Report  made  to  me  of  the 
Arrangement  of  the  Connecticut  Line,  I  cannot  interfere  in 
the  matter;  nor  [would  I  choose]  to  make  alterations  in  it  [be- 
fore the  first  day  of  Jany  (when  it  is  to  become  final)  ]  if  there 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  some  deviation  from  the  principles 

"At  this  point  the  following  is  crossed  off  in  the  draft:  "where,  I  hope  proper  Hos- 
pitals will  by  that  time  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  those  who  are  unfit  for  duty." 
78 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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contained  in  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  August  [or 
injurious  to  the  public  Interest.]  The  good  of  Service,  I  hoped, 
would  have  been  the  governing  principle  in  arranging  the 
Officers;  and  I  cannot  but  flatter  myself,  the  agreements 
among  the  several  grades  of  Officers  may  yet  be  rendered  sub- 
servient to  that  end. 

As  soon  as  Colo.  Jackson  shall  be  able  to  join  the  Light 
Corps  (which  it  is  expected  will  be  the  case  in  a  few  days)  I 
shall  have  no  objections  to  your  attending  to  the  particular 
interests  of  your  Regt.  in  the  line.  I  am  etc.79 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Sunday,  November  10, 1782. 

Parole  Deal.    Countersigns  Exeter,  Farmingham. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Newyork  regiment. 

One  active  trusty  man  from  each  regiment  in  this  Canton- 
ment (who  is  an  old  soldier)  to  be  sent  to  the  Adjt.  Generals 
Quarters  at  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  to  be  employed  in 
conveying  orders  to  Westpoint,  and  in  such  other  manner  as 
he  finds  necessary,  they  are  to  bring  their  arms  and  necessaries 
with  them. 

The  Maryland  Detachment  commanded  by  Major  Lansdale 
is  annexed  to  the  Jersey  brigade. 

A  Captain  from  the  10th.  Massachusetts  regt.  will  releive 
Captn.  Benton80  of  the  Connecticut  Line  as  Superintendent  of 
New  Windsor  hospital  tomorrow. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Cobb.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the  writ- 
ing of  Washington.  Printed  under  date  of  Nov.  n,  1782,  in  the  Correspondence  of 
Samuel  B.  Webb,  edited  by  Worthington  C.  lord. 

MCapt.  Sclah  Benton. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  November  n,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  31st. 
ulto.  You  cannot  be  too  pressing  in  your  endeavours  to  procure 
Blankets,  which  will  be  as  much  wanted  as  you  can  imagine ; 
nor  is  any  time  to  be  lost  in  forwarding  the  other  Articles 
ordered  by  you. 

Colo.  Dayton  is  so  exceedingly  uneasy,  on  account  of  the 
promotion  which  he  has  long  conceived  himself  entitled  to, 
that  he  has  come  to  a  resolution  to  resign,  unless  he  sees  a  cer- 
tainty of  obtaining  it.  For  this  purpose,  he  has  procured  liberty 
to  go  to  Philada.  I  could  not  give  him  a  particular  recommen- 
dation because  it  might  have  been  interfering  with  the  plans 
whichmayhavebeenadoptedin  consequence  of  the  report  which 
you  may  have  made  since  your  return  from  the  Army,  and 
because  I  would  not  wish  to  interest  myself  in  behalf  of  an 
individual,  when  a  number  of  others,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, are  waiting  the  determination  of  Congress.  Thus 
much  I  cannot  help  saying,  that  as  not  only  Colo.  Dayton,  but 
most  of  the  other  Gentlemen  who  have  like  pretensions,  are 
Officers  of  merit,  and  entitled  to  public  notice  from  their  long 
standing,  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  see  such  a  system 
adopted,  as  will  make  provision  for  them  all,  in  a  manner 
agreeable  to  their  wishes.  I  have  the  honor  etc.81 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  n,  1782. 
Sir:  The  reason  for  my  directing  the  4th.  Connect.  Regt.  to 
procure  Wood  for  the  Hospital  on  the  east  side  of  the  River, 

81  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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was,  because  I  found  that  Corps  idle,  while  all  the  rest  of  the 
Army  was  employed.  As  the  incorporation  will  now  supersede 
this  reason;  you  may  either  have  the  fuel  cut  by  Detachments 
from  the  Troops  under  your  Orders,  or  by  the  Levies  now  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  service,  if  you  think  that  business 
can  be  effected  without  them. 

As  it  is  determined  to  send  no  more  Sick  to  the  Hospital  of 
Dr.  Eustace,  a  smaller  provision  of  fuel  will  be  required  than 
was  expected.  And  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  certainty  that  the 
supply  will  be  kept  up,  until  that  Hospital  is  cleared  of  its 
present  Patients;  even  with  demolishing  the  Huts  as  they  be- 
come evacuated;  since  it  is  not  probable  those  Buildings  will 
be  of  any  farther  utility.  I  am  etc.82  [ms.h.s.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Monday,  November  n,  .1782. 
Parole  Gravesend.    Countersigns  Hampton,  Ireland. 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st.  Massa.  Regiment. 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAM  BEAU 

Head  Quarters,  November  12,  1782. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter 
from  Bolton83  in  due  time.  The  packet  for  the  Minister  of 
France  which  accompanied  it  was  forwarded  immediately. 

82 In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

On  November  n  Washington  wrote  briefly  to  Chevalier  La  Luzerne  that  from  a 
letter  received  from  Marquis  dc  Vaudreuil,  "the  first  division  of  the  British  Fleet, 
which  lately  left  New  York,  had  been  seen  off  St.  Georges  Bank  and  Cape  Sable." 
This  letter  is  in  the  Paris  Archives,  Aff.  Etran.,  Mews,  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

™ Bolton,  Conn. 
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We  have  no  intelligence  of  the  actual  evacuation  of  Charles- 
town,  but  from  some  circumstances  which  have  appeared  in 
the  New  York  Paper  of  the  5th.  instant,  I  think  it  probable  that 
that  event  has  taken  place. 

The  moment  I  receive  any  information  which  may  be  de- 
pended on,  I  shall  transmit  it.  I  have  the  honor  etc.84 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  November  12, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  I  wish  to  take  a  ride  as  far  as  Kingston,  and  if  your 
Excellency  should  be  disengaged,  and  can  accompany  me,85 1 
will  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  call  upon  you  on  Thursday,  and 
go  up  on  Friday.  I  would  wish  to  return  on  this  side  the  River 
by  the  Wall  Kiln.  I  shall  be  glad  of  an  answer  by  return  of  the 
Bearer.  I  have  the  honor  etc.86 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Tuesday,  November  12, 1782. 
Parole  Kingsbridge.    Countersigns  Lincoln,  Manchester. 
In  order  to  prevent  irregularities  in  the  proceedings  of 
Courtsmartial  which  may  be  held  at  a  distance  from  the  Main 
army,  the  Commander  in  chief  orders,  that  in  future  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  all  such  General  courts  martial  as  shall  be  referred 
from  any  of  the  different  Cantonments,  Garrisons  or  posts  of  the 
army  to  his  dicision  shall  in  the  first  instance  be  transmitted 

84  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  the  original  in  the  Rochambeati  Papers 
in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

83  The  Governor  did  not  accompany  Washington  on  this  trip. 

8aIn  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  kindly  fur- 
nished by  Judge  E.  A.  Armstrong,  of  Princeton,  N.  J. 


332  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Nov. 

to  the  Judge  Advocate,  who  will  as  soon  as  may  be,  report 
them  to  the  General,  with  his  opinions  in  writing,  Whether 
the  court  has  been  properly  constituded,  and  whether  the  pro- 
ceedings appear  by  the  records,  to  have  been  consonant  to  the 
Articles  of  war. 

The  General  flatters  himself  the  occasion  for  Courtsmartial 
will  be  daily  diminished  in  proportion  as  the  principles  of  de- 
cipline  become  better  understood  and  practic'd  he  hopes  for 
the  honor  of  service  there  will  be  no  instance  where  vexatious 
charges  shall  be  exhibited  by  one  officer  against  another 
through  petulance  or  personal  animosity. 

While  the  General  considers  it  essential  to  the  existance  of 
an  army  that  the  severest  and  most  exemplary  punishments 
should  be  inflicted  on  atrocious  offences,  He  wishes  that  a 
proper  distinction  may  always  be  made  between  enormous  and 
premeditated  crimes  and  slight  offences,  which  are  committed 
through  Levity  and  inconsideration. 

To  correct  the  latter  and  reclaim  those  who  are  not  lost  to  all 
sense  of  virtue  and  military  pride,  it  is  conceived  that  modes  of 
punishment  may  be  introduced  which  by  awakening  the  feel- 
ings of  honor  will  have  a  better  influence  than  corporal. 

Lieutenant  Samuel  Cogswell  of  the  9th  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment is  appointed  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  and  is  to  be  re- 
spected accordingly. 

Major  General  Knox  will  be  pleased  to  order  a  General 
courtmartial  to  set  at  the  Garrison  of  Westpoint  on  friday  the 
15th  instant  for  the  trial  of  all  such  prisoners  as  shall  be 
brought  before  them.  All  persons  concerned  will  attend. 

The  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  will  also  be  present  and  con- 
duct the  prosecutions,  and  is  to  reside  at  Westpoint  untill 
further  orders. 
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Lieutenant  Crook87  of  the  ioth.  Massachusetts  regiment  is 
appointed  to  superintend  the  hospital  at  New  Windsor  vice 
the  Captn.  ordered  for  that  duty  the  ioth.  inst. 

A  serjeant  and  ten  men  for  a  three  days  tour  of  Fatigue  to 
put  up  a  Penn  and  slaughter  house  at  Newburgh.  They  are 
to  be  at  the  Contractors  Magazine  at  Newburgh  by  10  o'clock 
tomorrow  and  take  their  instructions  from  Mr.  Vansandt. 

For  Duty  tomorrow  the  7th.  Mass.  Regiment. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Wednesday,  November  13,  1782. 

Parole  Newbury.    Countersigns  Oxford,  Pembrooke. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  4th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Quartermaster  General  the  Assistant 
Quarter  Master  with  the  advice  of  the  General  officers  and 
commandants  of  brigades  will  fix  upon  a  spot  for  erecting  a 
Provost  guard  house  and  also  a  hut  for  the  Provostmartial.  He 
will  likewise  settle  with  the  Judge  Advocate  the  place  for 
building  a  courtmartial  room. 

Detachments  are  to  be  made  from  the  Line  for  compleating 
these  buildings  as  early  as  possible. 

The  Assistant  Quarter  Master  will  give  the  Dimentions  and 
furnish  such  materials  as  may  be  in  his  power  for  the  speedy 
execution  of  the  work. 


87 Lieut.  Joseph  Crook.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in 
January,  1783,  and  to  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  June,  1783;  served  to 
November,  1783. 

On  November  12  Washington  wrote  briefly  to  Marquis  de  Vaudrcuil  that  he  had 
forwarded  his  letter  to  La  Luzerne.  "I  regret  exceedingly,  that  during  your  stay  in 
this  Country  no  opportunity  has  offr'd  of  personally  assuring  you  of  the  esteem  and 
regard  with  which  I  have  the  honor  etc."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  13, 1782. 
Sir:  I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  6th 
instant,  on  a  subject  not  more  distressing  to  you,  Sir,  than  my- 
self. I  have  at  various  periods  of  the  War  written  to  Congress 
and  to  the  States,  endeavouring  to  convince  them  of  the  neces- 
sity of  passing  the  most  rigorous  Laws  to  prevent  the  Inhabi- 
tants from  furnishing  the  Enemy  with  Provisions.  I  will  write 
them  again,  and  will  use  every  argument  I  am  master  of  for 
that  purpose.  In  all  other  Nations,  I  believe,  the  persons  guilty 
of  that  crime  are  punished  with  death,  and  without  the  States 
on  this  Continent  will  pass  similar  laws,  I  see  no  means  of  put- 
ting a  stop  to  that  destructive  practice.  Any  thing  the  Military 
could  do  in  that  matter  would  be  in  vain;  to  post  so  many 
guards  as  would  be  necessary,  would  be  destructive  to  the 
Army,  as  those  Guards  would  be  continually  liable  to  be  cutt 
off  by  the  Enemy,  indeed  the  whole  Army  would  not  suffice  to 
Guard  the  extensive  Coasts  from  whence  this  illicit  Commerce 
is  carried  on.  With  much  esteem  etc.88 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  November  13, 1782. 
Sir :  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  extract  of  a  let- 
ter,89 which  I  have  lately  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Min- 
ister of  France,  on  the  subject  of  the  amazing  quantities  of 
provisions  which  the  enemy  draw,  from  the  States  contiguous 
to  New  York.  The  evil  complained  of  has  been  long  growing, 

8HIn  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives,  Aff. 
Etrang.,  Mems.  ct  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

"uThis  letter,  dated  Nov.  6,  1782,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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and  has  at  length  arisen  to  a  height  truly  alarming.  I  persuade 
myself  no  arguments  will  be  wanting  to  induce  the  Legisla- 
ture of  your  State,  at  their  next  sitting,  to  pay  that  attention  to 
the  matter,  which  its  importance  deserves. 

I  have  ever  been  of  opinion,  and  every  day's  experience  con- 
vinces me  more  and  more  of  the  truth  of  it,  that  nothing  short 
of  Laws  making  the  supply  of  the  enemy  with  provisions  or 
stores,  or  holding  any  kind  of  illicit  intercourse  with  them, 
Felony  of  Death,  will  check  the  evil  so  justly  complained  of. 
A  moments  reflection  must  convince  every  thinking  mind,  that 
four  such  Armies  as  I  command,  would  be  inadequate  to  the 
purpose.  The  attempt  by  military  coercion  alone  might  prove 
ruinous.  For,  to  guard  the  immense  length  of  communication 
from  the  Coast  of  Monmouth  in  Jersey  Eastward,  would  so 
dissipate  my  force,  that  every  detachment  would  invite  and  be 
at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  This  observation  is  too  striking  to 
need  urging,  and  shews  in  the  clearest  point  of  view,  that  rigid 
Laws,  rigidly  executed,  are  the  only  remedies  that  can  be  ap- 
plied, next  to  a  sufficient  Force  to  invest  the  enemy  in  their 
post  of  New  York.  I  have  the  honor  etc.90 

To  GOVERNOR  BENJAMIN  HARRISON 

Head  Quarters,  Newburg,  November  13, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  25 
Ulto.  and  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  all  the  Prisoners 
taken  and  carried  into  Canada  have  been  lately  released  upon 
what  terms  I  do  not  know;  about  170  mostly  Women  and  Chil- 
dren may  be  expected  here  every  moment  by  way  of  the  Lakes 
about  400  more  mostly  Men  are  sent  round  to  New  York 
by  Sea. 

*°In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Library. 
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I  shall  immediately  write  to  General  Muhlenberg  and  direct 
him  to  call  any  Officer  who  may  presume  to  place  their  recruit- 
ing money  to  their  own  private  Credit  for  arrearage  of  Pay  to 
a  severe  account  but  I  hope  no  other  instance  will  be  found  but 
the  one  you  mention. 

Your  Excellency  has  been  truly  informed  as  to  the  discipline 
of  the  Army  under  my  immediate  Command  which  has  ar- 
rived to  a  perfection  that  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon  the 
Officers  and  Men;  I  wish  I  could  say  you  had  been  as  rightly 
informed  as  to  their  numbers  consider  by  dear  Sir,  I  have  with 
me  only  the  Troops  from  New  Jersey  to  New  Hampshire  in- 
clusive and  were  the  Regiments  all  compleat  they  would  make 
far  from  a  numerous  Army. 

The  southern  States  are,  I  immagine  by  this  time  intirely  rid 
of  an  Enemy,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  their  exertions  will  not 
be  wanting  to  send  their  quotas  of  Men  into  the  Field,91  [but 
how  is  the  Army  to  be  supported,  if  the  States  do  not  furnish 
the  means  ?]  with  very  great  regard  etc.0"  [v.s.l.] 

To  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  ASGILL 

Head  Quarters,  November  13, 1782. 
Sir:  It  affords  me  singular  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
transmit  you  the  inclosed  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the 
7th.  instant,  by  which  you  are  released  from  the  disagreeable 
circumstances  in  which  you  have  so  long  been;  supposing  you 
would  wish  to  go  into  New  York  as  soon  as  possible,  I  also 
inclose  a  passport  for  that  purpose. 

01  At  this  point  in  the  draft  the  following  is  crossed  out:  "Should  the  War  continue 
it  will  be  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the  States,  should  the  enemy  be  permitted  to  keep 
possession  of  New  York  with  their  present  numbers." 

"*In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the  writing  of 
Washington. 
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Your  letter  of  the  18th.  of  October  came  regularly  to  my 
hands;  I  beg  you  to  believe,  that  my  not  answering  it  sooner, 
did  not  proceed  from  inattention  to  you,  or  a  want  of  feeling 
for  your  situation;  I  daily  expected  a  determination  of  your 
case,  and  I  thought  it  better  to  await  that,  than  to  feed  you  with 
hopes  that  might  in  the  end  prove  fruitless.  You  will  attribute 
my  detention  of  the  inclosed  letters,  which  have  been  in  my 
hands  about  a  fortnight,  to  the  same  cause. 

I  cannot  take  leave  of  you  Sir,  without  assuring  you,  that  in 
whatever  light  my  agency  in  this  unpleasing  affair  may  be 
viewed,  I  was  never  influenced  thro'  the  whole  of  it  by  sangui- 
nary motives;  but  by  what  I  conceived  a  sense  of  my  duty,  which 
loudly  called  upon  me  to  take  measures  however  disagreeable, 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  those  enormities  which  have  been  the 
subject  of  discussion.  And  that  this  important  end  is  likely  to 
be  answered  without  the  effusion  of  the  Blood  of  an  innocent 
person  is  not  a  greater  relief  to  you  than  it  is  to  Sir  Yr.  etc.93 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  November  13, 1782. 

Sir :  I  am  persuaded  that  the  importance  of  the  inclosed  Act 
of  Congress  of  the  30th  Ulto.  and  extract  of  a  Letter  from  His 
Excellency  the  Minister  of  France  on  the  subject  of  it,  will  most 
seriously  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  of  your  State  to 
the  matter  therein  mentioned.  The  evil  complained  of  has 
been  long  growing,  and  has  at  length  arisen  to  a  height  truly 
alarming. 

I  have  ever  been  of  opinion  .  .  ,94 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

wThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  omitted  portion  is  almost 
identical  with  Washington's  letter  to  Gov.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Nov.  13,  1782,  q.  v. 
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To  LORD  STIRLING 

Head  Quarters,  November  13,  1782. 

My  Lord:  I  have  been  favd.  with  yours  of  the  2d.  and  8th.  in- 
stants. Colo.  Dearborn's  Regiment  have  all  arrived  and  Colo 
Reids  may  be  hourly  expected. 

I  have  lately  given  orders  for  a  delivery  of  Arms  Accoutre- 
ments and  Quarter  Masters  stores  for  the  New  York  state 
troops.  I  must  request  your  Lordship  to  direct  that  they  be 
only  applied  to  the  three  years  Men  and  not  to  the  levies  for 
the  Campaign.  I  am  etc.05 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Newburgh,  November  13, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  the  several  points  contained  in  your 
private  letter  of  yesterday  I  have  to  observe;  that  I  shall  not  be 
able  finally  to  adjust  a  system  of  Signals,  until  I  have  seen  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  which  I  expect  will  be  in  a  few  days;  in  the 
mean  time  I  would  have  the  Guards  continued  at  the  Beacons 
as  at  present.  The  Rockets  you  propose  to  have  made  will  be 
necessary. 

As  to  the  Guard  of  Ge»eral  McDougal,  I  apprehend  it  will 
not  be  best  to  withdraw  it  intirely :  But  considering  the  circum- 
stance of  his  not  being  with  the  Army,  or  able  to  perform  his 
Military  functions,  I  could  wish  it  to  be  lessened  as  far  as  might 
be  done  with  conveniency.  I  imagine  your  intimacy  with 
Genl  McDougal  will  warrant  your  proposing  the  matter  in  a 
friendly  manner  and  arranging  with  him  whether  to  furnish 
a  small  Detachment  of  Connect  Troops,  or  Invalids,  in  such 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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manner  as  may  be  judged  best.  The  reason  which  formerly 
operated  against  furnishing  the  Guard  from  the  latter,  will 
now  cease  from  the  local  situation.  And  the  Army  is  too  far 
distant  to  have  this  duty  done  conveniently,  by  general  detail 
from  it. 

Yesterday  I  wrote  you  my  sentiments  fully  respecting  Wood 
for  the  Hospital.  Col  Pickering,  has  I  am  pretty  well  assured 
no  Levies  who  are  not  necessarily  employed. 

Upon  mature  consideration,  I  think  it  will  be  much  more 
difficult  to  preserve  and  regularly  account  for  the  Watch 
Coats,  when  appropriated  to  particular  Posts,  than  it  would 
be,  if  they  were  delivered  to  the  several  Corps,  who  will  then 
become  responsible  for  them.  Should  the  Secretary  at  War 
cause  the  quantity  to  be  sent  forward  to  the  Army,  which  was 
concluded  upon  by  him,  there  will  be  a  larger  number  for  your 
Troops,  than  you  have  required.  Whether  there  are  any  now 
in  Store,  I  know  not;  but  if  there  are  the  Clothier  shall  have 
Orders  to  issue  a  full  proportion  to  your  Garrison:  [in  the 
mean  while,  enquire  after  those  which  have  been  issued.] 

It  is  only  to  be  lamented  at  this  time  that  there  has  been  such 
a  misconception  of  ideas,  in  hutting  the  Troops  on  the  East 
side  of  the  River.  [In  the  distribution  of  the  Troops  for  Winter 
Cantonments  I  resolved  to  break  up  the  Hospital  at  the  Boston 
Hutts  and  that  the  2d.  and  4th.  Cont.  Regiments  should  go 
into  them;  after  this  upon  representation  that  those  Regts  had 
rather  build  than  occupy  those  Hutts,  and  that  less  time  was 
needed  to  do  this  than  to  remove  the  Sick  and  cleanse  the 
Houses.]  I  recollect  very  particularly  in  conversing  with  some 
of  the  Gentlemen  concerned.  (I  cannot  now  call  to  mind  with 
certainty  who  it  was)  to  have  expressed  my  intention  that  those 
Troops  should  be  cantoned  as  near  the  Redoubts  as  possible; 
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and  I  am  equally  certain  I  never  gave  Orders  to  the  contrary ; 
but  as  it  is  now  too  late  to  remove  them,  we  must  take  the  best 
precautions  in  our  power  to  prevent  any  ill  consequences  from 
the  Arrangement.  I  am  &c.9G 

To  COLONEL  LEWIS  NICOLA 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  13,  1782. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  me,  by  the  18th  inst.  or 
sooner  if  practicable,  with  an  accurate  Return  of  the  Invalid 
Regt.  specifying  the  Names  of  all  who  are  now  borne  on  the 
Rolls  of  it;  shewing  what  were  the  pretensions  of  the  Officers 
and  Men  for  admittance  into  the  Corps,  and  what  their  par- 
ticular situations  now  are.  I  am  etc.97 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PETER  MUHLENBERG 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  13, 1782. 
Sir:  Governor  Harrison  informs  me  in  a  letter  of  the  25th. 
Ulto.  that  an  Officer  of  the  Virginia  Line,  whose  name  he  says 
he  has  pointed  out  to  you,  has  received  a  sum  of  Money  for  the 
recruiting  service,  which  he  declares  he  will  apply  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  payment  of  his  own  arrearage  of  Pay,  and  the 
Balance,  if  any,  to  the  purposes  for  which  he  drew  the  sum. 
The  Governor  further  informs  me,  that  he  has  furnished  you 
with  proofs  of  the  fact,  and  has  desired  you  to  call  the  Officer 
to  a  proper  account.  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  your  not  only  im- 
mediately doing  this,  but  taking  steps  to  put  a  stop  to  a  practice 

""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  portion  in  brackets  is  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

An  N.  B.  by  Humphreys  states  that  a  "Copy  of  Major  Smith's  Letter  of  14th  Octr. 
1782  on  Signals  established  &c  enclosed."  Smith's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers, 
and  gives  the  alarm  signals  agreed  upon  in  case  the  enemy's  vessels  passed  up  the  Hud- 
son. It  is  indorsed  by  Trumbull  "...  at  Posts  below  Vcrplanck's." 

U7Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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of  the  like  kind  by  others.  Tho'  I  hope  no  other  will  be  found 
so  lost  to  all  sense  of  honor  and  honesty  as  to  attempt  it. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  you,  not  only  for  information,  but  to 
prevent  misapplication  of  public  Money,  to  call  upon  the  Re- 
cruiting Officers  very  often  for  returns,  and  if  Men  are  not  sent 
in  agreeable  to  Returns,  you  may  well  suspect  improper  Con- 
duct. You  will  as  before  directed,  make  me  monthly  returns 
at  least.  Iam&c.98 

*To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HORATIO  GATES 

Newburgh,  November  14,  1782. 
Sir:  I  am  upon  the  point  of  setting  out  for  Kingston,  by  way 
of  Poughkeepsy;  possibly  I  may  not  return  before  Sunday.  I 
therefore  inclose  you  the  Paroles  and  C  Signs  to  that  day  In- 
clusive that  there  may  be  a  corrispondence  (as  usual)  with 
those  which  have  already  been  deliverd  to  Genl.  Knox.  The 
orders  of  this  day  are  Issued  and  I  will  thank  you  for  a  pointed 
attention  to  them.  I  am  etc. 

*To  COLONEL  TIMOTHY  PICKERING 

Newburgh,  November  14, 1782. 
Sir:  I  expect  Mrs.  Washington  now  is,  or  soon  will  be,  on  her 
way  to  this  place;  I  therefore  put  a  letter  to  her,  under  cover  to 
you;  to  be  delivered  on  her  arrival  at  Philadelphia.  I  perswade 
myself  that  no  assistance  which  may  be  in  your  power  to  afford, 
either  for  her  own,  or  the  benefit  of  her  Horses,  will  be  wanting 
while  she  is  in  the  City,  or  to  expedite  her  journey  to  this  place 
after  she  leaves  it.  If  she  should  not  be  in  Philadelphia  when 
this  Letter  reaches  you,  and  Mr.  Lund  Washington  with  her, 

0SThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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please  to  put  the  letter  to  him  in  the  Post  Office  that  it  may  not 
miss  the  first  Mail  after  it  gets  to  your  hands. 

I  hope  you  found  Mrs.  Pickering  in  a  less  dangerous  way 
than  you  expected,  and  that  she  is  now  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 
I  am  etc. 

*To  GEORGE  AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON 

Newburgh,  November  14, 1782. 

Dear  George:  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  23d.  Ulto, 
from  Berkeley;  and  am  sorry  to  find  that  your  fever  and  pain 
in  the  Breast  still  continues.  If  they  should  not  have  left  you 
'ere  this  gets  to  hand,  you  had,  in  my  opinion  best  take  a  trip 
to  the  Southward.  Doctr.  Craik  advises  one  to  the  West  Indies, 
if  there  is  the  least  appearance  of  the  disorder  falling  upon  your 
Lungs,  the  only  objection  I  see  to  this  is,  that  the  Vessel  may  be 
captured,  and  a  disagreeable  captivity,  perhaps  imprisonment, 
may  add  to  your  Complaints;  when  possibly  a  Southern  cli- 
mate, during  the  Winter  Season,  may  be  equally  effecatious. 

If  you  should  make  choice  of  the  latter  experiment  to  recover 
your  health,  and  should  go  as  far  as  the  Southern  Army,  this 
letter,  shewn  to  General  Green,  will,  I  am  perswaded,  procure 
you  every  aid,  assistance,  and  advice  that  may  be  in  his  power 
to  afford  you;  and  I  request  you  to  make  use  of  it  accordingly. 

The  Army  has  retired  into  Winter  Quarters;  the  principal 
part  of  it  is  in  this  vicinity,  where  I  have  taken,  and  shall  remain 
in  the  same  confined  Quarters  I  had  last  Spring. 

There  is  no  duty  for  you  to  return  to  at  present,  consequently 
there  can  be  no  cause  for  your  anxiety  to  rejoin  the  Army,  but 
if  there  was,  ill  health  is  a  sufficient  plea  for  absence;  and  an  at- 
tempt to  recover  it,  a  consideration  to  which  every  other  should 
yield. 


1782]  MARAUDING  SOLDIERY  343 

We  have  no  certainty  of  what  the  British  Cabinet  design; 
various  are  the  reports,  and  all  equally  vague.  My  own  opinion 
of  the  matter  is,  that  the  unwillingness  of  the  King,  and  his 
present  Prime  Minister  Lord  Shelburn  to  acknowledge  the  In- 
dependency, of  this  Country,  is  such,  as  to  induce  them  to  trust 
to  the  Chapter  of  accidents  (altho  by  so  doing  they  hazard  all) 
rather  than  swallow  this  bitter  pill.  The  Negociations  are 
going  on,  but  very  limpingly,  this  Winter  will,  no  doubt,  bring 
them  to  a  conclusion;  but  whether  they  will  terminate  in  a 
peace  or  protraction  of  the  War,  is  beyond  my  ken. 

Remember  me  in  the  most  Affectionate  manner  to  your 
Father,  Mother,  and  all  friends ;  and  be  assured  that  I  am  with 
great  truth,  and  Affection,  and  best  wishes  for  your  recovery. 
Yrs.,99 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Thursday,  November  14,  1782. 

Parole  Quebec.    Countersigns  Rockingham,  Shrewsbury. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Massachusetts  regmt. 

The  enormities  which  have  been  committed,  and  daily  com- 
mitting by  the  soldiery  since  we  have  quitted  the  Field  are 
scandalous  beyond  description  and  a  disgrace  to  any  army; 
they  must  and  shall  be  corrected,  or  the  greatest  severity  take 
place.  To  effect  this  purpose  the  commander  in  chief  desires 
that  Major  General  Gates,  the  other  General  officers  and  com- 
manding officers  of  brigades,  in  this  Cantonment,  will  meet  at 
General  Gates's  quarters  tomorrow  morning  at  10  o'clock  and 
having  examined  the  situation  of  the  camps  they  will  estab- 
lish such  Picquets  and  Guards,  and  order  such  patrols  as  in 

09  The  text  of  this  letter  was  kindly  furnished  from  the  original  by  A.  E.  Rueff,  of 
Brooklyn,  N  Y. 
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their  Judgment  shall  be  sufficient  to  restrain  the  Soldiers  within 
proper  bounds,  and  every  officer  from  the  Major  General,  to  the 
lowest  grade  is  hereby  called  upon,  for  his  own  credit,  as  well 
as  the  reputation  of  the  service  to  exert  all  his  abilities  to  check 
an  evil  which  is  not  less  dishonorable  to  the  troops  than  oppres- 
sive to  the  Inhabitants. 

The  disorderly  custom  of  suffering  soldiers  for  whose  con- 
duct the  officers  cannot  be  responsible,  to  ramble  about  the 
country  contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  well  regulated  Armies, 
must  be  abolished;  and  the  mode  of  giving  passes  restricted 
and  put  upon  a  proper  footing,  none  are  to  be  from  Camp  after 
retreat  beating. 

The  rolls  are  frequently  to  be  called  at  irregular  hours  during 
the  night. 

A  Grand  provost  will  be  appointed  by  the  General  and  there 
will  be  two  field  officers  of  the  day  to  superintend  the  police  of 
this  army,  who  will  see  that  the  duties  here  enjoyned  are  regu- 
larly performed  and  that  summary  and  exemplary  punish- 
ments shall  be  inflicted  on  offenders.  This  order  is  to  be  read 
at  three  several  evening  roll  callgs,  and  the  Colonels  or  Com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  will  be  responsible  that  every 
soldier  under  their  orders,  is  made  acquainted  with  it  that  none 
may  plead  ignorance.  It  was  much  the  Generals  wish  to  have 
made  the  duty,  not  only  while  the  hutts  were  in  building  but 
through  the  winter  as  easy  and  light  as  possible  to  the  troops; 
they  must  therefore  consider  that  this  depends  entirely  upon 
their  own  behavior,  for  they  alone  must  abide  the  consequencies, 
if  their  irregular  conduct  shall  render  an  increase  of  duty  and 
rigour  indispensable. 

Congress  having  been  pleased  to  set  a  part  Thursday  the 
28th.  instant  as  a  day  of  Solemn  thanksgiving  to  god  for  all  his 
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Mercies,  The  General  desires  it  may  be  most  religiously  ob- 
served by  the  army;  and  that  the  Chaplains  will  prepare  dis- 
courses suitable  to  the  occasion. 

The  regimental  Surgeons  are  desired  to  make  weekly  returns 
of  their  sick,  to  Doctr.  Townsend1  at  the  flying  hospital,  New 
Windsor  on  Saturdays. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Friday,  November  15, 1782. 
Parole  Torrington.    Countersigns  Uxbridge,  Winchester. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  8th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

*To  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FREEHOLDERS  AND 
COMMONALTY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  KINGSTON 

Kingston,  November  16, 1782. 

Gentlemen :  I  receive  with  peculiar  pleasure,  the  affectionate 
Address2  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty 
of  the  Town  of  Kingston.  Your  polite  and  friendly  reception  of 
me  is  a  proof  of  its  sincerity. 

While  I  view  with  indignation  the  marks  of  a  wanton  and 
cruel  enemy,  I  perceive  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  the 
heavy  Calamity  which  befel  this  flourishing  Settlement  seems 
but  to  have  added  to  the  Patriotic  Spirit  of  its  Inhabitants ;  and 
that  a  New  Town  is  fast  rising  out  of  the  Ashes  of  the  old. 

1David  Townsend,  Hospital  Physician  and  Surgeon  of  the  Continental  Army.  He 
served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

2This  address,  in  the  Washington  Papers,  is  unsigned;  but  the  Rev.  W.  N.  P.  Dailey, 
of  New  York  City,  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  the  address  was  presented  by 
the  president  of  the  trustees,  Maj.  Henry  J.  Sleight. 
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That  you  and  your  worthy  Constituents  may  long  enjoy  that 
Freedom  for  which  you  have  so  nobly  contended  is  the  sincere 
wish  of  Gentn.  Yr.  &c. 

To  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FREEHOLDERS  AND 
INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  HURLEY 

Hurley,  November  16, 1782. 

Gentlemen:  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  very  flattering 
mark  of  your  Esteem,  and  exceedingly  regret  that  the  duties  of 
my  station  will  permit  me  to  make  but  so  short  a  stay  among  a 
people  from  whom  I  have  received  the  warmest  proofs  of  re- 
gard and  for  whose  Characters  I  entertain  the  highest  respect. 

It  is  peculiarly  pleasing  to  me,  to  find  that  my  conduct  has 
merited  the  approbation  of  my  fellow  Citizens.  If  my  endeav- 
ours shall  have  contributed  to  the  Freedom  and  Independence 
of  my  Country,  that  consideration  will  more  than  amply  repay 
all  my  Labors.3 

*To  THE  MINISTER,  ELDERS,  AND  DEACONS  OF 

THE  REFORMED  PROTESTANT  DUTCH 

CHURCH  IN  KINGSTON 

Kingston,  November  16,  1782. 

Gentlemen :  I  am  happy  in  receiving  this  public  mark  of  the 
esteem  of  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  Kingston.4 

Convinced  that  our  Religious  Liberties  were  as  essential  as 
our  Civil,  my  endeavours  have  never  been  wanting  to  encourage 

3Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

The  address  of  the  trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Hurley,  signed  by 
Matthew  Ten  Eyck,  Speaker,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

*  The  original  address  of  the  ministers,  etc.,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  It  is  signed 
"George  J:  L:  Doll.  V.  D.  M." 
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and  promote  the  one,  while  I  have  been  contending  for  the 
other;  and  I  am  highly  nattered  by  finding  that  my  efforts  have 
met  the  approbation  of  so  respectable  a  body. 

In  return  for  your  kind  concern  for  my  temporal  and  eternal 
happiness,  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  my  wishes  are  recipro- 
cal; and  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  hand  down  your  Religion 
pure  and  undefiled  to  a  Posterity  worthy  of  their  Ancesters  is 
the  fervent  prayer  of  Gentn.  Yrs.  &c.5 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Saturday,  November  16,  1782. 
Parole  Xenophon.    Countersigns  Yerk,  Zembla. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  5th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 
The  10th.  Massachusetts  regiment  will  be  inspected  and  mus- 
tered on  monday  next  the  18th.  instant  and  the  Newhamshire 
Line  and  Maryland  Detachment  the  next  day. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Sunday,  November  17, 1782. 
Parole  Alexandria.    Countersigns  Bedford,  Colchester. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  3d.  Massachusetts  regiment. 


5  From  a  facsimile  of  the  original  (said  to  be  hanging  in  the  vestibule  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  at  Kingston)  kindly  furnished  by  Rev.  W.  N.  P.  Dailey,  of  New 
York  City,  who  states  that  Washington  spent  the  night  of  November  15  at  Col.  Cor- 
nelius Wynkoop's,  having  come  up  through  Rondout  Valley  to  Stone  Ridge;  "the 
following  morning  he  started  out  for  Kingston  passing  thro  the  village  of  old  Hurley 
to  which  the  people  of  Kingston  had  fled  when  the  British  burned  Kingston."  While 
in  Kingston  Washington  stayed  at  the  public  house  of  Evert  Bogardus,  dined  at  Judge 
Dirck  Wynkoop's  and  appeared  at  a  levee  in  his  honor  in  the  Bogardus  ballroom  the 
night  of  November  1 6. 

The  entry  in  Washington's  "Accounts  of  Expences  as  Commander  in  Chief"  is:  "To 
the  Expences  of  a  Tour  to  Poughkeepsie;  thence  to  Esopus,  and  along  the  Western 
Frontier  of  the  State  of  New  York"  ^43.10.4.  The  frontier  could  not  have  been 
much  farther  west  than  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Catskill  Mountains,  as  Washington 
seems  to  have  been  back  in  Newburgh  by  November  1 8. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Monday,  November  18, 1782. 

Parole  Dartmouth.    Countersigns  Hartford,  Inverness. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  9th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

The  Board  appointed  to  settle  a  dispute  of  rank  between  En- 
sign Sawyer  and  Frie  of  the  Massachusetts  line  whereof  Briga- 
dier General  Patterson  is  President,  Report:  That  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Frie  was  returned  and  accepted  for  as  a  recruit  for  the 
town  of  Andover,  but  that  his  being  returned  was  without  his 
knowledge  and  his  being  receipted  for  was  contrary  to  his  con- 
sent. It  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  enlisted  or  took  a  bounty. 
The  board  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Frie  is  entitled  to 
his  rank  from  the  date  of  his  Warrant. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  MOSES  HAZEN 

Headquarters,  November  18, 1782. 

Sir:  When  Captain  Prye6  arrived  at  this  place  with  your  let- 
ter of  the  15th.  I  was  absent.  Your  quartering  this  Winter  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Morris  Town,  would  interfere  with  my 
general  arrangements,  you  will  therefore  canton  the  bulk  of 
your  Regiment,  as  compactly  as  possible  for  the  present  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Pompton.  You  may  increase  the  command 
near  SufTerans  to  one  hundred.  The  Men  that  cannot  be  ac- 
commodated at  the  Block  House  may  be  quartered  in  the  near- 
est Houses. 

Your  Return  for  Ammunition  must  be  sent  to  Major  Genl. 
Knox  at  West  Point.  The  most  convenient  manner  will  be  by 
way  of  Kings  ferry. 

"Capt.  Thomas  Pry  (Pryc),  of  the  Second  Canadian  Regiment.  He  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war. 
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I  have  reed,  information  that  considerable  numbers  of  Cattle 
cross  the  North  River  and  are  driven  down  towards  Elizabeth 
Town  and  Newark,  from  whence  they  are  sent  to  New  York. 
I  would  wish  you  to  take  every  method  of  stopping  this  per- 
nicious intercourse.  Governor  Clinton,  who  is  now  here,  tells 
me  there  is  a  line  pointed  out  by  a  law  of  this  state  below  which 
no  Cattle  can  be  driven  without  incurring  a  suspicion  that  they 
are  going  to  the  enemy.  You  may  perhaps  gain  more  particu- 
lar information  on  this  matter  by  applying  to  some  of  the 
neighbouring  Magistrates.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  You  will  keep  Patroles  towards  the  Enemy  not  only  for 
your  own  security  but  to  prevent  the  intercourse  before  men- 
tioned.7 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  19, 1782. 

Sir :  I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  12th. 
of  this  month  inclosing  Copies  of  your  two  letters  to  General 
Carleton.  It  was  not  necessary  you  should  apologize  for  send- 
ing in  your  dispatches  by  way  of  Elizabeth  Town;  under  the 
circumstances  you  mention,  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in 
it.  The  moment  I  receiv'd  the  resolution  of  Congress  in  favor 
of  Captain  Asgill,  I  transmitted  it  to  him,  and  at  the  same  time 
sent  him,  my  passport  to  go  into  New  York;  it  will  depend  on 
him  to  go  to  Europe  if  he  pleases,  his  Parole  not  being  limitted. 

Tho'  every  account  leads  me  to  believe  that  Charles  Town  is 
evacuated  I  have  not  yet  any  thing  certain  on  that  head.8 

I  last  night  received  intelligence  that  a  Vessel  had  arrived  at 
New  York  from  Charles  Town,  with  News  of  the  evacuation, 

'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

sOn  November  19  Tench  Tilghman  wrote  to  Captain  Pray  that  his  excellency 
wished  to  obtain  a  New  York  newspaper  giving  an  account  of  the  actual  evacuation  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  "If  you  can  obtain  a  paper  ...  be  pleased  to  send  it  immediately 
up."  Tilghman's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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and  that  the  British  Troops  had  gone  for  the  West  Indies  and 
the  Germans  for  Hallifax;  but  this  is  from  a  quarter  on  which 
I  do  not  put  intire  dependance;  with  very  great  esteem  etc. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  moment  received  your  Excellencys  favor  of 
the  14th. 

There  might  have  been  22  Ships  of  War  of  all  kinds  at  New 
York  on  the  5th.  but  you  may  be  assured  that  only  12  or  13  of 
them  were  ships  of  the  Line.  And  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
they  are  very  near  sailing,  if  they  are  not  already  gone,  as  most 
of  them  had  fallen  down  to  the  Narrows  a  few  days  ago. 

A  Fleet  of  25  sail  of  Transports  arrived  very  lately  at  New 
York  from  Quebec.  What  is  remarkable,  all  those  Ships  were 
fitted  with  Births  for  the  reception  of  Troops  previous  to  their 
leaving  Quebec,  as  I  am  informed  by  Persons  who  came  pas- 
sengers in  them;  and  I  have  received  advice  that  an  embarka- 
tion began  at  New  York,  three  days  ago:  But  I  have  it  not  yet 
from  such  authority  that  I  can  vouch  for  the  truth  of  it.  I  have 
communicated  the  foregoing  to  the  Admiral.9 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  November  19, 1782. 

Sir:  Permit  me  sincerely  to  congratulate  your  Excellency 
upon  your  election  to  the  Chair  of  Congress.10 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  you  the  Copy  of  an  infor- 
mation which  has  been  sent  to  me  by  the  Honble.  Lieut.  Govr. 
Bowen  of  Rhode  Island.  I  am  fully  of  opinion  that  the  infor- 
mation is  well  founded,  but  considering  the  peculiar  situation 
of  the  people  of  Vermont,  I  do  not  know  how  far  my  inter- 
ference, without  the  immediate  order  of  Congress,  would  be 

"In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker;  the  P.  S.  is  in  that  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From 
the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives,  Aff.  Etrang.,  Menu,  et  Docs.,  E.  U..  vol.  6. 
I0Elias  Boudinot  was  elected  president  of  Congress  on  Nov.  4,  1782. 
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deemed  proper.  If  any  measures  are  to  be  taken  to  secure  the 
Characters  who  are  mentioned  by  Osgood,11  your  Excellency 
will  see  the  necessity  of  enjoining  secrecy  untill  they  shall  have 
been  carried  into  execution.12 

We  have  a  report  that  a  Vessel  has  arrived  at  New  York  from 
Charles  Town,  with  an  account  of  the  evacuation  of  that  place, 
and  that  the  British  Troops  are  gone  to  the  West  Indies  and 
the  Foreign  to  Hallifax,  but  it  is  not  so  direct  as  to  merit  full 
credit.  I  have  the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  By  information,  the  remainder  of  the  British  Fleet  are 
about  leaving  New  York.  Within  a  few  days  a  Fleet  of  25  sail 
of  empty  transports  arrived  at  New  York  from  Quebec.  They 
brought  a  few  of  our  people  who  had  been  prisoners  in  Canada. 
What  is  remarkable,  The  Ships  were  all  fitted  up  with  Births 
for  the  reception  of  Troops  before  they  left  Quebec,  and  I  have 
just  reed,  information  thro'  two  Channels  that  an  embarkation 
began  at  New  York  three  days  ago.  I  cannot  however  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  it.13 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  November  19, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  several  favors  of  the 
7th.  8th.  9th.  and  nth.  instants.  The  Return  of  the  Invalid 
Regt.  is  called  for  and  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  it  comes 
to  hand. 


11  Christopher  Osgood,  of  Brattleborough,  Vt. 

"A  copy  of  Osgood's  affidavit  taken  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  Nov.  13,  1782,  is  filed  with 
this  letter  from  Washington  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress.  It  sets  forth, 
at  length,  that  he  carried  letters  to  and  from  William  Smith,  formerly  royal  chief  jus- 
tice of  New  York,  to  and  from  Luke  Knowlton,  judge  and  town  clerk  of  Newfane, 
Vt.,  and  Col.  Samuel  Wells,  of  Brattleborough,  when  Smith  was  in  New  York  City. 
Many  other  names  are  mentioned  circumstantially  in  the  affidavit,  which  is  indorsed  by 
Charles  Thomson:  "To  be  kept  secret.  Referred  to  Mr  Osgood  Mr  Carroll  Mr  Rut- 
ledge.  Deer.  13,  1782  Injunction  of  Secrecy  taken  off." 

"In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  November 
25  and  referred  to  Samuel  Osgood,  Daniel  Carroll,  and  John  Rutledge. 
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I  am  of  opinion  that  no  inconvenience  can  now  arise  from 
the  promotion  of  the  Lieutenant  Colonels  Commandant  to  the 
Rank  of  full  Colonels,  but  it  had  best  be  delayed  untill  after  the 
i st.  of  January.  The  new  arrangements  will  then  have  been 
compleated  and  we  shall  know  with  certainty  what  Officers 
remain  in  service. 

To  be  candid  with  you,  I  think  there  would  be  a  degree  of 
impropriety  in  pressing  Sir  Guy  Carleton  further  upon  a  mat- 
ter to  which  he  has  already  given  an  implied  refusal,  by  not 
even  noticing  the  request.  It  would  be  less  embarrassing,  had 
not  the  tenor  of  my  correspondence  with  him,  since  he  came 
into  command,  been  of  a  disagreeable  nature,  and  I  am  now 
bound  by  the  Resolve  of  the  8th.  to  make  a  new  demand  re- 
specting the  Affair  of  Capt.  Huddy.14  To  be  asking  favors  with 
one  hand  and  using  threats  with  the  other,  seems  to  me  rather 
incompatible.  I  shall  therefore  suspend  the  application,  at  least, 
until  I  hear  from  you  again.  I  have  the  honor  etc.15 

To  DEPUTY  GOVERNOR  JABEZ  BOWEN 

Head  Quarters,  November  19,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  13th.  inclos- 
ing the  examination  of  Osgood.  You  will  be  pleased  to  keep 
him  closely  confined  untill  you  hear  further  from  me  on  the 
matter  and  if  possible  prevent  the  information  which  he  has 
given  from  taking  wind ;  otherwise  the  characters  mentioned 
by  him  may  make  their  escape. 

Considering  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  people  of  Vermont 
I  do  not  conceive  my  self  at  liberty  to  interfere  without  the 

"The  resolve  instructed  Washington  "to  call  in  the  most  pointed  terms  on  the 
Hritish  commander  in  New  York,  to  fulfill  his  engagement  contained  in  his  letter  of 
the  13th  day  of  August  last  to  make  further  inquisition  into  the  murder  of  Captain 
Huddy  and  to  pursue  it  with  all  the  effect  which  a  due  regard  to  justice  will  admit." 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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direction  of  Congress.  I  have  transmitted  the  intelligence  and 
shall  wait  their  order. 

The  determination  of  the  state  to  make  every  thing  agreeable 
to  the  Army  of  our  Ally  is  truly  laudable.  I  have  the  honor  etc.16 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  19, 1782. 
Sir:  In  conducting  the  common  business,  at  the  Post  of 
Dobbs'  Ferry  (of  which  you  will  have  the  superintendance), 
you  will  cause  the  Orders  and  Regulations  contained  in  the 
several  written  Instructions,  which  will  be  delivered  to  you  by 
the  present  commanding  Officer,  to  be  duly  attended  to  and 
observed ;  but  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  give  you  this  pri- 
vate Instruction,  hereby  authorizing  you  to  take  such  further 
Measures  for  reconnoitring  the  Enemy's  Posts  and  obtaining 
Intelligence  as  you,  in  your  discretion  shall  think  adviseable, 
taking  care  to  mask  your  real  designs,  and  to  use  all  the  pru- 
dence and  ability  you  are  possessed  of,  to  accomplish  the  busi- 
ness I  have  particularly  committed  to  your  Managament.17 

To  COLONEL  SAMUEL  BLATCHLEY  WEBB 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  19,  1782. 
Sir:  As  Lieut  Col  Smith  is  to  reside  near  the  Post  of  Dobbs' 
Ferry,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  business  of  his  Depart- 
ment with  more  accuracy  facility  and  dispatch;  he  will  of  con- 
sequence have  the  charge  of  sending  and  receiving  Flags;  and 
therefore  the  presence  of  the  Major  of  the  Battalion  of  Light 

16  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Infantry  on  duty,  will  not  be  necessary  in  future  at  that  Post. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Major  on  duty  to  take  the 
immediate  superintendency  of  the  3  Companies  posted  at  Kings 
Ferry  and  on  the  Lines,  in  such  manner  as  you  shall  judge  ex- 
pedient, and  also  give  directions  to  the  Captain  of  the  Com- 
pany stationed  at  the  Block  House  at  Dobbs'  Ferry  to  consider 
himself  under  the  Orders  of  Lieut  Col  Smith.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  In  future  the  relieving  Officer,  will  receipt  to  the  Captn. 
Commandg  at  the  Post  for  all  the  Provisions  public  Stores  &c. 
and  deliver  a  duplicate  to  Col  Smith.  The  present  Commandg 
Officer  will  likewise  in  the  first  instance  deliver  to  him  the  Pa- 
pers relative  to  the  Command  of  the  Post.  After  the  next  relief 
Col  Smith  will  regularly  report  to  Head  Quarters.18 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 

Tuesday,  November  19, 1782. 

Parole  Goshen.  Countersigns  Hartford,  Inverness. 

_      ,      ,  f  Colonel  Vanschaick 

For  the  day  tomorrow^ ...     _.  , 
[Major  Fish 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  6th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

To  suppress  the  practice  of  marauding  which  has  of  late  so 
scandalously  prevailed  in  this  Cantonment.  The  rolls  are  to  be 
called  at  least  four  times  in  every  twenty  four  hours  not  at  any 
stated  hour  but  as  the  commanding  officers  of  regimts.  shall 
direct.  If  the  Commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  suspects  that 
soldiers  have  left  their  companies  in  the  night  to  go  marauding 
he  will  order  a  Catchroll  to  be  called  turning  all  the  men  out 
upon  the  regemental  parade,  such  as  are  absent  to  be  punished 
at  troop  beating. 

lsThc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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The  Granting  passes  permitting  noncommissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  to  goe  beyond  the  limits  of  the  camp  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  Generals  and  officers  commanding  regiments. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  lately  arrived  in  this 
Cantonment  will  be  answerable  that  all  the  orders  issued  since 
the  army  left  Verplanks  point  be  read  to  their  respective  corps. 

Each  brigade  will  furnish  a  Patroll  consisting  of  one  Captain 
one  Subaltern  two  Serjeants  and  twenty  four  rank  and  File  one 
half  to  march  to  the  right  the  other  to  the  left.  The  officers 
to  agree  where  they  are  to  rendesvous  upon  the  rounds  they 
take.  When  all  the  prisoners  they  have  apprehended  are  to  be 
examined  and  if  found  delinquent  punished  immediately  on 
the  spot  with  any  number  of  lashes  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
to  each  Delinquent:  Such  as  are  detected  with  the  Goods  and 
property  of  the  Inhabitants  in  their  possession  are  to  be  reserved 
to  be  tried  for  their  Lives  by  a  General  Courtmartial. 

The  officers  commanding  these  patroles  are  as  soon  as  re- 
leived  to  report  to  the  Field  officer  of  the  day. 

To  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  20, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Credentials  with  which  Mr.  Wheelock19  is  fur- 
nished, are  so  ample  and  so  fully  set  forth  the  benevolent 
purposes  of  the  Institution  over  which  he  presides,  that  I  am 
confident  nothing  more  is  necessary  for  me,  than  barely  to 
introduce  him  to  you  and  to  recommend  him  to  your  patron- 
age and  Friendship.  Under  them  he  will  be  sure  to  meet  with 
a  favorable  reception  among  the  Wise  and  Good.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.20 


'John  Wheelock,  president  of  Dartmouth  College. 
'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 


356  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [Nov. 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  November  20, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  14th.  I  shall 
endeavour  to  gain  information  of  the  several  matters  which 
you  recommend  to  my  notice,  but  I  fear  it  will  be  difficult  to 
ascertain  them.  I  think  you  may  rest  assured  that  the  Fleet 
which  sailed  the  26th.  of  last  Month  had  no  troops  on  board. 

We  have  yet  no  official  accounts  of  the  evacuation  of  Charles 
town,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  has  taken  place. 

By  information  from  New  York,  the  remainder  of  the 
Fleet  .  .  .21 1  have  the  honor  etc."2 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  November  20, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  Your  Excellency's  favors  of 
the  9th.  13th  and  15th.  instants.  We  have  yet  no  official  ac- 
counts of  the  evacuation  of  Charles  town,  but  there  are  a  va- 
riety of  reasons  for  believing  that  it  has  taken  place. 

I  never  could  learn  that  any  troops  embarked  on  board  the 
Fleet  which  sailed  the  26th.  of  last  Month. 

By  information  from  New  York  the  remainder  of  the  British 
Fleet  are  very  near  sailing  if  not  already  gone ;  most  of  them 
had  fallen  down  to  the  Narrows  a  few  days  ago.  A  Fleet  of  25 
sail  of  Transports  arrived  very  lately  at  New  York  from  Que- 
bec. What  is  remarkable,  all  those  ships  were  fitted  up  with 
Births  for  the  reception  of  Troops  previous  to  their  leaving 
Quebec,  and  I  have  just  received  advice  that  an  embarkation  of 
Troops  had  began  at  New  York  three  days  ago,  but  I  cannot 

"The  omitted  portion  is  identical  with  that  in  Washington's  letter  to  Comte  dc 
Rochambeau,  Nov.  20,  1782,  q.  v. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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yet  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  last.  The  fitting  of  the  transports 
I  have  from  Persons  who  came  passengers  in  them. 

All  the  letters  committed  to  my  care  have  been  forwarded.  I 
have  the  honor  etc.23 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Wednesday,  November  20, 1782. 
Parole  Kendal.    Countersigns  Lancaster,  Montmouth. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Lieutenant  Colonels  Barber  and 
Sprout. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  10th  Massachusetts  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Reab24  of  the  7th.  Massachusetts  regiment  is  ap- 
pointed Quartermaster  to  the  same  from  the  14th.  instant. 

To  NEHEMIAH  HUBBARD25 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  20,  1782. 
Sir:  I  expect  as  soon  as  the  Huts  are  compleated,  which  will 
be  the  case  in  a  few  days,  to  relieve  the  Light  Infantry  now  on 
the  Lines,  with  a  considerable  Detachment  from  this  Army; 
it  will  therefore  be  expedient  and  even  essentially  necessary 
that  there  should  be  a  quantity  of  hard  Bread  on  hand  for  these 
Troops  and  for  the  advanced  Posts,  because  the  supply  of  bread 
will  otherwise  be  precarious,  and  the  Troops  in  their  moving 
state  frequently  destitute.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you 
will  not  fail  to  have  a  ten  day's  supply  immediately  provided 
for  an  equal  Number  of  Men  to  those  now  on  the  lines,  that  is 
to  say,  from  12  to  1500  Rations  Pr  day,  or  more  if  it  should  be 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

24  Lieut.  George  Reab.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in 
June,  1783,  and  served  to  November,  1783. 
2"  At  this  time  agent  for  the  contractors. 
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convenient;  you  will  not  I  presume,  hesitate  in  complying,  as 
the  good  of  the  service  is  extremely  interested,  and  as  the  differ- 
ence between  this  and  other  Bread,  will  certainly  be  paid  to  the 
Contractors,  by  the  Public.26  I  am  etc.2 


27 


To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  November  20, 1782. 

Sir:  Your  Excellency  will  have  been  informed  before  this 
reaches  you  of  the  liberation  of  Capt.  Asgill.  I  am,  notwith- 
standing, directed  to  recall  your  attention  to  that  part  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th.  of  August  last,  in  which  you  say  "  I  have  given 
orders  to  the  Judge  Advocate,  to  make  further  inquisition,  and 
to  collect  evidence  for  the  prosecution  of  such  other  persons  as 
may  appear  to  have  been  criminal  in  this  transaction." 

In  full  confidence,  that  measures  have  been  taken  to  carry 
your  Excellency's  intentions  into  execution,  I  am  to  request 
the  favor  of  you  to  inform  me,  what  probability  there  is,  that  the 
persons,  who  have  been  really  guilty  of  the  action  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  former  discussion,  will  be  brought  to  a 
proper  account.  I  have  the  honor  etc.28 

To  CAPTAIN  JOHN  PRAY 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  20, 1782. 
Sir:  Colonel  Smith,  who  is  to  remain  at  Dobbs  Ferry,  for  the 
sake  of  transacting  the  business  of  his  Department,  will  also 
have  the  superintendance  of  that  Post;  he  will  have  the  charge 

20Hubbard  answered  (November  21)  that  they  had  no  hard  bread  on  hand  but 
would  have  15,000  weight  at  West  Point  on  the  28th  of  November,  and  1,500  weight 
at  New  Windsor.  "The  Bakers  will  continue  the  making  of  hard  Bread  if  your  Excel- 
lency shall  think  best."  Hubbard's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

^Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 


1782]  RELEASE  OF  AS  GILL  359 

of  receiving  and  granting  Flags,  he  will  send  only  such  as  are 
proper  and  necessary;  The  General  desires  therefore  you  will 
furnish  such  Boats  for  the  purpose  as  he  shall  have  occasion 
for;  and  co-operate  with  him  in  any  other  Measures  which  will 
be  conducive  to  the  Public  Good.  I  am  etc.29 

To  COMTE  DE  VERGENNES 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  State  of 
New  York,  November  21, 1782. 

Sir :  After  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  let- 
ter of  the  29th.  of  July,  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  transmitting  it  to 
Congress,  who  had  then  under  deliberation,  the  proceedings  of 
the  British  Court  Martial  upon  Capt.  Lippencot  for  the  Mur- 
ther  of  Capt.  Huddy,  and  the  other  documents  relating  to  that 
inhuman  transaction.  What  would  otherwise  have  been  the 
determination  of  that  Honorable  Body  I  will  not  undertake  to 
say,  but  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assure  your  Excellency  that 
your  general  interposition  had  no  small  degree  of  Weight  in 
procuring  that  decision  in  favor  of  Capt.  Asgill,  which  he  had 
no  right  to  expect  from  the  very  unsatisfactory  measures  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  British  Commander  in  Chief,  to  atone 
for  a  crime  of  the  blackest  dye;  not  to  be  justified  by  the  prac- 
tices of  War  and  unknown  at  this  day  amongst  civilized  Na- 
tions. I  however  flatter  myself  that  our  enemies  have  been 
brought  to  view  this  transaction  in  its  true  light  and  that  we 
shall  not  experience  a  repetition  of  the  like  enormity. 

Capt.  Asgill  has  been  released  and  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  re- 
turn to  the  Arms  of  an  affectionate  parent  whose  pathetic  ad- 
dress to  your  Excellency  could  not  fail  of  interesting  every 
feeling  heart  in  her  behalf. 

29 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "D  Humphrys  ADC." 
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I  have  no  right  to  assume  any  particular  merit  from  the  leni- 
ent manner  in  which  this  disagreeable  afTair  has  terminated. 
But  I  beg  you  to  believe,  Sir,  that  I  most  sincerely  rejoice,  not 
only  because  your  humane  intentions  are  gratified,  but  because 
the  event  accords  with  the  wishes  of  his  Most  Christian  Maj- 
esty and  his  Royal  and  Amiable  Consort  who  by  their  benevo- 
lence and  Munificence  have  endeared  themselves  to  every  true 
American.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.30 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JEDIDIAH  HUNTINGTON 

November  21, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Commander  in  Chief  directs  me  to  inclose  to  you 
the  Papers  respecting  Sergt.  Gilbert  that  any  investigation  may 
be  made  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case  which  you  shall 
think  proper.  At  the  same  time  I  am  directed  by  him  to  re- 
mark, that  he  considers  it  an  extraordinary  thing  when  an 
officers  Certificate  and  Muster  Rolls  disagree  essentially;  that 
where  the  Enlistments  can  be  found,  they  must  be  considered  as 
the  best  Evidence,  and  that  where  they  cannot  the  Original 
Muster  Rolls  ought  to  be  considered  as  next  in  validity;  which 
must  in  common  cases  be  the  Criterion  for  ascertaining  the 
fact;  and  from  which  the  General  is  determined  not  to  deviate, 
but  upon  the  clearest  and  best  Evidence.  I  have  the  honor  etc.31 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENJAMIN  LINCOLN 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  21, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Letter  from  Major  General  Howe  which  accom- 
panies this,  will  state  to  you  the  particulars  respecting  the 
seizure  of  a  quantity  of  Rum  for  public  use,  at  the  time  he 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman, 

31  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  the  letter  sent  was  signed  by  David  Humphreys, 
A.  D.  C. 
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commanded  at  West  Point,  in  the  year  1780,  which  has  not 
been  paid  for.  Altho  that  Letter  contains  all  the  knowledge  I 
have  of  the  transaction;  yet  I  am  sensible,  our  circumstances  at 
that  period  frequently  required  that  private  property  should  be 
taken  by  Military  coercion,  to  prevent  even  the  disolution  of 
the  Army.  General  Howe  having  mentioned  that  you  wished 
to  have  the  facts  stated  in  writing,  and  he  having  now  made 
the  representation  accordingly;  I  have  only  to  add  that  as  it  is 
certainly  equitable,  it  is  also  my  earnest  desire  that  justice  may 
be  done  to  the  Individuals  whose  property  has  been  made  use 
of  by  the  Public;  and  that  the  Accounts  in  such  cases  ought  as 
soon  as  possible  to  be  liquidated  and  settled.  I  have  the  honor 
etc.32 

To  LUND  WASHINGTON 

Newburgh,  November  21, 1782. 

Dear  Lund :  My  last  letter  would  have  informed  you,  that  I 
was  disappointed  in  my  application  at  Philadelphia,  for  money, 
and  that  I  had  given  up  all  thoughts  of  purchasing  Dows' 
Land.  Since  then,  I  have  met  with  an  offer  of  ^2000  York 
Currency,  for  which,  if  I  take  it,  I  shall  have  to  pay  at  the  rate 
of  7  pr.  Ct.  per  annum,  interest. 

Under  this  disadvantage  and  the  difficulty  I  may  experience 
in  procuring  money  for  repayment  of  the  Loan,  I  would  have 
you,  before  any  conclusion  is  come  to  with  Dow  &  Corny.,  wait 
upon  Mrs.  French  and  Mr.  Dulany  for  the  last  time,  and  know 
decidedly  of  them,  whether,  if  a  bargain  is  struck  with  Dow, 
they  will  make  an  even  exchange  Tract  for  Tract.™  You  may 
inform  them,  as  an  apology  for  this  application,  that  my  reasons 

S2In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  It  is  filed  with  Howe's  letter  to  the  Secretary 
at  War,  Nov.  17,  1782,  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress,  no.  41,  9,  fol.  205. 

^This  land  was  owned  by  the  Alexandria  firm  of  Robert  Adam,  Dow  &  Mclver. 
Mrs.  Daniel  (Penelope  Manley)  French,  the  mother-in-law  of  Benjamin  Dulany,  who, 
as  a  widow,  had  a  life  interest  in  the  land  which  Dulany  was  to  exchange  "  Tract  for 
Tract"  for  the  Adam,  Dow  &  Mclver  holding. 
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for  requiring  a  definitive  answer  to  this  question,  are,  that  no 
man  is  better  acquainted  with  their  Land  than  I  am,  so  con- 
sequently, no  person  can  be  more  fully  convinced  that  ^2000, 
is  the  full  value  of  it;  more  indeed,  than  I  ever  expected  it 
would  cost  me,  in  case  I  should  become  the  purchaser.  That 
as  this  sum  is  the  price  fixed  upon  Dow's  land,  and  two  or 
three  purchasers  are  ready  to  strike;  and  the  sale  of  it  is  only 
suspended  on  my  account,  from  a  disposition  in  Mr.  Adam 
to  give  me  the  preference,  I  cannot  avoid  deciding  thereon  im- 
mediately. That  as  Mrs.  French  is  unwilling  to  part  with  her 
Land  without  having  the  value  of  the  two  Tracts  ascertained; 
it  is  an  evidence  in  my  mind,  that  she  has  reason  to  believe, 
hers  will  be  highest  valued.  And  lastly,  if  this  should  be  the 
case,  and  I,  in  addition  to  the  ^2000  shou'd  have  a  further  sum 
to  pay,  it  would  advance  the  price  of  her  Land  in  the  neck  so 
much  beyond  its  real  value,  that  I  think  it  most  prudent  to 
forego  the  purchase  of  Dow's  land  as  the  means  of  affecting 
the  exchange  for  hers,  rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  paying 
too  severely  for  the  gratification  of  a  mere  fancy,  (for  it  is  no 
more)  of  patting  the  whole  neck  under  one  fence;  as  it  is  well 
known  that  I  stand  in  no  need  of  Land,  or  meadow  for  all  my 
purposes. 

In  my  letter  of  the  15th.  of  March  last  to  Mr.  Dulany,  I  ob- 
served: "If  there  are  Lands  for  which  Mrs.  French  and  you 
are  disposed  to  barter  your  tract  on  Dogue  run,  and  these 
Lands  can  be  had  upon  reasonable  terms,  it  will  in  the  end,  be 
the  same  thing  to  me,  as  a  direct  purchase."  Whether  the  price 
fixed  upon  Dow's  land  is  reasonable  or  not;  I,  never  having 
seen  or  heard  of  it,  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine:  but 
as  it  is  much  higher  than  I  conceived  any  Tract  of  its  size,  ad- 
joining the  Land  on  which  Mrs.  French  lives,  could  possibly  be 
rated;  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  being  optional  in  me  to  purchase 
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it  or  not,  as  my  abilities  and  inclination  shall  decide.  If  Dows 
land  contains  half  the  improved,  and  improvable  meadow 
which  he  says  it  does,  and  the  difference  could  be  determined 
by  northern  men,  or  men  experienced  in  the  worth  of  Grass 
Land,  I  should  be  sure  of  having  it  valued  to  considerably  more 
than  Mrs.  Frenches;  and  this  you  will  readily  believe  when  I 
tell  you,  that  improved  meadow  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
many  miles  from  any  large  town,  sells  from  thirty  to  sixty 
pounds  an  acre,  but  my  countrymen  are  too  much  used  to  corn 
blades  and  corn  shucks;  and  have  too  little  knowledge  of  the 
profit  of  grass  lands  to  estimate  Dow's  meadow  (if  it  is  really 
good)  at  one  quarter  of  its  value;  and  as  the  rest  of  the  tract 
may  be  but  ordinary,  or  at  best  midling  forest  land,  I  should 
not  be  candid,  if  I  did  not  declare  my  apprehension  that  this 
tract  would  be  undervalued,  not  designedly,  but  for  want  of  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  derived 
from  meadows.  I  therefore  think  it  more  consistent  with  com- 
mon prudence,  if  there  cannot  be  an  even  exchange,  to  re- 
linquish all  hope  of  getting  Mrs.  French's  land,  than  to  run 
the  hazards  of  paying  infinitely  more  than  the  worth;  espe- 
cially, as  I  observed  before,  when  I  should  only  please  my 
fancy,  and  that  at  the  expence  of  my  judgment,  by  getting  in 
return  Lands  which  are  very  much  worn,  without  meadow, 
or  ground  capable  of  making  it ;  little  Timber  or  firewood,  and 
both  very  inconvenient;  decayed  Fences,  and  some  inclosures 
already  dependent  upon  me  for  their  security;  and  this  too, 
when  I  am  conscious,  that  Dow's  meadow  alone,  if  it  is  as  large 
and  as  good  as  he  represents  it,  would  yield  more  nett  profit 
annually,  than  the  labor  of  a  dozen  negroes  on  Mrs.  French's 
Farm  would  do,  well  managed. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  that  you  may  know  my  ultimate 
determination,  and  the  reasons  upon  which  it  is  founded.  You 
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have  nothing  more  to  do  therefore,  than  to  ask  Mrs.  French 
and  Mr.  Dulany,  simply,  whether  they  will  take  Dow's  land 
for  theirs,  Tract  for  Tract.  If  they  agree  to  it,  then  strike  the 
bargain  with  Dow  &  Co.,  get  writings  suitable  to  the  purpose 
of  all  parties,  executed,  and  draw  upon  me  for  the  money.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  they  do  not  agree  to  it,  acquaint  Dow  &  Co. 
therewith  and  thank  them  for  the  preference  given  me;  and 
inform  me  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  final  conclusion  of  the 
business,  that  the  Gentleman34  who  has  offered  me  the  money, 
may  not  be  held  in  suspense.  If  I  could  get  the  money  upon 
better  terms  than  is  offered,  or  if  I  knew  how,  or  when  I  could 
replace  it,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  speculate  in  Dow's 
land,  if  it  has  the  quantity  of  meadow  described,  for  I  am  sure, 
so  near  Alexandria  as  it  lies,  it  will  become  immensely  valu- 
able. Remember  me  kindly  to  your  wife  and  all  friends. 
I  am,  &c.35 

To  LUND  WASHINGTON 

Newburg,  November  21, 1782. 
Dear  Lund:  The  Letter  which  will  be  enclosed  with  this, 
will  inform  you,  that  since  my  letter  by  the  last  Post,  I  have 
had  the  offer  of  ^2000  York  Currency,  and  the  terms  of  it. 
But  before  you  strike  any  bargain  with  Dow  &  Co.  for  their 
Land,  I  would  have  you  view  it  critically,  and  form  your  own 
judgment  of  the  quality  of  it.  To  do  this  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy,  you  must  estimate  the  quantity  of  improved  and  im- 
provable meadow;  the  nature  of  it;  the  quantity  of  Hay  the 
first  will  yield;  and  the  expence  which  will  attend  the  cutting 
and  making  of  it.  How  much  of  the  latter  can  be  added,  and 

MGov.  George  Clinton. 

3"'From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


1782]  A  LAND  DEAL  365 

the  cost  of  doing  it;  these  things  with  a  proper  valuation  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  Tract,  will  shew  you  whether  I  shall  be  safe 
in  giving  the  price  asked.  Or  if  Dow  will  pay  such  a  rent  as  he 
once  said  he  wou'd  give  to  whomsoever  should  be  the  pur- 
chaser, there  need  be  no  hesitation  in  that  case  neither;  because 
the  rent  will  amount  to  more  than  the  interest  of  the  money. 
If  the  price  of  this  Land  will  not  stand  the  test  of  the  first 
mode  of  valuation;  and  the  second,  as  I  suspect  was  noth- 
ing more  than  a  mere  puff,  and  it  shall  appear  that  there  is 
some  collusion  or  finesse  in  Dow  &  Co.  to  extort  a  high  price 
from  me,  I  know  of  but  one  other  method  by  which  you  can 
proceed  with  propriety  and  safety,  and  that  is,  to  pursue  the 
mode  which  I  have  pointed  out  in  the  letter  herewith  enclosed, 
and  which  I  have  made  a  seperate  one,  that  you  may  as  from 
yourself,  candidly  let  them  see,  consider,  and  determine  on  it. 
If  all  these  expedients  fail,  (as  of  your  own  motion)  you 
might  suggest  the  following  proposition  of  it,  vizt:  Let  the 
four  persons,  named  by  Mrs.  French  to  ascertain  the  value  of 
the  two  Tracts,  agree  upon  the  choice  of  a  fifth,  (an  odd  mem- 
ber is  essential,  in  case  of  a  diversity  of  opinion,  to  give  a  de- 
ciding voice;  it  is  also  necessary  for  another  reason  which  I 
shall  not  name,  but  which  is  too  obviouts  not  to  strike  you.) 
Let  these  five  ascertain,  after  a  thorough  review  of  both  Tracts, 
and  due  consideration  given  to  the  local  situation  of  each,  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  attending  both,  the  quantity  of 
the  Land  &c.  &c,  the  value  of  each  Tract,  as  a  Tract.  Let  both 
parties  be  at  liberty  to  agree  or  disagree  to  this  valuation;  but 
let  Mrs.  French  and  Mr.  Dulany  declare  explicity  if  they  are 
satisfied  with  the  valuation  and  difference  which  shall  be  ad- 
judged by  these  five  persons,  that  it  shall  be  a  bargain  on  their 
part,  if  I  agree  to  it,  and  you  to  give  me  immediate  notice  of  it, 
that  I  may  also  say,  yea,  or  nay. 
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You  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  inform  Mr.  Dulany,  and 
may  do  it  very  truly,  that  I  look  upon  ,£2000,  to  be  a  great  price 
for  his  Land;  that  my  wishes  to  obtain  it,  do  not  proceed  from 
its  intrinsic  value,  but  from  the  motives  I  have  candidly  as- 
signed in  my  odier  letter.  That  to  indulge  this  fancy,  (for  in 
truth  there  is  more  fancy  than  judgment  in  it)  I  have  sub- 
mitted, or  am  willing  to  submit,  to  the  disadvantage  of  bor- 
rowing as  large  a  sum  as  I  think  this  Land  is  worth,  in  order  to 
come  at  it;  but  that,  rather  than  go  beyond  this,  as  he  and  Mrs. 
French,  for  some  reasons  unknown  to  me,  certainly  expect 
their  Land  will  be  valued  higher  than  Dow's;  I  choose  to 
forego  the  purchase  of  the  latter  and  relinquish  thereby  all 
prospect  of  obtaining  his  land,  through  that  means. 

As  the  Gentleman  of  whom  I  am  to  borrow  the  money  will 
be  held  in  suspence  until  I  get  a  definitive  answer  from  you ; 
you  will  readily  see  the  propriety  of  bringing  the  matter  to 
issue,  some  way  or  another,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  giving  me 
notice  of  it.30  Iam,&c. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 

Thursday,  November  21,  1782. 

Parole  Norwalk.    Countersigns  Overton,  Pompton. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Shepard  and  Major  Scott. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  Maryland  Detachment. 

The  Commander  in  chief  in  consideration  of  the  long  and 
disagreable  restraint  he  has  laboured  under  and  the  many  diffi- 
culties which  would  attend  the  assembling  a  General  Court- 
martial  for  his  trial  is  pleased  to  release  Captn.  William 
McCurdy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  from  his  arrest  to  return  to 

MSec  Washington's  letter  to  Gov.  George  Clinton,  Dec.  23,  1782,  post. 
31  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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his  duty.  He  at  the  same  time  thinks  proper  to  declare  that 
Captain  William  McCurdy  is  as  free  of  any  imputation  of  mis- 
conduct as  if  his  arrest  had  not  taken  place,  or  had  been 
acquitted  on  the  fullest  investigation  of  his  case  by  a  General 
Courtmartial. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 

Friday,  November  22, 1782. 

Parole  Quibbletown.    Countersigns  Roxbury,  Somerset. 

^      ,      ,  [Lieutenant  Colonel  Mellen 

For  the  day  tomorrow  s , ,  .     _, 

L  Major  Trescot 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  1st.  New  Jersey  regiment. 

Captain  Jeremiah  Fogg38  of  the  2d.  Newhampshire  regiment 
is  appointed  brigade  major  to  the  Newhampshire  Brigade  from 
the  nth.  instant  vice  Captn.  Robinson39  and  is  to  be  respected 
accordingly. 

On  account  of  the  distance  of  head  quarters  from  Camp,  the 
Commander  in  cheif  dispenses  with  the  attendance  of  die  Field 
officers  of  the  day,  the  day  they  are  on  duty;  but  expects  the 
pleasure  of  their  company  the  day  they  are  relieved:  when  they 
may  give  in  their  reports. 

The  several  Brigades  are  desired  to  open  the  front  of  their 
encampments,  and  the  communications  by  which  they  are  to 
receive  their  provisions  and  other  stores,  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  November  21  Tench  Tilghman  wrote  to  Lieut.  Jonathan  Rhea,  of  the  Second 
New  Jersey  Regiment,  directing  him  to  join  his  regiment  with  his  detachment,  and  to 
send  Captain  Schaiak  (Schaak)  to  Dobbs  Ferry,  where  he  would  be  paroled  and  per- 
mitted to  go  into  New  York.  Schaiak  was  the  other  British  officer  selected  with  Asgill 
for  possible  retaliation  for  the  murder  of  Huddy.  Tilghman's  draft  is  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers. 

^He  served  to  June,  1783.  (Heitman  states  that  Fogg  was  transferred  from  the 
Second  to  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment  in  March,  1782.) 

39Capt.  Caleb  Robinson.  He  had  retired  in  March,  1782.  (Heitman  states  he  ranked 
as  major  of  the  Second  New  Hampshire  Regiment  from  October,  1781.) 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  November  22, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  Returns 
of  the  Invalid  Regt.  accompanied  by  the  Copy  of  a  letter  from 
Colo.  Nicola  on  the  subject  of  reforming  the  Corps.  That  part 
of  it  which  respects  the  inexpediency  of  reducing  it  wholly  at 
this  season  of  the  year  is  worthy  of  attention. 

There  is  a  detachment  in  Philada.  who  are  not  included  in 
the  Returns  now  sent,  you  will  be  pleased  to  call  upon  the  Offi- 
cer to  furnish  you  with  similar  ones  of  those  Men.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.40 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Saturday,  November  23, 1782. 

Parole  Tunbridge.    Countersigns  Ulster,  Windsor 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colonel  Reid  and  Major  Darby. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Jersey  regiment. 

At  a  General  courtmartial  held  at  Westpoint.  By  order  of 
Major  Genl.  Knox,  the  18th.  instant.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hunt- 
ington, President: 

John  Abel,  John  Cogdon  and  Philip  King,  soldiers  belong- 
ing to  the  1st.  Newyork  regiment  charged  with  being  out  of 
camp  at  an  unseasonable  hour  and  killing  an  ox  belonging  to 
an  inhabitant,  on  the  night  of  the  nth.  instant,  were  tried  and 
found  guilty  in  breach  of  article  1st.  section  13th.  and  Article 

''"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

On  November  22  Washington  forwarded  this  letter  to  La  Luzerne,  in  a  brief  note, 
asking  him  to  send  it  with  his  first  dispatches  from  Philadelphia  on  the  Chesapeake, 
"as  I  shall  send  a  duplicate  by  the  Frigate  which  the  Marquis  dc  Vaudrcuil  proposes 
sending  from  Boston  the  beginning  of  next  Month."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 
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5th.  section  18th.  of  the  rules  and  Articles  of  war  and  sentenced 
each  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  on  his  naked  back. 

The  commander  in  chief  approves  the  Sentence  of  the  court. 

It  is  observed  that  there  are  a  number  of  Hutts  erecting  for 
Sutlers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp,  some  of  whom  for  improper 
conduct  have  already  been  driven  from  the  Post  of  Westpoint. 
The  General  requests  Major  General  Gates  will  be  pleased  to 
call  upon  the  Commanding  officers  of  brigades  (who  are  pre- 
viously to  consult  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments)  and 
fix  with  them  upon  the  number  and  names  of  those  who  are  to 
be  allowed  to  suttle  that  they  may  be  reported  to  the  Quarter 
Master  Generals  office  and  regularly  licensed.  Any  persons  pre- 
suming to  retail  Liquors  to  the  soldiers  without  such  Lincense 
will  have  them  seized  and  confiscated  for  public  use,  and  their 
houses,  if  they  have  any,  instantly  pulled  down,  upon  conviction 
before  the  field  officers  of  the  day,  who  are  authorised  and  di- 
rected to  attend  to  the  execution  of  this  order. 

The  Assistant  Inspector  having  reported  that  officers  and 
others  who  have  drawn  men  from  the  Line  for  Servants 
and  other  purposes  do  not  send  them  to  their  corps  to  appear 
at  the  Monthly  inspection  although  they  are  sufficiently  near 
the  army  to  do  it.  The  Commander  in  chief  directs  in  the  most 
positive  manner  that  it  be  complied  with  in  future  when  the 
distance  will  admit  and  desires  the  Inspector,  or  Assistant  to 
report  the  names  of  those  who  do  not  pay  a  proper  attention 
to  the  order. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Sunday,  November  24, 1782. 
Parole  Xantippe.    Countersigns  Yelverton,  Zebulon. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colonel  Newhall,  Majr.  Knapp. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  first  Newyork  regiment. 
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AFTER  ORDERS 

A  Serjeant,  Corporal  and  twelve  men  from  the  ioth.  Massats. 
regiment  to  be  sent  to  Fishkill  landing  tomorrow  morning  to 
assist  in  removing  Military  stores  from  that  place  and  Fishkill 
to  Westpoint.  They  will  receive  Instructions  from  Mr.  John 
Ruddock  D.  C.  M.  S.  and  are  to  carry  with  diem  what  pro- 
visions they  have  on  hand  as  it  is  likely  they  may  be  kept  on 
that  duty  five,  or  six  days. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Monday,  November  25, 1782. 

Parole  Arlington.    Countersigns  Baltimore,  Chatham. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Vose,  Major  Graham. 

For  duty  tomorrow  2d.  Newyork  regiment. 

The  order  of  the  2d.  instant  respecting  making  Provision 
for  covering  the  companies  of  Light  infantry  having  been  dif- 
ferently understood,  the  General  directs  that  the  respective 
regiments  shall  go  on  compleating  the  hutts  of  their  Light 
companies. 

This  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  a  hardship  as  those  troops 
continue  to  undergoe  severe  duty  on  the  Lines.  As  soon  as  the 
hutts  are  in  a  greater  degree  of  forwardness  the  Light  Troops 
will  be  releived  from  the  Lines. 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  November  25, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  your  Excellencys  Letter  of  the  22d. 
The  Packet  for  the  Minister  was  immediately  forwarded. 
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We  have  yet  no  advices  directly  from  Charles  Town. 

I  enclose  your  Excellency  some  of  the  latest  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia  Papers.  After  you  have  read  them  be  pleased  to 
forward  them  to  the  Admiral.  By  the  first  it  appears  that  Lord 
Howe's  Fleet  had  met  with  a  severe  gale  of  Wind,  after  they 
left  the  English  Channel;  and  in  the  last  there  are  some  Re- 
ports of  the  surrender  of  Gibralter,  but  not  sufficiently  authen- 
tic to  Merit  full  belief. 

I  think  it  may  be  depended  on  that  several  British  Regiments 
are  under  Orders  for  embarkation  at  New  York.  My  accounts 
say  four. 

Your  Excellency  can  need  no  assurances  of  the  happiness  I 
shall  have  in  seeing  you  at  my  Quarters.  I  have  the  honor  etc.41 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  November  25,  1782. 

Sir:  You  having  been  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  that  you 
should  dispatch  a  Frigate  for  France  the  beginning  of  the  next 
Month,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  recommending  the  inclosed 
to  your  care. 

Admiral  Lord  Hood  commanded  the  division  of  the  British 
fleet  which  sailed  the  26th.  of  October.  The  remainder  of  the 
Fleet  had  not  sailed  by  my  last  accounts  from  New  York,  but  it 
was  said  they  were  busily  preparing  for  it  in  consequence  of 
some  alarming  accounts  from  Jamaica.  My  Accounts  also  say 
that  four  British  Regiments  are  under  orders  to  embark. 

The  Count  de  Rochambeau  will  be  good  enough  to  forward 
to  you  some  of  the  latest  New  York  and  Philada.  papers;  by 
the  first  it  appears  that  Lord  Howes  Fleet  had  met  with  a  severe 

"In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  From  the  original  in  the  Rochambeau  Papers 
in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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Gale  of  Wind  after  they  left  the  English  Channel  and  by  the 
last  that  Gibralter  surrendered  on  the  17th.  of  Sepr.  but  I  do 
not  think  it  is  to  be  depended  on.  I  have  the  honor  etc.42 

*To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Newburgh,  November  26, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Colo.  Varrick  delivered  me  your  Excellency's  favor 
of  the  22d.  I  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  to  ob- 
tain information  on  the  points  we  conversed  at  our  last  meet- 
ing. I  have  done  the  same,  and  still  keep  the  matter  full  in 
view. 

That  the  Enemy  are  about  to  make  a  detachment  from  New 
York  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt;  but  to  what  extent,  or  when 
it  will  take  place  is  more  uncertain.  Four  Regiments  (British) 
will,  I  believe,  certainly  go.  I  am  etc.43 

To  MRS.  RICHARD  BENNETT  LLOYD 

Newburg,  November  26, 1782. 

Madam :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  enclosed  Letters  to 
you,  and  am  respectfully  your,  etc. 

P.  S.  I  was  upon  the  point  of  sealing  the  packet  which  con- 
tained the  above  when  your  favour  of  the  5th.  inclosing  letters 
for  your  friends  in  England  was  presented  to  me.  I  have  put 
the  latter  under  cover  to  Major  Murray  of  New  York,  and  have 
no  doubt  of  their  being  in  his  hands  in  the  course  of  a  day  or 
two,  as  it  rarely  happens  that  three  succeeding  days  go  over, 
without  a  Flag's  passing  between  the  advanced  posts  of  the 
two  armies. 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilphman. 

^From  the  Washington  Photostats  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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I  felt  a  pleasure  at  being  informed  by  you,  that  your  friends 
were  all  well,  when  you  last  heard  from  them  by  way  of 
France.  The  letter  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  send  you, 
will  I  hope  convey  acco'ts  equally  pleasing,  and  of  more  recent 
date.44  I  am,  etc.45 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 

Tuesday,  November  26, 1782. 

Parole  Dublin.  Countersigns  Caton,  Fairfield. 

_      ,      .  [Lt.  Colonel  Dearborn 

ror  the  day  tomorrows.  ,  .     -n     •     •« 
1  IMajor  Pettingill 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  1st.  Newhamshire  regiment. 

The  Honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  having 
been  pleased  to  pass  the  following  resolve  confirming  the  ex- 
planation given  by  the  Secretary  at  War  of  the  4th.  section  of  the 
resolve  of  the  7th.  of  August  last  published  in  the  after  order  of 
the  30th.  of  October  and  making  an  addition  to  the  number 
of  Subalterns  allow'd  by  the  resolve  of  the  7th.  of  August,  the 
same  is  to  be  observed  in  compleating  the  arrangement  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut  Lines. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  Novr-  19,  1782- 

On  the  report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  a 
Committee  on  a  Letter  of  the  30th.  of  October  from  the  Secretary  at  War. 

Resolved,  That  the  senior  officers  of  each  grade,  sufficient  to  form  corps 
agreable  to  the  act  of  the  7th  of  August  last,  (the  regiments  to  have  their 
compliment  of  officers,  as  established  by  the  acts  of  the  3  and  21  of  October, 

44 Washington  wrote  also  to  Richard  Bennett  Lloyd  (November  26),  acknowledg- 
ing his  letters  for  England  and  stating  that  they  had  been  forwarded  along  with  Mrs. 
Lloyd's  to  Major  [Daniel]  Murray,  of  the  King's  American  Dragoons,  in  New  York. 
To  Major  Murray  Washington  also  sent  a  brief  covering  note  accompanying  the 
letters.  These  letters  are  entered  in  the  "  Letter  book." 

45 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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1780,  except  as  to  the  therein  proposed  supernumerary  subaltern  for 
receiving  the  recruits,  who  shall  be  omitted,)  shall  be  retained  in  service 
for  the  command  of  the  said  corps;  and  the  redundant  junior  officers  of 
the  several  grades  shall  retire  from  immediate  service,  agreeably  to  the 
said  first  recited  act,  but  the  said  junior  officers,  so  retireing  shall  retain 
their  rank  in  the  army,  and  be  liable  and  entitled  to  be  called  into  actual 
service,  only  when  regiments  or  corps  shall  be  raised  for  them  by  their  re- 
spective states.  But  any  senior  officer,  entitled  to  remain  in  service,  shall 
have  the  liberty  of  retiring,  with  the  emouliments  of  officers  retiring 
under  the  acts  last  recited,  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  southern  army,  on  such  retiring 
officer  relinquishing  his  command  and  future  right  of  promotion  in  the 
army,  and  signifying  the  same,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next, 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  southern 
army,  who  shall  duly  transmit  lists  of  such  retiring  officers  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  War;  any  act  or  resolution  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  hereof 
notwithstanding. 

Senior  officers  who  are  entitled  to  remain  in  service  but  who 
may  choose  to  retire  with  the  emoulements  allowed  by  the 
before  recited  resolve  will  return  themselves  as  directed  on 
or  before  the  1st.  day  of  January  next. 

The  army  will  be  mustered  for  the  month  of  November 
upon  the  following  days:  Maryland  and  Jersey  troops,  30th. 
Inst.;  York,  1  December;  1st.  Massachusetts  brigade,  2d;  2d. 
do.  and  10th.  Regiment,  3d;  3d.  ditto,  4th;  Garrison  at  West- 
point,  5th.  and  6th;  Newhampshire,  8th. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 

Wednesday,  November  27, 1782. 
Parole  Gibraltar.    Countersigns  Hannover,  Uchester. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colonel  Hull,  and  Major  Morrill. 
For  duty  the  2d.  Newhampshire  regiment. 
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The  honorable  the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
following  Resolve. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 

November  12th.  1782. 

Whereas  no  provision  has  been  made  by  Congress  for  the  geographers 
to  the  armies  of  the  United  States;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  geographer  to  the  main  army  and  the  geographer 
to  the  southern  department,  be  each  of  them  allowed  sixty  dollars  per 
month,  three  rations  per  day,  forage  for  two  saddle  horses,  one  two-horse 
covered  waggon,  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  month  for  a 
servant,  for  whom  they  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  one  ration  per  day,  and 
the  cloathing  allowed  to  a  private  soldier. 

That  the  assistant  geographers  if  such  officer  shall  be  judged  necessary 
by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  be  allowed  thirty  dollars  per  month,  one 
ration  per  day,  and  forage  for  one  saddle  horse. 

That  when  chain-bearers  shall  be  employed,  not  being  soldiers,  they 
shall  each  be  allowed  half  a  dollar  per  day. 

The  Cloathier  general  having  reported  that  he  can  make  a 
distribution  of  shoes,  stockings,  and  a  few  blankets  to  the 
troops,  the  regimental  Paymasters  are  directed  to  call  for  their 
respective  proportions. 

The  Commander  in  Cheif  has  the  pleasure  of  announcing 
that  a  delivery  of  two  shirts  per  man  will  shortly  be  made  to 
the  whole  Army. 

Tomorrow  being  thanksgiving  day  a  Gill  of  West  India 
rum  per  man  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  troops. 

The  Fatigue  party  from  the  10th.  Massa.  regimt.  employed 
in  removing  Military  Stores  from  Fishkill  landing  and  Fish- 
kill  are  to  be  relieved  this  afternoon  by  a  like  number  from  the 
9th.  The  10th.  regiment  being  to  march  to  Verplanks  point 
tomorrow  to  assist  in  repairing  the  Fortifications  at  that  post. 
Colonel  Tupper  will  please  to  apply  at  Head  Quarters  this  eve- 
ning for  instructions. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  November  27,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  20th. 
covering  a  Resolve  making  provision  for  the  Geographers  of 
the  Army  and  another  explanatory  of  the  Resolve  of  the  7th. 
of  Augt.  A  Question  has  been  made  whether  The  Liberty  for 
senior  Officers  intitled  to  remain  in  service,  to  retire  upon  half 
pay,  is  confined  to  those  Lines  which  are  now  to  be  reformed 
or  whether  the  allowance  is  general.  Be  pleased  to  answer  this 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  expect  applications. 

I  have  yet  heard  nothing  from  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey 
is  taking  measures  to  fill  her  Battalions  to  500  Rank  and  File. 

Hazens  Regt.  is  so  respectable  at  present  that  I  should  not 
think  a  reform  expedient  at  this  time.  He  probably  may  have 
more  Officers  than  the  establishment  requires;  if  so,  the  super- 
numeraries may  be  put  upon  the  footing  of  those  in  other 
Corps. 

I  pray  your  attention  to  the  Shirts  for  the  Army.  They  are 
extremely  wanted,  and  I  wish  an  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  6th. 
Inst,  respecting  the  general  supply  of  Cloathing  for  the  next 
Year. 

I  have  granted  a  permit  for  the  Ship  Amazon  to  proceed 
from  New  York  to  Wilmington  with  Cloathing  &c.  for  the 
Prisoners  of  War  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia.  I 
inclose  you  a  Copy  of  it.  I  have  informed  Sir  Guy  Carleton  of 
the  consequences  of  putting  other  Goods  than  those  really  in- 
tended for  the  prisoners,  on  board  the  Flag,  and  have  desired 
him  to  direct  Capt.  Armstrong40  to  make  you  a  Return  upon 
his  arrival  at  Wilmington  of  the  number  of  Packages  under  the 

1"Capt.  Thomas  Armstrong,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Second  Foot.  He  was  assistant 
deputy  quartermaster  general,  British  Army  in  America. 
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Care  and  their  Contents.  You  will  then  be  pleased  to  furnish 
him  with  the  necessary  passports  to  the  interior  Country.  I 
have  the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  We  have  such  a  great  number  of  Arms  become  useless 
for  the  want  of  small  repairs,  that  I  am  very  anxious  some 
measures  should  be  fallen  upon  this  winter  to  make  our  stock 
good.  I  submit  to  you,  whether  a  Company  of  German  Artif- 
icers, a  Contract  for  repairing  Arms,  or  some  other  immedi- 
ate and  effectual  expedients,  are  not  essential  to  the  success  of 
our  future  prospects. 

The  Inspector  has  represented  the  necessity  of  having  Com- 
pany Books  sent  on  before  the  close  of  the  year,  as  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  have  die  accounts  kept  regularly  without  them;  it 
is  for  that  reason  I  wish  it  might  be  done.47 

To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  November  27, 1782. 
Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  you  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
23d.  Supposing  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  you,  as  it  will  be 
to  me,  that  Capt.  Armstrong  and  two  other  Gentlemen,  should 
accompany  the  supplies  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  Prisoners  of 
War,  I  have  included  them  in  the  Passports  for  the  Amazon. 
Upon  Capt.  Armstrongs  arrival  at  Wilmington,  he  will  be 
pleased  to  report  himself  to  Major  Genl.  Lincoln,  Secretary  at 
War,  at  Philada.  and  furnish  him  with  an  exact  Return  of  the 
number  of  Packages  under  his  care  and  their  Contents.  The 
Secretary  at  War,  to  whom  I  have  written,  will  then  furnish 
him  with  passports  for  the  safe  conduct  of  the  Goods  to  the 
interior  country. 

47The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman;  the  P.  S.  is  in  that  of  David 
Humphreys. 
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I  must  request  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  give  strict 
order  that  no  Goods  besides  those  really  proper  and  necessary 
for  the  Officers  and  Men  be  covered  under  the  Flag;  such  prac- 
tices have  prevailed,  in  some  instances,  before  your  Excellency 
came  into  command  and  very  disagreeable  consequences  have 
followed.  I  have  .the  honor  etc.48 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  MOSES  HAZEN 

Head  Quarters,  November  27, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favor  of  the  24th.  with  Copy  of  Capt. 
Duncans  letter  to  you  and  your  answer.  I  approve  much  of 
your  directing  him  to  remain  with  his  Men.  I  hope  a  very  little 
time  may  render  the  Quarters  of  the  Officer  who  commands 
at  the  Block  House  more  comfortable  than  they  are  at  present. 
I  directed  the  fifty  additional  Men  to  be  sent  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Sufferans,upon  a  supposition  that  you  were  pressed  for 
room  at  Pompton,  but  if  you  can  accommodate  the  remainder 
of  your  Regt.  there,  you  need  not  increase  the  detachment  at 
the  Clove  beyond  50. 

Be  pleased  to  order  Capt.  Duncan  to  enquire  whether  any 
Saw  Mill  convenient  to  the  Block  House  could  furnish  the 
quantity  of  Boards  necessary  to  repair  it.  If  it  can  I  will  direct 
the  Qr.  Master  to  endeavour  to  procure  them.  In  the  meantime, 
let  him  be  doing  what  he  can  to  make  himself  and  Men  com- 
fortable, and  if  you  will  send  up  a  light  Waggon  with  a  Return 
of  shoes  and  Qr.  Masters  stores  wanting,  they  shall  be  sent  to 
you.  You  must  make  your  arrangements  with  the  secretary 
at  War  for  other  Cloathing,  as  we  have  it  not  here.  I  presume 

The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman,  and  is  followed  by  a  draft,  also  by 
Tilghman,  of  the  passport  for  the  ship  Amazon,  John  Floyd,  master,  to  proceed  from 
New  York  to  Wilmington.  The  passport  is  dated  November  27. 


1782]  WORKS  AT  VERPLANCKS  379 

you  have  sent  up  to  West  Point  for  Ammunition  in  conse- 
quence of  mine  by  Capt.  Pray. 

Be  pleased  to  send  an  intelligent  Officer  to  Ringwood  with 
directions  to  see  whether  a  number  of  Men  might  not  be  ac- 
commodated in  the  Buildings  there,  with  some  Repairs  to 
them.  I  am  &c.49 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  November  27,  1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  extremely  obliged  by  the  information  con- 
tained in  your  two  favors  of  the  14th  and  25th  Inst.  Your  chan- 
nel of  Intelligence  seems  to  be  so  direct  and  accurate,  that  I 
cannot  but  press  you  to  avail  yourself  of  it.  I  shall  thank  you 
still  to  make  your  enquiries  respecting  the  Cantonment  and 
state  of  the  Enemy's  force;  the  embarkation  of  Troops;  Sail- 
ing of  the  Fleet  &c.  as  minute,  and  at  the  same  time  as  extensive 
and  pointed  as  possible.  I  am  etc.50 

To  COLONEL  BENJAMIN  TUPPER 

Head  Quarters,  November  27, 1782. 
Sir:  You  are  to  proceed  according  to  the  General  Order  of 
the  day,  with  your  Regiment  to  Verplank's  Point,  in  order  to 
assist  in  repairing  the  Work  at  that  place.  You  will  take  your 
Tents  with  you,  and  in  the  first  place  attend  to  the  comfort  and 
conveniency  of  your  Men,  by  building  Chimneys  to  the  Tents. 
You  will  take  your  directions,  as  to  the  repair  of  the  Works, 
from  Major  Rochefontaine  the  Acting  Engineer.  When  you 
are  relieved,  which  will  be  in  one  Week,  you  will  leave  your 

49 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
50  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 


380  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Nov. 

Tents  standing  for  the  relieving  Regt.  The  Huts  will  be  ready 
for  the  Men  when  they  return.  The  Qr.  Mr.  General  will  fur- 
nish the  necessary  Tools.  I  am  etc.51 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  November  27, 1782. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  25th.  with  its  enclosures  came  safe  by  the 
Dragoons  yesterday;  I  had  occasion  to  delay  writing  untill  this 
Morg.  which  will  account  for  their  not  returning  so  soon  as 
you  expected. 

I  very  much  approve  the  plan52  you  suggest,  but  cannot  agree 
with  you  respecting  the  time;  I  should  think  it  ought  to  be,  at 
the  instant  when  the  Troops  on  the  Lines  are  relieved;  you 
may  make  your  calculations  accordingly,  and  two  Companies 
of  Lt  Infantry  will  in  that  case  be  sent  to  Bedford.  But  as  I  am 
not  certain  when  the  relief  will  be  ordered  you  will  do  nothing 
final  until  you  hear  farther  from  me.  Do  not  fail  to  accomplish 
what  I  desired.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  The  Relief  will  not  be  postponed  beyond  the  8th  or  9th 
of  Deer.53 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 

Thursday,  November  28,  1782. 
Parole  Kellington.    Countersigns  Litchfield,  Marblehead. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colo.  Cochran,  Major  Wait.54 
For  duty  tomorrow  1st.  Massachusetts  regiment. 


"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
For  an  attempt  upon  Col.  Benjamin  Thompson's  corps,  which  was  then  stationed 
at  Huntington,  Long  Island. 

MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

"Maj.  Jason  Wait,  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment.   He  resigned  in  Decem- 
ber, 1782. 
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To  COLONEL  WILLIAM  SHEPARD 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  November  29, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  28th,  and  in  reply  to 
the  request  contained  in  it,  I  have  to  observe ;  that,  as  you  have 
been  so  fully  and  repeatedly  made  acquainted  with  my  senti- 
ments respecting  your  leaving  the  Service,  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  interpose  any  farther  in  the  Matter;  and  as  you  seem  to  have 
formed  your  resolution  upon  long  and  mature  consideration, 
I  do  acquiesce  in  your  retiring  from  the  Army  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19th  instant. 

It  only  remains  for  me  then,  to  desire,  in  case  any  thing  new 
should  turn  up  to  occasion  an  alteration  of  prospects  or  senti- 
ments, that  you  will  not  impute  the  dissolution  of  your  con- 
nection with  the  Army,  to  any  agency  of  mine;  but  on  the 
contrary  recollecting  what  I  have  said  and  written  on  the  sub- 
ject, you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  that  having  ever  con- 
sidered you  as  a  valuable  Officer,  I  now  part  with  you,  with 
much  regret,  being  with  sentiments  of  regard  etc.55 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Friday,  November  29, 1782. 

Parole  Newhaven.    Countersigns  Ormond,  Petersborough. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cummings,  Lt. 
Col.  Maxwell. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  7th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

The  honorable  the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
following  resolve. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  Novr.  20,  1782. 

Resolved,  That  commissions  issue,  on  promotions  properly  certified, 
for  all  regimental  officers  entitled  to  fill  vacancies  happening  before  the 

60  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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first  day  of  January  next,  excepting  vacancies  occasioned  by  senior  offi- 
cers retireing,  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  the  19  instant,  any  resolution  of 
Congress  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding. 

By  a  General  courtmartial  held  in  Lancaster  the  first  of  No- 
vember last,  of  which  Colonel  Richard  Butler  was  president, 
Serjeant  Louis  Soso,  of  General  Hazens  regiment,  was  tried 
"for  drawing  his  sword  on  Lieutt.  Sullivan56  of  the  4th.  regi- 
ment of  Light  Dragoons  and  for  attempting  to  kill  him  when 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty";  found  guilty  of  the  charge,  being 
a  breach  of  the  5th.  article  Section  2d.  of  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war  and  sentenced  to  be  reduced  to  a  private  Sentinel  and 
receive  one  hundred  lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  Sentence  but  in  con- 
sideration of  all  circumstances  is  pleased  to  remit  the  corporal 
punishment. 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  November  30, 1782. 
Sir:  By  information  thro'  several  Channels  and  by  the  ac- 
count of  a  very  intelligent  Deserter,  the  second  Division  of  the 
British  Fleet  sailed  on  Friday  the  22d.  inst.  It  consisted  of  13 
ships  of  the  Line.  The  number  of  Frigates  is  not  mentioned  or 
whether  any.  No  Troops  went  with  this  division,  neither  do  I 
hear  any  thing  more  of  the  embarkation  mentioned  in  my  last. 
Admiral  Digby  remains  at  New  York.  His  Flag  is  on  board  the 
Centurion  and  it  is  said  there  are  three  other  ships  of  the  Line 
with  him.  But  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  possible  as  the  whole 

G0  Lieut.  John  Sullivan,  of  the  Fourth  Continental  Dragoons.  Sullivan  was  one  of  the 
prime  movers  in  the  Pennsylvania  mutiny  of  1783,  and  on  June  27,  1786,  Congress 
approved  the  action  of  the  Paymaster  General  of  the  Continental  Army  in  refusing  to 
comply  with  Sullivan's  request  for  his  pay  and  commutation,  he  having  "left  the  serv- 
ice in  June,  1783,  without  leave." 
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Fleet  at  New  York  consisted  of  but  26  or  27  ships  of  the  Line. 
It  is  also  said  that  one  of  those  ships  is  shortly  to  sail  for  Eng- 
land. I  cannot  account  for  my  not  hearing  from  General 
Forman,  (upon  the  Coast  of  Monmouth)  respecting  the  sail- 
ing of  this  last  division  of  the  Fleet,  otherwise  than  by  sup- 
posing that  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  being  absent,  to 
attend  upon  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey. 

We  have  yet  no  official  accounts  from  Charlestown,  but  I  am 
led  to  believe  that  the  evacuation  took  place  about  the  10th  of 
this  Month.  I  have  the  honor  etc.57 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Saturday,  November  30, 1782. 
Parole  Queenhope.    Countersigns  Richmond,  Sheffield. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Lansdale,58  Major  Reading.59 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  4th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  1, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  two  favors  of  the  27th. 
and  29th  Ulto.  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  account  con- 
tained in  the  former;  and  approve  of  your  conduct  respecting 
the  detention  of  the  Flag  as  reported  in  the  latter;  but  it  will 
be  best  under  our  present  circumstances,  for  you  to  send  back 

67 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

08Maj.  Thomas  Lansdale,  of  the  Third  Maryland  Regiment.  He  served  to  Novem- 
ber, 1783. 

59Maj  Samuel  Reading,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  served  to  Novem- 
ber, 1783. 
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Mr  Gardener00  with  his  Flag  Vessel,  at  the  same  time  making 
a  representation  of  his  conduct  to  the  Commissy  of  Naval  Pris- 
oners, and  desiring  that  similar  practices  may  be  prevented  in 
future.  As  to  Baxter61  you  will  keep  him  in  close  confinement, 
until  you  can  send  him  by  some  safe  conveyance  to  the  provost 
Guard  at  West  Point. 

I  should  not  advise  you,  for  certain  reasons  which  have  oc- 
curred to  me,  to  go  by  Water  to  the  place  you  proposed.  [If  you 
can  without  incurring  suspicion  make  another  reconnoitre  by 
next  Tuesday  or]02  Wednesday,  I  think  it  will  be  of  very  good 
consequence. 

When  I  have  a  direct  and  safe  Opportunity  I  will  send  you  a 
few  Guineas  for  the  purchase  of  forage,  as  I  know  the  Forage 
Mastr  has  no  public  Money. 

In  expectation  of  hearing  from  you  again  as  soon  as  may  be, 
I  remain  etc.63 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Sunday,  December  i,  1782. 

Parole  Torrington.    Countersigns  Underwood,  Wakefield. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Greaton,  Majr.  Fish. 

For  duty  tomorrow  3d.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

Brigadier  General  Patterson  is  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  first  Massachusetts  brigade;  the  other  brigades  in  that  line 
are  to  be  commanded  by  the  senior  Colonel  in  each. 

'" Richard  Gardner  (Gardener).  He  was  captain  of  a  British  flag  of  truce  boat  and 
landed  his  American  prisoners,  which  were  exchanged,  some  miles  below  Dobbs 
Ferry,  and  some  of  them  went  into  the  country  without  informing  Smith. 
James  Baxter.   He  was  suspected  of  being  a  British  spy. 

"As  the  draft  is  mutilated,  the  words  in  brackets  have  been  supplied  from  the  Varick 
Transcripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

In  the  Washington  Papers,  under  date  of  December,  1782,  is  a  plan  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Smith  for  an  attack  on  the  British  posts  at  the  north  end  of  Manhattan  Island. 
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♦To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Newburgh,  December  2, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  Your  Excellys.  favor  of  yesterday's  date  came  to  my 
hands  abt.  an  hour  ago.  The  Fleet  (from  all  Accts.)  has  Sailed 
from  New  York,  and  no  Troops  are  gone  with  it.  If  you  cd. 
make  it  convenient  to  ride  down  here  to  morrow  (the  earlier 
the  better  if  the  suddenness  of  it  should  not  create  suspicion) 
I  should  be  happy  in  an  oppertunity  of  conversing  with  you  on 
a  particular  matter  which  will  not  permit  me  to  leave  home  at 
this  time.  With  the  great  esteem  etc. 

To  COLONEL  RUFUS  PUTNAM 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  2, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  that  you  have  had  thoughts  of  retiring 
from  service,  upon  the  Arrangement  which  is  to  take  place  on 
the  1st.  of  Janry;  but  as  there  will  now  be  no  opening  for  it, 
unless  your  reasons  should  be  very  urgent  indeed ;  and  as  there 
are  some  prospects  which  may  perhaps  make  your  continuing 
more  eligible  than  was  expected,  I  have  thought  proper  to 
mention  the  circumstances  in  expectation  they  might  have 
some  influence,  in  inducing  you  to  remain  in  the  Army. 

Colonel  Shepard  having  retired,  and  Brigadr  Genl  Paterson 
being  appointed  to  command  the  1st  Brigade;  you  will  of  con- 
sequence be  the  2nd  Col  in  the  Line  and  have  the  command  of 
a  Brigade,  while  the  Troops  continue  Brigaded  as  at  present; 
besides  I  consider  it  expedient  you  should  be  acquainted  that 
the  question  is  yet  before  Congress,  whether  there  shall  be  two 
Brigadiers  appointed  in  the  Mass  Line  ?  should  you  continue 
you  will  at  least  be  a  Candidate  for  this  promotion.  (The  Seer 
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at  War  is  of  opinion  this  promotion  will  soon  take  place) 
Whether  it  will  or  not  I  am  not  able  to  determine  and  therefore 
I  would  not  flatter  you  too  much  with  expectations,  which  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  gratify ;  but  if  upon  a  view  of  these  circum- 
stances and  prospects,  the  state  of  your  affairs  will  permit  you 
to  continue  in  the  present  arrangement  (which  must  be  com- 
pleated  immediately)  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  Sir  etc.64 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Monday,  December  2, 1782. 

Parole  Antwerp.    Countersigns  Bladensburgh,  Chester. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lieutt.  Colo.  Brooks,65  Major  Scott.06 

For  duty  tomorrow  9th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

The  General  being  informed  that  the  Patroles  have  in  some 
instances  been  guilty  of  irregularities  in  the  houses  where  they 
rendezvous:  desires  that  the  officers  commanding  them  may  not 
halt  at  houses  or  suffer  any  of  their  Party  to  go  into  them  ex- 
cept merely  to  search  for  Soldiers  that  may  be  concealed  there 
and  that  such  search  may  be  always  made  under  the  direction 
of  a  Commissioned  or  Noncommissd.  Officer. 

To  COLONEL  SAMUEL  BLATCHLEY  WEBB 

Head  Quarters,  December  2, 1782. 

Dear  Sir :  You  will  be  pleased  to  order  two  compleat  Compys 

of  Light  Infantry,  to  march  on  tuesday  the  3d  Inst  to  Bedford 

to  assist  in  covering  a  Foraging  Party,  they  will  remain  at  that 

place,  untill  they  receive  Orders  from  Majr  Tallmadge,  who 

a'Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

"Lieut.  Col.  John  Brooks,  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  served  to 
June,  1783. 

""Maj.  William  Scott,  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment.  He  retired  in  January, 
1783. 
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has  directions  for  the  purpose;  the  Men  that  are  detached  on 
that  service  should  have  3  or  4  days  provision;  and  I  think  it 
will  be  best  to  send  the  two  Companies  who  are  stationed  near 
the  Croton,  as  the  Corps  of  Light  Infantry  will  be  relieved 
some  time  the  latter  part  of  this  Week.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  Major  of  the  Battalion 
which  is  on  duty  to  go  to  Bedford  with  the  two  Companies.07 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Newburg,  December  3, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmitt  your  Excellency  the  in- 
formation I  have  just  received  from  General  Forman;  it  has 
somehow  been  a  long  time  on  the  road  but  I  had  before  trans- 
mitted the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuille  the  very  same  intelligence 
which  I  received  by  another  channell,  and  I  now  send  him  this 
confirmation. 

"Friday  Nov.  22.  The  Admiral's  Ship  fired  three  Guns  and 
the  fleet  got  under  way;  there  were  13  large  Ships  of  the  line, 
1  of  50, 2  of  44  Guns  8  Frigates  and  8  Transports ;  they  stood  to 
Sea  with  the  Wind  at  W  S  W." 

By  the  account  of  a  seaman  who  left  New  York  after  the  fleet 
Sailed  there  remained  with  Admiral  Digby  the  Centurion  50 
Guns  and  the  Warwick  of  50  Guns  with  3  or  4  frigates. 

I  have  the  honor  etc.08 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  December  3, 1782. 
Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  30th. 
ulto.  I  have  reed,  a  letter  from  General  Forman,  confirming 

67  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

03In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives,  Aff. 
Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 
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the  sailing  of  the  British  Fleet  on  the  2201.  ulto.  General  For- 
mans  letter  had  been  delayed  by  some  accident  upon  the  Road. 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  it  .  .  .fa9 

It  appears  by  a  late  New  York  paper  that  a  Vessel  had  arrived 
from  St.  Lucia  with  an  account  that  two  ships  of  the  Line  and 
a  50  had  arrived  at  Martinico  with  a  number  of  Transports 
having  on  board  5000  Men.  I  have  the  honor  etc.70 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  DAVID  FORMAN 

Plead  Quarters,  December  3, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favors  of  the  21st.  Septemr.  and  24th.  and 
26th.  October  came  regularly  to  hand;  as  they  only  contained 
intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  Fleet  and  re- 
quired no  particular  answer,  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
give  the  Chain  of  Expresses  the  trouble  of  riding  the  whole 
way  back  to  you. 

Your  letter  of  the  26th.  of  September,  directed  by  favor  of 
Count  de  Breuille,71  never  reached  my  hands  untill  the  4th.  of 
November  and  then  it  came  from  the  Eastward.  How  this  de- 
lay happened  I  cannot  say;  But  I  beg  you  to  believe  that  had 
the  letter  have  come  directly  to  me,  I  should  not  have  failed  to 
have  given  you  the  information  you  requested.72 

You  must  have  the  Resolve  of  Congress  by  which  Capt.  As- 
gill  was  released.  All  things  considered,  I  question  whether  the 
determination  of  Congress  upon  the  proceedings  of  Lippen- 
cots  Court  Martial  would  have  been  different  from  what  it  has 


""The  omitted  portion  is  the  same  as  the  last  half  of  Washington's  letter  to  Chevalier 
clc  La  Luzerne,  the  same  date  as  this  letter,  q.  v. 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"Comte  dc  Breuille,  aide-de-camp  to  Rochambcau. 

"Forman's  letter  of  September  26  stated  that  a  respectable  body  of  Whig  inhabitants 
requested  him  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report  that  Carleton  had  pledged  his  word 
to  prevent  all  British  plundering  parties  coming  into  the  American  lines  for  the  pur- 
pose of  plundering  "and  man  stealing."  Forman's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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been,  had  not  the  Court  of  France  interceded  warmly  in  Cap- 
tain Asgill's  favor:  but  after  a  request  made  by  the  prime  Min- 
ister, in  which  he  expresses  the  wishes  of  their  Majesties,  that 
Capt.  Asgill's  life  might  be  spared,  there  was  scarcely  a  possi- 
bility of  refusing,  more  especially,  as  Sir  Guy  Carleton  had 
promised  to  prosecute  still  further  the  persons  who  might  be 
found  guilty  of  Capt.  Huddy's  Murther.  I  have  lately  written 
to  him  and  desired  him  to  inform  me  what  Steps  he  has  taken. 
The  report  that  General  Carleton  had  pledged  his  Word,  that 
during  his  command  no  small  parties  should  come  within  the 
American  lines  or  to  any  part  of  our  shores,  is  not  literally  true. 
But  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  taken  measures  to  dis- 
countenance and  discourage  all  Acts  of  Violence  on  the  part  of 
the  Refugees.  Indeed  we  had  an  instance  of  it  a  few  days  past. 
Two  of  Sheldons  Dragoons  were  taken  off  their  post  by  a  party 
of  Refugees  from  Morrisania  and  carried  to  Kingsbridge.  They 
were  immediately  returned  with  their  Horses,  Arms  and  Ac- 
coutrements with  a  message  to  Colo.  Sheldon  intimating  that 
as  they  had  been  captured  without  proper  Authority,  it  was  not 
thought  justifiable  to  detain  them.  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I 
cannot  help  hoping  that  the  savage  kind  of  desultory  War 
which  we  have  long  experienced  is  at  an  end.  But  still  how 
safe  it  will  be  for  Gentlemen,  who  by  their  activity  and  influ- 
ence have  made  themselves  obnoxious,  to  go  too  near  the  shore 
I  will  not  undertake  to  say.  Altho'  there  may  be  no  danger  of 
capture  and  cruel  treatment  from  Refugees,  Regular  parties 
may  make  them  prisoners. 

Your  favor  of  the  22d.  ulto.  only  reached  me  last  Night,  ow- 
ing to  the  delay  of  Expresses.  I  am  obliged  by  your  accuracy  in 
stating  the  number  of  the  Fleet  which  sailed  on  that  day.  I 
had  before  heard  of  that  event,  but  not  in  so  particular  and 
satisfactory  a  manner. 
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There  will  be  no  occasion  for  your  any  longer  keeping  so 
strict  a  look  out  upon  the  Coast,  or  a  communication  with 
Morris  Town.  But  should  there  in  future  be  any  uncommon 
arrival  at  New  York  either  of  ships  of  War  or  Transports  with 
Troops,  or  should  an  embarkation  of  any  consequence  take 
place,  you  will  very  much  oblige  me  by  sending  a  particular 
Express.  You  will  now  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  expences  which  have  been  incurred  by  you 
in  this  Business  and  it  shall  be  repaid  with  thanks  by  Sir 
Your  etc.73 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  3, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favor  of  the  29th.  ulto.  and  am 
obliged  by  the  intelligence  which  it  contains. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  put  your  two  Companies  of  Infantry 
and  fifteen  of  your  dismounted  Dragoons  to  be  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Seymour74  under  the  orders  of  Major  Tallmadge. 
You  will  readily  perceive  the  reason  of  not  entrusting  the  ob- 
ject of  this  detachment  to  paper  as  the  Express  has  to  pass  thro' 
an  inimical  part  of  the  Country. 

The  inclosed  to  Colo.  Canfield  directs  him  to  put  himself 
under  your  command.  You  will  yourself  march  with  the 
mounted  of  your  Regiment;  Colonel  Canfields  State  Troops 
and  the  York  State  Companies  in  such  time  that  you  may  cer- 
tainly arrive  in  the  vicinity  of  Dobbs's  Ferry  by  Friday  Morn- 
ing at  day  [break].  Upon  your  arrival  near  that  place  you  will 
conceal  your  whole  party  behind  the  Hill  so  as  to  be  out  of 
sight  of  the  River  and  there  wait  for  Orders.  You  will  post  a 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

'"Lieut.  Horace  Seymour,  of  the  Second  Continental  Dragoons.  He  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war. 
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Centery  at  the  Work  at  Dobbs's  to  conduct  any  person  to  you 
with  orders. 

Circumstances  require  that  this  movement  should  be  made 
with  as  much  secrecy  as  possible,  and  you  are  not  to  hint  to  your 
Officers  that  you  are  ignorant  of  the  design;  on  the  contrary 
make  it  appear  as  if  you  were  acquainted  with  it,  and  they  will 
be  the  less  suspicious  and  inquisitive.  You  will  endeavour  to 
have  the  whole  provided  with  three  days  provision.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  You  will  not  send  Colo.  Canfields  letter  to  him  one  mo- 
ment before  the  time  in  which  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary 
for  him  to  prepare  himself;  let  him  bring  at  least  3  days  provi- 
sion with  him.70 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  December  3, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  find  it  expedient  to  countermand  the  Order  I 
gave  this  Morng  for  the  march  of  the  Mounted  Men  of  your 
Regt.  and  the  State  Troops  of  Connecticut  and  New  York. 
You  will  therefore  make  no  movement  in  consequence  of  that 
Letter,  and  either  suppress  the  Order  to  Col  Canfield,  or  coun- 
termand it,  if  it  has  been  already  communicated. 

As  I  have  an  earnest  desire  that  the  Enterprise  committed  to 
Major  Tallmadge,  may  succeed  in  its  utmost  latitude,  I  have 
to  request  that  you  will  add  to  the  Detachment  which  has  been 
put  under  his  Orders,  15  or  20  more  dismounted  Dragoons 
(i  e  Dragoons  whose  Horses  are  unserviceable)  and  that  you 
will  give  every  other  aid  and  facility  in  your  power,  to  the 
execution  of  the  project.76  I  am  etc.77 

75 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  word  in  brackets  has  been 
added  by  Washington. 

'"On  December  3  Washington  wrote  also  to  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Canfield  to  put  him- 
self under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sheldon,  and  when  ordered  to  march  "to  take 
with  you  as  many  Men  as  you  possibly  can."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  December  3, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  28th  Ulto  came  duly  to  hand.  I 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  delaying  an  Answer  until  this 
time. 

The  Relief  for  the  Lines  is  to  move  from  Camp  this  Morn- 
ing. Col  Webb  has  directions  to  send  two  Companies  to  Bed- 
ford, who  will  be  there  this  Evening  or  tomorrow  Morning, 
and  wait  untill  they  receive  your  Orders.  The  necessary  ad- 
vices respecting  the  Infantry  Companies  and  Dismounted  Dra- 
goons are  also  given  to  Col  Sheldon  by  this  conveyance. 

You  will  therefore  attempt  to  carry  the  proposed  Plan  into 
execution,  on  thursday  night  the  5th  inst.  unless  some  accident 
should  intervene  to  prevent  it.  In  conducting  the  business,  you 
will  be  governed  entirely  by  your  own  discretion;  should  any 
thing  happen  to  render  the  Enterprise  impracticable,  you  will 
join  Col  Sheldon;  or  if  he  shall  have  marched  you  will  follow 
with  the  whole  Party  to  Dobbs  Ferry.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  If  any  intelligence  should  arrive  you  will  have  it  in- 
stantly forwarded  to  me,  and  leave  the  same  word  with  Col 
Sheldon.78 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  1  OClock  P.  M.  December  3, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  The  Relief  has  been  countermanded  entirely;  but 
your  project  is  to  go  on,  without  being  confined  precisely  to 
the  time  before  limited.  You  will  however  seize  the  first  good 
opportunity  within  a  Week  or  ten  days,  beyond  which  the 
Party  cannot  be  kept  on  the  Lines;  in  the  mean  time  you  will 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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communicate  your  Orders  to  the  two  Companies  of  Lt  Infantry 
at  Bedford,  and  take  every  precaution  to  make  the  enterprise 
as  successfull  as  possible. 

I  have  written  to  Colonel  Sheldon  to  add  15  or  20  more  Dis- 
mounted Dragoons  to  the  Party  and  to  give  you  all  the  assist- 
ance in  his  power.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Let  not  a  syllable  transpire,  of  what  I  mentioned  in  Con- 
versation when  I  saw  you  last.79 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Tuesday,  December  3, 1782. 

Parole  Denham.    Countersigns  Epsom,  Falkland. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Trescot,  Major  Darby. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  instead  of  the  6th.  Massachusetts 
regiment. 

A  General  courtmartial,  of  which  Colonel  Greaton  is  ap- 
pointed president,  will  assemble  tomorrow  morning  at  the 
Presidents  Quarters,  or  such  place  as  he  may  appoint,  for  the  trial 
of  all  prisoners  that  may  come  before  them;  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate and  all  persons  concerned  to  attend. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Mellon,  Major  Scott, one  Captainfrom  the 
Jersey  brigade,  one  from  the  York  brigade  and  two  from  each 
of  the  Massachusetts  and  Newhampshire  brigades  will  attend 
as  members. 

The  Abstracts  of  the  subsistance  of  the  army,  up  to  the  time 
the  Contracter  settled  with  the  officers  (whose  certificates  is 
then  to  be  taken)  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Deputy  paymaster  at  the 
Forge  near  Murderers  creek,  as  soon  as  possible. 

79  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

On  December  3  Washington  signed  a  certificate  of  service  certifying  that  Major 
Villefranche,  of  the  Continental  Engineers,  was  justly  deserving  of  "the  character  of 
a  brave  and  deserving  officers."  This  certificate  is  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  no.  41,  v.  10,  fol.  285. 
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To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  December  4, 1782. 

Dear  Sir :  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  rect.  of  your  Excellencys 
favor  of  the  27th  Novembr.  and  to  thank  you  for  die  very  polite 
manner  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  express  yourself,  with  re- 
spect to  the  correspondence  between  us,  be  assured,  Sir,  that 
nothing  will  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  communicate  any 
thing  to  you  that  may  occur  worthy  your  Notice. 

The  apprehending  of  the  persons  mentiond  in  the  resolve  of 
Congress,  being  a  matter  that  requires  some  caution,  I  shall, 
before  I  make  any  communication  of  the  matter  to  the  Execu- 
tive, endeavour  to  put  matters  in  such  a  train  as  to  ensure  success. 
With  the  greatest  regard  etc. 

Just  as  I  am  closing  this  your  favor  of  the  30  November  is 
come  to  hand  and  I  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  intelligence 
it  contains.  A  Brig  which  sailed  from  Cadiz  on  the  28  of  Oc- 
tober and  arrived  at  Portsmouth  the  25th.  of  November  brings 
an  account  that  the  English  Fleet  had  penetrated  the  Road  of 
Gibralter  by  a  Gale  from  the  S.  which  had  drove  off  the  com- 
bined Fleet.  A  Spanish  Ship  the  St.  Michael  had  been  taken 
and  another  is  gone  on  shore.  The  floating  Batteries  had  been 
set  on  Fire.  The  Count  D'Artois  had  gone  to  Cadiz  with  the 
French  Troops.  The  Brig  passed  thro'  the  Combined  Fleets 
which  were  going  into  Cadiz.80 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  December  4, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favors  of  the  22d. 
and  27th  ulto.  I  cannot  see  upon  what  principles  Colo.  Swift 

""In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker  and  Tench  Tilghman. 
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should  be  promoted  and  not  Colo.  Dayton.  There  being  al- 
ready a  Brigadier  to  the  Connecticut  Line  and  none  to  the  Jer- 
sey. Colo.  Shepard  has  resigned  under  the  Resolve  of  the  19th. 
of  November. 

There  is,  I  believe,  no  occasion  of  publishing  your  report  re- 
specting the  reform  of  the  Invalid  Corps.  It  is  a  matter  in 
which  the  Army  have  not  interested  themselves,  and  by  a  let- 
ter which  I  reed,  yesterday  from  Colo.  Nicola  he  seems  more 
reconciled  to  the  plan. 

Many  Officers  have  been  applying  to  me  to  know  whether 
the  Facings  of  the  whole  Army  are  to  be  Red,  as  they  want 
to  make  their  arrangements  accordingly  if  it  is  to  be  so.  Be 
pleased  to  inform  me,  if  you  should  not  have  done  it,  before 
this  reaches  you.  I  have  the  honor  etc.81 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 

Wednesday,  December  4,  1782. 

Parole  Garland.    Countersigns  Hadley,  Islington. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colonel  Reid,Lt.  Colonel  Newhall. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  6th.  for  the  2d.  Massachusetts  regt. 

The  first  Jersey  regiment  will  march  for  the  relief  of  the 
Infantry  on  the  lines  tomorrow;  the  Commanding  officer  will 
please  to  call  at  Head  Quarters  for  Orders,  and  apply  to  the 
Deputy  Quarter  Master  for  boats. 

The  Infantry  companies  when  relieved  will  join  their  re- 
spective regiments. 

A  Courtmartial  room  with  Quarters  for  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate, a  Provost  guard-house  with  an  officers  Guard  room  and 
quarters  for  the  Provostmartial  are  as  soon  as  may  be  to  be 
erected. 


lThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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The  troops  composing  Major  General  St.  Clairs  command 
are  to  build  the  Courtmartial  room  and  Judge  Advocates  quar- 
ters, those  of  Major  Generals  Howe's  the  Provost  Guard  house, 
the  officers  guard  room,  and  quarters  for  the  Provost-martial. 

The  Deputy  Quarter  Master  will  on  application  furnish  tools 
&ca.  and  shew  the  Ground  on  which  the  buildings  are  to  be 
erected.  His  plan  is  to  be  seen  at  the  Orderly  office. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Major  Graham  is  appointed  Field  officer  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow vice  Lt.  Colonel  Newhall  indisposed. 

To  COLONEL  MATTHIAS  OGDEN,  OR  THE 

SENIOR  OFFICER  WITH  THE  FIRST 

NEW  JERSEY  REGIMENT82 

Head  Quarters,  Newburg,  December  4, 1782. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  first  Regt  of  New  Jersey  to  re- 
lieve the  Corps  of  Light  Infantry  on  the  Lines.  One  entire 
Company  is  to  be  posted  at  the  Block  House  of  Stoney  Point,  an- 
other Company  is  to  garrison  the  Works  of  Ver  Plank's  point, 
and  the  remaining  seven  Companies  (the  Lt  Infantry  having 
joined)  are  to  be  stationed  near  the  Croton,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  best  adapted  to  prevent  surprize  and  cover  the  Country 
from  the  incursions  of  the  Enemy;  for  these  purposes  you  may 
either  extend  your  Patroles  to  Bedford,  or  post  one  of  the  Com- 
panies at  that  place;  and  keep  such  Scouts  and  Patroles  con- 
tinually in  front,  as  you  shall  judge  necessary. 

To  cut  off,  absolutely,  all  manner  of  illicit  intercourse  and 
commerce  between  the  Citizens  of  this  State  and  the  Enemy, 
is  an  object  of  much  importance,  to  which  you  will  please  to  pay 
the  greatest  attention;  and  I  wish  you  to  use  your  endeavours 

""These  directions  arc  indorsed  by  Tench  Tilghman:  "  Standing  Instructions  to  Offi- 
cers commanding  during  the  Winter  upon  the  Lines." 
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to  detect  and  apprehend  all  Persons  whatsoever,  who  are  con- 
cerned in  driving  Cattle;  or  furnishing  supplies  to  any  of  the 
Enemy's  Posts. 

It  is  my  wish,  in  cantoning  the  Corps,  that  you  will  keep 
each  Company  as  compact  as  may  be,  changing  the  position 
very  frequently,  and  taking  every  precaution  to  prevent  the 
Enemy  from  making  a  stroke  at  any  of  your  Detachments.  At 
the  same  time  you  will  be  particularly  careful  not  to  suffer 
your  Men  to  be  guilty  of  any  instances  of  abuse  to  the  Inhabit- 
ants, or  violation  of  private  Property.  In  a  v/ord,  I  rely  upon 
it  that  uncommon  vigilance,  and  the  strictest  discipline,  will 
be  maintained  while  the  Regt.  is  on  this  command. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  send  all  Deserters  and  Persons  com- 
ing from  the  Enemy  directly  to  Head  Quarters ;  and  to  forward 
to  me  the  earliest  information  you  shall  be  able  to  obtain  of 
any  remarkable  occurrence  on  the  part  of  the  Enemy ;  keeping 
an  exact  account  of  your  Proceedings  and  making  a  general 
Report,  as  soon  as  you  are  relieved;  at  which  time  you  will  de- 
liver over  these  Instructions  to  the  relieving  Officer  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  his  conduct. 

P.  S.  Should  you  receive  intelligence  of  any  Movement  of 
the  Enemy,  which  may  effect  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands,  you 
will  not  fail  to  communicate  it  instantly  to  Genl  Knox  at  West 
Point.83 


83 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

On  December  4  Washington  wrote  to  Charles  Joseph  Hyacinthe  du  Houx,  Comte 
de  Viomenil,  a  polite  note  of  acknowledgment:  "Believe  me  sincere  when  I  say  that 
you,  Sir,  stand  among  the  foremost  in  the  Esteem  of  Sir  etc."  This  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (December  4)  Washington  also  wrote  a  brief  note  to  John  Sulli- 
van, at  Durham,  N.  H.,  acknowledging  letters  to  be  sent  into  New  York.  This  draft 
is  in  the  Washington  Tapers.  Sullivan  had  written  (November  16):  "having  taken  my 
Leave  of  political  and  Military  worlds  your  excellency  can  expect  nothing  interesting 
or  entertaining  from  my  Pen,  I  shall  therefore  only  beg  Leave  to  assure  you  that  I  par- 
ticipate in  all  your  Successes  rejoice  at  every  Smile  of  fortune  on  your  Exertions  and 
most  ardently  pray  that  your  Life  and  health  may  be  continued  as  the  greatest  blessing 
to  that  Country  whose  righteous  Cause  you  have  espoused."  Sullivan's  letter  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  December  5, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
30th.  ulto.  I  sincerely  regret  the  disappointment  of  the  Allies 
before  Gibralter,  more  especially  as  it  will  serve  to  keep  alive 
the  spirits  of  the  English. 

I  inclose  you  the  Copy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  last  Night 
from  the  president  of  Congress.  By  this  it  appears  that  the  evac- 
uation of  Charles  town  would  take  place  as  soon  as  the  Trans- 
ports returned  from  Augustine. 

The  Express  which  carries  this  will  deliver  you  a  packet  from 
the  Chevalier  De  La  Luzerne. 

I  wait  very  impatiently  your  Excellency's  arrival.  I  am 
never  happier  than  when  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  testify  how 
sincerely  I  am  etc. 

[P.  S.]  By  an  arrival  at  New  York  from  Charles  town  the 
place  was  not  evacuated  the  20th.  ulto.81 

TO  PRESIDENT  MESHECH  WEARE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  5,  1782. 
Sir:  I  am  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  25th.  Ulto.  by  Lt 
Col  Johnson.  I  have  no  doubt  but  there  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  illicit  Intercourse  between  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ver- 
mont and  the  Enemy  in  Canada;  but  as  the  Gentleman  you 
referred  to  could  not  state  the  transactions  in  so  explicit  a  man- 
ner, as  to  fix  the  charge  on  Individuals,  so  that  they  might  be 
proceeded  against;  I  have  desired  him,  upon  further  recol- 
lection to  make  his  information  as  pointed  and  definite  as 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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possible,  and  to  Communicate  the  Result  to  Mr  Peabody  or 
yourself. 

Whenever  the  apparent  circumstances  and  proofs  are  such 
as  will  justify  my  interference,  I  shall  not  fail  to  use  every 
means  in  my  power  to  stop  the  progress  of  any  pernicious 
negociations  which  may  be  carrying  on  between  any  of  our 
Countrymen  and  die  British,  and  to  have  the  Authors  of  diem 
brought  to  condign  punishment.  I  have  the  honor  etc.85 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Thursday,  December  5, 1782. 
Parole  Kent.    Countersigns  Lemerick,  Morefields. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Vose,  Lt.  Colonel  Dearborne. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  8th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

To  NATHANIEL  PEABODY 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  5, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  27  of  Novr. 

For  some  time  past,  I  have  been  fully  persuaded,  that  the 
British,  had  been  tampering,  by  their  Emissaries  with  some 
Individuals  within  our  Lines,  and  that  a  very  improper  and 
dangerous  communication  had  been  kept  up  between  the 
Enemy  in  Canada  and  the  District  of  Vermont.  I  was  in  ex- 
pectation that  Lt  Col  Johnson  could  have  fixed  the  charge  in- 
contestably  on  particular  Characters;  but  as  this  is  not  the 
case  at  present,  I  have  requested  him  to  give  any  farther,  or 
more  specific  information  he  may  recollect  or  obtain  to  Presi- 
dent Weare  or  yourself;  that,  upon  full  proof  being  had  of  the 

^'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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transactions  and  of  the  Agents  in  this  business,  adequate  meas- 
ures may  be  taken  to  put  a  period  to  such  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices as  those  alluded  to;  as  well  as  punish  the  Perpetrators. 

Whenever  any  certain  demonstration  of  facts  is  made,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  be  informed,  and  in  the  meantime  I  am  etc.8G 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  MOSES  HAZEN 

Head  Quarters,  December  4 [-6],  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favor  of  the  29th.  ulto.  It  will  be  some 
time  before  Major  Barber,  the  only  Assistant  Inspector  at  pres- 
ent with  the  Army,  can  attend  upon  you;  perhaps  not  till 
toward  the  latter  end  of  the  Month.  By  a  letter  from  Colo 
Stewart,  he  may  be  expected  the  beginning  of  this,  and  will, 
I  dare  say,  call  upon  you  agreeable  to  his  promise.  If  his  health 
should  not  permit  him  to  come  on,  Major  Barber  will  go  down 
as  soon  as  his  engagements  will  admit. 

I  have  determined  upon  the  following  arrangement  for  the 
Winter  Quarters  of  your  Regt.  One  Company  at  the  Post  at 
Dobbs's  Ferry ;  one  at  the  Block  House  near  SufTerans,  and  one 
at  Ringwood.  The  remainder  to  be  cantoned  as  compactly  as 
possible  near  the  Yellow  House  at  Pompton.  You  will  imme- 
diately detach  the  Company  for  Dobbs's  Ferry.  The  Captain 
will  put  himself  under  the  orders  of  Lt.  Colo.  Smith  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  Post.  This  Company  is  to  be  relieved  every 
Fortnight.  Those  at  Sufrerans  and  Ringwood  as  often  as  you 
think  proper.  Their  object  will  be  to  stop  all  straglers  and 
suspicious  persons. 

I  must  again  beg  your  own  particular  attention  to  endeav- 
ouring to  prevent  the  intercourse  with  the  enemy.  By  a  little 

""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  original  letter  sent  is  in  the 
possession  (1934)  of  Frank  H.  Stewart,  of  Woodbury,  N.  J. 
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management  you  may  perhaps  make  yourself  master  of  the 
chain  of  communication  and  then  give  the  trade  a  heavy  Blow. 

When  the  Inspector  visits  you,  he  can  easily  go  round  to  the 
detached  companies.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  6th.  I  have  since  writing  the  above  reed  yours  of  the 
5th.  There  appearing  to  be  no  cover  at  Ringwood  you  will 
canton  the  Company  intended  to  have  been  stationed  at  that 
place  with  the  main  body  of  the  Regiment.  Lieut  Torrey  will 
apply  to  the  Qr.  Master  for  such  of  the  stores  in  his  department 
as  he  will  be  able  to  furnish.  Nothing  more  than  the  shoes  can 
be  had  from  hence.  Your  Regiment  will  certainly  have  equal 
justice  with  others  in  regard  to  Cloathing;  but  as  I  wrote  you 
before,  your  applications  must  be  made  immediately  to  the 
Cloathier  General  and  if  you  apprehend  he  does  not  deal  prop- 
erly by  you,  to  the  Secretary  at  War.87 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  December  6, 1782. 

Sir :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
30th.  ulto.  You  may  be  assured  I  shall  continue,  agreeable  to 
your  desire,  to  communicate  any  material  occurrences  respect- 
ing the  enemy's  naval  Force  at  New  York. 

I  expect  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  tomorrow.  When  I  shall 
deliver  into  his  hands,  the  packet  which  accompanied  your  Ex- 
cellency's note  of  the  2d.  inst. 

Chevalier  Chattellux  is  now  here  and  sets  out  tomorrow 
morning  for  Philadelphia  by  the  way  of  Bethlehem.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.88 


87  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

83 In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives,  AfJ. 
Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 
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To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  December  6, 1782. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  request  from  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  your  Excellency 
to  procure  and  transmit  me  a  passport  for  the  Sloop  Cohansey, 
John  Kemp  Master,  navigated  by  four  Seamen,  from  Philada. 
to  New  York  and  back,  with  about  200  Barrels  of  Flour  and 
100  Bushels  of  Potatoes  for  the  use  of  the  Marine  prisoners  be- 
longing to  the  State  of  Penna. 

The  season  is  so  far  advanced  that  I  would  wish  to  receive  the 
passport  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  have  the  honor  etc. 

I  beg  pardon  for  troubling  your  Excellency  with  the  in- 
closed, which  respects  the  consignment  of  the  Articles  before 
mentioned.89 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Friday,  December  6, 1782. 
Parole  Nantucket.    Countersigns  Oporto,  Portsmouth. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Pettengill,  Major  Morrill. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  5th.  Massa.  regiment. 
The  Honorable  the  Secretary  at  war  having  been  pleased  to 
direct  that  the  Uniform  of  the  American  Cavalry  and  Invantry 
shall  in  future  be  blue  ground  with  red  facings  and  white  Lin- 
ings and  buttons;  The  General  gives  this  early  notice  that 

*"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

On  December  6  Washington  wrote  briefly  to  President  John  Dickinson,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  he  had  made  the  above  application  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  This  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papas. 

On  December  15  Washington  wrote  again,  briefly,  to  President  Dickinson  that 
Carleton  had  immediately  granted  the  desired  passport  in  "a  very  polite  Letter  .  .  . 
which  I  now  have  the  pleasure  of  enclosing."  The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  the  His- 
torical Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
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provision  may  be  made  accordingly  before  the  army  shall  re- 
ceive their  cloathing  for  the  present  year,  the  Corps  of  Artillery 
is  to  retain  its  present  uniform,  and  the  Sappers  and  Miners  will 
have  the  same. 

To  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Head  Quarters,  December  6, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  happy  to  find  by  your  favor  of  the  2d.  that 
Mrs.  Carter  and  Miss  Schuyler  are  so  far  recovered  as  to  bear  a 
removal  to  Albany. 

Upon  a  supposition  that  you  will  procure  a  passport  from  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  I  shall  lodge  orders  at  the  post  of  Dobbs's  ferry  to 
permit  the  Sloop  to  pass  by ;  I  shall  expect  you  will  drop  Anchor 
before  Newburg. 

Be  pleased  to  make  Mrs.  Washingtons  and  my  Compli- 
ments to  Mrs.  Schuyler  and  the  other  Ladies.  I  am  &c.90 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  6, 1782. 

Sir :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  Letters  of 
the  2d  and  3rd  inst.  and  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  which 
has  been  in  agitation  is  suspended  for  the  present.  Notwith- 
standing which,  I  wish  you  to  continue  your  efforts  to  obtain 
the  best  and  most  particular  information  in  your  power. 

A  Command  from  Hazen's  Regt  will  be  sent  in  a  few  days 
to  relieve  the  Light  Infantry  Company  at  Dobbs'  Ferry. 

General  Schuyler  is  about  applying  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  for 
a  Passport  to  bring  his  Daughters  in  a  Vessel  from  Elizabeth 

wThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Town  to  Albany;  should  such  a  Vessel  arrive  at  Dobbs'  Ferry, 
you  will  give  permission  for  it  to  pass  immediately. 

Baxter  and  the  Refugee  Prisoner  you  directed  to  West  Point 
have  been  sent  here  by  mistake.  The  latter  may  be  sent  in  on 
Parole  for  one  of  the  Militiamen  lately  taken  below,  should  this 
be  agreed  on,  you  can  apply  for  him  at  West  Point,  where  he 
will  be  confined  and  send  him  into  the  Enemy's  Lines  accord- 
ingly, lam,  etc. 

P.  S.  The  Letter  for  New  York  you  will  please  to  forward 
by  Flag.91 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  December  7, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  this  morning  favored  with  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  29th  which  Count  Rochambeau  did  me  the  honor  to 
deliver  to  me  on  his  arrival  here. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  News  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  communicate.  It  has  not  a  very  agreable  appearance  but  if  it 
will  induce  the  Spanish  Court  to  act  with  energy  against  the 
Enemy  in  another  quarter  we  may  hope  the  most  happy  conse- 
quences even  from  this  failure. 

Should  your  departure  from  this  Continent  be  so  speedy  as 
to  prevent  my  having  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  again  I 
must  entreat  you  to  accept  my  sincere  wishes  for  safety  and  suc- 
cess and  to  believe  that  it  gives  me  great  regret  that  during  your 
stay  I  have  had  no  Opportunity  of  assuring  you  in  person  of  the 
very  great  respect  and  esteem  etc. 

P.  S.  At  the  moment  of  closing  this  your  Letter  of  the  3d. 
Deer,  came  to  hand;  the  Packets  will  be  forwarded  immedi- 
ately by  express.  I  had  before  advised  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne  of  the  departure  of  the  British  fleet.02 

The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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To  BARON  DE  VIOMENIL93 

Head  Quarters,  December  7, 1782. 

Sir:  The  Count  de  Rochambeau,  who  arrived  here  this  Morn- 
ing did  me  the  honor  to  deliver  me  your  letter  of  the  29th. 
November. 

As  your  destination  was  not  public  when  I  last  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  you  I  could  not  embrace  the  opportunity  to  express 
to  you  the  very  great  regret  I  felt  at  the  prospect  of  our  separa- 
tion :  I  must  therefore  beg  you  to  accept  this  testimony  of  that 
regret,  as  well  as  of  the  gratitude  I  feel  in  common  with  every 
virtuous  Citizen,  for  the  essential  services  you  have  assisted  in 
rendering  this  Country.  At  the  same  time  I  must  entreat  you 
to  believe  that  the  many  great  and  amiable  Qualities  which 
you  possess  have  inspired  me  with  the  highest  Sentiments  of 
esteem  for  your  Character,  and  that  wherever  you  may  be  noth- 
ing will  add  to  my  happiness  more  than  to  hear  from  you  and 
to  communicate  to  you  any  thing  that  may  occur  in  this  part  of 
the  World  worthy  your  Notice. 

I  have  only  now  to  assure  you  of  my  sincere  Wishes  for  your 
safe  and  speedy  arrival  at  the  place  of  your  destination  and  for 
your  success  and  personal  Glory  in  whatever  you  may  under- 
take. With  every  sentiment  etc.94 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Saturday,  December  7, 1782. 
Parole  Quantico.    Countersigns  Raway,  Salem. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colo.  Hull,  Lieutt.  Colo.  Cochran. 


a3Antone  Charles  du  Houx,  Baron  de  Viomenil.    He  was  lieutenant  general  and 
second  in  command  to  Comte  de  Rochambeau. 
84  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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For  duty  tomorrow  the  Maryland  Detachment. 

At  the  General  courtmartial  of  which  Lt.  Colonel  Hunting- 
ton is  President,  Novr.  20th.,  William  Salmon,  Matross  in  Cap- 
tain Reids95  company  of  the  Newyork  regiment  of  Artillery 
"charged"  with  deserting  from  his  quarters  at  Burlington  with 
an  intention  of  going  to  the  enemy  was  found  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  Article  1st.  section  6th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war 
and  sentenced  to  suffer  death.  At  the  same  court  John  Brown, 
Matross  in  the  first  company  of  the  Newyork  regiment  of  Ar- 
tillery "charged  with  Desertion  on  the  21st.  of  July  last  and 
attempting  to  go  to  the  enemy"  was  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
article  1st.  Section  sixth  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and 
sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  foregoing  sentences. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  Sunday,  December  8, 1782. 

Parole  Truro.    Countersigns  Upton,  Wallingsford. 

For  the  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Jersey  regiment. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colonel  Cummings,  Major  Wait.90 

The  General  desires  that  the  10th.  Massachusetts  regt.  and 
Light  Infantry  companies  may  deliver  the  boats  they  brought 
up  with  them  to  the  Assistant  Quarter  Master  and  that  he  may 
have  them  put  under  the  care  of  the  boat  guard,  and  drawn  up 
so  as  to  be  perfectly  secure. 

u=Capt.  Jacob  Reed  (Reid),  of  the  Second  Continental  Artillery.  He  served  to  June, 
1783.    _ 

Maj.  Jason  Wait,  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment.  He  resigned  in  Decem- 
ber, 1782. 

Major  General  Gates  certified  to  the  service  of  a  Major  Dubouchet,  who  was  his 
aide-de-camp  during  the  Saratoga  campaign.  Washington  added  to  this  certificate  one 
of  his  own  in  general  terms,  as  "an  officer  of  Zeal,  Intelligence  and  Bravery."  This 
and  Gates's  certificate  arc  both  dated  Dec.  8,  1782,  and  arc  in  the  possession  of  Judge 
E,  A.  Armstrong,  of  Princeton,  N.  J. 
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To  THOMAS  CHITTENDEN 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  9,  1782. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  an  Extract  of  the  Dep- 
osition of  Christopher  Osgood  of  Brattleborough  &c  taken 
before  the  Honble  Chief  Justice  Mumford,97  on  the  13th  of 
Novr  last;  also  the  Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
27th  of  November  1782  ;98  in  obedience  to  which,  I  have  caused 
the  Persons  therein  named  to  be  apprehended.99  I  am  etc.1 

To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  December  9,  1782. 
Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  inclose  you  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Harrison  of  Virginia.  Should  your  Excellency  see  proper 
to  send  out  the  Money2  mentioned  by  the  Governor,  Lieut. 
Colo.  Smith  who  Commands  the  Post  at  Dobbs's  ferry  will 
have  orders  to  receive  it.  I  have  the  honour  etc. 

To  LORD  STIRLING 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  9, 1782. 
My  Lord :  I  have  been  duly  favored  with  your  two  Letters  of 
the  12th.  and  23  of  Novr. 

97  Chief  Justice  Paul  Mumford,  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Rhode  Island. 

05 The  resolve  of  November  27  empowered  Washington  to  apprehend  Luke  Knowl- 
ton  (Knoulton)  and  Samuel  Wells. 

90 Ensign  Ebenezer  Macomber,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  was  sent  to  apprehend 
Knowlton  and  Wells.  Jonathan  Arnold,  Delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress  from 
Rhode  Island,  warned  the  2  men,  and  they  fled.  Macomber  failed  in  his  effort  to  make 
the  arrest. 

*The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

=  The  money,  amounting  to  ^262.16.0,  was  to  settle  the  damages  on  account  of 
the  vessel  captured  in  Hampton  Roads  by  the  crew  of  a  British  flagboat.  (See  Wash- 
ington's letter  to  Gov.  Benjamin  Harrison,  June  18,  1782,  ante.) 
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By  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  27th.  Ulto.  I  am  directed 
"  to  take  immediate  measures  for  apprehending  and  securing 
Luke  Knolton  of  Newfane  and  Samuel  Wells  of  Brattlesbor- 
ough  both  of  the  District  commonly  called  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants  west  of  Connecticut  River;"  Whereupon,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  commit  the  execution  of  this  business  to 
your  Lordships  discretion,  and  to  desire  that  you  will  detach 
a  sufficient  party  from  the  Rhode  Island  Regt.  for  the  purpose, 
giving  such  private  Orders  and  taking  such  prudential  steps  as 
shall  be  thought  expedient  for  accomplishing  the  object  with 
the  least  hazard,  disturbance  and  inconvenience  possible;  as 
you  will  readily  conceive,  my  Lord,  this  is  a  delicate  affair, 
which  will  require  much  address  and  good  management  in  the 
conducting  of  it.  I  will  leave  that  altogether  to  your  prudence, 
only  suggesting  whether  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  mask  the 
movement  under  pretext  of  sending  the  party  to  Coos,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  and  to  secure  their  return  by  good  arrange- 
ments and  a  rapid  march;  or  perhaps  if  a  few  Horses  could  be 
procured  to  mount  a  small  Detachment  it  would  be  the  most 
effectual  mode  for  them  to  arrive  at  the  places  without  suspi- 
cion by  different  Routes  and  to  retire  very  expeditiously. 

In  apprehending  the  Persons  in  question,  the  Officer  Com- 
manding should  suffer  no  insults,  or  unnecessary  violence  to  be 
committed,  he  must  also  be  careful  that  the  Prisoners  shall 
be  properly  treated,  and  safely  conveyed  to  Albany;  from 
whence  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  them  sent  in  the  same 
manner  to  this  place. 

I  inclose  to  your  Lordship  under  a  flying  seal,  a  Letter  for  the 
Honble  Mr  Chittenden,  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  have 
sealed  and  delivered  to  him,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be, 
after  the  Persons  named  therein  shall  be  apprehended  and 
conveyed  to  a  place  of  safety.  I  am  etc. 
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P.  S.  Should  the  Enemy  send  from  Canada,  any  Negroes 
belonging  to  a  Mrs  Laforce  who  lately  came  from  thence,  I 
pray  your  Lordship  to  have  them  taken  care  of  and  sent  on 
here,  that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  her  in  Virginia.3 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  MOSES  HAZEN 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  9, 1782. 
Sir:  Captain  Duncan 4of  your  Regiment  has  preferred  a 
Complaint  of  Injustice  done  him  by  an  Arrangement  made  in 
Regimental  Orders  of  the  1st.  of  Jany  last  wherein  Captains 
Goslain,5  Lee6  and  Selin7  are  appointed  to  the  Command  of 
Companies,  though  younger  Officers  than  himself.  I  shall  be 
glad  you  will  inform  me  of  the  principles  on  which  this  Ar- 
rangement was  made  that  I  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  Complaint.  I  am  etc.8 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  December  9, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  The  Bearer  Mr.  Cutts,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  General  Sullivan,  has  permission  to  endeavour  to  get  admit- 
tance into  New  York  to  relieve  a  Mr.  Lord  a  prisoner  there. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  send  his  letter  by  a  Flag  and  permit  him 
to  go  in  should  he  obtain  liberty  to  do  so,  or  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  any  Gentleman,  should  that  mode  be  proposed. 

3The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

4Capt.  James  Duncan,  of  the  Second  Canadian  Regiment.  He  retired  in  June,  1783 
5Capt.  Clement  Gosselin  (Goslain).   He  had  been  wounded  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  in 
October,  1781,  and  retired  in  June,  1783. 

°Capt.  Noah  Lee.    He  served  to  June,  1783. 

7Capt.  Antony  Selin.   He  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

8 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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You  will  at  the  same  time  forward  the  letters  herewith  for 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby.  That  to  Sir  Guy  con- 
tains a  letter  from  Govr.  Harrison  of  Virginia,  concerning  a 
sum  of  Money  which  he  expects  will  be  paid  for  a  Vessel  and 
Cargo  cut  out  of  Hampton  Road  by  a  Flag  Vessel.  Should 
General  Carleton  comply  with  this  demand  and  send  the 
Money  out  to  you,  you  will  be  pleased  to  receipt  for  it,  and  I 
will  give  you  directions  how  to  dispose  of  it. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  me  whether  Mr.  Skinner  delivered 
over  to  you  the  official  papers  respecting  the  Marine  as  well  as 
Land  Prisoners.  I  am  etc.9 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Monday,  December  9, 1782. 

Parole  Albany.    Countersigns  Brattleborough,  Colchester. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maxwell,  Major 
Lansdale. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  1st.  Newyork  regiment. 

At  the  General  Courtmartial  of  which  Col.  Greaton  is  Presi- 
dent, Dec.  6th.  Captn.  Ebenezer  Frye  of  the  1st.  Newhampshire 
regt.  "charged  with  absenting  himself  from  his  regiment  be- 
yond the  limitation  of  his  furlough  and  neglecting  to  join  his 
regiment  after  being  notified  so  to  do,  or  to  give  satisfactory 
reasons  for  his  continuance  of  absence."  was  tried,  found  guilty 
and  sentenced  to  be  Cashierd. 

At  the  same  Court  James  Patten,  a  soldier  "charged  with  ab- 
senting from  the  2d.  Newhampshire  regimt.  and  reenlisting  as 
a  recruit  for  the  Massachusetts  Line,  and  deserting  from  the 
same"  was  tried,  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  Article  1st.  and  3d. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Section  6th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  sentenced  to 
receive  one  hundred  lashes  on  his  naked  back. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  foregoing  Sentences. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Sproat,  Lt.  Colo.  Cummings,  Major  Fish, 
Doctr.  Cochran,  Director  of  the  hospitals,  with  an  Hospital  Sur- 
geon, will  constitute  a  board  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as 
they  and  the  Assistant  Inspector  of  the  Northern  army  shall 
agree  on  to  examine  a  number  of  men  transferred  to  the  corps 
of  Invalids  in  the  course  of  last  Campaign  and  also  those  re- 
turned unfit  for  service  in  the  several  regiments,  and  report 
their  opinion  on  each  Individual  whether  he  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged without  any  recompense  or  suffered  to  retire  on  the 
late  provisions  of  Congress. 

Regimental  surgeons  are  to  attend  the  board  with  the  men 
of  their  regiments  and  Commanding  officers  of  corps  are  re- 
quested to  give  any  information  they  may  Judge  proper. 

The  General  is  very  well  pleased  with  the  Industry  and 
dispatch  of  the  ioth.  Massachusetts  regiment  in  compleating 
the  repairs  of  the  works  at  Verplanks  point,  and  orders  that  the 
regiment  be  served  with  an  Extra  Gill  of  rum  Pr  man. 

To  CAPTAIN  ABEL  WEYMAN 

Head  Quarters,  December  9, 1782. 
Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  27th.  of  November  was  delivered  to 
me  on  the  7th.  instant.  The  dispute  between  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  is  now  before  Commissioners 
appointed  to  settle  it,  who  I  hope  will  soon  come  to  a  determi- 
nation. Be  their  decision  whatever  it  may,  I  apprehend  there 
will  be  no  occasion  for  keeping  a  Garrison  at  Wyoming  after- 
wards. But  should  it  be  still  deemed  expedient  by  Congress 
to  continue  it,  I  shall  relieve  you  and  the  troops  under  your 
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command.  You  may  therefore  be  assured  of  being  withdrawn 
or  relieved  ere  long. 

I  shall  immediately  write  to  Philada.  respecting  the  supply 
of  the  post  and  endeavour  to  have  the  matter  put  upon  a  regu- 
lar and  certain  footing.  I  am  &c.10 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Tuesday,  December  1.0, 1782. 

Parole  Dover.    Countersigns  Enfield,  Farnham. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Van  Schaick,  Lt.  Colo.  Brooks. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Newyork  regiment. 

At  the  General  Courtmartial  whereof  Colo.  Greaton  is  Presi- 
dent, Corporal  Dun  of  the  Maryland  Detachment  charged 
with  having  premeditated  a  plan  to  Desert  endeavoring  to  get 
others  to  go  with  him  was  tried. 

The  court  on  mature  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  the 
charge  against  the  prisoner  is  not  supported. 

Corporal  Dunn  is  ordered  to  be  released  from  confinement 
and  join  his  corps. 

Levin  Clarage  and  Joseph  McCallister,  soldiers  belonging  to 
the  same  corps  charged  with  plotting  and  persuading  a  Soldier 
to  desert,  were  tried. 

The  Court  on  mature  consideration  are  of  opinion  the  charge 
is  not  supported  against  either  of  the  prisoners. 

They  are  to  be  released  from  confinement  and  join  their 
corps. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Farnald  and  one  Captain  from  each  of 
the  Massachusetts  brigades  will  attend  as  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Greaton  is  President  vice 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Lieutenant  Colonel  Mellon,  Captains  Dix,11  Tisdale,12  and  Ful- 
ler,13 challenged  by  Captain  Bowman.14 

To  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON 

(Private) 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  10, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  4  December 
accompanying  one  from  Mr.  Morris.15  I  have  acquainted  that 
Gentleman  by  this  conveyance  that  his  resignation  is  accepted.16 

Tho'  I  regret  exceedingly  the  occasion  which  brings  you  from 
Philadelphia,17 1  shall  be  happy  in  seeing  Mrs.  Livingston  and 
yourself  at  this  place  on  your  way  to  the  Manor.  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington joins  me  in  praying  you  to  make  our  respects  to  Mrs. 
Livingston.  With  very  great  regard  etc.18 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  10, 1782. 
Sir:  It  being  now  time  for  your  Corps  to  retire  into  Winter 
quarters,  I  propose  posting  the  two  Companies  of  Infantry 
under  the  Orders  of  Major  Tallmadge  contiguous  to  the  Sound; 
and  should  be  very  well  satisfied  with  having  the  Cavalry  can- 
toned in  either  of  the  Towns  of  Ridgefield,  Danbury,  Reading, 

Capt.  Nathan  Dix,  of  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment.   He  was  transferred  to 
the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  June,  1783,  and  served  to  November,  1783. 

"Capt.  James  Tisdale,  of  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  served  to  Novem- 
ber, 1783. 

'  Capt.  John  Fuller,  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  served  to  June,  1783. 
14  Capt.  Phineas  Bowman,  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment.   He  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war. 

1  Ensign  Lewis  R.  Morris,  of  the  Second  New  York  Regiment. 
Washington  wrote  Morris  (December  10):  "I  am  always  sorry  to  see  those  Officers 
quit  the  Army  whose  abilities  may  do  credit  to  themselves  and  to  the  Service,  but  the 
reasons  you  give  are  such,  that  I  cannot  refuse  your  request."   This  draft  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

"Resignation  as  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
lsThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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or  New  Town  (but  not  farther  eastward)  if  convenient  quar- 
ters, and  a  supply  of  Forage  can  be  obtained  for  them.  To  ascer- 
tain this  point,  I  wish  you  immediately  to  take  a  ride  to  those 
Towns  and  get  the  best  information  on  the  subject  in  your 
power.  If  upon  proper  inquiry  you  shall  be  persuaded  that  the 
Horse  can  be  accommodated  so  near  the  Infantry  (which  will 
be  attended  with  considerable  advantage,  as  they  will  both  be 
under  your  own  eye)  you  may  remove  them  to  the  place  you 
shall  fix  upon  for  quarters  as  soon  as  the  necessary  provision 
can  be  made. 

The  Asst.  Quarter  Master  has  written  to  Mr  Pomeroy  de- 
siring him  in  case  you  quarter  in  Connecticut  to  take  the  Su- 
perintendency  of  the  Supplies,  and  requesting  to  know  what 
reliance  he  thinks  may  be  placed  upon  them;  with  this  you  will 
be  made  acquainted  in  a  few  days,  as  Mr  Pomeroy  is  to  write 
directly  to  you  on  the  subject. 

If  upon  a  full  examination  you  judge  there  is  no  prospect  of 
providing  for  your  Cavalry  there;  you  will  be  pleased  to  come 
as  soon  as  may  be  to  this  place,  from  whence  the  Commissy. 
Genl  of  Forage  will  accompany  you  to  Esopus  to  see  what  can 
be  done  in  that  quarter.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Should  your  Corps  all  take  Quarters  in  Connect,  you 
will  inform  me  of  it  so  long  before  the  Cavalry  moves,  that  the 
proposed  Inspection  may  previously  take  place.  Yours  of 
the  5th  was  duly  reed.19 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  10, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  I  received  your  favor  of  the  8th  last  evening  by  Ex- 
press.20 'Tho  you  have  not  met  with  the  success  you  deserved, 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
20 This  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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and  probably  would  have  obtained  had  the  Enterprize  pro- 
ceeded, yet  I  cannot  but  think  your  whole  conduct  in  the  affair 
was  such  as  ought  to  entitle  you  still  more  to  my  confidence 
and  esteem,  for  however  it  may  be  the  practice  of  the  world,  and 
those  who  see  objects  but  partially,  or  thro'  a  false  medium,  to 
consider  that  only  as  meritorious  which  is  attended  with  suc- 
cess, I  have  accustomed  myself  to  judge  of  human  actions  very 
differently,  and  to  appreciate  them,  by  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  conducted,  more  than  by  the  Events;  which,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  human  foresight  or  prudence  to  command.  In 
this  point  of  view,  I  find  nothing  irreparable,  and  little  occasion 
of  serious  regret,  except  the  Wound  of  the  gallant  Captain 
Brewster,  from  which  I  earnestly  hope  he  may  recover.  An- 
odier  time  you  will  have  less  opposition  from  Winds  and 
Weather;  and  success  will  amply  compensate  for  this  little 
disappointment.21 

I  have  almost  determined  to  post  you,  with  the  Infantry  of 
the  Legion,  contiguous  to  the  Sound;  in  which  case  I  shall  ex- 
pect you  to  persevere  in  your  endeavours,  to  keep  me  perfectly 
advised  of  the  State  of  the  Enemy ;  and  perhaps  some  favourable 
moment  may  yet  occur.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Your  Letter  of  the  5th  with  the  inclosures  were  safely 
delivered  to  me.22 

To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  11,  1782. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  two  Letters  of 
the  2d  and  4th  inst.  In  what  manner  the  new  mode  proposed 

21  High  winds  and  storms  held  Tallmadge  on  the  mainland  several  days.  Colonel 
Thompson  had  sent  over  several  boats  and  3  of  them  were  forced  on  a  small  island 
near  the  Connecticut  shore.  Six  of  Tallmadge 's  boats  attempted  a  capture  and  in  the 
ensuing  fight  Captain  Brewster  was  dangerously  wounded.  One  of  the  British  boats 
escaped. 

88  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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respecting  the  Officers  subsistence  will  be  considered  by  them, 
I  am  not  yet  competent  to  determine;  'tho  I  am  sensible  that 
almost  every  innovation  is  in  danger  of  being  viewed  in  a  dis- 
advantageous point  of  light  in  the  present  state  and  temper  of 
the  Army,  yet  for  my  own  part,  I  see  no  inconveniencies  that 
can  result  from  the  Plan  in  contemplation. 

The  Commissioners  being  now  assembled  at  Trenton  to  de- 
termine the  dispute  between  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Connect  respecting  the  Wyoming  affair,  I  hope  the  necessity 
of  keeping  a  Garrison  of  Continental  Troops  at  that  place 
will  soon  be  removed,  otherwise  the  Detachment  from  the  Jer- 
sey Line  now  there  must  be  relieved  from  some  other  Troops, 
as  their  situation  has  become  extremely  disagreeable  and  dis- 
tressing; I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  therefore,  for  the 
earliest  advice  you  can  give  of  any  circumstances  that  may 
happen,  which  will  be  a  sufficient  ground  to  me  for  the  govern- 
ment of  my  Conduct  in  this  matter.  I  have  the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  forward  the  Letter 
which  accompanies  this  to  Brig  Genl  Irwin,23  by  the  first  safe 
conveyance.  The  bearer  will  deliver  at  the  War  Office  the  Mus- 
ter Rolls  for  the  Month  of  Oct  last.21 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  n,  1782. 
Sir:  I  inclose  to  you  the  Arragmt  of  Field  Officers  in  the  Mass 
Line;  but  as  it  is  not  final  and  may  be  subject  to  alteration 
from  various  contingency,  I  have  not  thought  proper  that  it 
should  be  announced  in  the  General  Orders;  but  it  will  be 
necessary  for  you  to  post  the  Field  Officers  to  the  Regts  agree- 
ably to  that  arrangement,  until  further  Orders  that  they  may 

^'Irvine. 

^'Thc  draft  is  in  die  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 


1782]  FIREWOOD  FOR  PRISONERS  417 

take  their  Commands  accordingly;  at  the  same  time  I  wish  it 
expressly  to  be  understood  and  inculcated,  that  nothing  is  to 
be  considered  as  final  and  conclusive  in  the  Arrangement,  until 
the  first  of  Janry.  next.  I  am  etc.25 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE26 

Head  Quarters,  December  n,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  two  favors  of  the  30th. 
ulto.  and  that  of  the  3d.  inst.  Upon  a  supposition  that  Mr.  Skin- 
ner may  have  delivered  up  the  papers  respecting  the  Marine 
prisoners  to  Lt.  Colo.  Smith,  I  have  written  to  him  and  desired 
to  be  informed  v/hether  it  be  so  or  not.  If  he  is  not  possessed 
of  them,  I  will  write  to  Mr.  Skinner  and  direct  the  delivery  to 
Mr.  Turner.27 

Upon  a  full  consideration  of  Mr.  Turners  plan  for  supply- 
ing the  Marine  prisoners  with  Wood  and  for  procuring  their 
exchange;  I  am  of  opinion  as  to  the  first,  that  many  incon- 
veniences and  impositions  would  result  from  permitting  the 
enemy  to  cut  the  Wood  within  our  Lines  or  upon  Long  Island. 
If  within  our  Lines,  it  would,  notwithstanding  every  endeav- 
our to  prevent  it,  enlarge  that  intercourse  between  our  people 
and  them  which  is  already  too  extensive:  and  if  the  Wood 
should  be  procured  and  transported  by  them,  from  either 
within  or  without  our  Lines,  it  would  afford  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  charging  whatever  price  they  may  think  proper, 
so  that  what  might  appear  ceconomy  at  first  view,  might  turn 
out  very  much  the  contrary;  And  that  this  would  be  the  case, 
I  am  induced  to  believe  from  Mr.  Sproats  great  anxiety  to  have 
the  matter  under  his  own  direction.   Indeed  he  confessed  to 


25 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
20 Robert  Morris.   He  was  also  the  Continental  Agent  of  Marine. 
27George  Turner,  Commissary  of  Marine  Prisoners.    Morris  called  him  "Major 
Turner." 
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General  Knox  that  it  would  be  an  handsome  perquisite  of  Of- 
fice. If  Mr.  Turner  can  ascertain  the  quantity  and  can  procure 
the  Wood,  I  will  from  time  to  time  make  a  demand  of  the 
necessary  Passports  from  the  Admiral  or  General,  which  I 
presume  will  not  be  refused,  as  they  are  constantly  granted 
them,  upon  request,  to  carry  necessaries  for  their  Troops  to  all 
the  places  of  confinement.  The  season  is  so  far  advanced  that 
no  time  should  be  lost  in  taking  some  steps  in  the  matter. 

As  to  the  proposed  mode  of  exchange,  by  composition  for 
Soldiers,  I  am,  as  I  ever  have  been,  utterly  averse  to  it,  and 
for  Reasons  with  which  you  have  been  made  acquainted  in 
our  several  conferences  last  Winter  upon  the  subject.  I  can 
see  no  objection  to  endeavouring  to  ransom  our  seamen  when 
we  have  none  to  give  in  exchange.  But  would  the  enemy  con- 
sent to  this  without  asking  a  like  indulgence  on  the  part  of 
their  Soldiers?  We  know,  in  the  present  situation  of  their 
affairs,  that  there  is  scarce  any  price  which  they  would  not  give 
for  their  veteran  Troops  now  prisoners,  and  we  ought  to  re- 
flect that  no  price  ought  to  tempt  us  to  part  with  them  for 
the  purpose  of  rejoining  their  Colours.  If  the  one  can  be 
effected  without  the  other,  we  shall  be  gainers  by  it,  but  not 
otherwise. 

Colo.  Wadsworth  has  informed  me  that  Mr.  Parker  and 
Dr.  Duer 28  have  taken  the  new  Contract  and  speaks  very  favor- 
ably of  them,  and  of  their  ability  to  execute  it.  I  have  yet  seen 
neither  of  the  Gentlemen  nor  any  person  concerned  with  them 
at  which  I  am  somewhat  surprised,  as  the  Magazines  with  the 
Army  or  at  West  Point  are  only  sufficient  for  this  Month,  and 
if  they  (of  Flour  especially)  are  not  replenished  before  the 
River  is  obstructed  with  Ice  and  the  Roads  broken  up,  it  will 
be  extremely  difficult  to  keep  up  the  supply. 

"Daniel  Parker  and  William  Duer. 
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I  have  received  a  letter  of  the  27th.  ulto.  from  Capt  Weyman 
commanding  at  Wyoming,  in  which  he  complains  that  he  had 
been  very  badly  supplied  for  three  months  past,  thro'  the  neg- 
ligence of  a  Colo.  Cooke,  who  had  engaged  to  furnish  the 
Garrison.  That  Cook's  engagement  had  expired  the  1st.  of 
Novemr.  and  that  the  troops  were  living  upon  the  Country. 
I  imagine  from  Weyman's  letter  that  the  post  had  been  sup- 
plied by  Contract.  If  so,  I  must  request  you  to  give  order  in 
the  matter.  I  have  the  honor  etc.29 

To  GOVERNOR  BENJAMIN  HARRISON 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  n,  1782. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  Excellencys  Letter  of  the  23 
November  inclosing  one  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  which  I  have  for- 
warded to  New  York  and  I  have  directed  Colonel  Smith  our 
Commissary  of  Prisoners  to  receive  any  monies  that  may  be 
sent  out  on  that  account. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  ragged  state  of  your  Soldiers  in 
the  line,  should  prevent  your  recruiting,  it  cannot  be  attributed 
to  any  partiallity  in  the  Secretary  at  War.  I  know  that  very  con- 
siderable appropriations  of  Cloathing  have  been  made  for  the 
Southern  Army,  but  such  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  it  trans- 
ported thro'  the  Southern  States,  that  it  is  generally  many 
Months  on  its  passage  and  very  often  great  part  of  what  is  sent 
never  arrives.  When  I  directed  General  Muhlenberg  to  remove 
to  Winchester  I  at  the  same  time  directed  him  to  make  his  Ar- 
rangments  with  the  Secretary  at  War  for  the  necessary  supplies 
for  the  Recruits  that  should  come  in,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Secretary  at  War  will  pay  every  attention  to  his  applications, 
diat  is  in  his  power  to  do.  With  very  great  regard  etc.30  [V.S.L.] 

20The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
^In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  PATERSON 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  n,  1782. 
Sir:  I  have  reed  your  Letter  of  yesterday's  date.  Altho  I  can- 
not consider  the  Arrangement  of  Field  Officers  in  the  Mass. 
Line  as  final,  because  of  the  alterations  which  may  happen  be- 
tween this  and  the  first  of  Janry;  and  because  I  have  always 
held  up  the  Idea  that  nothing  was  to  be  deemed  conclusive 
until  that  time;  yet  I  have  authorized  Major  General  Howe  to 
post  the  Officers  in  the  mean  time  agreeably  to  the  Arrange- 
ment you  inclosed  to  me,  which  is  all  that  can  be  necessary  to 
be  done  on  that  head  before  the  final  completion  of  the  Ar- 
rangement. I  am  etc.31 


aftv 


To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WILLIAM  IRVINE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  11, 1782. 

Sir:  Your  Letter  of  the  29th  October  came  to  hand  a  few  days 
since. 

Viewing  the  matter  on  every  side  I  think  it  is  best  the  Expedi- 
tion was  laid  aside;  your  reasoning  on  the  subject  is  very  just; 
such  execursions  serve  only  to  draw  the  resentment  of  the 
Savages,  and  I  much  fear  that  to  the  conduct  of  our  people  may 
be  attributed  many  of  the  excesses  which  have  been  committed 
on  our  frontiers. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  plan  you  suggest.  I  wish  always 
that  you  would  propose  to  me  any  Enterprizes  you  may  think 
of  advantage,  and  my  endeavour  shall  not  be  wanting  to  pro- 
mote them  when  our  circumstances  will  admit. 

The  Expedition  to  Lake  Erie  is  far  above  any  means  we  have 
in  our  power;  we  cannot  advance  a  single  farthing,  and  to 

J1Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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undertake  it  without  any  prospect  of  success  or  advantage  we 
should  have  such  a  command  of  money  as  to  induce  a  number 
of  Ship  Carpenters  to  accompany  a  sufficient  Detachment, 
otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  build  Vessels  there 
without  the  Enemies  knowledge  and  then  they  could  and 
doubtless  would  build  Vessels,  with  heavier  Metal,  as  fast  as  we. 

As  to  laying  in  a  Magazine  of  Salted  Provisions,  that  should 
be  done  whether  an  Expedition  is  undertaken  on  a  large  Scale 
or  not,  and  the  Contractors  should  take  measures  for  that  pur- 
pose. I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  when  you  have  explored 
the  Country  you  mention. 

From  every  appearance,  I  do  not  imagine  our  frontiers  will  be 
disturbed  during  the  Winter,  and  as  your  Command  will  be 
continued,  if  your  private  Affairs  require  your  presence,  I  shall 
have  no  objection  to  your  visiting  your  family  for  a  reasonable 
time,  whenever  the  situation  of  your  Post  will  admit  it;  of  that 
you  can  best  judge,  with  great  regard  &c.32  [h.s.p] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Wednesday,  December  n,  1782. 

Parole  Gloucester.    Countersigns  Halifax,  Ilford. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colonel  Mellen,  Major  Trescot. 

For  duty  tomorrow  1st.  Newhamshire  regiment. 

A  proper  attention  to  the  police  and  decipline  of  the  troops 
(which  is  not  to  be  effected  without  a  sufficient  number  of 
officers)  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  first  object  of  the  General; 
that  of  allowing  them  every  indulgence  conformably  thereto 
is  his  next  wish  and  warmest  inclination:  the  following  pro- 
portion of  officers  and  soldiers  may  therefore  be  absent  on 

32In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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furlough  and  no  more  at  the  same  time,  between  this  and  the 
15th.  of  April  next,  beyond  which  no  furloughs  are  to  ex- 
tend, vizt. 

One  Field  officer  from  a  regiment;  One  officer,  one  Noncom- 
missioned officer  (Serjeants  corporals  and  musick  being  in- 
cluded in  that  denomination)  and  two  privates  from  each 
Company.  Regimental  Staff  only  when  they  procure  an  officer 
to  do  their  duty  from  a  company  with  which  there  are  actually 
two  officers  present. 

In  granting  furloughs  to  noncommissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates the  General  recommends  that  preference  should  be  given 
to  those  who  have  merited  the  badges  of  distinction  for  long 
and  faithful  services,  and  that  the  intention  of  this  order  may 
not  be  eluded  under  the  idea  of  passes  (as  has  heretofore  been 
practiced  in  some  instances)  after  the  full  proportion  of  fur- 
loughs have  been  granted  in  the  regular  mode  he  declares  that 
upon  the  discovery  of  any  such  attempt  the  officer  concerned 
shall  be  arrested  and  tried  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

Furloughs  to  officers  are  to  be  granted  by  Majors  Generals 
Gates,  Lord  Sterling,  and  Knox  and  Brigadier  Hazen  in  their 
respective  commands.  Printed  furloughs  (the  blanks  for  which 
are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Quarter  master)  will  be  given  by 
the  Commanding  officers  of  brigades  to  the  noncommissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  their  commands. 

Agreeably  to  the  foregoing  regulations  the  officers  may  ac- 
comodate each  other  with  respect  to  the  time  and  length  of  their 
Furloughs:  but  if  they  cannot  agree  on  those  points  themselves 
the  General  officers  commanding  the  different  Cantonments  or 
posts  are  to  determine  for  them  according  to  circumstances. 

The  Furloughs  of  officers  whose  names  are  upon  the  Gen- 
eral roster,  are  to  be  registered  at  the  Orderly  offices.  All  oth- 
ers together  with  the  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates 
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are  to  be  entered  in  the  regimental  books;  a  strict  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  absence  will  be  expected  from  all. 

The  Board  of  officers  appointed  for  Inspection  of  the  Inva- 
lids of  the  army  will  meet  at  the  hospital  hutts  near  New- 
Windsor  tomorrow  at  eleven  o'clock  for  the  examination  of 
the  Invalids  of  the  Massachusetts  infantry  regiments  and  pa- 
tients of  the  hospital.  They  will  meet  on  Friday  at  the  same 
hour  at  the  York  brigade  for  the  examination  of  those  of  that 
line  Maryland,  Jersey  and  Newhampshire.  And  on  Saturday 
at  Westpoint.  The  persons  concerned  to  attend  the  board  at 
the  several  places  mentioned. 

The  Light  companies  of  the  Massachusetts  line  to  be  pre- 
pared for  Muster  tomorrow,  and  those  of  the  York  the  next 
day. 

To  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL 

Head  Quarters,  December  12, 1782. 

Sir:  I  was  honored  last  Evening  with  your  letter  of  the  8th. 
The  packet  for  the  Chevr.  de  La  Luzerne  has  been  forwarded 
this  Morning. 

It  appears  by  a  New  York  paper  of  the  5th.  that  42  sail  of 
Transports  had  arrived  there  from  Haliifax  on  the  3d.  under 
Convoy  of  the  Renown,  Amphion  and  Cyclops. 

The  British  seem  to  be  drawing  together  a  great  number 
of  Transports  at  New  York.  They  must  have  now  there,  at 
least  150  sail.  In  my  opinion,  they  are  preparing  for  the  result 
of  the  determination  of  the  Parliament,  as  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  War  upon  the  Continent  of  America. 

I  am  not  without  my  hopes  that  this  Winter  will  put  an  end 
to  the  War,  but  should  events  render  another  Campaign  nec- 
essary, and  it  should  please  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  send 
a  Fleet  to  aid  us  in  our  operations,  it  would  afford  me  a  very 
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singular  pleasure  to  be  assisted  by  an  Officer  of  your  acknowl- 
edged experience  and  bravery.  In  case  of  a  co-operation  the 
next  Campaign,  you  must  be  sensible  of  the  advantages  which 
will  attend  the  most  early  communication  of  such  intention. 
I  wish  you  a  favorable  passage  and  have  the  honor  etc.33 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Thursday,  December  12,  1782. 

Parole  Kidderminster.  Countersigns  Leith,  Maidstone. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Cortlandt,  Major  Darby. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Newhampshire  regiment. 

At  a  General  courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Greaton  is  pres- 
ident, Silas  Rodgers  a  soldier  of  the  3d.  Massachusetts  regt. 
charged  with  desertion  from  the  said  regiment  and  John  Mur- 
row,  soldier  of  the  9th.  Massachusetts  regiment  also  charged 
with  desertion,  were  found  guilty  in  breach  of  arte.  1st.  Sec- 
tion 6th.  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and  sentenced  each  to 
receive  twenty  five  lashes  each  morning  four  mornings  succes- 
sively, amounting  in  the  whole  to  one  hundred  lashes  on  his 
naked  back; 

Also  Benjamin  Fisk,  soldier  of  the  9th.  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment, was  found  guilty  of  Desertion  and  sentenced  to  receive 
one  hundred  lashes  on  his  naked  back. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  sentences  of  the 
Court. 

The  Levies  for  the  Campaign  who  have  compleated  the  task 
assigned  them  by  the  Quartr.  mastr.  Genl.  and  obtain'd  Cer- 
tificates thereof  from  his  office,  are  to  be  discharged  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  line  to  which  they  belong. 

MThc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  BARON  VIOMENIL 

Head  Quarters,  December  12, 1782. 

Sir:  The  Reasons  which  prevented  me  from  taking  a  public 
leave  of  your  Excellency,  operated  equally  against  my  signify- 
ing to  the  Army,  now  under  your  command,  not  only  the  re- 
luctance with  which  I  parted  with  them,  but  the  grateful  sense 
which  I  entertained  of  the  very  essential  services  they  had  ren- 
dered to  America.  Your  destination  being  no  longer  a  secret, 
permit  me  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  make  the 
necessary  Apologies  for  me:  to  express  to  both  the  Officers  and 
the  Men  how  warmly  I  feel  myself  interested  in  whatever  con- 
cerns their  honor  and  glory,  and  to  assure  them  it  is  my  ardent 
Wish  that  Victory  may  attend  them  wherever  the  orders  of 
their  Sovereign  may  direct  their  Arms.34 

Accept  once  more,  my  thanks  for  the  very  many  polite  marks 
of  attention  I  have  received  from  you,  and  believe  me  etc.30 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  December  13, 1782. 
Sir:  By  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th.  of  August  last, 
there  is  to  be,  upon  the  1st.  of  January  next,  a  reform  of  all  Regi- 
ments in  the  Continental  Army,  which  do  not  at  that  time  con- 
sist of  at  least  500  Rank  and  File.  But  this  being  left  somewhat 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  he  would  wish,  before 
he  carries  the  Resolution  into  execution,  to  give  those  States, 

^Viomenil  had  written  to  Washington  (December  13)  from  Boston:  "Our  little 
Army  has  embarked  on  board  the  fleet  of  Mr.  the  Mr.  de  Vaudreuil  without  any  acci- 
dent and  in  the  greatest  order  but  from  contrary  winds  ...  I  do  not  think  the  fleet 
will  be  able  to  sail  before  the  of  this  Month."  The  translation  of  Viomenil's 

letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

35  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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whose  Corps  are  not  a  great  way  below  the  proposed  establish- 
ment, an  opportunity  of  endeavouring  to  compleat  them;  upon 
a  supposition  that  they  would  rather  exert  themselves  to  effect 
this  salutary  purpose,  than  suffer  a  number  of  valuable  Officers, 
whose  inclination  it  is  to  remain  in  service,  to  retire  upon  half 
pay. 

The  Regiment  of  your  State  will,  upon  the  ist.  of  January, 
consist  of  about  300  Rank  and  File,  which  will  at  most  form 
five  Companies.  Consequently  should  there  be  no  prospect 
of  recruiting  it,  a  great  proportion  of  the  Officers  must  be 
dismissed  upon  half  pay.  Before  Colo.  Olney  marched  to 
the  Northward,  he  shewed  me  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  for  raising  200  Men,  but  the  object  of  that  Act  seemed  to 
be  the  reinlisting  the  Levies  who  had  been  engaged  for  the 
Campaign,  and  as  the  Bounty  money  was  not  sent  forward, 
Colo.  Olney  seemed  of  opinion,  that  very  few  of  those  Men 
would  be  retained.  But  I  imagine  he  will  have  informed  you 
of  his  success  and  prospects. 

I  must  request  your  Excellency  to  lay  this  matter  before  the 
Legislature,  and  to  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  them  to  make 
adequate  provision  for  recruiting  their  Regiment  to  500  Rank 
and  File  at  least,  should  the  former  Act  prove  insufficient.  And 
as  the  Secretary  at  War  only  waits  the  determination  of  the 
House  upon  this  point,  that  he  may  regulate  his  conduct  ac- 
cordingly. You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  their  de- 
cision, as  soon  as  it  is  known. 

I  would  just  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  from  the  present  situa- 
tion of  Affairs,  we  have  no  reason  to  conclude  that  an  addition 
to  our  present  force  will  not  be  necessary  next  Year,  and  that 
making  an  early  provision  for  such  addition,  can  be  attended 
with  no  real  inconvenience  or  Expence,  as,  the  Fund  appro- 
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priated  to  this  purpose,  can  with  ease  be  converted  to  other 
uses  before  the  Men  are  raised,  should  we  happily  have  no 
occasion  for  them.30 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 

Friday,  December  13, 1782. 
Parole  Normandy.    Countersigns  Okeham,  Pool. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  1st.  Massachusetts  regiment. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  H.  Jackson,  Lt.  Colonel  Reid. 

#ToELIASBOUDINOT 

Newburgh,  December  14, 1782. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  recollect  subscribing,  when  I  was  in  Philadelphia 
last  Winter,  Twenty,  or  25  Guineas  towards  the  support  of  the 
Children  of  the  late  Revd  Mr.  Caldwell.  No  person  has  called 
upon  me  since  for  this  Money;  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  (as 
the  Paper  was  in  your  hands)  of  asking  you  to  whom  I  am 
to  pay  it  ? 

Mrs.  Washington  who  is  now  with  me  offers  her  Affection- 
ate Compliments  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Boudinot,  to  which  permit 
me  to  add  those  of  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

*To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Newburgh,  December  14, 1782. 
I  cannot,  My  dear  Genl.,  permit  you  to  depart  from  this 
Country  without  repeating  to  you  the  high  sense  I  entertain 
of  the  Services  you  have  rendered  America,  by  the  constant  at- 
tention which  you  have  paid  to  the  Interests  of  it. 

""'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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By  die  exact  order  and  discipline  of  the  Corps  under  your 
Command,  and  by  your  readiness,  at  all  times,  to  give  facility 
to  every  measure  which  the  force  of  the  Combined  Armies  was 
competent  to. 

To  this  testimony  of  your  Public  character  I  should  be  want- 
ing to  the  feelings  of  my  heart,  was  I  not  to  add  expressions  of 
the  happiness  I  have  enjoyed  in  your  private  friendship.  The 
remembrance  of  which,  will  be  one  of  the  most  pleasing  Cir- 
cumstances of  my  life. 

My  best  wishes  will  accompany  you  to  France,  where  I37 
have  no  doubt  of  your  meeting  the  Smiles  and  rewards  of  a 
generous  Prince;  and  the  warmest  embraces  of  Affectionate 
friends.38  I  have  the  honor  etc.39 

*To  CHEVALIER  DE  CHASTELLUX 

Newburgh,  December  14,  1782. 

My  dear  Chevr :  I  felt  too  much  to  express  anything,  the  day 
I  parted  with  you ;  A  Sense  of  your  public  Services  to  this  Coun- 
try, and  gratitude  for  your  private  friendship,  quite  overcame 
me  at  the  moment  of  our  seperation.  But  I  should  be  wanting 
to  the  feelings  of  my  heart,  and  should  do  violence  to  my  in- 
clination, was  I  to  suffer  you  to  leave  this  Country,  without  the 
warmest  assurances  of  an  affectionate  regard  for  your  person 
and  character. 

Our  good  friend  the  Marqs.  de  la  Fayette  prepared  me  (long 
before  I  had  the  honor  to  see  you)  for  those  Impressions  of 
esteem  which  oppertunities,  and  your  own  benevolent  Mind 

"The  draft,  which  is  also  in  the  writing  of  Washington,  has  at  this  point:  "  sincerely 
hope  and." 

MThe  draft  has  at  this  point:  "Adieu." 

3,1  From  the  letter  sent  in  the  Rochambeau  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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has  since  improved  into  a  deep,  and  lasting  friendship,  a  friend- 
ship which  neither  time  nor  distance  can  ever  eradicate. 

I  can  truly  say,  that  never  in  my  life  did  I  part  with  a  Man  to 
whom  my  Soul  clave  more  sincerely  than  it  did  to  you.  My 
warmest  wishes  will  attend  you  in  your  voyage  across  the  At- 
lantic; to  the  rewards  of  a  generous  Prince,  the  Arms  of  Affec- 
tionate friends,  and  be  assured  that  it  will  be  one  of  my  highest 
gratifications  to  keep  up  a  regular  intercourse  with  you  by 
Letter. 

I  regret  exceedingly,  that  our  circumstances  should  with- 
draw you  from  this  Country  before  the  final  accomplishment 
of  that  Independence  and  Peace  which  the  Arms  of  our  good 
Ally  has  assisted  in  placing  before  us  in  so  agreeable  a  point  of 
view.  Nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  accom- 
pany you  in  a  tour  through  the  Continent  of  North  America 
at  the  close  of  the  War,  in  search  of  the  National  curiosities 
with  which  it  abounds,  and  to  view  the  foundation  of  a  rising 
Empire.  I  have  the  honr  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Saturday,  December  14,  1782. 
Parole  Quebec.    Countersigns  Radnor,  Salthill. 
Officers  for  tomorrow  Colonel  J.  Vose,  Major  Graham. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  7th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 
One  Captain  from  the  first  Massachusetts  brigade  to  attend 
the  Courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Greaton  is  President  in  the 
place  of  Captain  Hastings40  absent  by  leave. 

Capt.  John  Hastings,  of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June.  1783. 
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*To  JOSEPH  JONES 

Newburgh,  December  14, 1782. 

Dear  Sir :  In  the  course  of  a  few  days  Congress  will,  I  expect, 
receive  an  Address  from  the  Army  on  the  subject  of  their 
grievances.41 

This  Address,  tho'  couched  in  very  respectful  terms,  is  one  of 
those  things  which  tho'  unpleasing  is  just  now  unavoidable; 
for  I  was  very  apprehensive  once,  that  matters  would  have 
taken  a  more  unfavourable  turn,  from  the  variety  of  discon- 
tents which  prevailed  at  this  time. 

The  temper  of  the  Army  is  much  soured,  and  has  become 
more  irritable  than  at  any  period  since  the  commencement  of 
the  War.  This  consideration  alone,  prevented  me  (for  every 
thing  else  seemed  to  be  in  a  state  of  inactivity  and  almost  tran- 
quility) from  requesting  leave  to  spend  this  Winter  in  Vir- 
ginia, that  I  might  give  some  attention  to  my  long  neglected 
private  concerns. 

The  dissatisfactions  of  the  Army  had  arisen  to  a  great  and 
alarming  height,  and  combinations  among  the  Officers  to  re- 
sign, at  given  periods  in  a  body,  were  beginning  to  take  place 
when  by  some  address  and  management  their  resolutions  have 
been  converted  into  the  form  in  which  they  will  now  appear 
before  Congress.  What  that  Honble.  Body  can,  or  will  do  in 
the  matter,  does  not  belong  to  me  to  determine;  but  policy, 

"This  "Address  and  Petition,"  dated  December,  1782,  from  "Cantonments,  Hud- 
son's River,"  is  signed  by  the  ranking  officers  of  all  the  line  troops.  It  was,  appar- 
ently, received  by  Congress,  January  6,  and  read  that  same  day,  though  no  notice  of  it 
appears  in  the  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress.  It  was  referred  to  a  grand  com- 
mittee of  one  member  from  each  State,  and  Charles  Thomson  has  indorsed  on  the 
petition  "to  meet  this  afternoon  at  6  o'clock."  (See  Journals  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, Jan.  25,  1783.)  The  "Address  and  Petition"  is  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  no.  42,  vol.  6,  fol.  61. 
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in  my  opinion,  should  dictate  soothing  measures;  as  it  is  an 
uncontrovertible  fact,  that  no  part  of  the  community  has  un- 
dergone equal  hardships,  and  borne  them  with  the  same  pa- 
tience and  fortitude,  that  the  Army  has  done. 

Hitherto  the  Officers  have  stood  between  the  lower  order  of 
the  Soldiery  and  the  public,  and  in  more  instances  than  one, 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  have  quelled  very  dangerous  muti- 
nies. But  if  their  discontents  should  be  suffered  to  rise  equally 
high,  I  know  not  what  the  consequences  may  be. 

The  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  which  overcame  every  thing  at 
first,  is  now  done  away;  it  is  idle  therefore  to  expect  more  from 
Military  men,  than  from  those  discharging  the  Civil  depart- 
ments of  Government.  If  both  were  to  fare  equally  alike  with 
respect  to  the  emoluments  of  Office,  I  would  answer  for  it  that 
the  Military  character  should  not  be  the  first  to  complain.  But 
it  is  an  inviduous  distinction,  and  one  that  will  not  stand  the 
test  of  reason  or  policy,  the  one  set  should  receive  all,  and 
the  other  no  part  (or  that  wch.  is  next  to  it)  of  their  pay. 
In  a  word,  the  experiment  is  dangerous,  and  if  it  succeeded 
would  only  prove  that,  the  one  is  actuated  by  more  Zeal  than 
the  other,  not  that  they  have  less  occasion  for  their  money.42 
I  am  etc. 


42 Jones  did  not  answer  this  letter,  on  account  of  illness,  until  Feb.  27,  1783.  Then, 
after  a  long  discussion  of  the  efforts  of  Congress  to  raise  money,  the  failure  of  the 
States  to  furnish  it  and  a  mention  of  the  impost  duty,  he  wrote:  "Congress  have  the 
purest  intentions  towards  the  public  Creditors  .  .  .  such  is  their  opinion  of  the  merit 
and  services  of  the  Army  that  did  it  not  wound  the  sense  of  justice,  they  want  not  the 
inclination  to  give  them  the  preference  to  any  other  class  of  Creditors  but  equity  and 
sound  policy  forbid  discrimination  and  partial  distinctions.  One  ground  of  discon- 
tent in  the  Army,  and  on  which  they  found  the  opinion,  that  justice  is  not  intended  to 
be  done  to  them,  is  the  delay  in  complying  with  their  requests;  but  with  those  ac- 
quainted with  the  deliberations  of  public  bodies,  and  especially  of  so  mixed  a  Body  as 
that  of  Congress,  allowance  will  be  made  for  slow  determination.  Every  class  of  public 
Creditors  must  know  the  inability  of  Congress  to  pay  their  demands,  unless  furnished 
with  the  means  by  the  several  States,  and  the  exertions  of  that  body  have  not  been 
wanting,  heretofore,  to  obtain  the  means  though  they  have  not  produced  the  desired 
effect.  .  .  .  Reports  are  freely  circulated  here  that  there  are  dangerous  combinations 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Sunday,  December  15, 1782. 

Parole  Thomas.    Countersigns  Uppingham,  Warwick. 

Officers  for  tomorrow  Colo.  Tupper,  Major  Pettingill. 

For  duty  tomorrow  4th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

By  the  order  of  the  6th.  instant  respecting  uniformity  of 
cloathing  for  the  army  the  General  did  not  propose  that  the 
coats  should  all  be  made  in  the  same  mode;  on  the  contrary 
he  wishes  Commanding  officers  of  the  different  lines  and  corps 
would  agree  among  themselves  on  such  distinctions  as  may 
be  deemed  proper  in  the  fashion  of  the  Lapels,  Cuffs,  but- 
tons, &ca. 


in  the  Army,  and  within  a  few  days  past  it  has  been  said,  they  are  about  to  de- 
clare, they  will  not  disband  until  their  demands  are  complied  with.  I  trust  these 
reports  are  not  well  founded,  and  that  the  Army  will  exercise  awhile  longer  at  least, 
that  patient  forebearance,  which  has  hitherto  so  honourably  distinguished  them;  to 
you  it  must  be  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  when  once  all  confidence  between  the  civil 
and  military  authority  is  lost,  by  intemporate  conduct  or  an  assumption  of  improper 
power,  especially  by  the  military  body,  the  Rubicon  is  passed  and  to  retreat  will  be 
very  difficult,  from  the  fears  and  jealousies  that  will  unavoidably  subsist  between  the 
two  bodies,  to  avoid  therefore  the  adoption  by  the  Army  of  any  such  rash  measure, 
should  employ  the  attention,  and  draw  forth  the  exertions  of  every  worthy  officer  in 
it;  for  from  these  alone  can  opposition  be  expected.  The  Ambitions  of  some  and  the 
pressure  of  distress  in  others,  may  produce  dangerous  combinations  founded  on  the 
pretense  that  justice  is  delayed,  and  will  be  refused  to  them;  the  pretext  is  plausable 
and  ensnaring,  and  may  draw  into  engagements  the  unsuspecting  honest  Soldier,  from 
which  it  will  be  difficult  to  extricate  himself,  even  when  he  sees  the  dangers  they  lead 
to.  If  there  are  Men  in  the  Army  who  harbour  wicked  designs,  and  arc  determined  to 
blow  the  coals  of  discord,  they  will  gradually  endeavour  to  hurt  the  Reputation  of 
those,  averse  to  their  projects,  and  by  sinister  practices  lessen  their  weight  and  influ- 
ence among  the  Soldiery.  I  have  lately  heard  there  are  those  who  arc  abandoned 
enough  to  use  their  arts  to  lessen  your  popularity  [Washington  has  here  interlined  the 
word  "reputation"]  in  the  Army  in  hopes  ultimately  the  weight  of  your  opposition 
will  prove  no  obstacle  to  their  ambitious  designs.  If  this  be  true,  and  they  arc  likely 
to  succeed,  I  own  it  will  prove  a  bad  prognostic  of  the  future  and  I  shall  be  among  the 
number  of  those  who  entertain  fear  of  the  Army,  and  doubt  that  peace  will  not  be  fol- 
lowed by  its  usual  blessings  to  America.  Whether  to  temporize,  or  oppose  with  steady 
unremitting  firmness,  what  is  supposed  to  be  in  agitation  of  dangerous  tendency,  or 
that  may  be  agitated,  must  be  left  to  your  own  sense  of  propriety,  and  better  judg- 
ment." Jones's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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The  Board  appointed  to  inspect  the  Invalids  of  the  Army 
not  being  able  to  meet  at  Westpoint  the  14th.  agreable  to  ap- 
pointment will  attend  there  on  Wednesday  next. 

Major  General  Knox  will  be  pleased  to  order  a  Field  officer 
from  his  command  to  sit  on  the  board,  vice  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Sprout  who  has  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  December  15, 1782. 

Sir:  I  had,  last  Evening,  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excel- 
lencys  favor  of  the  nth:  and  immediately  forwarded  the  Pack- 
ets for  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and  Monsr.  de  L'Etombe. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  your  Excellency  has  recommended 
a  plan  for  the  protection  of  these  Coasts,  it  will  be  of  infinite 
advantage  to  the  common  interest,  should  effectual  measures 
be  taken  to  cover  them  from  the  depredations  of  the  Enemy. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.43 

*To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

Newburgh,  December  15,  1782. 
My  dear  Marqs.:  In  my  last  of  the  20th.  of  Octobr  I  informed 
you  that  the  Armies  were  about  quitting  the  field,  and  that  the 
French  Troops  were  going  to  the  Eastward,  they  have  since 
embarked  at  Boston  (except  the  Legion  of  Lauzern  which  is 
at  Burlington),  for  the  West  Indies;  and  by  a  Letter  which 
I  have  reed,  from  the  Marqs.  de  Vaudrueil,  will  sail  about  the 
20th.  Instt.44 


■"In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman  in  the  Paris  Archives,  Aff.  Etrang.,  Mcms.  et 
Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

The  fleet  sailed  from  Boston  harbor  on  December  24. 
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The  Count  de  Rochambeau,  to  whose  care  I  commit  this 
Letter;  The  Chevalr.  Chartellux,  Genl.  de  Beville  and  several 
other  French  Gentlemen  have  passed  this  on  their  rout  to  Phil- 
adelphia, where,  or  in  the  Chesapeake,  they  mean  to  Embark 
for  France.  I  should  do  injustice  to  the  feelings  of  my  heart, 
was  I  to  suffer  such  characters  to  depart  from  this  Country 
without  carrying  with  them  that  testimony  of  my  gratitude 
and  friendship  which  Men  of  their  Merit  and  Services  are  enti- 
tled to  from  every  individual  of  it. 

I  could  not  have  bid  a  Brother  farewell  with  more  regret 
than  I  did  the  Chevr.  Chartellux,  than  whom  no  Man  stands 
higher  in  my  estimation. 

Our  Summer  was  inactive,  and  more  than  probably,  the 
Winter  will  be  tranquil.  Our  eyes  are  turned  towards  the  Ne- 
gociators  at  the  Court  of  Versailles;  but  we  are  not  so  sanguine 
to  expect  any  thing  conclusive  'till  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Parliament;  by  which  time  it  is  presumed  that  Lord  Shelburn 
will  be  able  to  know  on  what  ground  he  stands,  and  will 
govern  himself  accordingly. 

Charles  Town  was  not  evacuated  on  the  22d.  of  last  Month, 
but  every  thing  was  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  the  event. 
Some  Provencial  Corps  had  been  sent  to  St.  Augustine,  and 
the  4th.  Battn.  of  the  Royal  Americans  withdrawn  from  that 
Fortress;  the  prevailing  reports  and  opinions  are,  that  the  Brit- 
ish Troops  at  Charles  Town  will  go  to  the  West  Indies,  and  the 
Foreigners  to  Hallifax.  The  British  Fleet  has  left  the  harbr. 
of  New  York,  the  first  division  of  it  consisting  of  13  Ships  of 
the  line,  and  several  frigates,  under  the  orders  of  Lord  Hood 
(who  had  on  board  the  Prince,  William  Henry)  Sailed  from 
Sandy  hook  the  26th.  of  October;  the  Second  division  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Pigot  consisting  of  an  equal  number  of 
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Ships  of  the  line  left  the  Harbour  the  22cl.  of  last  Month;  since 
which  neither  has  been  heard  of.  Admiral  Digby  with  two 
Fifties  and  some  frigates,  compose  the  Naval  force  of  the 
Harbour,  at  this  time. 

There  has  been  much  talk  of  a  detachment  of  British  Troops 
from  New  York  to  the  West  Indies,  but  none  have  embarked 
yet,  tho'  four  Regiments  have  been  under  Embarkation  orders 
near  a  Month,  certain  it  is  the  Enemy  are  collecting  a  great 
number  of  Transports  at  that  place,  not  having  less,  at  this 
time,  than  150  large  ones  in  that  harbour.  The  opinion  how- 
ever among  the  best  informed  in  the  City  is,  that  the  total 
evacuation  of  New  York  depends  upon  the  determination  of 
Parliament,  to  whom,  add  they,  Lord  Shelburn  is  resolved  to 
submit  the  great  question  respecting  the  Independency  of 
America;  on  the  decision  of  which,  this  matter  depends; 
but  why  they  should  delay  the  detachment  for  the  West  In- 
dies, is  not  so  easy  accounted  for,  unless  they  think  it  un- 
safe to  weaken  the  Garrison  while  the  French  Troops  are  in 
America. 

Your  Aid  G :  A :  Washington,  by  the  last  Accts.  I  had  of  him, 
was  in  a  very  declining  State  of  health;  supposed  to  be  in  a  con- 
sumption. I  have  advised  him  to  a  trip  to  the  Southward,  and 
but  for  the  danger  of  captivity  wch.  might  prove  fatal  to  him  in 
his  present  weak  state  I  should  have  recommended  a  voyage  to 
the  West  Indies,  as  the  Doctrs.  think  it  might  be  of  Service 
to  him. 

Mrs.  Washington  who  is  now  here,  offers  her  best  wishes 
and  most  respectful  compliments  to  Madam  La  Fayette  and 
yourself;  mine  are  added  with  great  sincerity,  as  no  Man  is 
more  warmly  attached  by  all  the  ties  of  friendship  and  Affec- 
tion to  you  than  is,  My  dear  Marqs  etc. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  December  16, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  Copy  of  a  Letter45 
from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  together  with  Copy  of  Lt  Reinking's40 
Memorial 47  respecting  the  ill  treatment  of  the  German  Prisoners. 

Such  part  of  General  Carletons  Letter  as  respects  our  Naval 
Prisoners  I  have  communicated  to  Mr  Morris  and  I  will  be 
obliged  to  you  to  give  me  such  information  respecting  the 
Prisoners  as  will  enable  me  [by  a  transcript  thereof]  to  give  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  a  [full  and  compleat]  Answer.48 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  December  16, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the 
nth  instant.  I  thank  you  for  the  information  communicated 
therein,  and  shall  take  measures  for  forwarding  the  Letter 
which  was  enclosed,  by  an  early  and  safe  conveyance.49 

In  conformity  to  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  expressed  in  their 
Resolve  of  the  8th.  of  Novr.  I  wrote  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  on 
the  20th.  A  Copy  of  that  Letter,  together  with  Copies  of  his 
answer,  and  the  Report  of  the  Depy  Judge  Advocate,  of  the 

40  Of  Dec.  11,  1782,  which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

™Licut.  Carl  Reinking,  of  the  Brunswick  regiment,  German  allied  troops. 

"This  memorial,  dated  Dec.  10,  1782,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  It  instances  three 
charges:  1.  That  German  prisoners  of  war  were  forced  to  work  for  inhabitants  at  Read- 
ing, Pa.,  as  slaves  at  a  wage  of  /30  for  3  years.  2.  That  the  German  prisoners  were 
forced  into  service  with  American  troops.  3.  That  some  of  the  prisoners  were  closely 
confined  in  goals  and  barracks  at  Reading  and  Lancaster  and  not  supplied  with  suffi- 
cient provisions. 

48Thc  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

"The  inclosurc  was  the  letter  of  December  11  from  the  President  of  Congress  to 
Thomas  Chittenden,  with  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  December  5,  concerning  matters 
in  the  New  Hampshire  grants. 
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British  Army,50 1  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your 
Excellency;  some  time  previous  to  the  receipt  of  Sir  Guy's  Let- 
ter, directions  had  been  given  to  the  Commissy.  of  Prisoners 
to  send  Captain  Schaack,  on  parole,  into  the  Enemy's  Lines. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.51 

To  THE  AGENT  OF  MARINE52 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  16, 1782. 

Sir :  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  1  ith  inst. 
I  have  received  a  Letter  of  the  same  date  from  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton;  of  which  the  following  is  an  Extract. 

On  this  occasion  I  cannot  help  suggesting,  that  your  Naval  Prisoners 
here  are  in  want,  as  I  am  informed,  of  many  necessaries  to  protect  them 
against  the  inclemency  of  the  Winter.  If  it  is  not  held  proper  by  Congress 
that  any  exchange  should  take  place,  it  seems  however  necessary  that 
their  confinement  may  be  made  as  comfortable  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit  of.  So  much  I  cannot  but  observe,  tho'  this  matter  does  not 
properly  belong  to  me. 

Supposing  the  direction  and  management  of  the  business  to 
come  entirely  within  your  province;  I  have  taken  the  first  op- 
portunity of  communicating  this  representation;  and  have  the 
honor  etc.53 


"'The  originals  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  letter  of  December  n  and  of  Deputy  Judge 
Advocate  Stephen  P.  Adye's  letter  to  Carleton  of  November  30,  are  in  the  Washington 
Papers.  Adye  reported,  on  further  investigation  of  the  "death"  of  Captain  Huddy, 
that  he  had  not  "  been  able  to  gather  any  further  information  relative  to  this  transac- 
tion that  could  give  me  hopes  of  prosecuting  any  other  person  with  effect."  Carleton, 
in  his  letter  (December  11),  after  advising  that  the  Board  of  Associated  Loyalists  had 
been  dissolved  by  his  order,  wrote:  "I  do  not  wish,  Sir,  to  use  the  language  of  Recrim- 
ination in  any  other  view  than  for  prevention,  but  many  proofs  are  before  you  of  acts 
which  have  perplexed  the  course  and  principles  of  Justice,  and  I  could  wish,  Sir,  from 
the  best  motives,  that  they  may  be  mutually  forgotten,  and  that  no  directions  be  fur- 
ther given  your  Excellency  or  recommendations  made  to  the  civil  powers  in  the  dif- 
ferent provinces,  by  which  asperities  may  be  renewed  in  bosoms,  which  ought,  in  my 
judgment  at  least,  to  cherish  milder  thoughts." 

01  In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

"Robert  Morris. 

MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  December  16, 1782. 

Dr.  Sir:  Your  Letter  of  the  12th.  Instant  was  delivered  me 
yesterday  with  its  several  inclosures  and  I  am  to  thank  you  for 
the  intelligence  it  contains. 

I  have  myself  seen  the  Work  at  Dobbs  ferry  but  cannot  agree 
with  you  as  to  its  indefensible  State  it  never  was  calculated  to 
withstand  a  serious  attack  but  has  always  been  supposed  equal 
to  any  small  party  that  might  attempt  it  by  a  Coup  de  Main; 
and  as  that  Post  is  assigned  for  the  only  communication  we 
have  with  the  Enemy  it  appears  [if  not]  the  only  [at  least  the 
best]  place  where  the  duties  of  your  Office  can  be  performed. 

That  intercourse  which  you  say  is  daily  increasing  between 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  lower  Country  and  the  Enemy  is  indeed 
alarming  and  if  possible  should  be  broke  up.  I  wish  as  you  are 
on  the  spot  and  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  and  nature 
of  it  that  you  would  suggest  the  measures  which  you  think  will 
be  most  effectual  for  that  purpose  [and  I  will  give  them  every 
support  in  my  power]. 

The  refugee  you  mention  is  at  West  Point;  you  may  send 
him  on  Parole  if  he  cannot  be  exchanged.54 


l&" 


*To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Newburgh,  [December]  16, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  The  appearance  of  the  Weather,  reminds  me  of  the 
use  of  a  Sleigh;  I  beg  to  be  informed  therefore,  if  the  one  I 

MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker.  The  words  in  brackets  arc  in  the 
writing  of  Washingti  >n, 
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talked  to  you  about  the  other  day  can,  without  much  incon- 
venience, be  made  immediately  ?  In  that  case  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  it  set  abt.  If  it  cannot,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  it  that  I 
may  look  out  elsewhere  as  I  find,  upon  enquiry,  that  Qr.  Mr. 
Genl.  carried  my  old  one  to  Philadelphia  last  Winter,  and  has 
none  to  supply  its  place. 

If  you  make  me  a  Sleigh,  Quaere  upon  Philosophical,  Me- 
chanical, or  practical  principles,  is  it  best  to  have  the  Sliders 
(excepting  always  the  curve  in  front)  a  little  circular,  or  quite 
straight?  The  longer  the  bearing  the  greater  the  friction;  the 
shorter,  the  weight  is  confined  to  a  smaller  space  of  the  sliders, 
and  consequently  the  compressure  greater;  as  a  part  in  one 
case,  bears  what  the  whole  does  in  the  other:  which  of  these  is 
best,  you  may  determine.  I  am  etc.  [ms.h.s.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Monday,  December  16, 1782. 

Parole  Annopolis.    Countersigns  Brunswick,  Cadiz. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hull,  Major 
Morril. 

For  duty  tomorrow  3d.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

A  Board  of  General  officers  consisting  of  Major  Generals 
Gates,  Howe  and  Knox  and  Brigadiers  Patterson  and  Hand,  to 
meet  at  Hortons,  near  Murderers  Creek  on  thursday  next  at 
eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  to  decide  the  dispute  respecting  number- 
ing the  regiments  of  Connecticut  in  the  reformation  of  that 
line  which  is  to  take  place  on  the  first  day  of  January  1783.  The 
Papers  relative  to  the  matter  in  dispute  now  in  possession  of 
the  Commander  in  chief  will  be  laid  before  the  board;  and  the 
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parties  concerned  may  attend  to  give  any  further  information 
they  shall  think  proper;  the  report  of  the  board  is  to  be  de- 
livered at  Head  Quarters  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be.55 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  December  17, 1782. 

Sir:  I  am  favored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  7th  of 
this  Month. 

I  should  be  very  happy  in  using  every  endeavour  in  my  power 
to  procure  the  release  of  Mr  Reading5"  and  would  apply  to  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  in  his  behalf,  if  such  an  application  was  like  to  be 
attended  with  the  desired  effect;  but  Sir  Guy's  Command  does 
not  extend  to  Canada,  on  which  the  Posts  in  the  back  Country 
are  dependant.  General  Haldimand  is  the  proper  person  to  be 
applied  to  on  this  occasion  and  with  him  I  have  no  communi- 
cation- I  never  wrote  him  but  one  Letter  which  he  did  not 
Answer.  As  Mr  Reading  is  not  a  Military  Man  there  will  be 
no  impropriety  in  your  Excellency's  applying  in  his  behalf  and 
if  you  are  of  this  opinion  I  will  endeavour  to  transmit  your 
Letter. 

If  however  you  think  that  an  application  from  me  will  be 
best  I  will  write  General  Haldimand  on  the  Subject  and  in 
either  case  I  will  seek  an  Opportunity  to  convey  the  Letter  to 
him  which  at  this  season  will  I  fear  be  something  difficult;  the 
only  public  communication  between  this  Country  and  Canada 
has  been  by  means  of  the  Enemies  Vessels  Station'd  in  the 
Lakes  which  must  now  be  frozen  over.  With  the  etc.57 


"'On  December  18  Humphreys  wrote  to  Brigadier  General  Hand  that  "The  Com- 
mander in  Chief  is  pleased  to  authorize  any  three  of  the  Board  ...  to  proceed  to 
the  decision  of  that  dispute,  and  to  report  accordingly."  Humphreys's  letter  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

so  Livingston's  letter  calls  him  Thomas  Mullan  Roading.  He  was  captured  by  the 
Indians  in  June,  1781. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  17, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  It  was  not  until  the  arrival  of  the  last  eastern  Mail, 
that  I  was  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  29th  Novembr. 

Of  the  Prisoners  you  mention  to  have  returned  from  Canada, 
not  more  than  five  have  come  on  to  Camp ;  nor  do  I  know  what 
has  become  of  the  remainder  of  them;  I  wish  (if  it  can  possibly 
be  avoided)  that  they  may  not  be  lost  to  the  public. 

The  report  of  the  relief  of  Gibralter  has  proved  but  too  true, 
as  it  is  confirmed  by  a  late  arrival  from  Cadiz  at  Philadelphia; 
what  effect  this  event  will  have,  in  accelerating  or  retarding  a 
general  pacification;  time  alone  must  determine.  By  a  recent 
account  from  Mr.  Harrison  58our  Commercial  Agent  at  Cadiz 
it  appears  that  M.  de  la  Perreuse 59  of  the  Sceptre,  had  with  that 
Ship,  and  two  Frigates  returned  from  a  successful  Enterprize 
against  the  Enemy's  possessions  in  Hudsons  Bay,  having  en- 
tirely destroyed  the  Establishment  and  Property  of  the  English 
on  that  Coast,  estimating  the  damage  at  10  Millions  of  Livres. 

The  preparations  for  the  derangement  of  the  Massachusetts, 
and  Connecticut  Lines  go  on  as  well  as  I  expected.  No  promo- 
tions have  yet  been  made  by  Congress ;  nor  have  we  any  intel- 
ligence of  importance  from  any  quarter.  Iam&c,60      [ms.h.s] 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  December  17, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Dragoon  brought  me  your  Letter  of  the  13th.  Yes- 
terday. A  Supply  of  Shirts  sufficient  to  give  each  man  two,  will 

58  Richard  Harrison.  He  was  Continental  agent  at  Cadiz. 

Jean  Francois  dc  Galaup,  Comte  de  La  Perouse,  captain  of  the  French  Navy. 
00 In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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be  sent  here  as  fast  as  they  can  be  transported  from  Philadel- 
phia. Six  thousand  have  already  arrived  and  I  only  delayed  the 
issue  of  them  'till  there  should  be  enough  here  to  give  each 
man  one  however  if  more  do  not  arrive  in  a  few  days  I  shall 
order  these  to  be  issued  by  lot;  so  that  the  Corps  who  draw 
them  may  have  one  pr  man.  The  Clothier  has  orders  to  ac- 
quaint you  the  moment  he  has  your  proportion  ready  to  issue. 
Shoes  may  be  had  on  application.  I  am  etc.G1 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Tuesday,  December  17, 1782. 
Parole  Danbury.    Countersigns  Easton,  Frederick. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colonel  Cochran,  Major  Lansdale. 
For  duty  tomorrow  6th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 
The  first  Massachusetts  regiment  to  relieve  the  first  regiment 
of  Jersey  on  the  lines  tomorrow.  The  Quarter  Master  Genl.  to 
furnish  boats  on  application  from  the  Commanding  officer. 

The  Honorable  the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
following  Resolves 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

December  3d.  1782. 
In  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  22 
November  from  the  Superintendant  of  Finance  and  Secretary  at  War: 

Resolved,  That  after  the  last  day  of  December  instant,  in  lieu  of  the 
rations  hitherto  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  including  those  for 
servants,  they  shall  be  allowed  subsistence  money  at  the  rate  of  four  dol- 
lars per  month  for  each  ration;  provided,  that  where  circumstances  in 

01  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 

On  December  17  Washington  wrote  also  to  Lord  Stirling:  "I  entirely  approve  of  the 
Orders  your  Lordship  has  given  for  furnishing  the  Levies  with  provisions  to  the  first 
of  Janry.  as  I  think  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  reason  suggested  to  keep  them  in  service 
until!  that  time."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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any  case  shall  not  permit  the  payment  of  such  subsistence  money,  they 
shall  draw  their  rations  as  heretofore. 

Resolved,  That  after  the  fore-mentioned  period,  in  lieu  of  the  pay  and 
rations  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  hospital  department,  including  ra- 
tions for  servants,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the  following  monthly  pay  and 
subsistance;  provided  in  like  manner,  that  where  the  said  subsistance 
money  shall  not  be  paid,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  an  equivalent 
number  of  rations,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  for  each  ration  per  month, 
viz. 

The  director,  one  hundred  and  two  dollars  pay  and  sixty  dollars' 
subsistance. 

The  deputy  director,  and  physician,  each  one  hundred  dollars  pay  and 
forty-eight  dollars  subsistance. 

The  surgeons,  each  ninety  dollars  pay  and  forty  dollars  subsistance. 

Apothecary  and  purveyor  each  ninety-two  dollars  pay  and  thirty-two 
dollars  subsistance. 

Deputy  apothecary  and  deputy  purveyor,  each  fifty-nine  dollars  pay 
and  sixteen  dollars  subsistance. 

Mates,  each  forty-two  dollars  pay  and  twelve  dollars  subsistance. 

Stewards,  each  thirty-one  dollars  pay  and  eight  dollars  subsistance. 

Ward  masters,  each  twenty-one  dollars  pay  and  eight  dollars  sub- 
sistance. 

*To  BARTHOLOMEW  DANDRIDGE 

Newburgh,  December  18, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  5th.  of  last  Month  came  safe 
to  my  hands,  at  this  place;  in  the  vicinity  of  which  the  Army 
is  cantoned. 

1  am  fully  perswaded,  from  all  Accts.  that  in  Posey62  you 
have  to  deal  with  a  most  consummate  villain ;  and  from  your 
own,  that  you  have  pursued  the  most  prudent  method  of 
managing  him,  and  for  obtaining  that  justice  wch.  is  due  to 
Mr.  Custis's  Estate.  I  am  clear  in  Sentiment  with  you,  that  he 

02  Price  Posey. 
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should  be  removed  from  his  present  Stewardship  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  done  with  any  degree  of  propriety;  for  be  assured 
Sir  that  a  Man  so  devoid  of  principle  as  he  is  to  be  guilty,  not 
only  of  the  barefaced  frauds  with  which  he  is  accused;  but  the 
abominable  Sin  of  ingratitude,  will  neglect  no  oppertunity 
of  converting  to  his  own  use  when  he  can  do  it  with  impunity 
every  species  of  property  that  is  committed  to  his  care;  and 
will  do  it  the  more  readily  after  his  reputation  will  have  Suf- 
fered, than  before.  The  most  hardened  villain,  altho'  he  Sins 
without  remorse,  wishes  to  cloak  his  iniquity,  if  possible,  un- 
der specious  appearances;  but  when  character  is  no  more,  he 
bids  defiance  to  the  opinions  of  Mankind,  and  is  under  no 
other  restraint  than  that  of  the  Law,  and  the  punishments  it 
inflicts.  Posey,  I  am  perswaded,  will  be  no  exception  to  this 
rule;  and  that  the  sooner  the  Estate  can  be  taken  out  of  his 
hands  the  less  it  will  suffer;  as  it  cannot  be  in  worse. 

With  respect  to  the  valuation  of  the  Stock,  if  upon  an 
investigation  of  the  matter,  and  comparing  it  with  the  Scale 
of  depreciation  as  settled  by  Congress,  it  shall  be  found, 
when  reduced  to  specie  value,  that  the  sum  amounts  to  more 
than  the  number  and  kind  of  Cattle  had  of  me  are  worth, 
let  a  just  value  be  placed  on  them,  and  it  will  meet  my  entire 
approbation.  Mr.  Custis,  as  I  wrote  him,  was  alarmed  at  the 
nominal,  without  attending  to  the  real  price  of  the  Stock; 
for  if  20  paper  Dollars  in  those  days,  was  valued  at,  and 
would  purchase  no  more  than  one  Silver  D,  valuing  any 
article  at  £6.  Currency,  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  fix- 
ing it  at  a  Dollar  specie.  If  therefore  the  valuation  of  Colo. 
Bassett  when  estimated  by  this  rule,  and  fixed  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, is  not  too  high,  there  certainly  can  be  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint; and  upon  this  footing  I  am  willing  to  place  the  matter. 
A  Dollar  in  specie  may  be  a  hundred  pounds  according  to 
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the  scale  of  depreciation,  but  if  no  Man  will  give  more  than 
Six  shillings  for  it  that  sum  is  most  certainly  the  intrinsic 
Worth  of  it.  It  never  was,  nor  is  it  now  my  intention  to 
put  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Custis  to  the  least  inconvenience  to  pay 
the  Debt  it  owes  me.  On  the  contrary  if  I  ever  get  it  at 
all,  to  receive  it  at  such  a  time,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
occasion  the  least  possible  distress  is  all  I  aim  at;  therefore 
as  it  seemed  to  be  your  opinion,  and  it  was  clearly  mine,  that 
the  Stud,  and  other  Horses  belonging  to  that  Estate  (which 
were  not  wanted  for  immediate  use)  had  better  be  sold;  and 
as  I  really  wanted  one,  and  could  have  made  it  very  con- 
venient to  have  taken  both  of  his  covering  Horses,  I  directed 
Mr.  Lund  Washington  to  get  them  in  discount  of  my  Debt 
but,  if  I  can  obtain  neither  without  advancing  the  Money  as 
an  indifferent  purchaser,  I  shall  certainly  decline,  this  mode 
of  gratifying  my  wants,  as  I  have  no  more  idea  of  advancing 
money  (in  truth  I  have  it  not  to  advance)  to  an  Estate  that 
owes  it  to  me,  than  I  have  of  demanding  it  from  one  that  can- 
not, with  convenience  pay  it.  If  therefore  you  cannot  let  me 
have  one  of  the  Stud  horses  upon  the  above  terms,  I  must  not 
only  do  without  him  but  any  other  as  I  have  not  the  means 
of  purchasing. 

The  French  Army  have  Embarked  at  Boston  for  the  West 
Indies;  but  had  not  Sailed  when  I  heard  last  from  that  Quar- 
ter. Lord  Howe  has  relieved  Gibralter.  The  French  have 
taken  and  Destroyed  the  British  Interest  in  Hudsons  Bay,  to 
the  amount,  it  is  said,  of  10,000,000  of  Livres.  The  British 
Fleet  have  left  New  York  in  two  divisions  and  a  detachment 
of  Troops  it  is  reported  are  going  from  that  place  to  the  West 
Indies;  but  when  they  will  embark  is  uncertain.  A  number  of 
Transports  are  collected  there  but  I  believe  they  are  only 
waiting  for  decisive  orders  from  their  Court;  which  in  my 
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judgment,  would  not  Issue  till  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
when  the  Parties  for  and  against  the  American  War  will  try 
their  strength,  we  shall  then  know  whether  we  are  to  set  down 
under  our  Vines  and  fig  Trees  in  Peace,  or  prosecute  the  War. 
It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  that  your  good  Mother, 
yourself  Mrs.  Dandridge  and  Family,  are  well.  My  affection- 
ate regards  are  presented  to  them  all,  in  which  your  Sister,  who 
arrived  here  the  30th.  of  last  Month,  joins.  I  am  etc. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  18, 1782. 

My  Dear  Sir:  By  the  southern  Mail  of  last  Week  I  received 
your  Letter  of  the  4th.  of  Octr  enclosing  the  Returns  of  your 
Army:  and  I  am  just  now  favored  with  that  of  the  nth  of 
Novr.  covering  the  Returns  for  the  Month  of  Octr:  as  I  find 
by  the  latter,  you  had  reed  mine  of  the  23rd  of  Septr.  I  can 
have  no  occasion  to  suggest  any  thing  farther  at  this  time 
respecting  the  disposition  of  the  Troops  after  the  Enemy 
shall  have  abandoned  the  southern  States;  the  latitude  already 
given,  will  in  a  sufficient  manner  I  believe,  enable  you  to  act 
for  the  public  good,  as  the  state  of  affairs  may  then  seem  to 
demand. 

There  had  been  during  the  summer  much  speculation  and 
many  conjectures  that  New  York  would  be  evacuated  before 
winter,  as  I  informed  you  in  my  last  letter,  which  was  dated 
the  18th  of  Octr;  but  at  the  same  time  I  mentioned  "I  had 
no  such  idea";  and  the  event  has  justified  my  opinion.  I  am 
not  without  expectations,  however,  that  a  detachment  will  be 
made  in  the  course  of  the  Winter  to  the  West  Indies:  indeed 
many  appearances  strongly  indicate  this,  or  at  least  that  some 
Orders  of  embarkation  arc  expected,  such  as  the  great  prcpa- 
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ration  of  Transports,  there  being  now  about  120,  collected 
from  various  quarters,  lying  in  the  east  River,  compleatly  fit- 
ted for  sea;  and  Reports  still  continue  to  assert  that  several 
thousand  British  Troops  will  yet  be  detached. 

The  sailing  of  the  Fleet  from  New  York  in  two  divisions, 
I  suppose  must  have  been  well  known  in  Carolina,  as  in  all 
probability  the  last  squadron  served  to  convoy  a  part  of  the 
Garrison  of  Charles  Town  to  the  W  Indies  agreeably  to  your 
expectation.  But,  I  imagine  you  could  not  have  learned,  (it 
having  been  a  secret  to  this  time,  which  it  was  not  prudent 
to  commit  to  paper)  that  the  Orders  of  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  (who  is  himself  about 
to  sail  for  France)  were  that  the  Corps  under  his  Orders 
should  go  to  the  West  Indies,  in  case  the  evacuation  of  New 
York  or  Charles  Town  should  take  place.  In  expectation  that 
the  latter  would  happen,  the  French  Army  marched  into  the 
eastern  States,  towards  the  last  of  Octr,  under  pretext  of  taking 
winter  Quarters  there;  but  in  fact,  with  the  design  of  embark- 
ing on  board  the  Fleet  of  the  Marquis  De  Vaudrieul  at  Boston, 
whenever  the  event  on  which  their  ultimate  movement  de- 
pended, became  sufficiently  ascertained. 

From  the  general  concurrence  of  intelligence  and  a  variety 
of  circumstances  the  Enemy's  intention  to  leave  Charles  Town 
has  approached  so  near  to  a  certainty,  that  all  the  Army  of 
His  Most  Christian  Majesty  (excepting  the  Legion  of  Lauzun 
which  remains  behind)  have  embarked  and  are  to  sail  in  two 
day's  from  this  time.63  As  soon  as  this  Fleet  is  clear  of  the  Coast, 
and  the  destination  of  the  Troops  shall  be  positively  known  at 
N.  York,  (as  I  observed  before)  it  appears  not  improbable  a 
considerable  Corps  of  British  will  be  sent  to  Jamaica;  for  the 

03  Greene's  letter  of  December  19  to  the  President  of  Congress,  a  copy  of  which  is  in 
the  Washington  Papers,  stated  that  the  British  evacuated  Charleston  December  14  and 
that  their  fleet  put  to  sea  Dec.  17,  1782. 
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safety  of  which  Island  the  apprehensions  of  the  Enemy  appear 
to  be  very  much  alarmed,  on  account  of  the  large  force  at  the 
Havanna  and  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  with  a  rein- 
forcement from  France.  How  far  the  Combined  Powers  will 
in  reality  prosecute  a  serious  Operation  in  that  Quarter,  since 
the  failure  of  the  attempt  against  Gibralter  (of  the  relief  of 
which  by  the  Fleet  under  Lord  Howe,  you  will,  I  dare  say, 
have  heard  before  this  reaches  you),  or  how  far  the  last  men- 
tioned circumstance  v/ill  tend  to  hasten  or  retard  a  general 
Pacification,  I  cannot  undertake  to  determine  with  certainty. 
Many  Politicians  imagine,  that  the  fewer  capital  advantages 
either  of  the  Belligerent  Powers  in  Europe  has  over  the  other, 
the  smaller  will  be  the  obstacles  that  will  present  themselves 
in  the  course  of  the  negociation  for  Peace;  but  almost  every 
thing  respecting  this  business,  in  my  opinion,  will  rather  de- 
pend on  the  strength  or  weakness  of  Shelburne's  and  Fox's 
Parties  in  the  British  Parliament. 

To  wait  Events,  and  profit  by  the  Occasions  which  may  oc- 
cur, I  have  concentred  the  Army  to  a  point  as  much  as  possible. 
At  West  Point  and  the  Cantonment  4  Miles  from  this  place  is 
our  whole  force,  except  the  Rhode  Island  Regt  at  die  North wd 
and  one  or  two  Corps  on  the  Lines.  This  Army  indeed  is  not 
numerous,  but  the  efficient  strength  is  greater  in  proportion 
to  the  total  Numbers,  than  ever  it  has  been;  the  Troops  are 
tolerably  well  appointed,  and  have  improved  very  much  in 
their  discipline  during  the  last  Campaign. 

The  Enemy's  force  in  New  York  I  compute  to  be  between 
ten  and  eleven  thousand.  Should  they  weaken  themselves  by 
a  detachment  of  4  or  5000  Men  and  still  attempt  to  hold  that 
Garrison  another  Campaign,  it  would  be  an  indelible  blot  to 
the  reputation  of  this  Country,  not  to  furnish  sufficient  means 
for  enabling  us  to  expel  them  from  the  Continent.  And  yet  I 
am  free  to  confess,  I  have  accustomed  myself  not  to  be  over 
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sanguine  in  any  of  my  calculations,  especially  when  I  consider 
the  want  of  energy  in  government,  and  the  want  of  that  disposi- 
tion in  too  many  of  the  People,  which  once  influenced  them 
chearfully  to  yield  a  part  to  defend  the  remainder  of  their 
property. 

Thus,  My  dear  Sir,  have  I  given  for  your  own  private  satisfac- 
tion, a  pretty  general  detail  of  the  affairs  of  our  Allies,  Our- 
selves, and  our  Enemies,  in  this  part  of  the  Continent.  Hoping 
and  expecting  the  southern  States  will  be  restored  to  perfect 
tranquility  before  this  is  delivered  to  you;  I  have  only  to  add 
that  Mrs  Washington  joins  me  in  requesting  Mrs.  Greene  and 
yourself  to  accept  our  best  wishes  and  compliments;  it  will 
ever  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  on  matters  of  business 
or  friendship;  being  etc.04 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Wednesday,  December  18, 1782. 
Parole  Gosport.    Countersigns  Halstead,  Illinois. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Van  Schaick,  Major  Reading. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

*To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MARINUS  WILLETT 

Newburgh,  December  18, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  Ultio.  from  Albany,  came 

safe  to  my  hands.  I  am  glad  to  find  you  enter  so  readily  into  a 

measure  which  appears  very  practicable  in  my  eyes,  provided 

the  Troops  for  the  Enterprise  °5  can  be  properly  accommodated. 

wThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
65 Against  Oswego,  N.  Y. 
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I  have  again  written  to  the  Secretary  at  War  respecting  cloth- 
ing for  the  York  State  Troops,  and  desired  Colo.  Tilghman, 
who  left  this  on  Sunday  last  for  Philadelphia  to  enforce  it,66  not 
only  on  him,  but  on  the  Clothier  General  also;  that,  if  it  can  be 
had,  it  may  be  sent  up  without  delay.  From  the  Deputy  Cloth- 
ier's Store  at  this  place,  I  could  furnish  Vests  and  Woolen  hose 
enough  for  the  State  Troops,  and  Woolen  Caps,  Socks,  and 
Mitts  sufficient  for  the  whole  party.  Indian  Shoes  or  Mocca- 
sons,  I  must  depend  upon  you  to  procure;  as  also  the  Snow 
Shoes,  of  which  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  each  Mans  having 
a  pair;  tho'  some  may  be  indispensably  necessary  I  well  remem- 
ber to  have  directed  (two  years  ago)  a  number  of  Snow  Shoes 
to  be  made;  and  if  I  mistake  not  it  was  done;  but  I  do  not  sup- 
pose any  dependence  is  to  be  had  on  them  at  this  time.  It  may 
not  be  amiss  however,  to  enquire  of  General  Schuyler  (to 
whom  I  think  I  wrote  on  this  subject)  the  Qr  Master,  or  any 
other  who  may  be  likely  to  give  information,  whether  they  are 
yet  in  being.  To  provide  and  carry  Scaling  Ladders  from  the 
Settlement  would  at  once  announce  your  design,  and  more 
than  probably  defeat  the  Enterprise;  at  any  rate  they  would 
be  troublesome  to  transport,  and  must  impede  the  rapidity  of 
your  movement,  on  which  every  thing  depends,  it  appears  to 
me  therefore  that  the  attempt  would  be  improper,  and  that  the 
difficulty  may  be  surmounted  by  carrying  a  few  Tools  (to  wit 
Axes,  Saws,  Augers  and  a  Gouge)  with  which  at  a  convenient 
time  and  place,  a  sufficient  number  of  Ladders  might  [soon 
and  easily  be  made].67 

The  mode  you  p[ropose  for  obtain ]ing  the  Sleighs,  and  as- 
sembling [the  Troops,  I]  approve  of  preferably  [to  the  Qr 
Masters]  having  any  Agency  in  the  [business  as]  I  do  of  the 

"°At  this  point  the  draft  lias  the  word  "  strongly." 

07 Mutilated.  The  words  in  brackets  in  this  letter  are  supplied  from  the  draft,  which 
is  also  in  the  writing  of  Washington. 
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time  named  for  th[e  execution  if  the]  Clothing  can  be  got  to 
you  [in  Season,  but]  having  doubts  on  this  hea[d  I  should  be 
glad]  to  know  to  how  late  a  perio[d  can  be  delayed  with  safety, 
on  Acct.  [of  the]  Ice  on  the  Oneida  Lake,  and  goodness  of 
the  Sleighing.  If  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  Party  to  preceed  the 
Sleighs  a  day  or  two,  to  mark  the  rout,  it  ought  to  consist  of 
picked  men  of  tried  fidelity;  and  even  then,  the  chance  of  dis- 
covery is  greater  than  it  otherwise  wd.  be. 

The  strength  of  your  Party  should  be  proportioned  to  that 
of  the  Garrison  you  attempt,  for  which  reason  every  possible 
means  should  be  used  to  obtain  the  most  accurate  acct.  of  it.  If 
you  have  men  to  set  the  enemy  at  defiance,  in  case  of  their  dis- 
covering you  previous  to  the  Assault,  or  miscarriage  therein,  it 
is  all  that  is  necessary;  more  than  these  would  render  [your 
movements  unwieldy]  and  slow;  consequently  mor]e  liable 
to  discovery  in  your  [preparatio]n  and  on  the  March. 

[I  s]hould  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  [again  on  th]is  head  by 
some  safe  conveyance;  and  if  matte]rs  can  be  properly  pre- 
pared f  [or  the  Enterprise,  and  nothing  more  than  I  kno[w  of 
at  this  ti[me  to  hinder  it,  I  will  be  at  Al[bany  when  you] 
March,  that  I  may  be  at  hand  to  remove  difficulties  if  any 
should  occur.  With  great  esteem  etc. 

P  S.  It  will  be  essentially  necessary  to  fix  your  Eyes  upon 
some  one  or  more  persons  (deserters  or  otherwise)  who  have 
been  in  and  are  well  acqd.  with  the  Enemies  works,  and  seize 
them  at  the  moment  they  are  wanted  that  you  may  have  them 
as  guides.  [m.l.] 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Newburgh,  December  18, 1782. 
Dear  Sir:  From  a  letter  which  I  received  from  home,  by  the 
last  post,  I  expect,  tho'  the  matter  was  not  finally  concluded,  to 
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call  upon  your  Excelly.  for  the  ^2000,  (reckoning  Dollars  at 
six  shillings)  which  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  assure  me  you 
could  procure  me  the  loan  of. 

When  the  Bargain  is  concluded,  which  the  Gentleman68 
who  has  charge  of  my  business  expected  would  be  the  week  he 
wrote,  he  was  to  draw  on  me  for  the  money.  I,  in  consequence 
shall  apply  to  Your  Excellency. 

With  the  greatest  esteem,  etc.69 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Thursday,  December  19, 1782. 

Parole  Kittlerwell.    Countersigns  London,  Malwood. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Fish,  Major  Oliver. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  8th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

At  the  General  courtmartial  of  which  Colonel  Greaton  is 
President,  Lieutenant  Meacham 70  of  the  3d.  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment was  tried  "Charged  with  absenting  himself  from  his 
regiment  beyond  the  limitation  of  his  furlough  and  neglecting 
to  join  it  when  notified  so  to  do  agreable  to  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress respecting  absent  officers."  The  court  on  mature  consid- 
eration are  of  opinion  that  Lieutenant  Meachem  has  exceeded 
the  limitation  of  his  Furlough,  that  he  has  been  notified  to  join 
his  regiment  agreable  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  December 
6th.  1779  respecting  absent  officers;  and  that  he  has  neglected 
so  to  do,  or  to  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  his  continuance  of 
absence,  and  sentence  that  he  be  cashired. 

The  Commander  in  chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 

08 Lund  Washington. 

00From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

'"Lieut.  John  Meacham  (Meachem). 
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To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  December  20, 1782. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  I  some  time 
since  directed  an  inscription,  with  some  devices  to  be  engraven 
on  the  Cannon  to  be  presented  to  Count  Rochambeau  and  in- 
closed is  a  Certificate  of  Genl  Knox  relative  to  the  execution  of 
the  work  and  its  price. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Billings 71  application  to  me  for  his  pay  I  in- 
formed him  I  would  write  you  on  the  subject  and  did  not  doubt 
you  would  order  Payment  to  be  made.  I  have  the  honor  etc.72 

To  WILLIAM  DUER 

Head  Quarters,  December  20, 1782. 
Sir:  Apprehensive  that  the  passage  of  the  North  River,  will 
soon  be  obstructed,  if  not  totally  shut  up  by  the  ice;  so  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  transport  Cattle  or  other  supplies  from 
the  eastern  side  to  this  Army.  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
mention  the  circumstance,  in  season,  that  you  might  be  pro- 
vided against  the  contingency,  and  fall  upon  some  resource  to 
insure  the  supplies  thro'  the  severity  of  the  Winter.  I  am  etc.73 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Friday,  December  20, 1782. 
Parole  Newcastle.    Countersigns  Orangetown,  Philadelphia. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Putnam,  Lt.  Col.  Mellon. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  5th.  Massa.  regiment. 


"Andrew  Billings(?),  of  Poughkcepsie,  N.  Y. 
"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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All  the  Marques,  Wall  and  other  tents  in  the  line  are  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Quartermaster  General  as  soon  as  the  troops 
have  removed  into  their  hutts;  particular  attention  must  be 
paid  by  the  regimental  Quartermasters  to  see  that  the  Marques 
and  tents  are  perfectly  dry  and  in  good  order  when  they  are 
returned  in.  The  Quarter  Master  General  will  make  an  exact 
return  by  the  20th.  January  to  Head  Quarters  of  the  number 
and  quality  of  the  tents  issued  last  Campaign  to  the  several 
regiments  reporting  at  the  same  time  the  number  and  condi- 
tion of  those  returned  in  by  each  corps;  measures  are  then  to  be 
taken  to  repair  them  compleatly  for  the  next  Campaign. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Saturday,  December  21, 1782. 
Parole  Quakertown.    Countersigns  Ringwood,  Simsbury. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Trescot,  Majr.  Gibbs. 
For  duty  tomorrow,  the  Maryland  Detachment. 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  December  22,  1782. 

Dear  Sir :  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  20th.  The  Money 
you  have  reed,  for  Governor  Harrison,  agreeable  to  his  de- 
sire, you  will  be  pleased  to  remit  to  Mr.  Saml  Inglis  of  Philadel- 
phia, or  inform  him  it  is  in  your  hand,  subject  to  his  Orders. 

I  have  also  to  request  you  will  inform  Messrs  John  Chan- 
ning,  Peter  Taylor  and  Aaron  Loocock,74  whose  Petition  you 

"Of  South  Carilona. Their  petition, dated  Dec.  18,1782,1s  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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inclosed  to  me,  that  Congress  having  recommended  that  no 
"Subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  coming  directly  or  indi- 
rectly from  any  parts  of  the  British  Dominions  be  admitted 
into  any  of  the  United  States  during  the  War";  therefore  no 
Power  inferior  to  that  Honble  Body  will  grant  the  indulgence 
they  solicit,  if,  however  these  Gentlemen  choose  to  apply  to 
the  Executive  of  the  State  to  which  they  formerly  belonged, 
or  to  the  Delegates  from  that  State  now  in  Congress  to  make 
interest  for  them,  Letters  for  the  purpose  may  be  forwarded; 
but  until  permission  is  obtained  from  the  Sovereign  Power  as 
before  mentioned  no  Passports  will  be  granted. 

As  I  mentioned  in  a  former  Letter,  I  will  send  you  by  the  first 
good  opportunity,  three  or  four  Guineas  to  procure  Forage; 
after  which  you  will  make  the  best  Arrangement  in  your 
power  with  the  Qr  Mastr  for  a  further  supply.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  I  wish  you  to  ascertain  the  number  of  Vessels  in  the 
fleet  destined  for  England;  and  whether  there  are  any  Men 
except  Invalids  on  board.7" 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Sunday,  December  22,  1782. 
Parole  Tavistock.    Countersigns  Unity,  Windham. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Cortlandt,  Majr.  Darby. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Jersey  regiment. 
Colonel  Putnam,  Colonel  H.  Jackson  and  Major  Gibbs  are 
to  constitute  a  board  and  meet  tomorrow  at  such  place  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  by  them,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
facts  relative  to  an  agreement  said  to  have  been  made  between 

,5The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Captain  Jackson76  of  the  3d.  and  Captain  Pillsbury77  of  the 
6th.  Massachusetts  regiments  in  consequence  of  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  7th.  of  August  and  previous  to  the  26th. 
ultimo,  by  which  the  former  (as  is  alledged)  was  to  have  con- 
tinued in  service  in  the  room  of  the  latter. 

All  concerned  are  directed  to  attend.  The  Board  will  report 
the  circumstances,  and  their  opinion  thereon  before  the  25th. 
instant. 

A  party  proportioned  to  the  number  of  Tools  which  the 
Quarter  Master  General  can  supply  is  to  be  employed  daily  in 
opening  a  communication  between  Head  Quarters  and  Camp, 
untill  that  necessary  business  is  compleated.  The  Assistant 
Quarter  Master  with  the  army  will  direct  a  proper  person  to 
superintend  the  work. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Monday,  December  23, 1782. 

Parole  Aylesbury.    Countersigns  Brookland,  Coventry. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Tupper,  Major  Graham. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  first  Newyork  regiment. 

The  board  of  General  officers  appointed  in  the  orders  of  the 
16th.  instant  to  determine  the  dispute  respecting  numbering 
the  regiments  of  Connecticut  in  the  reformation  of  that  Line 
which  is  to  take  place  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  having 
reported  unanimously  as  their  opinion  that  the  rank  of  the  reg- 
iments ought  to  continue  the  same  it  has  been  since  the  first  of 
January  1780. 

T6Capt.  Simon  Jackson.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in 
January,  1783,  and  to  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  June,  1783;  served  to 
June,  1784. 

"Capt.  Daniel  Pilsbury.  He  retired  in  January,  1783. 
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The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the 
board. 

Returns  are  to  be  immediately  made  to  the  Assistant  Clothier 
of  die  number  of  men  entitled  to  cloathing  for  the  year  1783, 
agreably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th.  June  1781. 
The  returns  are  to  be  very  accurate  and  seigned  by  the  Paymas- 
ter, and  countersigned  by  the  officers  Commanding  the  regi- 
ment and  brigade.  The  men  whose  term  of  service  expires 
before  the  first  of  November  next  to  be  enserted  in  three  sepe- 
rate  Collumns,  the  first  containing  the  men  who  have  three, 
the  second  who  have  six,  and  the  third  such  as  have  nine 
months  to  serve  from  the  first  of  November  last. 

The  difficulty  of  transportation  having  delayed  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  the  Shirts  which  are  ready  made  in  Phila- 
delphia and  which  may  now  soon  be  expected;  those  which 
have  arived  are  to  be  drawn  for  by  lot,  by  the  several  regi- 
ments, for  which  purpose  the  regimental  Paymasters  will 
attend  with  their  returns  at  the  cloathing  store  in  Newburgh 
at  three  o'clock  on  Wednesday  next.  The  Assistant  Clothier 
has  instructions  on  the  subject. 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  TOBIAS  FERNALD 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  23, 1782. 
Sir:  Altho'  I  cannot  help  feeling  an  extreme  reluctance  at 
parting  with  the  veteran  and  faithful  Officers  of  the  Army  I 
have  the  honor  to  command,  before  the  conclusion  of  the  War; 
yet  when  I  am  convinced  by  any  of  them,  that  their  constitu- 
tion is  entirely  ruined;  and  their  impaired  state  of  health  such 
as  renders  them  unfit  for  further  duty,  I  cannot  think  it  justi- 
fiable to  urge  them  to  continue,  especially  when  there  is  such  a 
provision  for  them  to  retire  upon  as  at  present;  it  is  therefore 
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only  in  consequence  of  the  representation  contained  in  your 
Letter  of  the  22a!  inst.  that  I  am  induced  to  acquiese,  and  do 
hereby  consent  to  your  request  for  retiring  upon  the  Emolu- 
ments of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of  Novr  last. 

I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  sincere  wishes  for  the 
recovery  of  your  health  and  believe  that  I  am  etc.78 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  PETER  TEN  BROECK 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  23,  [1782]. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  as  expeditiously  as  may  be,  with  the 
Letter  now  committed  to  you,  addressed  to  Thomas  Chittenden 
Esqr.  of  Bennington;  and  deliver  the  same  to  him,  you  will  be 
careful  to  take  a  receipt  for  the  delivery  of  the  Letter,  and 
return  directly  to  Head  Quarters  with  it.78 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Newburgh,  December  23, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  By  yesterday's  Post,  I  received  advice  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Bargain  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  to  your 
Excelly.,  and  that  I  should  be  drawn  upon  in  a  few  days  for  the 
amount  viz:  ^1880  Virginia  currency,  which  differs  from 
the  curry,  of  this  State,  one  third;  Dollars  in  Virgia.  passing  for 
no  more  than  six  shillings. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  calling  upon  your  Excellency  with 
my  Bond  for  this  money  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  lest 
any  impediment  in  the  river  should  occasion  a  disappointment. 

The  Gentleman  to  whom  the  money  is  to  be  paid,  wishes  to 
have  it  lodged  in  Philadelphia.  If  your  Excellency  knows  any 
person  on  whom  dependance  can  be  placed,  that  would  receive 

,8Tlic  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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the  money  here  and  give  a  draft  for  it  there,  I  shall  thank  you 
for  mentioning  it,  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  I 


am,  etc.79 


GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Tuesday,  December  24, 1782. 

Parole  Derby.    Countersigns  Epping,  Fredericksburgh. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lieutenant  Col.  Hull,  Major  Morrell. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Newyork  regiment. 

The  Board  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
facts  relative  to  an  agreement  said  to  have  been  made  between 
Captains  Jackson  of  the  3d.  and  Pillsbury  of  the  6th.  Massa- 
chusetts regiments,  report  it  as  their  opinion  that  an  exchange 
was  fully  effected  before  the  promulgation  of  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  19th.  November  last;  and  that  Captain  Jack- 
son ought  to  continue  in  service  in  room  of  Captn.  Pillsbury. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  approves  the  opinion  of  the 
Board. 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  24, 1782. 
Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's Letter  of  the  18th  of  this  Month  with  one  for  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  which  was  sealed  and  forwarded  by 
express  immediately,  and  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  your  Ex- 
cellency for  the  communication  of  its  contents.  As  the  Marquis 
informs  me  he  should  sail  the  22d.  I  am  fearfull  that  Baron 
Fuchs,  who  passed  here  the  23d  in  the  morning  will  not  arrive 
in  time. 


'From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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The  British  have  a  Packet  arrived  which  left  England  the  3d 
or  4th  of  November,  the  papers  published  since  her  arrival  give 
us  nothing  new,  with  much  esteem  etc.80 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  AT  WAR 

Newburgh,  December  24, 1782. 
Sir:  As  it  was  your  opinion  when  you  honored  the  Army 
with  your  presence  in  October  last  and  [was]  clearly  mine,  that 
the  two  Regimts.  of  New  Jersey  and  New  Hampshire  and  the 
Regt.  of  Rhode  Island,  had  better  remain  [entire  Corps]81 
[un]till  the  States  to  which  they  respectively  belonged  should 
(on  application  [being  made  to  them])  determine  whether 
they  would  recruit  [these  Corps]82  to  the  number  required  by 
Congress  or  not,  and  as  the  States  of  New  Jersey  and  New 
Hampshire  [have]  resolved  to  Recruit  their  said  Regs,  to  500 
Rank  and  file  each,  [I  am  now  more  fully  convinced  that]83  we 
ought  [at  least]  to  wait  the  Issue  of  [these  measures  before  a 
reduction  shall  take  place.]84  Policy,  true  Interest  and  every 
other  consideration  point  so  strongly  to  the  [expediency  of 
this]85  that  I  hope  there  can  be  [no  hesitation  in  complying 
with  it.]8G  To  you  Sir,  who  know  the  disadvantages  of  broken 
Corps  in  all  Military  arrangements  and  dispositions  [espe- 
cially]87 how  expensive  they  are;  how  impracticable  it  is  to  es- 
tablish good  oeconomy  in  them;  keep  up  a  proper  police;  and 
prevent  them  from  mouldering  away;  no  Arguments  can  be 

80 In  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives,  Aff. 
Etrang.,  Mems.  ct  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

"Washington  had  written  "as  they  were,"  but  Humphreys  crossed  this  of!  and  sub- 
stituted the  words  in  brackets. 

w Washington  had  written  "them." 

'"Washington  had  written  "it  is  clearly  my  opinion  that"  which  Humphreys  crossed 
off  and  substituted  the  words  in  brackets. 

M Washington  had  written  "it." 

fiC  Washington  had  written  "measure." 

m Washington  had  written  "no  doubt  of  the  measure." 

87 Washington  had  written  "of  an  Army." 
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necessary  and  I  perswade  myself  that  on  your  representation 
of  the  matter,  Congress  will  suffer  them  to  remain  and  take  the 
Chance  of  Recruiting.  [After  all  events  in  the  present  temper 
of  the  Army,  there  appears  to  have  been  good  policy  in  post- 
poning the  reduction  of  these  Regts.  until  the  derangement  of 
the  larger  Lines  was  effected.] 

In  the  [Lines]88  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  where 
the  reduction  could  be  made  without  involving  the  evil  of  bro- 
ken Corps  the  arrangement  has  taken  place;  [the  10  Regi- 
ments] of  the  former  having  [been]  reduced  to  8,  the  [5  of  the 
latter]89  to  three.  I  have  the  honor  etc. 


90 


To  SIR  GUY  CARLETON 

Head  Quarters,  December  24,  1782. 

Sir:  I  have  been  favored  with  your  Excellency's  three  several 
Letters  of  the  nth  and  12th  instant:  covering  the  report  of  the 
Judge  Advocate  of  your  Army  respecting  a  farther  inquisition 
which  had  been  proposed  to  be  made  into  the  murder  of  Capt. 
Huddy;  a  representation  of  Lieut.  Reinking  relative  to  the 
treatment  of  the  German  Prisoners  at  Reading;  and  a  Passport 
for  a  Vessel  to  proceed  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  with 
necessaries  for  our  Naval  Prisoners. 

I  should  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  these  Dispatches  some  days  sooner,  had  I  been  my- 
self sufficiently  possessed  of  the  facts  to  have  given  so  particu- 
lar and  explicit  an  ansr.  to  Mr.  Reinkings  representation  as 
I  wished,  without  having  recourse  to  the  Gentleman  who  was 
immediately  concerned  in  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Prisoners 
of  War;  having  obtained  a  reply  from  the  Honble  the  Secy  at 

88 Washington  had  written  "State." 
Washington  had  written  the  last  phrase,  "the  former  having  her  10  Regts  reduced 
to  8;  the  latter  5  reduced  to  three." 

""All  the  words  within  brackets  are  in  the  writing  of  Humphreys. 
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War  to  my  Letter  on  this  subject,  I  now  take  the  liberty  of 
inclosing  a  Copy  of  it  to  your  Excellency.91 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  mentioning  the  state  of  the 
American  Marine  Prisoners.  As  the  management  of  that  busi- 
ness was  properly  in  the  Department  of  the  Agent  of  Marine, 
I  have  given  an  extract  of  your  Letter  to  Mr  Morris,  and  flatter 
myself  the  necessary  relief  will  be  provided  for  them  without 
loss  of  time. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  Letter,  in  which 
you  mention  the  situation  of  Captain  Schaak,  permission  had 
been  given  for  that  Gentleman  to  go  into  New  York  on  his 
Parole,  and  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  reasons  which  have 
prevented  his  arrival  at  that  place.  I  have  the  honor  etc.92 

To  COLONEL  RICHARD  BUTLER 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  24, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  7th  inst.  has  been  duly  received. 
Agreeably  to  your  request  I  enclose  Discharges  for  the  Men 
you  have  mentioned  by  name;  whenever  there  are  any  other 
instances  in  which  you  think  the  good  of  the  service  will  be 
promoted  by  similar  exchanges,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  give  my 
assent  thereto. 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  very  happy  to  hear  you  are  to  con- 
tinue in  service,  I  am  extremely  distressed  with  a  considera- 
tion of  the  disagreeable  feelings  and  prospects  of  many  of  the 
brave  Officers,  from  whose  zeal  experience  and  ability  the  Pub- 
lic has  derived  such  essential  services,  and  who  are  now  to  bid 
adieu  to  their  Military  connections. 

Altho'  it  may  not  be  in  the  power  of  our  Country  and  the 
present  age  to  do  ample  justice  to  the  Merits  of  those  gallant 

1)1  A  copy  of  Secretary  Lincoln's  letter  to  Washington,  Dec.  22,   1782,  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Officers  and  Men  who  have  composed  the  American  Army, 
and  by  their  bravery  and  perseverance  effected  the  Independ- 
ence of  this  vast  Continent;  yet  a  pleasing  conciousness  of  hav- 
ing been  instrumental  in  producing  so  great  an  event,  and  a 
reflexion  that  the  unbiassed  World  and  Posterity  will  view 
their  exertions  in  the  fairest  point  of  light,  will  soothe  many 
an  anxious  hour,  and  I  cannot  but  hope  the  sweets  of  liberty, 
peace,  and  domestic  enjoyment,  are  yet  to  be  tasted  by  those 
who  have  shared  so  freely  in  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  pro- 
curing these  inestimable  blessings  for  others.  With  sentiments 
of  the  highest  esteem  etc.93 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  JEREMIAH  OLNEY 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  24, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  favor  of  the  14th  enclosing  an 
application  from  Lieut  Greene  of  your  Regt.  to  retire  from 
service,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that,  (by  the  explanation  of  the 
Secretary  at  War)  the  Emoluments  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of 
the  19th  of  Novr  last,  were  not  intended  to  extend  to  any 
Officers  except  such  as  belong  to  the  Lines  which  are  reduced; 
therefore  the  request  respecting  Lieut  Greene,  however  deserv- 
ing he  may  be,  cannot  be  complied  with,  unless  a  derangement 
should  take  place  in  your  Corps;  and  this  you  know  will  ulti- 
mately depend  upon  the  States  compleating  or  not  compleating 
the  Regt  to  the  proposed  establishment  of  500  Rank  and  File. 

Perhaps  Mr  Greene  had  better  wait  the  event,  and  if  the 
reduction  should  be  carried  into  execution  avail  himself  of  it; 
otherwise  it  will  be  at  his  option  to  make  his  resignation  at  any 
time.  I  am  etc.94  [r.i.h.s.] 


^In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original,  kindly 
furnished  by  Miss  Eleanore  Bruno,  of  Ridley  Park,  Pa. 

wIn  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

Washington  inclosed  this  letter  in  a  brief  note  (December  25)  to  Lord  Stirling, 
asking  him  to  forward  it.  The  draft  of  this  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Wednesday,  December  25, 1782. 

Parole  Groton.    Countersigns  Haverhill,  Ilchester. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Lt.  Colonel  Cochran,  Major  Lansdale. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  1st.  Newhampshire  regiment. 

Untill  further  orders  the  old  and  New  field  officers  of  the 
day  and  commanding  officers  of  Patrolls  are  to  meet  every 
morning  at  10  o'clock  on  the  left  of  the  third  Massachusetts 
Brigade;  when  the  officers  to  be  relieved  will  make  their  re- 
ports and  communicate  every  material  occurrence  to  those 
who  relieve  them.  The  field  officers  for  the  day  will  at  the 
same  time  regulate  the  routs  for  the  Patrols  and  give  the  offi- 
cers commanding  them  their  instructions. 

The  General  highly  approves  the  proposal  made  by  the 
Revd.  Doctr.  Evans 95  for  erecting  a  public  Building  and  con- 
sents to  the  General  and  field  officers  meeting  to  determine  on 
the  situation  and  plan  for  it :  the  Doctor  therefore  requests  that 
those  who  are  desirous  of  promoting  so  usefull  a  Scheme  will 
be  pleased  to  meet  at  Major  General  Gates's  quarters  tomorrow 
morning  ten  o'clock. 

To  COLONEL  TIMOTHY  PICKERING 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  25,  1782. 

Sir:  The  bad  state  of  Affairs  in  your  Department  is  such  as 

makes  your  presence  indispensably  necessary  with  the  Army. 

The  complaints  of  all  from  the  Major  General  down  to  the 

lowest  Staff  Officer  entitled  to  keep  a  Horse,  are  aggravated  to 

05 Rev.  Israel  Evans,  chaplain  of  the  New  York  brigade.  He  retired  in  June,  1783. 
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the  highest  possible  degree  on  account  of  the  continual  want 
of  forage.  As  a  specimen  of  the  distress  which  has  fallen  under 
my  own  observation,  you  may  be  assured  my  Horses  have  been 
four  days  without  a  handful  of  Hay,  and  three  of  the  same 
without  a  mouthful  of  grain;  since  which  I  have  been  induced 
to  order  forage  to  be  purchased  with  my  own  private  Money 
at  any  expence,  rather  than  see  them  perish  before  my  eyes; 
but  I  am  now  informed  it  is  fourteen  days  since  the  Horses  of 
the  Army  have  had  either  long  or  short  feed  of  any  kind  what- 
ever. All  business  which  ought  to  be  performed  by  Officers 
serving  on  horseback  must  cease  to  be  done.  Some  of  the  Gen- 
eral Officers  have  sent  every  Horse  into  the  Country;  others 
have  notified  me  that  it  will  not  be  possible  for  them  to  attend 
at  Head  Quarters  on  any  occasion,  even  the  most  pressing, 
their  Horses  being  too  weak  to  carry  them,  and  they  unable  to 
walk  so  great  a  distance :  Nor  can  I  expect  the  Field  Officers 
of  the  day  to  perform  their  duties  any  longer.  There  is  an- 
other public  inconveniency  which  will  probably  happen,  and 
of  which  it  will  be  proper  to  give  the  Post  Master  Genl  timely 
notice,  that  is,  the  total  incapacity  of  the  Dragoon  Horses  des- 
tined to  escort  or  rather  to  carry  the  Mail  to  proceed  any 
longer.  He  must  therefore  expect  that  in  which  this  Letter 
goes  to  be  the  last  which  will  be  received  from  the  Eastward 
thro'  this  mode  of  conveyance,  until  new  Arrangements  shall 
take  place;  as  the  Dragoons  were  obliged  to  bring  the  last 
Weeks  mail  from  Morris  Town  a  considerable  part  of  the  dis- 
tance on  their  backs,  and  as  their  Horses  have  had  no  forage 
from  that  day  to  the  present.  How  far  these  evils  are  abso- 
lutely irremediable  I  do  not  undertake  to  decide;  but  if  they  can 
be  avoided,  I  am  certain  I  need  not  in  addition  to  all  the  other 
ill  consequences,  attempt  to  enforce  the  ill  economy  which 
must  result  from  this  unparalleled  scarcity,  by  an  example 
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which  General  Gates  has  just  mentioned,  that  for  want  of  five 
pounds  worth  of  forage  he  has  lost  a  public  Team  of  Horses 
worth  more  than  ^ioo. 

My  principal  objects,  Sir  in  giving  you  this  detail  of  particu- 
lars are  to  convince  you  that  the  distresses  and  clamours  for 
want  of  forage  have  never  been  so  great  at  any  former  time  as 
at  the  present  Moment,  to  request  you  will  lay  a  state  of  the 
Matter  before  the  Superintendt  of  Finance,  and  after  making 
the  best  Arrangements  in  your  power  to  procure  a  future  sup- 
ply, that  you  will  proceed  without  loss  of  time  to  join  the 
Army.  I  am  etc.06 

To  COLONEL  STEPHEN  MOYLAN 

Head  Quarters,  December  25, 1782. 
Dear  Sir :  I  have  been  favored  with  the  receipt  of  your  Letter 
of  the  15th  inst.  concerning  the  reduction  of  your  Regiment; 
and  have  conversed  with  the  Secretary  at  War  on  the  subject: 
that  Gentleman  (on  whose  determination  will  depend  the  par- 
ticular modes  to  be  adopted  in  the  reformation  of  the  Lines  not 
serving  immediately  under  my  Orders)  has  gone  to  the  East- 
ward, without  deciding  any  thing  positively  as  to  the  reduction 
of  the  Cavalry;  however  it  appeared  to  me,  to  be  his  prevailing 
opinion  that  as  your  Legion  could  not  remain  entire,  but  must 
be  reduced  to  the  broken  part  of  a  Corps,  it  would  be  best  to 
annex  the  Company  of  Infantry  as  a  flank  Company  to  one  of 
the  three  Regts  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  still  allowing  the  Offi- 
cers and  Men  the  Pay  and  Emoluments  they  formerly  enjoyed; 
should  this  be  the  case,  or  at  any  rate,  I  imagine  the  remainder 
of  the  Legion  will  soon  be  too  small  a  command  for  even  a 
single  Field  Officer  of  any  grade. 

""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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But  as  nothing  can  be  ultimately  determined  upon  before  the 
return  of  Genl  Lincoln,  and  as  some  event  may  happen  or  in- 
telligence arrive  in  the  mean  time,  which  will  lead  to  an  altera- 
tion in  the  plan  of  Arrangement;  I  thought  it  expedient  to  take 
the  first  opportunity  to  advise  you  of  these  particulars,  and  to 
assure  you  (whatever  the  circumstances  of  the  Public  or  the 
Service  may  eventually  require)  of  the  unalterable  esteem  etc.97 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  MOSES  HAZEN 

Head  Quarters,  December  25, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  sent  orders  to  Colonel  Humpton  in  Philadelphia, 
to  send  on  immediately  all  the  recruits  who  have  been  inlisted 
from  among  the  Prisoners  of  War.  Colonel  Humpton  is  to 
send  them  as  far  as  Princeton  and  I  must  desire  you  to  send  a 
sufficient  number  of  Officers  to  meet  them  there  and  conduct 
them  to  this  place;  their  numbers  I  believe  amount  to  about 
120  or  130.  Provision  is  to  be  furnished  them  to  Philadelphia  to 
bring  them  to  Pompton  and  the  necessary  Waggons  to  convey 
their  Provision  and  baggage  to  the  Army. 

You  will  please  to  give  the  necessary  Instructions  to  the  Offi- 
cer who  is  to  take  charge  of  them,  recommending  the  strictest 
regularity  during  the  March.  Colonel  Humpton  is  to  advise 
you  by  express  the  day  they  are  to  arrive  at  Princeton.  I  am  &c.98 

To  COLONEL  RICHARD  HUMPTON 

Head  Quarters,  December  25, 1782. 
Sir:  The  Recruits  raised  from  among  the  Prisoners  of  War 
are  to  be  sent  on  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Army.  Immediately 

07  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
BSThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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therefore  on  the  rect  of  this  you  will  please  to  have  them  put 
under  the  direction  of  a  proper  number  of  the  most  prudent 
Officers  you  have  under  your  Command,  and  sent  to  Prince- 
ton, where  Officers  will  be  Ordered  to  attend  and  bring  them 
forward. 

As  I  believe  there  is  no  issuing  Store  between  Philadelphia 
and  Pompton  you  will  have  them  furnished  with  Provision  to 
carry  them  to  the  latter  place,  and  you  will  apply  to  the  Quarter 
Mr  General  or  his  Deputy  for  the  necessary  assistance  to  convey 
their  Provision  and  baggage  to  the  Army. 

Previous  to  their  March  you  will  send  an  Express  to  General 
Hazen  who  commands  at  Pumpton  acquainting  him  of  the 
time  they  will  arrive  at  Princeton  that  he  may  order  the  Officers 
who  are  to  take  charge  of  them  from  that  place,  to  be  there  in 
proper  time. 

You  will  give  the  necessary  instructions  to  the  Officer  you 
send,  to  observe  the  strictest  regularity  on  the  march  and  to  take 
every  precaution  against  desertion.09 

To  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FINANCE 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  25, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  two  Letters  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  on  the  17th  inst. 

By  the  inclosed  Return  of  Horses  to  which  Forage  was  issued 
a  few  days  since,  you  will  be  convinced  the  number  is  much 
smaller  than  ever  was  kept  with  an  Army  of  equal  strength 
before.  Sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  large  supplies  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Cantonment,  I  had  directed  all  but  those 
Horses  I  judged  essential  to  the  service,  to  be  removed  from  the 
Army;  that  Order  was  punctually  executed,  and  I  flattered 

m The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 
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myself  the  Remainder  might  be  subsisted  without  difficulty. 
But,  Sir,  you  will  be  informed  by  the  Qr.  Mastr  Genl  (to  whose 
representation  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you)  that  the  contrary  has 
happened,  that  the  Officers  are  greatly  perplexed,  and  the  serv- 
ice extremely  embarrassed  on  account  of  the  unparallelled  de- 
ficiency of  this  Article. 

Requesting  your  earliest  attention  to  an  object  which  I  con- 
sider of  so  great  importance,  I  remain  with  perfect  esteem  &C.1 

To  GOVERNOR  BENJAMIN  HARRISON 

Head  Quarters,  December  25, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  Letter 
from  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  One  hundred 
and  Eighty  seven  Guineas  and  a  half  and  one  Dollar  equal  to 
£262.16  Virga.  Curry,  has  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  Colonel 
Smith 2  our  Commissary  of  Prisoners  on  your  account,  which 
sum  I  have  directed  Colonel  Smith  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Inglis  of  Philadelphia  agreably  to  your  desire. 

I  have  also  to  inclose  your  Excellency  copy  of  a  Letter  I  have 
received  from  the  Secy  at  War  on  the  Subject  of  recruiting  for 
the  Infantry  only.  I  am  perfectly  of  opinion  with  that  Gentle- 
man not  only  so  far  as  it  respects  your  State,  but  the  Continent 
at  large  and  besides  the  reasons  he  mentions,  the  very  heavy 
expence  of  procuring  and  subsisting  Cavalry  must  in  our  cir- 
cumstances be  a  sufficient  Argument  against  raising  more  than 
absolute  necessity  requires.  Should  your  Excellency  think  with 
us  I  must  beg  you  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  carry  this 
opinion  into  execution  so  far  as  respects  the  Troops  of  your 
State.3 


*The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

2Lieut.  Col.  William  Stephens  Smith. 

sThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 


470  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [Dec 


To  LUND  WASHINGTON 

Newburgh,  December  25,  1782. 

Dear  Lund :  I  approve  of  your  conduct  with  respect  to  Dow's 
Land4  and  am  very  glad  you  have  bought  it  whether  I  get 
Dulany's  or  not,  as  I  have  no  idea  of  loosing  by  it  if  it  will  Rent 
for  ;£  120  pr.  ann.,  which  is  more  than  the  Virginia  Interest  of 
the  sum  given  though  less  than  what  I  am  to  pay  for  the  loan  of 
it  in  this  State.  This  circumstance,  independent  of  the  desire 
I  have  to  repay  the  money  borrowed  in  this  State  makes  it 
indispensably  necessary  to  collect  my  Rents,  my  debts,  and  to 
use  every  means  possible  to  raise  money  to  answer  this  purpose. 
I  have  already  mentioned  A 's  debt,5  he  has  not  the  slight- 
est pretensions  to  further  indulgence,  and  there  may  be  other 
debts  (which  do  not  strike  me  at  this  moment)  the  payment  of 
which  may  be  demanded  with  equal  propriety,  to  enable  me 
to  judge  of  this,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  send  me  a  list 
of  my  Bonds,  (I  suppose  Mr.  Custis  took  all  his  after  the  settle- 
ment made  by  Col.  Mason),  the  sums  for  which  they  are  given, 
and  what  Interest  is  due  on  them.  I  used,  if  I  recollect  right 
to  keep  a  list  of  the  Ballances  when  I  settled  my  accts.,  if  this 
is  to  be  found  in  my  Ledger,  and  no  alterations  have  taken 
place  since,  I  wish  to  have  a  copy  of  this  also. 

As  it  does  not  appear  that  you  had  any  notice  from  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph,0 (the  Attorney  General)  to  whom  I  had  committed  the 
management  of  the  business  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Colo.  Mer- 
cer and  his  mortgages,  nor  no  authentic  information  or  proof 
of  Mr.  Jno.  Mercer's7  having  complied  with  the  requisition 

"Peter  Dow.  The  land  was  on  Cameron's  Run,  near  Alexandria,  Va. 
'' Robert  Alexander.  His  debt  amounted  to  £550,  Maryland  currency,  with  interest 
due  from  1769. 

"Edmund  Randolph. 
'John  Francis  Mercer. 
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of  the  Court  respecting  the  security,  I  think  you  acted  with 
proper  caution  in  withholding  the  Bonds,  but  as  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  decree,  and  as  I  wish  very  much  to  get  quit  of 
the  business,  it  is  my  earnest  desire  that  the  Bonds  and  other 
securities  and  money  (if  any  there  be)  in  your  hands  may  be 
given  up  when  he  has  done  this,  and  upon  the  passing  of  a 
proper  receipt  for  them.  An  acct.  should  also  be  rendered  of 
the  money  that  has  been  received  and  how  applied,  that  the 
produce  of  the  Sales  agreeably  to  my  report  thereof  to  the  Court 
may  be  accounted  for.  This  is  all  the  decree  requires  of  me, 
nor  should  I  be  willing  to  give  up  (more  than  copies  of)  the 
Sales  and  other  Original  Papers ;  depriving  myself  thereby,  if 
it  should  thereafter  be  found  necessary,  of  the  only  means  by 
which  a  proper  account  of  my  transaction  of  this  business  could 
be  rendered.  The  Attorney  General  has  been  furnished  with 
copies  of  the  Power  of  attorney  under  which  I  acted.  Accts.  of 
sales  in  Berkeley,  also  of  those  in  Loudoun,  with  a  memoran- 
dum respecting  the  Latter  and  the  purchasers,  from  whom 
Mr.  Mercer  conveniently  can,  if  it  is  necessary,  obtain  Copies 
at  any  time.  The  only  money  that  has  ever  passed  through  my 
hands  was  the  Bills  of  Loan  Office  certificates,  amounting  to 
1392  Dollars  which  were  sold  in  Phila.  by  Chs.  Petitt8  Esq. 
at  my  request  and  the  money  placed  in  the  Virginia  Funds 
agreeably  to  the  request  of  James  Mercer  Esqr.  I  say  this  from 
the  information  of  Mr.  Petitt,  who  wrote  me  to  this  effect;  the 
Bills  sold  at  35  for  1.  That  you  may  be  certain  of  pursuing  a 
proper  and  cautious  conduct  on  this  occasion  I  have  requested 
the  Attorney  General  as  you  will  see  by  the  Inclosed  letter  to 
him,  left  open  for  your  perusal,  and  to  be  sealed  and  forwarded 
immediately  by  Post  to  give  you  his  Sentiments.  There  should 
be  a  particular  enumeration  of  the  Bonds  and  other  Papers 

RCol.  Charles  Pettit,  formerly  Deputy  Quartermaster  General. 


472  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Dec. 

which  are  surrendered,  a  lumping  receipt  may  be  liable  to  ex- 
ceptions from  the  generality  of  it,  in  case  of  disputes  here  after. 

If  you  purchase  the  Young  horse  belonging  to  the  Estate  of 
Mr.  Custis,  I  should  be  glad  to  get  him;  and  shall  think  it 
rather  hard  if  so  small  a  part  of  my  Debt  cannot  be  received 
by  way  of  discount,  when  I  am  willing  to  forbeare  and  have 
not  the  smallest  intention  of  putting  the  Estate  to  the  least 
inconvenience  to  pay  what  it  owes  me.  On  this  subject  I  wrote 
Mr.  Dandridge  a  Post  or  two  ago,  but  if  the  Sale  did  really  take 
place  on  the  20th,  agreeably  to  the  advertisement,  I  do  not  sup- 
pose the  Letter  reached  him  previous  to  it.  I  should  have  been 
well  pleased  to  have  got  both  the  Horses,  but  readily  relin- 
quished one  that  the  produce  of  the  Sale  might  be  applied  to 
the  wants  of  the  Estate. 

I  observe  what  you  say  respecting  the  Flowering  Shrubs  and 
other  Ornamental  Trees  at  the  No.  end  of  the  House,  and  as 
the  locusts  by  the  goodness  of  their  growth  may  lay  claim  to 
an  establishment  there,  I  wish  that  the  afore-mentioned  shrubs 
and  ornamental  and  curious  trees  may  be  planted  at  both  ends 
that  I  may  determine  hereafter  from  circumstances  and  appear- 
ances which  shall  be  the  grove  and  which  the  wilderness.  It 
is  easy  to  extirpate  Trees  from  any  spot  but  time  only  can 
bring  them  to  maturity. 

In  a  drawer  in  the  Locker  of  the  Desk  which  stands  in  my 
study  you  will  find  two  small  (fore)  teeth;  which  I  beg  of  you 
to  wrap  up  carefully,  and  send  inclosed  in  your  next  letter  to 
me.  I  am  positive  I  left  them  there,  or  in  the  secret  drawer  in 
the  locker  of  the  same  desk. 

Mrs.  Washington  and  myself  are  sorry  to  hear  that  Mrs. 
Washington  has  been  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  but  very  glad 
to  find  she  is  so  well  after  it.  We  have  nothing  new  and  are 
beginning  to  be  hard  bound  in  Frost.  I  am  etc. 
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P.  S.  When  the  case  will  admit  of  it,  The  Tree  and  Flower- 
ing Shrubs  that  are  transplanted  to  the  ends  of  the  House  have 
a  better  chance  of  living  if  taken  from  the  open  fields  than  the 
woods.  In  the  first  case  they  have  been  more  accustomed  to 
bear  drought  and  are  hardier  than  those  taken  from  the  Woods, 
where  sun,  winds,  frost,  nor  drought  has  had  much  power  on 
them,  and  besides  are  handsomer.9 

*To  EDMUND  RANDOLPH 

Newburgh,  December  25, 1782. 

Dear  Sir:  By  the  last  Post  I  reed,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lund 
Washington  (who  lives  at  my  Seat,  and  takes  care  of  my  busi- 
ness in  Virginia)  Inclosing  a  Letter  from  Jno.  Francis  Mercer 
Esqr.  to  him,  with  a  decree  of  the  High  Court  in  Chancery  in 
Virginia  ordering  the  Bonds  &ca.  in  my  hands  to  be  delivered 
to  the  said  Mr.  Mercer  who  was  required  to  give  Bond  and  suffi- 
cient Security  to  comply  with  certain  Provisos,  in  the  Decree. 
Mr.  Washington  never  having  heard  from  you  on  the  subject; 
nor  having,  I  presume,  any  official,  or  authentic  notice  that  the 
requisites  of  the  decree  had  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Mercer  refused  to  deliver  the  Bonds  till  he  had  my  orders 
for  it.  As  it  is  much  my  wish  to  get  quit  of  this  business,  I  have, 
by  this  Post,  directed  him  to  give  up  the  Bonds  &ca.  agreeably 
to  the  Decree  if  you  should  inform  him  that  Security  has  been 
given,  and  should  advise  him  thereto. 

I  have  now,  My  dear  Sir,  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to  give 
your  Sentiments  to  Mr.  Lund  Washington  on  these  points,  by 
the  first  Post  after  this  reaches  your  hands,  who  is  directed  to 

9  The  text  is  from  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon,  Long 
Island  Historical  Society,  Memoirs,  vol.  4  (appendix).  The  original  letter  appears 
to  have  been  sold  in  Philadelphia  in  1924. 
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govern  himself  by  them  that  as  little  interruption  as  possible 
may  be  given  to  the  business.  If  they  are  to  give  up  the  Bonds 
&ca.  be  so  good  as  to  let  Mr.  Jno.  Mercer  (if  he  should  be  at 

Richmd.  from  whence  his  Letter  to  Mr.  L  W n  was  dated) 

know  it  that  no  delay  that  can  be  avoided  may  take  place.  With 
the  greatest  esteem  etc.  [  h.  l.  ] 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  December  26, 1782. 
Sir:  As  a  reward  for  the  signal  gallantry  of  Captain  Caleb 
Brewster  of  the  2d.  Regt.  of  Artillery  and  the  Officers  and  Men 
under  his  command,  in  capturing  on  the  Sound  two  Armed 
Boats  then  in  the  service  of  die  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  com- 
manded by  Captains  Hoyt  and ,  You  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  cause  the  said  Boats,  with  all  the  property  taken  therein, 
to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  Captors  and  duly  shared 
among  them.  I  am  &c.10 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Thursday,  December  26, 1782. 

Parole  Killingsley.    Countersigns  Lebanon,  Milford. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Major  Forman,  Major  Reading. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Newhampshire  regiment. 

Major  Morrell  is  appointed  a  member  of  the  Genl.  courtmar- 
tial  of  which  Colonel  Greaton  is  president,  vice  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Fernald. 

The  honorable  the  congress  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
following  resolves  vizt. 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Aug.  i,  1782. 

Resolved,  That  the  adjutant  general  be  appointed  by  Congress  from 
the  general  officers,  colonels,  lieutenant  colonel  commandants,  or  lieuten- 
ant colonels  in  the  army;  his  pay  shall  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  per  month;  he  shall  receive  four  rations  per  day,  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  and  one-third  per  month  subsistence.  The  adjutant  general 
shall  also  be  allowed  forage  for  four  riding  horses,  and  be  furnished  with 
two  four-horse  and  one  two-horse  covered  waggons  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  his  official  papers,  his  own,  his  assistants'  and  clerk's  baggage. 
He  shall  have  two  assistants  and  one  clerk,  to  be  appointed  by  himself, 
and  approved  of  by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  assistants  shall  be 
majors  or  captains  in  the  army;  the  pay  of  each  shall  be  fifty  dollars  per 
month,  one  ration  and  a  half  per  day,  eight  dollars  per  month  subsist- 
ance,  and  forage  for  two  riding  horses.  The  assistants  shall  be  allowed 
each  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  month  for  servants'  wages, 
and  the  cloathing  and  rations  allowed  to  a  private  soldier.  The  clerk 
shall  be  a  subaltern  or  volunteer  in  the  army;  his  pay  shall  be  forty  dol- 
lars per  month,  he  shall  draw  one  ration  per  day,  and  receive  six  dollars 
and  one-third  of  a  dollar  per  month  subsistence. 

That  there  be  as  many  deputies  adjutant  general  of  the  rank  of  field 
officers  as  there  may  be  seperate  armies  in  the  United  States,  that  consist 
of  one  or  more  divisions,  to  be  appointed  occasionally  by  the  command- 
ing officer  of  such  army,  whose  names  shall  be  returned  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  for  his  approbation. 

That  the  deputy  adjutants  general  shall  each  receive  seventy-five 
dollars  per  month  pay,  two  rations  per  day,  and  twelve  dollars  and  two- 
thirds  per  month  subsistance,  forage  for  three  riding  horses,  one  four- 
horse  and  one  two-horse  covered  waggons,  for  the  transportation  of  the 
official  papers,  there  own  and  assistants'  baggage. 

The  deputy  adjutants  general  shall  each  appoint  one  assistant,  of  the 
rank  of  major  or  captain,  who  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  commanding 
officer  under  whom  they  serve.  The  assistants  appointed  and  approved 
as  aforesaid,  shall  each  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  are  given 
above  to  an  assistant  of  the  adjutant  general. 

That  there  be  one  major  of  brigade  to  each  brigade  in  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  whether  of  cavalry,  artillery,  or  infantry,  who  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  commanding  officer  of  a 
seperate  army  as  occasion  may  require,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
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adjutant  general,  or  the  deputy  adjutant  general  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
they  shall  each  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances,  as  is  given  to  the 
assistant  of  the  adjutant  general  by  the  foregoing  resolutions: 

That  the  provisions  hereby  made  for  the  respective  officers  aforesaid, 
shall  be  in  full  compensation  for  their  services,  and  of  all  pay  and  allow- 
ances to  which  they  may  be  entitled  from  their  rank  in  the  army:  These 
regulations  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  from 
thenceforth  that  all  acts,  resolutions,  pay  and  appointments  heretofore 
made  in  any  wise  respecting  the  department  of  adjutant  general  and  bri- 
gade majors,  shall  cease  and  are  hereby  repealed. 

ToTHADDEUSBURR 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  26, 1782. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Civil  Authority 
and  Select  Men  of  the  Town  of  Fairfield  communicated  in 
your  Letter  of  the  23d  of  Novr.  I  have  sent  the  Infantry  of  Shel- 
don's Legion  under  the  Orders  of  Major  Tallmadge  to  take 
Quarters  in  that  place. 

I  beg,  Sir,  you  will  be  assured  nothing  could  be  more  agree- 
able to  me,  than  your  laudable  exertions  to  prevent  that  per- 
nicious intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  which  has  become  so 
extensive  and  alarming;  and  that  I  am  etc.11 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
WILLIAM  STEPHENS  SMITH 

Head  Quarters,  December  27,  1782. 
Dear  Smith:  The  Commander  in  Chief  who  has  just  gone 
to  Poughkeepsie,  has  left  it  in  charge  with  me  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  25th.  and  to  inform  you  that 
he  has  no  objections  to  your  coming  to  the  Army  for  the  pur- 
poses you  mention;  at  which  time  your  friends  will  be  very 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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happy  to  see  you  at  Head  Quarters.  Mrs.  Washington  (who 
desires  me  to  present  her  Complts  to  you)  has  often  expressed 
a  wish  to  that  effect  since  her  arrival. 

Orders  will  be  lodged  by  this  conveyance  at  Kings  Ferry  to 
forward  your  Dispatches.12  I  inclose  a  number  of  late  Papers 
for  your  amusement,  and  remain  with  great  sincerity,  etc. 

P.  S.  The  Genl  desires  you  will  forward  the  Letter  to  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  by  Flag.13 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Friday,  December  27, 1782. 
Parole  Newport.  Countersigns  Oysterbay,  Pompet. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Vanscaick,  Major  Fish. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  7th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 
Commanding  officers  of  Brigades  and  Regiments  are  de- 
sired to  meet  the  Contractors,  who  are  to  supply  the  army  with 
Provisions  from  the  first  of  January,  at  Majr.  General  Howes 
Quarters,  on  Sunday  next,  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.  in  order  to  agree 
upon  some  points  relative  to  the  issues. 
Regulations  for  the  Quarter  Master  Generals  Department. 
By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  October  23, 1782. 
Resolved,  .  .  .14 

In  Congress  October  29,  1782. 
Resolved,  .  .  ,15 

"Humphreys  wrote  (December  27)  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Kings  Ferry  that 
the  Commander  in  Chief  orders  that  all  dispatches  received  from,  and  franked  by, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith  at  Dobbs  Ferry  were  to  be  forwarded  immediately  to  head- 
quarters by  a  trusty  noncommissioned  officer  or  soldier.  "This  to  be  considered  as  a 
standing  order."  Humphreys's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "D  Humphrys  A  D.  Camp." 

"The  omitted  portion,  being  the  long  resolves  of  Congress,  and  to  be  easily  found  in 
the  printed  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  Oct.  23,  1782,  is  not  repeated  here. 

15 The  omitted  portion,  being  the  concluding  resolves  of  Congress,  regulating  the 
Quartermaster  General's  Department,  and  easily  found  in  the  printed  Journals  of  the 
Continental  Congress  of  Oct.  29,  1782,  is  not  repeated  here. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Saturday,  December  28, 1782. 

Parole  Quebec.  Countersigns  Rutland,  Stockbridge. 

For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  Putnam,  Major  Oliver. 

For  duty  tomorrow  the  4th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance  and  the  Secretary  at  war 
having  taken  into  consideration,  the  difficulties  which  have 
arisen  in  the  modes  of  Issuing  Provisions  under  the  Contracts 
and  also  the  intricases  which  have  taken  place  in  the  stating  and 
setling  of  accounts  by  reason  whereof  the  Army  have  been  in 
some  instances  injured;  and  if  timely  remedy  be  not  provided, 
frauds  might  be  committed,  for  the  prevention  whereof  in 
future,  they  have  determined  on  the  following  Plan. 

OFFICERS 

The  Superintendent  will  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Paymas- 
ter Genl.  the  full  amount  of  the  Subsistance  money  allowed  by 
Congress  of  which  a  List  is  annexed,  either  in  money  or  notes, 
payable  at  a  month  from  the  time  of  delivery,  and  the  Paymas- 
ter shall  cause  to  be  paid  to  every  officer,  the  amount  of  his 
subsistance  money  at  the  commencement  of  every  month  in 
advance  for  that  month,  so  that  the  officer  may  be  furnished 
with  the  means  of  supplying  himself  according  to  his  rank,  the 
Contractors  shall  receive  those  Notes  as  Cash,  and  shall  fur- 
nish the  Articles  of  the  ration  at  the  prices  stipulated  in  their 
Contracts  respectively  to  the  officers  for  such  Notes,  or  money, 
subject  nevertheless  to  the  conditions  which  may  be  expressed 
in  their  Contracts,  of  consequence  no  rations  will  be  drawn  by 
the  officers. 
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NON-COMMISSIONED  AND  PRIVATES 

To  obviate  any  difficulties  which  may  arise  on  this  subject  it 
is  to  be  considered  as  a  general  rule  that  the  Contractors  issue 
Provisions  on  Returns  in  the  form  for  that  purpose  annexed 
marked  No.  4  A,  provided  they  be  signed  by  a  Commissioned 
officer,  who  after  his  name  shall  specify  his  rank  and  the  regi- 
ment or  corps  to  which  he  belongs,  and  if  under  the  rank  of  a 
Field  officer  the  Company  also;  and  provided  that  the  regiment 
or  Corps  and  the  several  dates  be  inserted  in  the  proper  blanks 
left  for  that  purpose,  that  the  names  of  the  companies,  the  num- 
ber of  days  drawn  for,  and  the  number  of  rations  drawn  by 
each  company  be  also  inserted  in  the  proper  Columns;  and  that 
the  whole  number  of  rations  drawn  be  written  at  length  in  the 
order  for  Provisions  at  the  bottom  of  the  return,  on  which  re- 
turn shall  be  a  receipt  by  the  person  receiving  them,  specifying 
the  place  and  time  of  the  issue,  the  Contract  under  which  it  was 
made,  and  the  number  of  rations  delivered,  which  last  shall  be 
written  at  full  length. 

But  for  the  greater  order  regularity  and  simplicity  in  con- 
ducting the  business,  Provision  returns  of  the  whole  regiment 
or  corps  are  to  be  made  out  together  wherever  circumstances 
will  permit,  and  countersigned  by  the  Commanding  officer 
of  such  corps,  the  above  regulation  for  Issuing  on  the  Order  of 
every  commissioned  officer  being  made  to  provide  for  the  con- 
tingencies of  service  and  from  a  conviction  that  no  officer  will 
draw  provisions  improperly.  But  for  the  better  prevention  of 
those  frauds  which  a  variety  of  signatures  might  give  occasion 
for,  If  any  of  the  Issues  of  Provision  or  others  should  be  tempted 
to  commit  them;  the  Contractors  must  make  out,  from  these 
returns,  a  Monthly  Abstract  of  the  Issues,  in  the  form  annexed 
marked  No  4  B,  this  abstract  is  to  exhibit  to  the  Commanding 
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officer  of  the  regiment  or  corps,  who  is  to  compare  it  with  the 
returns  and  receipts  and  if  supported  by  them  to  sign  the  Cer- 
tificate (any  over  issues  notwithstanding,  and  retain  the  several 
vouchers),  but  it  be  his  duty  to  examine  whether  more  pro- 
visions have  been  drawn  for  than  are  allowed,  and  if  so  to 
call  the  delinquents  to  account  in  such  manner  as  by  General 
orders  shall  be  from  time  to  time  provided;  and  in  order  that 
the  most  clear  and  certain  rules  may  be  established,  it  is  fur- 
ther provided  that,  on  every  fifteen  men  actually  in  a  regiment 
or  corps,  there  shall  be  allowed  a  draught  for  sixteen  rations, 
so  as  to  supply  the  women  of  the  regiment  or  corps,  that  is  to 
say  the  rations  drawn  may  exceed  the  number  of  Noncom- 
missioned and  privates  one  fifteenth.  The  Commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  regiment  will  apportion  this  excess  as  circumstances 
shall  require. 

It  is  further  to  be  observed  that  the  men  in  Hospital  are  to  be 
provided  there,  that  the  Servants  not  bearing  arms  are  to  be  pro- 
vided by  their  Masters,  to  whom  an  adequate  allowance  of 
subsistence  money  is  made  for  that  purpose,  and  that  men  em- 
ployed in  the  civil  departments,  are  to  be  drawn  for  in  those 
departments,  for  these  therefore,  as  well  as  for  the  absent  on 
furlough,  no  rations  are  to  be  drawn  in  the  manner  prescribed 
for  Noncommissioned  and  Privates.  When  a  Detachment 
from  any  regiment  or  corps  is  marched  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Contract,  in  which  the  commanding  officer  is  stationed,  the 
officer  of  the  Detachment  is  to  certify  to  him  the  number  of 
days  drawn  for  and  under  what  Contracts,  so  that  the  monthly 
Abstract  may  be  checked  by  such  certificate,  a  copy  whereof, 
seigned  by  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  corps  is  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  war  office,  to  check  the  accounts  of  the  Contractors 
against  such  Detachment.  Officers  commanding  regiments, 
will  observe  that  the  care  of  public  property  is  by  this  regula- 
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tion  confidentially  committed  to  them,  and  they  will  undoubt- 
edly justify  this  confidence  by  their  vigilence  and  attention. 

CIVIL  DEPARTMENTS 

The  rations  to  be  drawn  for  in  the  Quartermasters  Commis- 
sary of  Military  stores,  and  Hospital  Departments  shall  be  ac- 
cording to  the  form  annexed  No.  5  A,  the  several  blanks  are  to 
be  filled  up  as  is  already  mentioned  under  the  title  of  Noncom- 
missioned and  privates  and  further  the  name  of  the  Departmt., 
the  particular  denomination  of  persons  employed  in  it,  and  the 
number  of  such  persons  are  to  be  inserted  in  the  proper  places 
as  well  as  the  number  of  days  and  rations:  and  also  the  regi- 
ments and  companies  to  which  any  soldier  belongs  who  may 
be  employed  in  such  department.  The  Returns  for  the  Quarter 
Masters  Department  are  to  be  seigned  by  the  Quarter  or  Deputy 
Quarter  Master  General,  Waggon  master  or  his  Deputy,  Com- 
missary or  Deputy  Commissary  of  forage,  Director  or  Deputy 
Director  of  a  Company  of  Artificers,  those  for  the  Commissary 
of  Military  stores  department  are  to  be  seigned  by  the  principal 
officer  at  that  post  or  place,  and  those  for  the  hospital  Depart- 
ment by  the  principal  Medical  officer  at  the  post  or  place,  and 
every  person  seigning  a  return  is  to  add  his  rank  station  or 
employment. 

From  those  returns  respectively  and  the  receipts  thereon,  the 
Contractors  are  to  make  out  a  monthly  abstract  for  each  De- 
partmt. in  the  annexed  form  No  5.  B,  in  which  is  to  be  inserted 
the  number  of  soldiers  employed,  and  the  regiments  to  which 
they  belong,  but  not  the  companies,  These  abstracts  are  to  be 
compared,  examined  and  certifyed  by  the  principal  of  the  re- 
spective departments,  within  the  limits  of  the  Contract,  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  retain  the  Vouchers  and  compare  them  with 
the  state  of  his  department;  and  if  any  frauds  have  been  com- 
mitted, to  detect  and  report  them. 
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SICK  AND  CONVALESCENTS 

Provisions  and  stores  for  the  sick  and  Convalescents  are  to  be 
drawn  on  returns  of  which  duplicates  shall  be  seigned  by  the 
principal  Medical  officer  of  the  hospital  at  which  they  shall  be, 
of  which  returns  the  Contractors  shall  reserve  the  original  to 
support  his  accounts,  and  shall  transmit  the  duplicate  to  the 
director  of  the  hospitals.  These  returns  shall  be  in  the  an- 
nexed form  No  6,  in  which  shall  be  inserted  the  place  at  which 
the  hospital  is  kept,  the  Contract  under  which  the  draught  is 
made,  and  the  dates  within  the  blanks  for  that  purpose: 
within  the  proper  columns  shall  be  inserted  the  rank  of  the  per- 
sons, the  Company  and  regiment  to  which  they  belong,  the 
number  of  days  drawn  for,  the  number  of  sick  and  the  number 
of  Convalescents  and,  in  the  Collumns  for  that  purpose  desig- 
nated shall  be  inserted,  the  quantities  of  the  several  articles  of 
Provisions  and  stores  drawn  for,  and  on  each  of  these  returns 
shall  be  given  a  receipt  by  the  steward  of  the  hospital,  for  all 
the  articles  actually  drawn,  containing  the  quantities  of  each 
in  words  at  Full  length. 

PRISONERS 

Full  rations  for  Prisoners  are  to  consist  of  the  following  arti- 
cles of  the  Soldiers  rations — Bread,  Beef  or  Pork,  soap,  salt  and 
Vinegar  these  are  to  be  drawn  on  returns  in  the  annexed  form 
No.  7. — in  the  first  Collumn  is  to  be  inserted  the  rank,  in  the 
second  the  number  of  persons  in  the  third  the  proportion  of 
the  ration  (whether  die  whole  or  only  a  fractional  part)  in  the 
fourth  the  number  of  days  and  in  the  fifth  the  number  of  full 
rations,  these  are  to  be  seigned  by  the  intendent  of  Prisoners, 
and  by  some  Commissioned  officer  in  the  British  service  and 
counterseigned  by  the  Commanding  officer  at  the  post.  The  re- 
ceipt indorsed  on  the  return  is  to  contain  the  quantities  of  the 
Articles  actually  issued  in  words  at  full  length.  When  prisoners 
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shall  be  at  places  where  there  is  no  intendent,  the  American 
officer  who  has  the  care  of  them  shall  countersign  the  return 
which  shall  be  seigned  by  some  British  Commissioned  officer; 
and  when  no  British  officer  is  present,  the  American  officer 
shall  certify  that  there  is  not,  and  the  Return  shall  be  seigned 
by  some  other  of  the  prisoners. 

CONTRACTORS 

The  Contractors  shall  issue  provisions  and  Stores  in  the  man- 
ner herein  before  mentioned,  but  they  are  not  to  expect  any 
allowances  for  issues  on  informal  or  defective  returns  or  re- 
ceipts, there  accounts  shall  be  made  out  as  follows  from  the 
abstracts  in  the  form  annexed  No  4.  B,  and  No  5.  B,  shall  be 
made  out  the  account  of  rations  in  the  annexed  form  No.  1. 
which  shall  contain  in  the  first  Collumn  the  names  of  the  regi- 
ments or  corps  and  of  the  Departments,  in  the  second  the  num- 
ber with  which  they  shall  have  endorsed  the  abstracts  by  which 
the  account  is  supported  and  in  the  third  Collumn  the  number 
of  rations  vouched  by  the  particular  abstract  referred  to;  from 
the  returns,  in  the  form  annexed  No  6,  shall  be  made  out  the 
account  of  Provisions  and  Stores  issued  to  the  sick  and  Con- 
valescents in  the  annexed  form  No.  2  in  the  first  Column  of 
which  shall  be  inserted  the  name  of  the  Hospital  for  which 
the  issues  were  made,  in  the  second  the  number  indorsed  by 
them  on  the  returns  by  which  the  account  is  supported,  and 
in  the  succeeding  Column  the  several  articles  vouched  by  the 
particular  returns  referred  to,  from  the  returns  in  the  form  an- 
nexed No.  7  shall  be  made  out  the  account  of  Provisions  issued 
to  Prisoners  of  war  in  the  annexed  form  No  3  in  the  first  col- 
umn of  which  shall  be  inserted  the  name  of  the  place  at  which 
the  issues  were  made,  in  the  second  the  number  indorsed  by 
them  on  the  returns,  and  in  the  succeeding  columns,  the  sev- 
eral articles  vouched  by  the  receipts  on  the  particular  Returns 
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referred  to.  From  the  three  subordinate  accounts  last  men- 
tioned made  out  in  the  forms  annexed  No.  i.  2.  and  3  shall  be 
made  out  the  general  account  in  the  form  annexed  for  that 
purpose,  which  general  and  subordinate  accounts,  with  the  sev- 
eral vouchers  to  support  them  shall  be  exhibited  in  an  orderly 
and  regular  manner  to  the  Treasury  for  settlement.  The  Con- 
tractors are  on  no  account  to  issue  any  due  bills,  they  are  to 
provide  the  articles  contracted  for,  and  where  that  shall  not 
be  in  their  power,  the  deficient  articles,  if  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided at  the  expence  of  the  Contractors,  shall  be  paid  for  in 
money  at  the  Contract  price. 


General  Acct.  of  the  Contractors  for              in  the  month  of                1783 

Ninetieths 
Rations  as  per  acct.  No.  1.     Rations  at 

D.  N.»o 

Ninetieths 

Hospital  as  per  acct.  No.  2  Pounds  bread  at 
Pounds  of  flesh 
Gills  rum 
Gills  salt 
Gills  Madeira 
Gills  Port 

Gills  West  India  rum 
Gills  Vinegar 
Pounds  tea 

Pounds  Muscovado  sugar 
Pounds  soap 
Pounds  Candles 
Pints  Indian  meal 

D.  N 

Ninetieths 
Prisoners  of  war  as  per  account  No.  3 

Pounds  bread  at 
Pounds  beef 
Pounds  Pork 
Pounds  soap 
Gills  salt 
Gills  Vinegar 

"The  letters  "D.  N."  meaning  dollars  and  ninetieths  of  a  dollar. 
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No.  1 

Account  of  Rations  under  the  Contract  for                                 in  the  month 
of                                      1783 

Names  of  the  regiment  or  Corps — 
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Names  of  the  Civil  Department. — 

No.  3 

Account  of  Provisions  issued  to  Prisoners  of  War  in  the  Month  of 
1783  under  the  Contract  for. 

The  name  of  the  place  at  which  the 
Issues  were  made 
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Account  of  Provisions  and  Stores  issued  to  the  Sick  and  Convalescents 
under  the  Contract  for                    in  the  month  of                       1783. 

Name  of  the  Hospital 
for  which  the  issues  were  made. 
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A. 

Provision    return    for    Noncommis- 
sioned &  Privates  belonging  to  the 
commencing  the 

and   ending  the             of 

1783 

B. 

Monthly   abstract  of   Provisions 
for     the                        under     the 
Contract  for                            in  the 
Month  of                                1783 

Names  of 
Companies 

No.  of  Days 

No.  of 
rations 

Names  of 
yo  Compy 

No.  of  Days 

No.  of 
rations 

N.  4 

Issue  on  the 

above  return 

Rations 

I   certify  that  having  compared 
this  Abstract  with  the  Provision 
returns   &   receipts   now   in    my 
possession,  there  appears  to  have 
been    Issued    to   the  Corps,  and 
under  the  Contract  above  men- 
tioned 

Rations. 
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Provision  return  for  the  Department 
commeng.    the 

and    ending    the  day    of 

1783 


Persons  belonging  to 

the  Departt.  their 

Denomination. 


Soldiers  employed  in 
the  Departt. 


The  regimt.from  which 
The  Company 


No.  of 

No.  of 

per- 

days 

sons 

No.  of 
Ra- 
tions 


No.  5. 


Issue  on  the  above  return 


Rations 


At  the  of  1783 

Received  from  the  Contractors  for 
the  numbers  of  Rations 

within  mentioned. 


B. 


Monthly  Abstract  of  Provisions 
for  the  Departt.  under  the  Con- 
tract for  in  yo. 
Month  of                 17S3. 


Denomination  of 
persons  belonging 
to  the  Department 


Regt.of  Soldiers 

employed  in  yo. 

Departt. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Per- 

Days 

sons 

No.  of 
Ra- 
tions 


I  certify  that  having  compared 
this  Abstract  with  the  Provision 
returns  and  rects.  now  in  my  pos- 
session, there  appears  to  have 
been  issued  to  the  Department, 
and  under  the  Contract  above 
mentioned. 
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Provision  Return  for  Prisoners  of  War  at                                      under  the 
Contract  for               commencing  the               and  ending  the               day 
of                                      1783 — 

Rank 

Number 

Propor- 
tion 

days 

Rations 

N.  7. 

At                    the                  day  of                  1783  Received  on  the  within 
Return  the  following  articles  of  Provisions                Pounds  bread 
Pounds  of  flesh            Gills  of  rum,            Gills  salt,  and  the  following 
articles  of  Hospital  Stores            Gills  of  Maderia  wine            Gills  port 
wine                    Gills  of  West  India  rum                    Gills  Vinegar, 
Pounds  of  tea                  Pounds  of  Muscovado  sugar            Pounds  of  soap 
Pounds  of  Candles                    Pints  of  Indian  Meal 

At  the  day  of 

Return  the  following  articles,  to  wit- 


1783     Received   on   the   within 


Allowance  of  subsistance  Money  to  be  Supply'd  the  officers  in  lieu  of  rations 
for  themselves  and  servants,  without  arms,  according  to  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  3d.  December  1782. 

Different  Grades  and  officers. 

S*0 

M 

Co      1 

Number 
of  servants 
witht.  Arms 

Monthly  allow- 
ance in  lieu  of 
Rations 

Major  General 

Brigadier 

Colonel  and  Lieut.  Col.  Commandt. 

Lt.  Colonel 

15 

12 
6 

5 

4 
4 
2 
1 

76 
64 
32 
24 
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Majors,  Brigade  Majors  and  A.  D.  Camp  not  of  ye. 

Line 

Captains 

Subaltern 

Regimental  surgeon 

Surgeons  Mate 

Quarter  Master  Genl 

Deputy  Q.  M.  Genl.  with  the  Main  army 

Deputy  Q.  M.  Genl.  with  the  Southren  army 

Assistant  Quarter  Masters 

Adjutant  General 

Assistants  to  the  Adjutant  General 

Deputy  Adjutant  General 

Clerks  in  the  Adjutant  Generals  office 

Commissary  of  Prisoners 

Deputy  Commissary  Prisoners  Southren  army 

Intendents  of  Prisoners 

Judge  Advocates 

Deputy  Judge  Advocate  Southren  army 

Chaplains 

Waggon  Master 

Deputy  Waggon  Master  Southren  army 

Deputy  Paymaster  Main  army 

Deputy  Paymaster  Southren  army 

Field  Commissary  Military  stores 

Deputy  Field  Commissary  Military  stores  Southren 

army 

Conductors  and  Clerks 

Directors  of  Artificers 

Deputy  Clothier  with  the  Army 

Deputy  Post  Master  with  the  Army 

Geographers  to  the  Main  and  Southren  Armies  each 

Assistant  Geographers 

Commissary  of  Forage 

Deputy  Commissary  of  Forage  Southern  army 

Deputy  Field  Commissary  Military  Stores  West- 
point 
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To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  December  29, 1782. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  Your  Excellency,  under 
a  flying  seal,  a  Letter  to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau;  it  accompa- 
nies the  Cannon  presented  to  him  by  Congress;  should  the 
Count  have  left  the  Continent  previous  to  their  arrival,  agree- 
ably to  his  direction,  I  must  request  you  will  have  the  goodness 
to  take  charge  of  these  Pieces,  and  of  the  Carriages  which  will 
also  be  sent  to  your  Orders. 

This  Letter  will  be  handed  to  Your  Excellency  by  a  Sergeant 
of  Artillery,17  who  has  the  care  of  transporting  the  Cannon,  and 
will  be  responsible  that  they  are  delivered  in  good  order  at 
Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  honor  etc.18 

To  COLONEL  TIMOTHY  PICKERING 

Head  Quarters,  December  29,  1782. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  take  immediate  measures  to  dissolve 
the  chain  of  Dragoons  and  discharge  the  Expresses  stationed 
between  this  and  Boston,  assuring  them  and  the  People  who 
have  furnished  Provisions  and  Forage  that  the  accounts  will  be 
paid  as  soon  as  they  can  be  sent  to  Philadelphia  and  the  Money 
obtained.    Sheldon's  Dragoons  are  to  join  their  Corps. 

An  Accurate  state  of  the  expences  properly  attested  will  be 
wanted  immediately  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Minister  of 
France.  I  am  etc.19 


"Sergeant  Smith,  of  the  Second  Continental  Artillery,  the  draft  of  whose  instruc- 
tions, dated  Dec.  29,  1782,  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

** In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  From  the  original  in  the  Paris  Archives,  /Iff. 
Etrang.,  Mcms.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

19The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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*To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  29,  1782. 

Sir:  It  is  with  infinite  satisfaction,  I  embrace  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  sending  to  Philadelphia  the  Cannon  which  Con- 
gress were  pleased  to  present  to  your  Excellency  in  testimony 
of  their  Sense  of  the  illustrious  part  you  bore  in  the  capture  of 
the  British  Army  under  Lord  Cornwallis  at  York  in  Virginia. 
The  Carriages  will  follow  by  another  Conveyance;  but  as  they 
were  not  quite  ready,  I  could  not  resist  the  pleasure,  on  that 
account,  of  forwarding  these  Pieces  to  Your  Excellency  previ- 
ous to  your  departure,  in  hopes  the  Inscriptions  and  Devices 
as  well  as  the  Execution  may  be  agreeable  to  your  Wishes. 

With  Sentiments  of  perfect  respect  etc. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  MAJOR  WILLIAM  BARBER 
AND  THOMAS  COGSWELL20 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  29, 1782. 
Gentlemen :  You  are  hereby  particularly  appointed  to  inspect 
the  Horses  of  Sheldon's  Legion;  for  which  purpose  you  will 
repair  as  soon  as  may  be  to  the  Quarters  of  that  Corps  at  Dan- 
bury  and  the  adjacent  Towns.  It  is  much  my  wish  that  your 
inspection  and  examination  into  the  state  and  quality  of  the 
Horses  should  be  as  accurate  as  possible;  And  you  are  author- 
ized and  directed  to  suffer  only  those  to  continue  in  the  Corps, 
which  in  your  judgment  will  be  fit  for  the  Dragoon  service  the 
next  Campaign,  [that  the  Public  may  not  be  burthened  with 
unnecesy  expence].  All  the  others,  that  is,  such  as  in  your  opin- 
ion will  be  unfit  for  that  service,  you  will  discriminate  accord- 

20 Barber  was  a  subinspector  of  tbc  Continental  Army.  lie  had  been  wounded  at 
Yorktown,  Va.  Cogswell  was  the  Wagonniastcr  General  of  the  Continental  Army. 
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ingly,  and  having  mustered  them  out,  will  cause  them  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Qr  Mastr  Genl  to  be  sold,  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

P.  S.  After  having  compleated  the  business  committed  to 
you,  a  Report  is  to  be  given  to  Head  Quarters.21 

To  JOHN  PIERCE22 

Head  Quarters,  December  29,  1782. 

Sir:  The  Bearer  Mr.  James  Catterline  has  my  Warrant  on 
you  for  forty  dollars  which  he  is  to  receive  for  transporting  the 
Cannon  presented  by  Congress  to  Count  Rochambeau  from 
this  place  to  Philadelphia. 

If  it  should  happen  that  you  have  no  money  in  hand  to  an- 
swer the  contingent  Expences  of  the  Army  I  must  request  you 
to  call  on  Mr.  Morris  for  so  much  as  will  answer  the  present 
purpose.  Iam&c.23 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Sunday,  December  29, 1782. 
Parole  Turnbridge.    Countersigns  Utrecht,  Woodford 
For  the  day  Tomorrow  Lieutenant  Colo.  Mellen,  Major 
Trescot. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  3d.  Massachusetts  regiment. 
A  General  courtmartial  whereof  Colonel  Putnam  is  ap- 
pointed President,  will  assemble  at  the  Presidents  quarters  to- 
morrow morning  for  the  trial  of  Major  Reid 24  and  such  persons 

21  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  phrase  in  brackets  is  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

22  Paymaster  General  of  the  Continental  Army,  then  in  Philadelphia. 
23 Trie  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Benjamin  Walker. 

MMaj.  James  Randolph  Reid. 
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as  may  come  before  them:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hull,  Major 
Lansdale,  Two  Captains  from  the  Jersey :  Two  from  the  York, 
one  from  the  Hampshire,  two  from  the  ist.  Massachusetts, 
two  from  the  2d.  and  one  from  the  3d.  Brigades  to  attend  as 
members. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Major  Gibbs  is  appointed  officer  of  the  day  tomorrow  vice 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Mellen. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Monday,  December  30, 1782. 
Parole  Armiens.    Countersigns  Brest,  Claremont. 
For  the  day  Tomorrow  Col.  Cortlandt,  Major  Darby. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  6th.  Massachusetts  regiment. 

To  SAMUEL  LOUDON 85 

Head  Quarters,  December  30, 1782. 
Sir:  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  directs  me  to 
inform  you,  that  the  Dragoon  Horses  will  not  be  able  to  pro- 
ceed any  longer  with  the  Mail,  on  account  of  the  total  want  of 
forage.  And  therefore  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  procure 
a  Rider  to  carry  the  next  Mail  without  an  escort  and  to  continue 
the  conveyance  in  the  same  mode,  or  it  cannot  be  forwarded. 
The  General  has,  some  days  ago,  desired  Col  Pickering  who  is 
in  Philadelphia  to  acquaint  the  Post  Mastr  General  this  would 
be  the  case,  unless  an  alteration  in  the  Arrangements  for  forage 
immediately  took  place :  There  is  now  absolutely  no  alternative 
left,  the  Dragoons  are  ordered  to  join  their  Corps.  I  am,  etc. 

^Postmaster  with  the  Army  at  Fishkill,  N.  Y. 


1782]  CONTRACT  MATTERS  495 

P.  S.  If  you  will  send  Mrs  Washington,  Watts' 26  Psalms  and 
Hymns  with  the  price,  the  Money  will  be  remitted  to  you.27 

To  COLONEL  HENRY  JACKSON 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  December  31,  1782. 

Sir:  In  answers  to  yours,  respecting  subsistance  for  Lt. 
Walker,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you;  that  the  General  cannot 
conceive  that  it  will  take  him  two  Months  to  settle  his  Ac- 
counts, which  are  understood  to  be  closed  at  the  end  of  every 
Month.  His  Excellency  therefore  directs  that  he  should  draw 
one  Months  subsistence;  however  if  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  the  business  should  not  be  compleated,  upon  your  Certifi- 
cate that  he  has  been  assiduously  employed  in  it,  a  farther  order 
will  be  given. 

As  I  was  absent  when  your  Letter  arrived,  your  Orderly 
Man  has  necessarily  been  Detained  until  this  Morng.28 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
Tuesday,  December  31, 1782. 
Parole  Dieppe.    Countersigns  England,  Fishkill. 
For  the  day  tomorrow  Colonel  H.  Jackson,  Major  Graham. 
For  duty  tomorrow  the  2d.  Massachusetts  regiment. 
The  Contract  of  Messrs.  Duer  and  Parker  for  furnishing  the 
Army  with  rations  of  Provision  is  to  take  place  tomorrow. 

23  Isaac  Watts. 

27 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  the  letter  sent  is  signed  by  David  Humphreys. 

25 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  wording  of  the  last  sentence 
justifies  the  idea  that  Washington  signed  this  letter,  though  Humphreys  evidently 
intended  to  sign  it. 

On  December  31  Washington  wrote  briefly  to  Gen.  Moses  Hazen  that  the  matter 
respecting  Captain  Duncan  might  remain  "as  at  present,  until  further  directions.  All 
Deserters  who  come  to  your  Cantonment  are  to  be  sent  to  Head  Quarters;  they  may 
draw  provisions  to  bring  them  there."   This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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The  Officers  and  Contractors,  convened  at  Major  Genl.  Howes 
Quarters,  the  29th.  instant  in  consequence  of  the  Commander 
in  chiefs  order  have  agree'd  that  to  accomodate  service,  the  offi- 
cers will  for  the  present  apply  to  their  respective  Commissaries 
on  the  after-noons  of  Tuesday,  thursday,  and  Saturday  in  every 
week,  commencing  their  draught  for  the  first  of  January  on 
tuesday  the  31st.  instant,  which  rule  will  be  observed  except 
on  special  occasions,  when  for  the  convenience  of  officers  in 
that  situation  the  Contractors  have  agreed  to  dispence  with  it. 

A  return  of  the  number  of  women  in  the  several  regiments 
which  compose  this  army,  certified  by  the  Commanding  officer 
of  the  corps  they  respectively  belong  to,  is  to  be  given  in  at 
the  Orderly  office  on  thursday  the  second  of  January  next. 

The  second  Jersey  regiment  will  march  for  the  relief  of  the 
first  Massachusetts  on  the  Lines  on  thursday  the  second  of 
January  next. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  notes  for  the  subsistance  of  officers  not  having  arrived, 
the  Contractors  are  to  proceed  in  issuing  to  them  in  the  same 
manner  as  was  practiced  under  the  former  Contract,  until  fur- 
ther orders. 
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By  David  M.  Matteson 

Abel,  John,  court-martial,  368. 

Abbot,  Ensign  Josiah,  court-martial,  43,  44;  service,  43  n. 

Absence  without  leave,  straggling,  prevention,  summary  punishment, 
trial,  120,  225,  242,  243,  344,  354,  355,  368;  officers,  overstayed  fur- 
loughs, 156,  204,  260,  452;  officer  abroad,  254.  See  also  Desertion; 
Furloughs. 

Abuse  and  insult,  officer  by  officer,  43.  See  also  Assault. 

Accounts,  claims,  and  warrants,  liquidation  of  prisoners  of  war,  33,  36, 
38,  108,  in,  146,  192,  196,  221,  231,  296/2;  Washington's  private, 
with  Mitchell,  165;  handling  military,  216;  headquarters  tour, 
347 n;  provisions  contract,  377,  393;  Washington  and  Custis  estate, 
444;  cannon  for  Rochambeau,  453;  resigning  officer,  495.  See  also 
Pay. 

Adam,  Dow  &  Mclver,  land  affair,  361-364,  452,  458,  470. 

Adams,  John,  news  on  peace  negotiations,  265,  268. 

Additional  and  Nonstate  Continental  regiments.  See  Artillery;  Cavalry; 
Hazen,  Moses;  Invalid. 

Addresses,  Kingston,  345;  Hurley,  346. 

Adjutant  general,  regulations  of  department,  pay,  25,  48,  49,  475,  476. 
See  also  Hand,  Edward. 

Adjutants,  temporary  appointments,  48. 

Advanced  line.  See  Light  corps;  Winter  quarters. 

Adye,  Stephen  Payne,  Huddy  affair,  29  n,  437  n,  461. 

Alarm,  signals  for  West  Point,  104,  338,  34077. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  winter  garrison,  304-306,  305  n,  308. 

Alexander,  Robert,  debt  to  Washington,  470. 

Alexander,  William.  See  Stirling. 

Allen,  Ethan,  British  intrigue,  216. 

Allen,  Ira,  British  intrigue,  216. 

Amazon,  flag  vessel,  376-378. 

America,  U.  S.  S.,  presentation  to  France,  68/2,  275. 
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American  Revolution,  material  for  history,  288.  See  also  Army;  Com- 
merce; Continental  Congress;  Finances;  Foreign  relations;  Fron- 
tier; Intercourse;  Loyalists;  Navy;  Peace. 

Ammunition,  examination,  70;  waste,  frontier,  90,  309;  magazine  at 
West  Point,  172,  179,  180;  issue,  348.  See  also  Cartridges;  Military 
stores. 

Amphion,  H.  M.  S.,  423. 

Anderson,  Corp.  James,  detail  as  blower,  54. 

Appleton,  Lieut.  Abraham,  brigade  major,  officer  of  the  day,  158,  183, 
214,  236,  251. 

Apothecary,  pay  and  ration,  443. 

Arbitration,  provisions  contract,  184/2. 

Armand-Tuffin,  Charles,  marquis  de  la  Rouerie,  letters  to,  n,  307;  sug- 
gestions on  cavalry,  11,  12;  corps  to  South,  stopped,  100,  193,  201; 
his  advances  to  corps,  307;  Segond,  307. 

Armorers,  German  prisoners  of  war,  140. 

Arms,  to  recruits,  old  or  new,  25;  repairs,  means,  25,  128,  140,  377;  ex- 
change of  unfit,  31;  flints,  70;  carriage  by  noncommissioned  officers, 
144;  of  detailed  men,  collection,  213.  See  also  Artillery;  Military 
stores. 

Armstrong,  Edward  A.,  letters  possessed  by,  175  n,  331  n,  406/2. 

Armstrong,  Capt.  Thomas,  supplies  for  prisoners  of  war,  376,  377;  serv- 
ice, 3760. 

Army.  See  British;  Continental;  French;  Militia. 

Arnold,  Jonathan,  Knowlton  affair,  40772. 

Arnold,  Capt.  Thomas,  court-martial,  102. 

Arrest,  and  leave,  173;  release,  366. 

Artificers,  detail,  39;  returns  on  details  from  line,  70;  German  armorers, 
140;  return  to  line  for  hutting,  300,  303;  harnessmakers,  325/2.  See 
also  Fatigue. 

Artillery,  disability  examination,  8;  light  corps,  47;  in  order  of  battle, 
86;  at  West  Point,  121;  presentation  cannon  for  Rochambeau,  141, 
145,  149,  153,  453,  491-493;  uniform,  403.  See  also  Knox,  Henry; 
Shot  and  shell;  regiments  by  number. 

Artisans.  See  Artificers. 

Artois,  Charles  Philippe,  comte  d',  in  Spain,  394. 

Asgill,  Capt.  Charles,  reprisal  on,  29,  40,  41,  112,  176/2,  177,  222,  240, 
243,  321;  on  parole,  62;  letters  to,  243,  336;  French  interposition, 
295>  297>  359. 36°;  release,  336,  337,  349,  358,  388;  guard  dismissed, 
367/2. 
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Ashley,  Maj.  Moses,  light  corps,  46;  lines  command,  48;  intercourse, 
irregular  passes,  52,  174;  letter  to,  174. 

Assault,  noncommissioned  officer  on  officer,  382.  See  also  Abuse. 

Awnings,  boughs  in  camp,  102,  137,  247. 

Axes,  for  wood  cutting,  60. 

Badge  of  military  merit,  examination  of  candidates,  7, 141, 142, 181, 252; 
and  passes,  97. 

Badlam,  Lieut.  Col.  Ezra,  letter  to,  124;  recruiting,  124,  125. 

Baggage,  for  field  camp,  70. 

Banks,  John,  military  stores,  conductor,  172. 

Bannister,  Capt.  Seth,  letter  to,  165  n. 

Barber,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis,  officer  of  the  day,  104,  178,  237. 

Barber,  Lieut.  Isaac  R.,  overstayed  furlough,  court  of  inquiry,  139;  serv- 
ice, 139  n. 

Barber,  Maj.  William,  assistant  inspector,  Hazen's  corps,  400;  letter  to, 
492;  Sheldon's  corps,  492,  493. 

Barlow,  Rev.  Joel,  chaplain,  154;  service,  15472. 

Barracks,  removal  at  Fishkill,  24,  43,  45;  West  Point,  172,  180. 

Bathing,  in  camp,  102. 

Baulny,  Cesar  Louis  de,  army  treasurer,  32072. 

Bauman,  Maj.  Sebastian,  at  court-martial,  178. 

Baxter,  James,  suspected  spy,  384,  404. 

Bayley,  Gen.  Jacob,  letter  to,  215;  frontier  defense,  British  designs,  Ver- 
mont intrigue,  215,  216,  249;  accounts,  216. 

Baylies,  Maj.  Hodijah,  letters  written  by,  16572,  17572,  18472,  29577,  31872. 

Bechet,  Etienne  Nicolas  Marie.  See  Rochefontaine. 

Beck,  Mrs. ,  irregular  pass,  213,  23672,  240. 

Becket,  Timothy,  court-martial,  119. 

Beckwith,  Ensign  Phineas,  court-martial,  cashiered,  291,  292. 

Bedford,  N.  Y.,  dragoon  post,  10472,  295;  winter  lines,  396. 

Bee,  Thomas,  letter  to,  150;  proposed  Mount  Vernon  visit,  150;  career, 
15072. 

Beels,  Corp.  Henry,  detail  as  blower,  53. 

Beers,  Nathan,  paymaster,  153. 

Belts,  need,  25. 

Benson,  Egbert,  provisions  contract  arbitration,  18472. 

Benton,  Capt.  Selah,  hospital  superintendent,  relieved,  328. 
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Betts,  Thaddeus,  Norvvalk  selectman,  letters  to,  147 n,  261  n. 

Beville,  Pierre  Francois,  chevalier  de,  for  France,  434. 

Billings,  Andrew,  engraving  on  cannon,  account,  453. 

Birch,  Gen.  Samuel,  irregular  flags,  52,  88;  service,  52;/. 

Bird,  Ebenezer,  artificer,  43. 

Blanchard,  Corp.  Daniel,  detail  as  blower,  54. 

Bland,  Theodorick,  committee  on  cartel,  72 n. 

Blankets,  winter  need,  207,  242,  329;  distribution,  237,  375. 

Bloodgood,  Ensign  William,  court-martial,  reprimand,  56,  155,  156; 
service,  156  n. 

Blowers,  detail  as,  52-54,  64. 

Board  of  Associated  Loyalists,  dissolved,  437/2. 

Boats,  army  movement  by,  47,  69,  92  n,  93-97;  at  field  camp,  care,  irreg- 
ular use,  97,  104,  120,  141,  225,  242,  243,  243 n;  quartermaster  gen- 
eral's barge,  132;  ferriage  of  French  army,  159,  169,  179;  transport- 
ing wood,  205;  repairs,  wintering,  304,  406.  See  also  Gunboats. 

Bogardus,  Evert,  Washington  at  tavern,  347  n. 

Bolton,  Conn.,  French  army,  330. 

Boss,  Lieut.  George,  court-martial,  cashiered,  154,  155. 

Boston,  Vaudreuil's  fleet,  1,  30,  167,  275;  express,  1,  3-5,  9,  10;  French 
consul,  30/2;  French  departure,  404,  405,  425,  433,  445,  447. 

Boudinot,  Elias,  committees:  Canadian  information,  209/2;  Asgill,  296//; 
—  president  of  Congress,  Washington's  congratulations,  350;  Wash- 
ington on  relations,  394;  letter  to,  427;  Caldwell's  children,  427.  See 
also  President  of  Congress. 

Bouille,  Francois  Claude  Amour,  marquis  de,  West  Indies,  448. 

Bounty,  jumping,  44,  190,  212,  219,  252,  411. 

Bourge,  Sergt.  Nicholas,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  pardon,  87. 

Bowen,  Dep.  Gov.  Jabez,  letters  to,  250,  352;  fear  of  British  designs,  251; 
on  Vermont  affairs,  350,  352. 

Bowman,  Capt.  Phineas,  court-martial,  413;  service,  413/2. 

Bradford,  Lieut.  James,  adjutant,  226;  service,  226/2. 

Brailsford,  Norton(P),  introduction,  150. 

Brainerd,  Lieut.  Joseph  G.,  exchange,  293//. 

Brant,  Joseph,  possible  raid,  56. 

Bread,  hard,  need,  315,  357. 

Breakneck,  Conn.,  express  through,  3. 

Brcuillc,  Cointe  de,  bears  letter,  388;  Rochambcau's  aide,  388 n. 
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Brewster,  Capt.  Caleb,  exploit,  wound,  reward,  415,  474. 

Brigade  majors,  office  abolished,  need,  25;  light  corps,  71;  appointment, 
367;  regulations,  pay,  ration,  475. 

Brigades,  command  and  lower  duties,  86;  military  stores  regulations, 
189. 

Brigadier  generals,  need  of  appointment,  64.  See  also  General  officers. 
British  army.  See  Campaign;  Carleton,  Sir  Guy;  New  York  City. 
Broglie,  Charles  Louis  Victor,  prince  de,  at  camp,  bears  letter,  272. 
Brooks,  David,  letter  to,  127;  rations  for  clothing  department,  127. 
Brooks,  Lieut.  Col.  John,  officer  of  the  day,  386,  412;  service,  386/2. 
Brown,  John,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  175,  178,  406. 
Brown,  Joseph,  trade  with  the  enemy,  224,  225. 
Bruno,  Eleanore,  acknowledgment  to,  4630. 

Buchanan, ,  irregular  pass,  318. 

Buchanan,  John,  removing  barracks,  32,  42. 

Bulkley,  Capt.  Edward,  brigade  quartermaster,  officer  of  the  day,  188, 

218,  237,  255,  278,  299;  service,  188/2. 
Bull,  Lieut.  Aaron(?),  bears  letter,  113. 
Burke,  Edmund,  out  of  ministry,  151. 

Burlington,  N.  J.,  court-martial  at,  178;  Lauzun's  legion,  433. 
Burr,  Thaddeus,  letter  to,  476;  winter  guard,  476. 
Bush,  Capt.  John,  recruiting,  190;  service,  190/2. 
Butler,  Col.  Richard,  recruiting,  99;  orders  courts-martial,  190,  211,  382; 

letters  to,  211,  462;  continuance  in  service,  211,  462;  command  at 

Carlisle,  253. 
Butler,  Lieut.  Col.  William,  at  court-martial,  190;  Washington  on,  212; 

letter  to,  253;  and  local  command,  253. 
Butler,  Col.  Zebulon,  officer  of  the  day,  143,  214,  255,  299. 

Cadwalader,  John,  Reed  controversy,  159  n. 

Caldwell,  Rev.  James,  support  for  children,  427. 

Cambray  Digby,  Lieut.  Louis  Antoine  Jean  Baptiste,  chevalier  de,  letters 
to,  45,  258;  on  parole,  permission  to  France,  certificate,  45,  46,  258. 

Camden,  battle,  court  of  inquiry  dropped,  30,  84. 

Camerons  Run,  Va.,  Washington's  land  purchase,  470 n. 

Camp,  march  to  field  encampment,  water  movement,  47,  58,  61-63,  65, 
67,  69,  92-97,  121;  laying  out,  69,  92;  order  of  encampment,  84,  85, 
104/2;  regulations,  pickets,  97,  98,  116;  appearance,  health,  comfort, 
101,  105;  water,  105,  120;  care  of  boats,  120,  141;  sutlers,  market, 
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130,  142;  pasturage,  130;  women,  139;  fire  hazard,  awnings,  chim- 
neys, 139,  220,  247,  248;  reception  of  French  army,  157,  157 n,  159; 
French  camp,  181;  change,  motives,  216, 217;  breaking  up,  285, 290, 
298-300;  conditions  commended,  292.  See  also  Winter  quarters. 

Campaign  of  1782,  British  designs  from  Canada,  248,  249;  closing,  with- 
out events,  271,  273,  274,  279.  See  also  Camp;  Frontier;  Peace;  Re- 
cruiting; Southern  campaign;  Winter  quarters. 

Campaign  of  1783,  standardizing  regiments  for,  286,  287;  French  fleet, 

423,  433;  New  York  City,  448. 
Campbell,  Ma).  Donald,  Indians,  209. 
Campbell,  Gen.  John,  cartel  negotiations,  136. 

Canada,  information,  208;  defensive  policy,  and  Indians,  208,  209;  re- 
ported British  designs,  248,  249;  prisoners  of  war  released,  335,  351, 
441. 

Canadian  Regiment.  See  Flazen,  Moses. 

Cancer,  cure,  281. 

Canfield,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel,  irregular  flags,  88, 113,  114,  146;  letters  to, 

113,  146,  177,  391  n;  possible  British  movement,  177;  march  under 
Sheldon,  390,  391,  391  n. 

Cannon.  See  Artillery. 

Caribou  skin  for  breeches,  319. 

Carleton,  Sir  Guy,  on  peace  negotiations,  13,  21,  42;  letters  to,  28 «,  38, 

114,  136,  169,  231,  358,  402,  407,  461;  chaplains  and  surgeons  as 
prisoners  of  war,  26,  38;  cartel  negotiations,  prisoner  accounts,  33, 
38,  71,  136,  137,  161,  235,  296^;  Cornwallis-Laurens  exchange,  35; 
Huddy  reprisal,  40,  41,  112,  352,  358,  389,  437?/,  461;  Charleston 
exiles,  100,  114,  210;  Tilton  case,  137;  unilateral  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities, 137;  Indian  raids,  138,  206;  copies  of  correspondence,  221; 
flag  vessel  with  supplies  for  prisoners,  376-378,  402;  and  forays, 
388/2,  389;  Schuyler's  flag  sloop,  403;  damages  for  capture  by  Brit- 
ish flag  vessel,  407,  410,  454,  469;  treatment  of  British  prisoners  of 
war,  436,  461. 

Carleton,  Lieut.  Osgood,  quartermaster,  136;  services,  136;;. 
Carlctons  Bridge,  Conn.,  express  through,  3. 
Carlisle,  Capt.  John,  light  corps  brigade  major,  71;  service,  71  n. 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  court-martial  at,  190;  command,  253,  254. 
Carroll,  Daniel,  committee  on  Vermont,  351//. 

Carter, ,  bears  letter,  239.  See  also  Wadsworth  &  Carter. 

Carter,  Angelica  (Schuyler),  illness,  removal  by  flag  vessel,  403. 
Cartridges,  returns,  309. 
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Casner,  Christian,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  190. 

Cassady,  Michael,  court-martial,  253. 

Castries  de  Charlus,  Armand  Charles  Augustine,  comte  de,  Washing- 
ton's compliments,  281;  service,  281  n. 

Catterline,  James,  cannon  for  Rochambeau,  493. 

Cattle,  straying,  130;  slaughter  house,  333;  for  British,  349.  See  also  Meat. 

Cavalry,  Armand's  impracticable  suggestions,  11,  12;  reduction,  no  re- 
cruiting, 466,  467,  469.  See  also  Armand-Tuffin;  Lauzun;  Lee, 
Henry;  Provost;  regiments  by  number. 

Centurion,  H.  M.  S.,  382,  387. 

Chalmers,  Hamilton,  release,  2767?. 

Champion,  H.  M.  S.,  129. 

Channing,  John,  admission,  454. 

Chaplains,  as  prisoners  of  war,  26,  38,  196;  warrant,  154. 

Charcoal,  making,  39. 

Charles  X  of  France.  See  Artois. 

Charleston,  question  of  evacuation,  99,  106,  107,  274,  280,  290,  296,  331, 
349>  351*  356>  383>  398>  434>  447 "5  exiles,  return,  100, 114, 210;  foray 
from,  271,  281;  and  departure  of  French  army,  447. 

Chastellux,  Francois  Jean,  chevalier  de,  countersigns  honoring,  24,  158, 
285;  at  headquarters,  401;  letter  to,  428;  for  France,  Washington's 
farewell,  428,  429,  434. 

Cheese,  for  headquarters,  24  #,  263  n. 

Chichester,  Henry,  exchange,  261. 

Chimneys,  in  summer  tents,  248,  304,  317;  in  winter  tents,  379. 

Chittenden,  Gov.  Thomas,  letter  to,  407;  Knowlton  affair,  407,  408;  let- 
ter for,  forwarded,  458. 

Choisy,  Claude  Gabriel,  marquis  de,  bears  letters,  1,  6;  for  Boston,  6. 

Cipher,  Vandreuil's,  1. 

Civil  power,  Washington  and  cases,  137;  treatment  of  remaining  loyal- 
ists, 168;  suit  against  officer  in  line  of  duty,  249,  250;  and  French 
army,  276  n. 

Civilians,  passes,  7, 113W,  126,  240,  318;  complaint  against  dragoon,  184, 
185*2;  as  prisoners  of  war,  440;  admission  from  England,  454. 

Claims.  See  Accounts. 

Clarage,  Levin,  court-martial,  412. 

Clark,  Corp.  James,  detail  as  blower,  54. 

Claypoole,  David  C,  letter  to,  182;  newspaper  to  Mount  Vernon,  182. 

Clemeshaw,  Darius,  court-martial,  118. 
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Clift,  Maj.  Wills,  letters  to,  33,  51;  passes,  33,  51. 

Clinton,  Gov .  George,  letters  to,  56,  126,  249  (two),  276,  308,  331,  372, 
385,  451,  458;  passes,  126,  18472;  civil  warrant  against  officer,  249, 
250;  captured  refugees,  258;  civil  authorities  and  French  army,  276, 
277;  frontier  troops,  278,  308;  trip  with  Washington,  331,  331  n\ 
trade  with  the  enemy,  349;  loan  to  Washington,  361,  364  n,  451, 
458,  470;  at  headquarters,  349,  385. 

Clinton,  Gen.  James,  letter  to,  67;  Vache's  derangement,  letter,  67,  88, 
88 n\  and  promotion,  letter,  98,  99 n. 

Clothier  general,  rations  for  department,  127;  deputy,  313  n.  See  also 
Moylan,  John. 

Clothing,  for  field  camp,  70;  authority  to  draw  orders,  77,  80;  disposal 
by  soldiers,  131,  213;  from  Netherlands,  181;  winter  need  and  suffi- 
ciency, 207,  208,  313;  from  abroad,  sale  for  departmental  debts, 
231  n;  issue,  247;  waterguard,  316/2;  leather  breeches  for  Washing- 
ton, 319;  Hazen's  corps,  378,  401;  southern  army,  transportation 
troubles,  419;  frontier  troops,  expedition  outfit,  450;  returns  on  re- 
quirement for  1783,  457.  See  also  Blankets;  Overalls;  Shirts;  Shoes; 
Uniforms;  Watchcoats. 

Cobb,  Lieut.  Col.  David,  letters  written  by,  6/2,  28//,  121  n,  12772,  328/2; 
letter  on  intelligence,  19/2. 

Cochran,  Dr.  John,  examination  of  invalids,  411. 

Cochran,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert,  officer  of  the  day,  154,  218,  380,  405,  464; 
civil  summons,  250;  service,  250/2. 

Cogdon,  John,  court-martial,  368. 

Cogswell,  Lieut.  Samuel,  deputy  judge  advocate  general,  332;  at  West 
Point,  332. 

Cogswell,  Thomas,  wood  hauling,  136;  letter  to,  492;  examination  of 
horses,  492. 

Cohansey,  flag  vessel,  402. 

Colbreath,  Lieut.  William,  civil  summons,  249,  250;  service,  249/2. 

Commander  in  chief,  light  corps  detachment,  34;  reviews,  130,  134,  179, 
183;  and  civil  cases,  137;  Congress,  222,  223;  internal  affairs  of 
French  army,  276,  277;  desire  for  peace,  288;  papers  and  history 
of  Revolution,  288;  and  claim  to  Wyoming,  301;  leather  breeches, 
319;  no  winter  leave,  430;  sleigh,  438,  439.  See  also  next  title; 
Addresses;  Continental  army;  General  orders;  Headquarters;  Pres- 
entations. 

Commander  in  Chief's  Guard,  review,  130,  134;  reception  of  Rocham- 
beau,  157/2;  inspection,  247. 
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Commerce.  See  Commissary;  Communication;  Market;  Sutlers;  Trans- 
portation. 

Commissary.  See  next  titles;  Clothing;  Forage;  Military  stores;  Provi- 
sions; Quartermaster  department;  Staff. 

Commissary  of  forage.  See  Lutterloh,  Henry  Emanuel. 

Commissary  of  military  stores.  See  Military  stores. 

Commissary  of  prisoners  of  war,  new  arrangement  and  Skinner's  resig- 
nation, 53;  regulations  of  office,  134;  Smith's  appointment,  185,  189, 
189/2;  for  marine  prisoners,  417 n.  See  also  Skinner,  Abraham; 
Smith,  William  Stephens. 

Commissions  of  officers,  issuing,  282. 

Communication,  forwarding  from  Dobbs  Ferry,  447/2.  See  also  Express; 

Intercourse;  Post-office. 
Condrick,  John,  court-martial,  pardon,  252. 
Conduct  unbecoming  to  an  officer.  See  Crimes. 
Conductors,  brigade,  deranged,  substitute,  72,  189;  appointment,  172. 
Confederation,  defects,  266. 
Connecticut,  claim  to  Wyoming,  judicial  consideration,  301,  321,  411, 

416;  trade  with  the  enemy,  334,  476.  See  also  next  titles. 
Connecticut,  governor  of.  See  Trumbull,  Jonathan. 

Connecticut  brigades,  light  corps,  46;  march  orders,  47;  ranking  sub- 
alterns, 65;  order  of  battle,  85,  86;  river  movement,  93;  inspection, 
118,  247;  detail,  247;  maneuvers,  260;  reform  of  regiments,  304,  312, 
322,  327,  439,  441,  456,  457,  461;  winter  quarters,  307.  See  also 
Huntington,  Jedidiah. 

Connecticut  Fifth  Regiment,  fatigue,  17,  86;  line  duty,  43;  brigaded,  85; 
soldier  court-martialed,  119;  picket,  121;  on  duty,  148, 224,  248, 282; 
officer,  251  n.  See  also  Sherman,  Isaac. 

Connecticut  First  Regiment,  brigaded,  85;  picket,  98;  on  duty,  148,  183, 
188,  218,  246,  278;  officers,  168/2;  fatigue,  169;  officer  court-mar- 
tialed, 291.  See  also  Grosvenor,  Thomas. 

Connecticut  Fourth  Regiment,  fatigue,  15,  32,  84,  324,  329;  line  duty, 
43;  surgeon,  66;  brigaded,  85;  on  duty,  134,  212,  236,  254,  291,  300; 
officers,  168/2,  18972,  29372;  expected  absorption,  324;  winter  quar- 
ters, 339.  See  also  Butler,  Zebulon. 

Connecticut  Second  Regiment,  fatigue,  39,  84,  170;  line  duty,  43;  bri- 
gaded, 85;  soldiers  court-martialed,  119,  252;  on  duty,  132,  158, 
183,  204,  236,  252,  285;  officers,  168 72,  299;  court  of  inquiry  on  offi- 
cer, 310;  winter  quarters,  339.  See  also  Swift,  Heman. 

Connecticut  State  Library,  material  from,  335/2. 
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Connecticut  State  troops,  march  under  Sheldon,  390,  391. 

Connecticut  Third  Regiment,  line  duty,  43;  fatigue,  66;  brigaded,  85; 
officers,  n6n,  i68«,  i88n;  on  duty,  130,  154,  203,  225,  251,  283; 
soldier  court-martialed,  156.  See  also  Webb,  Samuel  Blatchley. 

Constitution  Island,  N.  Y.,  winter  quarters,  255. 

Continental  army,  badge  of  merit,  7,  97,  141,  142,  181,  252;  fitness,  275; 
trials  and  satisfactions,  462.  See  also  Accounts;  Artillery;  Boats;  Bri- 
gades; Campaign;  Cavalry;  Civil  power;  Crimes;  Discharges;  Drill; 
Fatigue;  Fortifications;  Frontier;  Light  corps;  Guards;  Health; 
Intercourse;  Leave;  Militia;  Officers;  Pensions;  Prisoners  of  war; 
Quarters;  Recruiting;  Regiments;  Returns;  Servants;  Staff;  War, 
secretary  at. 

Continental  Congress,  adjutant  general  department,  25,  475,  476;  Gates, 
32,  84;  cartel  negotiations,  accounts,  32,  35-38,  161,  162 n,  163,  232; 
Cornwallis-Laurens  exchange,  35  n,  72;  Huddy  reprisal,  40,  41, 
222,  241,  243,  295,  297,  35272,  388;  resolution  on  peace  negotiations, 
42;  officers'  subsistence,  50,  442;  America  to  France,  68 n;  marine 
prisoners  of  war,  72;  McDougall  court-martial,  83;  commissary  of 
military  stores,  171;  disposal  of  southern  army,  193,  194;  Pennsyl- 
vania's Iroquois  expedition,  198;  Washington  on  relations,  222,  223; 
Indian  negotiations,  230;  Wyoming,  257,  321;  rank  dispute,  257; 
demand  for  requisitions,  258/;;  state  pay  and  requisitions,  2587/, 
284,  290;  absence  without  leave,  260;  standardizing  regiments,  286, 
310-312,  373,  374,  381;  trade  with  the  enemy,  322;  thanksgiving, 
344;  geographer,  375;  Vermont,  394,  407,  408;  medical  depart- 
ment, 443;  officers'  address  on  grievances,  430,  431.  See  also  Execu- 
tive departments;  President. 

Conway,  Gen.  Henry  Seymour,  peace  proposals,  16,  22. 

Conway,  Moncure  Daniel,  "George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon," 

473  n: 

Cook,  William(  ?),  Wyoming  supplies,  419. 

Cooper,  Rev.  Samuel,  letter  to,  200. 

Copeland,  Asa,  military  stores  conductor,  172. 

Corne,  Peter,  irregular  flag,  88  n,  113,  114. 

Cornell,  Ezekiel,  committee  on  cartel,  72 n\  inspector  of  contract  provi- 
sions, 185,  235,  248. 

Cornwallis,  Charles,  earl,  exchange,  35,  72,  161,  196;  exchange  of  staff, 
221. 

Coste,  Dr.  Jean  Francois,  letter  to,  244;  American  hospitals,  Washing- 
ton's thanks,  244;  service,  2447;. 

Councils  of  war,  on  retreat  from  New  York  City  (1776),  divulgence,  79, 
82,  84. 
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Countersigns,  place  names:  in  alphabetical  sequence  with  parole,  7,  317; 
grouped,  39;  —  significant,  24,  93,  158,  285;  advance  information, 
204,  263,  341. 

Courts-martial,  of  soldiers,  8,  44,  118,  119,  190,  212,  213,  220,  252,  253, 
292,  368,  406,  424;  of  noncommissioned  officers,  8,  87,  382,  412;  of 
officers,  43,  44,  102,  131,  154-156,  219,  220,  224,  225,  238,  239,  246, 
291,  292,  410,  452;  and  court  of  inquiry,  55;  jurisdiction,  56;  detail, 
orders,  58,  131,  158,  169,  218,  237,  299,  332,  393,  427,  474,  493; 
dropped,  71, 75, 76;  prisoners  to  regimental,  71;  for  state  levies,  140; 
irregular,  new  trial,  175;  proceedings  from  detached,  331;  vexatious 
charges,  punishments,  332;  release  without  trial,  366;  challenge,  413. 

Courts  of  inquiry,  Gates,  dropped,  372,  84;  status,  55 n;  on  overstayed 
furlough,  139;  on  conduct  at  picket,  299,  300,  310. 

Covel,  Ensign  Thomas,  court-martial,  cashiered,  260. 

Cowardice,  trial  of  officer,  246. 

Cox,  Capt.  Richard,  brigade  major,  officer  of  the  day,  138,  188,  218,  237, 
255,  282,  299. 

Craig, ,  pass,  318  n. 

Craik,  Dr.  James,  letter  to,  128 «;  rations  for  department,  128 n;  bears 
letter,  319;  advice  to  G.  A.  Washington,  342. 

Crane,  Col.  John,  McDougall-Heath  controversy,  78,  79,  81,  82. 

Crimes  and  misdemeanors,  unbecoming  conduct,  43,  44;  disposal  of 
clothing,  131,  213;  bounty  jumping,  190,  212,  219;  irregular  recruit- 
ing, 219,  292;  cowardice,  246;  forgery,  252;  officer's  misconduct  at 
picket,  299,  300,  310.  See  also  Absence;  Abuse;  Arrest;  Assault; 
Courts-martial;  Courts  of  inquiry;  Depredations;  Desertion;  Diso- 
bedience; Graft;  Punishments;  Theft. 

Crook,  Lieut.  Joseph,  hospital  superintendent,  333;  service,  333 n. 

Croton  River,  N.  Y.,  winter  lines,  396. 

Crump,  John,  unfit  recruit,  219. 

Culloden,  H.  M.  S.,  14  n. 

Cumberland  Old  Court  House,  Va.,  as  rendezvous,  241. 

Cumming,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Noble,  officer  of  the  day,  381,  406;  examina- 
tion of  invalids,  411. 

Curtis,  Zacharias,  court-martial,  220. 

dishing,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  brigade  major,  officer  of  the  day,  130,  132, 
i34>  i58>  2I5>  237>  254>  2785  service,  130/1. 

Custis,  John  Parke,  estate:  Posey,  443;  Washington's  accounts,  444,  472. 

Cutts,  Foxwell  Curtis,  pass,  409. 

Cyclops,  H.  M.  S.,  423. 
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Dailey,  Rev.  William.  N.  P.,  on  Kingston  address,  345 n;  on  Washing- 
ton's tour,  347  n. 

Daking.  See  Darking. 

Danbury,  Conn.,  express  through,  3;  dragoon  winter  quarters,  413. 
Dandridge,  Bartholomew,  letter  to,  443;  Custis  estate,  443-445. 
Darby,  Ma].  Samuel,  officer  of  the  day,  143,  204,  254,  291,  368,  393,  424, 

455>494*>  service,  143  n. 
Darking,  William,  pass,  52;  British  sutler,  52 n. 
Davis,  Ensign  Ebenezer,  service,  77  n. 

Dayton,  Col.  Elias,  letters  to,  2,  61;  movement  of  brigade,  2;  and  exe- 
cution, 2;  march,  61,  62;  brigade  command,  85,  86;  promotion,  329, 
395- 

Dean,  William,  constable,  French  army  affair,  276  n. 

Dearborn,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry,  regiment  to  main  army,  338;  officer  of  the 

<%>  373>  399- 

Debts,  Clinton's  loan  to  Washington,  452,  458,  470;  Washington's  de- 
sire to  collect,  470. 

Decoration.  See  Purple  Heart. 

DeLancey,  Miss ,  pass  to  New  York,  126. 

DeLancey,  Col.  James,  men  as  prisoners  of  war,  257  n. 

Delaware  Regiment,  to  main  army,  162,  234. 

Demler,  Henry,  assistant  quartermaster  general,  93. 

Denniston,  Lieut.  Daniel  D.,  court-martial,  reprimand,  204,  205;  service, 
20472. 

Depredations,  warning  against,  98,  397;  prevalence  rebuked,  309;  from 
winter  quarters,  checking,  343,  344,  354,  355;  trial,  368. 

Desertion,  trials,  penalty,  8,  44,  87,  118,  119,  156,  178,  190,  212,  213,  220, 
252,  253,  260,  261,  292,  406,  411,  412,  424;  French  naval,  to  Ameri- 
can army,  165-167;  from  guard,  212;  British  deserters  to  headquar- 
ters, 397,  49577.  See  also  Bounty  (jumping). 

De  Visme,  Anne,  letter  to,  113  72;  pass,  113  72. 

Dexter,  Ma].  John  Singer,  light  corps,  47;  letters  to,  201,  282,  30572;  com- 
mand, and  passes,  201,  282;  letter  written  by,  29372;  and  regiment 
to  Albany,  30572. 

Dickinson,  Pres.  John,  letters  to,  31872,  40272;  flag  vessel,  402,  40272. 

Digby,  Adm.  Robert,  on  peace  negotiations,  21,  42;  cartel  negotiations, 
33,  38,  71;  remains  at  New  York,  382,  387,  435. 

Dillon,  Col.  Robert  Guillaume,  baron,  intercession,  292. 

Dinners,  headquarters,  103,  133,  135. 
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Disability,  inspection,  classes,  pensions,  8,  32,  48,  144,  411,  423,  433.  See 

also  Invalid  corps. 
Discharges,  on  substituting  recruit,  182;  refused  to  servant  of  retired 

officer,  197;  right,  325  n,  360;  special,  462.   See  also  Punishments 

(officers  cashiered);  Resignation. 

Discipline  commended,  8,  57,  134,  158  n,  336,  448;  lax  on  frontier,  90; 
carriage,  142.  See  also  Inspector  general  department. 

Disobedience  to  orders  and  neglect  of  duty,  officers,  156,  238;  neglect  of 

general  orders,  224. 
Dix,  Capt.  Nathan,  at  court-martial,  413;  service,  413 n. 

Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y.,  flag  intercourse  through,  regulations,  6,  34,  103, 113, 
114;  garrison,  winter,  43,  294,  295,  326,  400,  403;  passes,  250;  com- 
mand by  commissary  of  prisoners  of  war,  instructions,  353,  354, 
358;  proposed  movement  countermanded,  390-392;  condition  of 
works,  438. 

Doll,  Rev .  George  J.  L.,  address  to  Washington,  346/2. 

Doughty,  Capt.  John,  fort  major,  148,  150;  service,  148/2. 

Dow,  Peter.  See  Adam,  Dow  &  Mclvers. 

Dragoons.  See  Cavalry. 

Drill,  proficiency  commended,  57;  carriage  of  arms  by  noncommissioned 
officers,  144;  marching  form,  179;  maneuvers  commended,  259,  260, 
278,  285,  293.  See  also  Inspector  general  department;  Reviews. 

Duane,  James,  committees:  Huddy  reprisal,  41  n,  222,  223,  296/2;  cartel, 
72/2;  Canadian  information,  209/2;  —  letter  to,  222. 

Du  Bouchet,  Denis  Jean  Florimond  Langlois,  marquis,  certificate  of 
service,  406/2. 

Duer,  William,  provisions  contract,  174,  175,  418,  495,  496;  letters  to, 
175,  453;  transportation  of  provisions,  453. 

Du  Houx,  Charles  Joseph  Hyacinthe  de.  See  Viomenil. 

Dulany,  Benjamin,  land  transaction,  361-366,  470. 

Dun,  Corp.  William(?),  court-martial,  412. 

Duncan,  Capt.  James,  Smiths  Cove  post,  378;  rank  dispute,  409,  495/2; 
service,  409/2. 

Du  Pont  d'  Aubervoye  Lauberdiere,  Capt.  Louis  Francois  Bertrand, 
bears  letters,  26,  28/2;  service,  26/2. 

Dutch  Reformed  Church,  reply  to  address,  346. 

Dyer,  Samuel  G.,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  260,  261. 

Eagle,  French  warship,  captured,  280. 
East  Indies,  naval  fight,  268. 
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Edwards,  Lieut.  Thomas,  judge  advocate  general,  145,  239;  service, 
239  n. 

Edwards,  Timothy,  provisions  contract,  trouble,  4. 

Elliot,  Andrew,  cartel  negotiations,  137. 

Engineers,  summer  employment,  75;  officer,  258  n.  See  also  Sappers  and 

miners;  Villefranche. 
Esopus,  N.  Y.,  and  dragoon  winter  quarters,  414. 
Esprit  de  corps,  commended,  8. 
Estates,  Custis,  443-445,  472;  Mercer,  470-473. 
Eustis,  Dr.  William,  hospital,  330. 
Evans,  Rev.  Israel,  public  hall,  464;  service,  464/2. 
Exchange.  See  Prisoners  of  war. 
Execution,  order,  2;  warrants,  211. 
Executive  departments.  See  Finance;  Foreign  affairs;  Post-office;  War. 

Express,  to  Vaudreuil  at  Boston,  expense,  1,  3-5,  9,  10,  271,  275,  276, 
301, 320  491;  for  New  York  intelligence,  61. 

Fairfield,  Conn.,  winter  post,  476. 

Fatigue  orders,  West  Point,  9,  15,  24,  39,  43,  45,  48,  58,  66,  71,  84,  86, 
96,  158,  170,  178,  255,  264,  278,  375,  379;  special  orders,  24,  32,  42; 
fuel,  60,  324,  339;  flying  hospital,  178;  unrequited,  228;  building, 
333>  395>  3965  removal  of  stores,  370,  375;  discharges,  424. 

Feathers,  supply,  224. 

Fernald,  Lieut.  Col.  Tobias,  at  court-martial,  412,  474;  letter  to,  457; 
retirement,  457,  458. 

Ferries,  working,  39. 

Field  officers,  and  general  command,  30,  86;  fort  major,  148;  lieutenant 
colonel  commandant  to  full  rank,  352. 

Finance,  superintendent  of.  See  Morris,  Robert. 

Finances,  army  inspector,  54;  defects  in  Confederation,  266.  See  also 
preceding  title;  Accounts;  Debts;  Estates;  Funds;  Requisitions. 

Fine,  for  irregular  recruiting,  219. 

Fire,  hazard  in  camp,  139,  220,  247,  248,  317. 

First  Dragoons,  disposal,  162,  193. 

Fish,  Maj.  Nicholas,  officer  of  the  day,  104,  170,  236,  354,  384,  452,  477; 
examination  of  invalids,  411. 

Fisher,  Guy,  McDougall,  79. 

Fisher,  Corp.  Thomas,  detail  as  blower,  53. 
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Fishkill,  N.  Y.,  hospital,  24;  removing  barracks  and  stores,  24,  42,  45, 

37°>  375- 
Fisk,  Benjamin,  court-martial,  424. 
Fitch,  Caleb,  court-martial,  119. 
Fitzherbert,  Alleyne,  peace  negotiations,  290. 

Flag  of  truce,  limitation  on  place,  violations,  6,  52,  88,  113,  114,  146- 
148,  359,  383;  promoting  communication  by,  232-234;  French  in- 
tercourse, 250;  letters  for  England,  372;  British  supplies  for  pris- 
oners, vessel,  376-378;  Schuyler's  sloop  past  New  York,  403;  capture 
by  British  ship  under,  damages,  407/2,  410,  454,  469. 

Flags,  signal,  63;  Lafayette's  colors  to  light  corps,  131;  in  maneuvers,  260. 

Flints,  distribution,  70. 

Flour,  scarcity,  contract  failure,  123.  See  also  Bread;  Provisions. 

Floyd,  John,  shipmaster,  flag  vessel,  379//. 

Fogg,  Capt.  Jeremiah,  brigade  major,  367;  service,  367/2. 

Forage,  dragoons  on  march,  63,  101;  army  in  field,  camp  pasturage,  con- 
ditions, 67,  117,  130,  216;  winter  scarcity,  dire  need,  restriction  for 
officers'  horses,  cessation  of  mail  carriage,  269,  289,  324,  325,  464- 
466,  468,  469,  474,  494. 

Foreign  affairs,  secretary  for.  See  Livingston,  Robert  R. 

Foreign  relations.  See  French  alliance;  Peace. 

Foreign  volunteers,  exchange,  26,  28,  29  n,  45,  46;  minor,  258  n,  393/2, 
406/2.  See  also  Armand;  Du  Portail;  Steuben;  Villefranche. 

Forges,  traveling,  returns,  24;  arms  repair,  25;  to  camp,  128. 

Forgery,  trial,  252. 

Forman,  Gen.  David,  letters  to,  60,  74,  112,  141  n,  388;  intelligence, 
naval  movements,  letters,  61,  74,  76,  112,  129/2,  141  n,  308/2,  320, 
383, 387;  expenses,  320, 390;  on  British  plundering,  letter,  388  n,  389. 

Forman,  Ma].  Jonathan,  light  corps,  47;  service,  47/2;  officer  of  the  day, 

474- 

Fort  major,  148. 

Fort  Pitt,  military  stores  conductor,  172;  proposed  expedition  disap- 
proved, 420;  salt  meat,  421.  See  also  Irvine,  William. 

Fortifications,  Verplanck  Point,  375,  379,  411;  Dobbs  Ferry  works,  438. 
See  also  West  Point. 

Fountain,  Fineas,  unfit  recruit,  219. 

Fourth  Dragoons,  to  main  army,  162;  officer,  382.  See  also  Moylan, 
Stephen. 

Fowler,  Gilbert,  irregular  flag,  88/2. 
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Fox,  Charles  James,  out  of  ministry,  151;  peace,  448. 
France.  See  French  alliance. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  Cornwallis-Laurens  exchange,  letter,  350,  222;  on 
British  relations,  195;  letters  to,  272,  355;  introduction  of  Wheelock, 

355- 

Franklin,  Gov.  William,  Huddy  affair,  40. 

French,  Penelope  (Manley),  land  affair,  361-366,  452,  458,  470. 

French  alliance,  America,  68 n;  Washington's  gratitude,  274;  harmony 
of  armies,  279.  See  also  Foreign  volunteers;  La  Luzerne;  Peace; 
Rochambeau;  Vaudreuil. 

French  army.  See  Rochambeau. 

Frint,  John,  court-martial,  213. 

Frontier,  command,  Stirling,  instructions,  86,  89,  90,  100,  326;  reduction 
of  posts  and  materiel,  89,  206;  state  troops,  90;  lack  of  discipline, 
waste  of  ammunition,  90;  Pennsylvania's  proposed  Iroquois  expe- 
dition, 106,  107,  no,  in,  190,  191,  198,  199;  British  attitude  toward 
Indian  raids,  138,  208,  211,  216;  provisions  contract,  175;  with- 
drawal of  line  troops,  206,  277;  winter  garrisons,  304-306,  308; 
military  stores,  338;  winter  quiet  expected,  421.  See  also  next  title; 
Fort  Pitt;  Mohawk  Valley;  Wyoming. 

Frontier  posts,  Oswego,  107;  British  strengthening,  208,  249;  Isle  aux 
Noix,  216,  277. 

Frothingham,  Richard,  field  commissary  of  military  stores,  172. 

Frye,  Capt.  Ebenezer,  court-martial,  cashiered,  410. 

Frye,  Ensign  Frederick,  rank  dispute,  326,  348;  service,  326 n. 

Fuchs,  Baron,  to  Boston,  459. 

Fuel,  winter  supply,  cutting  and  transportation,  regulations,  59,  60,  121, 
135,  205,  218,  247,  293;  for  hospital,  324,  329,  339;  for  American 
prisoners  of  war,  417. 

Fuller,  Capt.  John,  at  court-martial,  413;  service,  413/2. 

Funds  (military  chest)  lack,  alarm,  consideration,  106,  in,  187,  188; 
for  cartel  negotiations,  122,  163,  185;  from  New  York  City,  123; 
for  Varick,  145,  235.  See  also  Accounts. 

Furloughs,  extension  to  officer  for  civil  service,  16;  overstayed  by  officers, 
penalty,  44, 102, 139, 410, 452;  for  health,  limitation,  327;  regulation 
of  winter,  421-423.  See  also  Leave. 

Galaup,  Jean  Francois.  See  La  Perouse. 

Garden,  Alexander,  irregular  pass,  154,  201,  23672;  service,  154H. 

Gardner,  Richard,  irregular  flag,  384. 


INDEX  515 

Gasco,  Ezra,  court-martial,  212. 

Gates,  Gen.  Horatio,  and  active  service,  2,  3;  Camden  inquiry  dropped, 
3/2,  84;  letters  to,  68,  341;  ordered  to  camp,  68;  wing  command, 
85;  officer  of  the  day,  251,  264,  283;  board  on  rank  dispute,  259; 
command  during  Washington's  absence,  341;  measures  against  dep- 
redations, 343;  on  Du  Bouchet's  services,  406 n;  right  to  grant  fur- 
loughs, 422;  board  on  Connecticut  line  reform,  439. 

General  officers,  field  officers  as,  30,  86;  conference,  132;  promotion, 
method,  Washington  and  claimants,  285/2,  329,  395.  See  also  Briga- 
dier generals;  Commander  in  chief;  Councils  of  war. 

General  orders,  distribution,  131;  disobedience  and  contempt,  224. — 
(Newburgh:  1782,  August):  badge  of  distinction,  pay  rolls,  court- 
martial,  muster,  disability  examination,  7;  esprit  de  corps,  hair 
dressing,  8;  guards  and  fatigue,  15;  annual  returns,  17;  fatigue,  24; 
removing  barracks,  returns  on  transportation,  guards,  24;  officers 
serving  in  higher  command,  unfit  arms,  inspection,  disability  exam- 
ination, special  fatigue,  30;  evacuation  of  Savannah,  hunting  shirts, 
inspection,  fatigue,  ferry,  39;  caution  on  peace  negotiations,  detach- 
ments, 41;  court-martial,  43;  light  corps,  march  warning,  boats, 
lines  relief,  regimental  staff  officers,  disability  examination,  46;  disci- 
pline in  field,  court-martial,  57;  artillery  in  field,  post  garrisons, 
march  and  horses,  straw,  58;  arrangement  of  Connecticut  subalterns, 
light  corps,  65;  inspection  of  shoes,  66;  laying  out  camp,  boats,  am- 
munition, arms,  baggage,  clothing,  returns  on  detailed  artificers, 
trial  dropped,  light  corps,  69;  McDougall  court-martial,  sentence, 
74;  Gates,  order  of  camp  and  battle,  brigade  commands,  Stirling's 
command,  invalids,  court-martial,  84;  orders  for  river  movement, 
lumber  at  West  Point,  93;  (Verplanc\  Point):  comment  on  river 
movement,  boats,  passes  from  camp,  picket,  light  corps  advance 
post,  97;  (September}:  camp  appearance,  health  and  comfort,  court- 
martial,  officers  of  the  day,  routine,  101;  boats,  alarm  signal,  camp 
appearance,  water  for  camp,  aide,  music,  104;  pickets,  returns  on 
horses,  inspection,  116;  court-martial,  boats,  water,  provost  search, 
review,  118;  sutlers,  markets,  pastures,  review,  colors  of  light  corps, 
court-martial,  routine,  soldiers  selling  clothing,  staff  barge,  130;  sick 
returns,  conference,  headquarters  dinners,  132;  commendation,  bri- 
gade quartermaster  of  the  day,  duties,  fatigue,  inspection,  wood 
cutting,  appointment,  detachment,  134;  fire  hazard,  women  and 
camp  regulations,  magazine  limitation,  court  of  inquiry,  138;  boats, 
duty  regulations,  badge  of  merit,  carriage  of  soldiers,  pardon,  mar- 
kets, 141;  leave  regulations,  noncommissioned  officers'  carriage  of 
arms,  shoes,  disability  examination,  143;  appointment,  148;  mail, 
149;  court-martial,  fatigue,  reception  of  French  army,  154;  detach- 
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merit,  fatigue,  court-martial,  158;  ferriage  of  French  army,  159; 
French  ferriage,  court-martial,  music,  168;  French  ferriage,  fatigue, 
military  stores  department,  appointments,  honors  to  French  offi- 
cers, 170;  French  ferriage,  hospital  fatigue,  court-martial,  review, 
178;  badge  of  merit,  provost,  181;  detachment,  review,  183;  com- 
missary of  prisoners  of  war,  188;  military  stores  regulations,  court- 
martial,  189;  music  with  guards,  203;  court-martial,  pardon,  trans- 
porting fuel,  204;  court-martial,  arms  of  detailed  men,  212;  court- 
martial,  218;  wood  hauling,  court-martial,  fire  hazard,  218;  (Octo- 
ber): court-martial,  224;  use  of  boats,  straggling,  appointments,  225; 
detachment,  water  guard,  236;  court-martial,  237;  blankets,  returns 
on  levies,  237;  court-martial,  judge  advocate  general,  238;  court- 
martial,  camp  shades,  clothing,  inspection  orders,  wood  detail,  246; 
intendant,  chimneys,  248;  courts-martial,  badge  of  merit,  251;  court- 
martial,  254;  detachments,  255;  board  on  rank  dispute,  disposition 
for  maneuvers,  court-martial,  259;  troop  beat,  provisions  contract, 
262;  fatigue,  rank  dispute,  guard  formation,  264;  fatigue,  maneu- 
vers commended,  278;  detachment,  commissions,  282;  medical  de- 
partment returns,  283;  maneuvers,  preparation  to  march,  guards, 
285;  hospital  huts,  court-martial,  commendation  of  army,  maneu- 
vers commended,  291;  march  orders,  guards,  conduct  on  picket, 
298;  West  Point  detail  ended,  march  postponed,  300;  (Newburgh): 
hutting,  frontier  troops,  303;  pending  huts,  wintering  boats,  Rhode 
Island  Regiment  details,  headquarters  attendance  suspended,  304; 
wasting  ammunition,  returns  on  cartridges,  depredations,  regi- 
mental officers  in  huts,  guards,  court  of  inquiry,  standardizing  regi- 
ments, selection  of  officers,  status  of  deranged  officers,  309;  (Novem- 
ber): chimneys  in  tents,  huts  for  light  corps  members,  317;  muster, 
318;  escort  for  prisoners  of  war,  command,  survey,  319;  officers' 
horses,  324;  board  on  rank  dispute,  winter  quarters  commands,  duty 
reports,  325;  orderlies,  brigade,  hospital  superintendent,  328;  de- 
tached courts-martial,  punishments,  appointments,  court-martial 
order,  fatigue,  331;  jail,  333;  depredations,  patrols,  straggling,  pro- 
vost, thanksgiving,  sick  returns,  343;  muster,  347;  rank  dispute, 
348;  depredations,  measures  to  check,  354;  appointment,  357;  officer 
released  from  arrest,  366;  appointment,  officers  of  the  day  to  head- 
quarters, quarters  communications,  367;  court-martial,  sutlers,  ser- 
vants at  inspections,  368;  fatigue,  369;  huts  for  light  corps,  370; 
reform  of  regiments,  inspection,  373;  geographers,  clothing,  thanks- 
giving rum,  fatigue,  374;  vcancies  before  reform  of  regiments,  court- 
martial,  381;  (December):  Massachusetts  brigades,  384;  irregulari- 
ties by  patrols,  386;  court-martial,  provisions  accounts,  393;  duty  on 
lines,  court-martial  room  and  jail,  395;  uniform  facings,  402;  court- 
martial,  405;  boats,  406;  court-martial,  examination  of  invalids, 
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fatigue  work  commended,  410;  court-martial,  412;  winter  furloughs, 
examination  of  invalids,  muster,  421;  court-martial,  fatigue  dis- 
charges, 424;  court-martial,  429;  uniforms,  examination  of  invalids, 
432;  board  on  Connecticut  line  reform,  439;  duty  on  lines,  officers' 
subsistence,  medical  department  pay  and  rations,  442;  court-martial, 
452;  tents,  453;  Massachusetts  line  reform,  road  to  headquarters, 
455;  board  on  Connecticut  line  reform,  clothing,  456;  Massachusetts 
line  reform,  459;  officers  of  the  day,  erection  of  hall,  464;  court- 
martial,  adjutant  general  department,  474;  rations  issue,  quarter- 
master department,  477;  plan  for  issuing  provisions  under  contracts, 
478;  court-martial,  493;  provisions  contract,  returns  on  women,  duty 
on  lines,  495. 

Genton,  Jean  Louis  Ambroise  de.  See  Villefranche. 

George  III  of  Great  Britain,  peace,  34,  151,  166. 

Georgia.  See  Southern  campaign. 

Georgia  brigade,  to  remain  in  South,  162. 

Geographer,  pay  and  allowance,  375. 

Gervais,  John  Lewis,  letter  to,  10972. 

Gibbs,  Maj.  Caleb,  officer  of  the  day,  203,  251,  285,  454,  494;  inquiry  on 
picket,  300,  310;  board  on  Massachusetts  line  reform,  455,  456,  463. 

Gibbs,  Corp.  William,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  2,  8. 

Gibraltar,  siege,  relief,  371,  394,  398,  404,  441,  445,  448. 

Gibson,  Col.  John,  irregular  pass,  154. 

Gifts,  ladies  and  shirt  making,  207.  See  also  Presentations. 

Gilbert,  Sergt. ,  case,  360. 

Giles,  Lieut.  James,  adjutant,  resigns,  226. 

Glover,  Gen.  John,  letter  to,  197;  retained  soldier  servants,  197. 

Gontaut  Biron,  Armand  Louis  de.  See  Lauzun. 

Gordon,  Rev.  William,  letter  to,  287;  material  for  history  of  Revolution, 
288. 

Gosselin,  Capt.  Clement,  rank  dispute,  409;  service,  409  n. 

Graft,  in  recruiting,  292,  336,  340,  341. 

Graham,  Maj.  John,  officer  of  the  day,  149,  215,  300,  370,  396,  429,  456, 

495- 
Graham,  Capt.  Samuel(?),  question  of  exchange,  246. 
Grain.  See  Flour;  Forage. 
Grant,  Thomas,  court-martial,  119. 
Gravier,  Charles.  See  Vergennes. 
Gray,  Lieut.  Col.  Ebenezer,  officer  of  the  day,  149,  152,  153,  218;  rank 

dispute,  257,  259,  264;  letter  to,  327;  furlough,  327. 
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Greaton,  Col.  John,  brigade  command,  85,  86;  officer  of  the  day,  103, 
170,  236,  384;  establishment  of  pickets,  117;  board  on  rank  dispute, 
259,  326;  at  court-martial,  393,  410,  412,  424,  429,  452,  474. 

Green,  Lieut.  John  Morly,  retirement,  463. 

Greene,  Catherine  (Littlefield),  health,  267. 

Greene,  George  Washington,  at  Princeton,  267. 

Greene,  Gen.  Nathanael,  letters  to,  192,  265,  271,  446.  See  also  Southern 
campaign. 

Greene,  Gov.  William,  letter  to,  425;  standardization  of  regiment,  425- 
427. 

Greenman,  Lieut.  Jeremiah,  adjutant,  226;  service,  22672. 

Grenville,  Thomas,  peace  negotiations,  22,  290. 

Grosvenor,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas,  officer  of  the  day,  212,  254,  291. 

Guards,  orders,  15,  48;  inspection,  34,  141;  ferries,  39;  camp  pickets,  98, 
103, 105, 116,  117, 121;  boats,  120;  straying  stock,  130;  markets,  131, 
142;  honors  to  French  officers,  172;  music  on  march,  203;  desertion, 
212;  water,  assignment,  237;  escort  of  prisoners  of  war,  241,  254, 
319;  place  of  formation,  265;  special  orders,  286;  officer's  conduct  on 
picket,  inquiry,  299,  300,  310;  breaking  camp  and  disposition,  299; 
contractors'  magazine,  310;  winter  duty  on  lines,  instructions,  re- 
ports, 326,  396,  397;  ill  general,  338;  against  depredations,  343.  See 
also  Patrol;  Police. 

Gunboats,  removal,  45. 

Haights,  N.  Y.,  express  through,  3. 
Hair,  corps  uniformity,  dressing,  9. 
Haldimand,  Gen.  Frederick,  frontier  raids,  138,  138 n;  civilian  prisoners 

of  war,  440. 
Half-pay,  and  dismissal,  57;  officers'  memorial  to  Massachusetts  General 

Court,  87,  87 n;  need,  problem,  227,  229 n\  officers  deranged  in  new 

arrangement,  311,  312,  374,  376.  See  also  Pensions. 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  mercenaries  from  New  York,  115, 116, 121, 128,  205. 
Hall.  See  Temple. 

Hancock,  Gov.  John,  letter  to,  167;  safety  of  Vaudreuil's  fleet,  167. 
Hand,  Gen.  Edward,  new  arrangement  of  department,  and  resignation, 

48,  49;  camp  guards,  102;  board  on  Connecticut  line  reform,  439; 

letter  to,  440  n. 
Hanson,  John.  See  President  of  Congress. 
Hanson,  John,  of  St.  Croix,  book  for  Washington,  1040. 
Harrison,  Gov.  Benjamin,  letters  to,  12,  335,  419,  469;  damages  through 

flag  violation,  407,  410,  454,  469;  clothing,  419;  recruiting,  469. 
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Harrison,  Richard,  on  Hudson  Bay  expedition,  441. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  express  through,  3. 

Haskell,  Capt.  Elnathan,  Howe's  aide,  105;  service,  105  n. 

Hastings,  Capt.  John,  at  court-martial,  429;  furlough,  429;  service,  429  «. 

Hay.  See  Forage. 

Hazard,  Ebenezer,  letter  to,  293;  mail  route,  294. 

Hazen,  Gen.  Moses,  movement  of  regiment,  3;  light  corps,  47;  officers, 
71,  348 n,  409 n;  proposed  Indian  expedition,  106,  no;  prisoners  of 
war  guard,  106;  irregular  passes,  113,  122,  154,  213,  234,  323;  regi- 
ment to  main  army,  234;  letters  to,  316,  348,  378,  400,  409,  467, 
495 n;  winter  quarters,  instructions,  316,  348,  349,  378,  400,  401, 
403;  returns,  316;  and  standardization  of  regiments,  376;  clothing, 
military  stores,  378;  noncommissioned  officer  court-martialed,  382; 
inspection  of  regiment,  400, 401;  supplies,  401;  rank  among  subordi- 
nates, 409;  right  to  grant  furloughs,  422;  enlisting  prisoners  of  war, 
467,  468;  deserters  to  headquarters,  495 n. 

Headquarters,  Newburgh,  1,  303,  342;  tableware,  20,  20 n;  Verplanck 
Point,  97,  116;  dinners,  103,  133,  135;  daily  conference,  131,  132, 
304;  Rochambeau  and  Chastellux,  157/2,  401,  404;  funds,  235;  mail 
route,  294;  accounts  for  tour,  347 n;  attendance  of  officers  of  the 
day,  367;  Mrs.  Washington,  403,  446;  R.  R.  Livingston,  413;  road 
to,  from  camp,  456;  horses  without  forage,  465.  See  also  Military 
secretaries. 

Health.  See  Medical  department;  Police. 

Heath,  Gen.  William,  letters  to,  34,  52,  59/z,  87,  88,  191, 195,  441;  special 
detachment  for  Washington,  34;  intercourse,  flag  restriction,  52,  88; 
McDougall,  59,  59  n,  77-84;  leave,  59/2;  wing  command  in  field,  65; 
half-pay  memorial  to  legislature,  letter,  87,  87 «;  officer  of  the  day, 
103,  130,  149,  168,  183,  254,  270,  285;  cartel  negotiations,  instruc- 
tions, failure,  122,  136,  191,  192,  195-197,  221,  235;  board  on  rank 
dispute,  259;  Howe,  306;  rearrangement  of  Massachusetts  line,  304, 

3I3. 

Hepburn, ,  freight  account,  166. 

Herriot,  William,  military  stores  clerk,  172. 

Hicks,  Capt.  Benjamin,  brigade  major,  officer  of  the  day,  104,  141,  168, 

189,  218,  238,  259,  300;  service,  i68». 
Highlands.  See  West  Point. 
Hill,  Corp.  James,  detail  as  blower,  53. 
Historical  Register,  material  from,  157/2. 

Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  material  from,  302,  402  n,  421. 
Hoakesly,  Robert,  letter  to,  118;  return  to  Yorktown  refused,  118. 
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Hoff,  John,  military  stores  clerk,  172. 

Holden,  Lieut.  Levi,  letters  to,  157/2  (two);  Guard  to  receive  Rocham- 
beau,  157  n. 

Honeyman,  Lieut.  William,  quartermaster,  resigns,  136;  service,  1360. 
Hood,  Adtn.  (Sir)  Samuel,  fleet  at  New  York,  76,  116,  125,  127,  129; 

departure,  371,  434. 
Hopkins,  Capt.  David,  letter  to,  173;  promotion,  absence,  173. 

Horses,  field  camp,  returns,  58,  117;  no  passes  to  New  York,  113,  122; 
straying,  130;  restriction  on  riding,  324,  325;  examination  of  dra- 
goon, 492.  See  also  Cavalry;  Forage;  Transportation. 

Hospitals,  Fishkill,  24;  contract  supplies  for  moving  army,  164;  flying, 
fatigue  at,  179;  Williamsburg,  French  attention,  244;  field,  to  huts, 
New  Boston,  291,  330,  339;  fuel,  324,  329,  339;  superintendent, 
328,  333;  rations  for  inmates,  480,  482,  484,  486,  488,  489;  for  staff, 
481.  See  also  Medical  department. 

Howard,  Caleb,  court-martial,  212. 

Howe,  A  dm.  Richard,  viscount,  fleet  to  Gibraltar,  371, 394, 398, 445,  448. 

Howe,  Gen.  Robert,  McDougall  court-martial,  76,  84;  division,  line  of 

battle,  85;  officer  of  the  day,  104,  132,  141,  154,  170,  259,  278,  291; 

aide,  105;  letters  to,  306,  416;  absence  from  division's  march,  letter, 

306,  306 n\  winter  command,  326;  impressment  of  rum,  360;  board 

on  regimental  reform,  416,  439. 
Howell,  Jacob  S.,  shirts,  313. 

Hoyt,  Capt. ,  boat  captured,  474. 

Hubbard,  Nehemiah,  letter  to,  357;  hard  bread  ration,  letter,  357,  35772. 
Huddy,  Capt.  Joshua,  reprisal,  29,  40,  41,  62,  112,  17672,  177,  222,  240, 

243>  295>  297>  32I>  336>  337>  352>  358~36o>  367n>  388>  437">  46l« 

Hudson  Bay,  French  expedition,  441,  445. 

Hudson  River,  movement  of  army  on,  47,  93-97,  121.  See  also  Dobbs 
Ferry;  Kings  Ferry;  West  Point. 

Ilughes,  Sir  Edward,  naval  action,  268. 

Hughes,  Col.  Hugh,  removing  barracks,  24,  42;  jail,  333;  hall,  396. 

Hughes,  Capt.  John(?),  independent  company,  190. 

Hull,  Lieut.  Col.  William,  officer  of  the  day,  374,  405,  439,  459;  at  court- 
martial,  494. 

Humphreys,  Lieut.  Col.  David,  letters  written  by,  4/2,  5/2,  10/2,  26/2, 
34/2,  5m,  53/2,  62/2-6422,  6772,  7472,  7572,  9072,  115/2,  12872,  14722, 
14872,  18472,  202  72,  20472,  20672,20872,  22972,  23172,  242/2,  24372,  25072, 

262  72,  267  72,  275  72,  278  72,  295  72,  30 1  72,  323  72-325  72,  327  n,  33O  72,  34O  72, 

353  »>  354 n>  358">  36x  ">  371 »» 377"~381 »» 384">386">387">39I n~ 
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393  n>  397  n>  400/2, 404  72,  40772, 409/2, 4 14  72-4 17/2, 42072,43772,441/2, 

449  n,  453  72,  455  72,  458  72,  461  72-463  72,  466  72,  467/2,  469  72,  476  72,  49I  72, 

49372,  495/2;  letters:  on  intelligence,  19/2,  234/2;  on  fuel,  60/2;  on 
Villefranche's  duty,  75/2;  on  order  of  encampment,  92/2;  on  com- 
mand, 104/2,  359/2;  on  vigilance,  12572;  on  irregular  pass,  174/2;  on 
possible  British  movement,  177/2;  on  charge  against  dragoon,  185/2; 
on  movement  of  army,  210/2,  214/2;  on  irregular  boating,  243/2;  on 
Rhode  Island  Regiment,  305/2;  on  clothing,  316/2;  on  Gilbert  case, 
360/2;  on  Smith's  visit,  477/2;  on  despatches,  477/2;  on  lack  of  forage, 
495/2. 

Humpton,  Col.  Richard,  pardon  of  condemned  noncommissioned  offi- 
cer, 87;  letters  to,  90,  252/2,  467;  and  courts-martial,  90;  commuta- 
tion of  capital  penalty,  252/2;  enlistment  of  prisoners  of  war,  467, 
468. 

Hunt,  Capt.  David,  under  Sheldon,  10472. 

Hunt,  Lieut.  Ephraim,  court-martial,  reprimand,  238,  239;  service,  238/2. 

Hunting  shirts,  distribution,  39. 

Huntington,  Lieut.  Col.  Ebenezer,  officer  of  the  day,  148,  215,  300;  rank 
dispute,  152,  153,  257,  259,  264;  at  court-martial,  406. 

Huntington,  Gen.  Jedidiah,  order  of  battle,  85;  officer  of  the  day,  118, 
138,  148,  159,  181,  299;  letters  to,  304,  360;  reform  of  Connecticut 
line,  304,  313;  Gilbert  case,  360. 

Huntington,  L.  I.,  proposed  expedition,  38072,  386,  387,  390-393,  414. 

Huntington  Library,  material  from,  152,  290,  474. 

Hurley,  N.  Y.,  reply  to  address,  346. 

Huts,  building  winter,  instructions,  303,  317;  for  light  corps,  370,  380. 

Imports,  Dutch  linen,  181,  207,  230;  stockings,  230. 

Impressment,  British  naval,  in  New  York  City,  198;  civil  suit  against 
officer,  249,  250;  rum,  failure  to  pay,  360. 

Independence,  preliminary  acknowledgment,  13,  16,  22, 42. 

Indians,  proposed  Pennsylvania  expedition,  106,  107,  no,  in,  190,  191, 
198,  199,  and  British  suspension  of  hostilities,  198,  206,  208,  209; 
proposed  negotiations,  230.  See  also  Frontier. 

Inglis,  Samuel,  Virginia  account,  454,  469. 

Inspector  general  department,  orders  for  general  inspection,  31,  39,  117, 
135,  247, 318,  347,  374,  400,  401,  423;  inspectors,  400,  492/2.  See  also 
Brigade  majors;  Steuben. 

Intelligence,  instructions  on,  from  New  York  City,  agents,  18;  La  Lu- 
zerne and  expense,  320.  See  also  Spies. 

Intendant  for  army,  54,  248. 
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Intercourse,  letters  to  New  York  City,  103,  126,  127.  See  also  Flag  of 
truce;  Intelligence;  Passes;  Prisoners  of  war;  Trade  with  the  enemy. 

Invalid  corps,  officer,  56 »;  officers  transferred  to,  86;  officers  court-mar- 
tialed, 102,  131,  154,  156;  quartermaster,  136;  movements,  156; 
winter  quarters,  255,  307;  guard  for  McDougall,  338;  returns,  351, 
368.  See  also  Nicola,  Lewis. 

Invalids.  See  preceding  title;  Disability;  Sick. 

Iron,  New  Jersey  project,  yn. 

Iroquois  Indians,  proposed  Pennsylvania  expedition  against,  106,  107, 

no,  in,  190,  191,  198,  199;  and  peace,  209. 
Irvine,  Gen.  William,  letter  to,  420;  proposed  expedition,  disapproved, 

420;  leave,  421. 

Isle  aux  Noix,  British  post,  216,  277. 
Ives,  Ernest  L.,  letter  possessed  by,  250  n. 
Izard,  Ralph,  letter  to,  109 n. 

Jackson,  Col.  Henry,  light  corps,  46,  54;  officer  of  the  day,  427,  495; 
board  on  Massachusetts  line  reform,  455,  456,  463;  letter  to,  495; 
subsistence  for  resigned  officer,  495. 

Jackson,  Col.  Michael,  at  court-martial,  43,  102,  118,  131,  154,  158. 

Jackson,  Capt.  Simon,  continuance  as  officer,  456,  459;  service,  456  n. 

Jacobus,  Charity,  theft  from,  155. 

Jail,  erection,  333,  395,  396. 

Jay,  John,  letter  to,  274;  wine  for  headquarters,  274. 

Jenkins,  James,  irregular  flag,  88  n. 

Johnson,  Elizabeth,  pass,  113^. 

Johnson,  James,  court-martial,  119. 

Johnson,  John,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  190. 

Johnson,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan,  officer  of  the  day,  148,  299;  at  court-mar- 
tial, 169;  bears  letter,  398;  Vermont  intrigue,  398,  399. 

Johnson,  Capt.  Thomas,  Vermont  intrigue,  215. 

Jones,  Henry,  court-martial,  220. 

Jones,  Hugh,  court-martial,  119. 

Jones,  Joseph,  letter  to,  430;  officers'  address  on  grievances,  letter,  431//. 

Joy,  George,  amnesty,  168. 

Judge  advocate  general,  appointment,  145,  239;  deputy,  332. 

Judson,  Capt.  David,  brigade  major,  officer  of  the  day,  168,  189;  service, 
i68«. 
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Kakiat,  N.  Y.,  post,  183,  214,  255. 

Keator,  Wilhelmus,  court-martial,  252. 

Keith,  Ma].  James,  court-martial,  cashiered,  224,  225. 

Kemp,  John,  shipmaster,  flag  vessel,  402. 

Keppel,  Augustus,  viscount,  out  of  ministry,  151. 

King,  Philip,  court-martial,  368. 

Kings  American  Dragoons,  proposed  attempt  against,  261  n. 

Kings  Ferry,  N.  Y.,  working,  39;  passage  of  French  army,  159,  169,  170, 
178,  179.  See  also  Stony  Point;  Verplanck  Point. 

Kingston,  N.  Y.,  reply  to  address,  345;  reply  to  church  address,  346; 
Washington  at,  347  n. 

Knapp,  Ma].  Moses,  officer  of  the  day,  369. 

Knowlton,  Luke,  British  intrigue,  attempted  arrest,  351  n,  394,  407, 
40772,  408. 

Knox,  Gen.  Henry,  letters  to,  29,  91,  in,  128,  140,  149,  150 n,  172,  173, 
191,  195,  255,  303,  324,  325,  329,  338,  438;  commissary  of  military 
stores,  29,  32,  140,  172;  cartel  negotiations,  instructions,  failure,  33, 
in,  112, 122, 136, 146, 191, 192, 195-197,221,  235;  artillery  for  light 
corps,  47;  West  Point  command,  instructions,  affairs,  58,  73,  91,  92, 
121,  255,  256,  303,  326;  special  leaves,  87;  frontier  posts,  89;  arms 
repair  at  camp,  128;  prisoners  of  war  as  armorers,  140;  presentation 
cannon  for  Rochambeau,  141,  145,  149;  death  of  son,  150 n;  West 
Point  barracks,  172;  extent  of  command,  320;  hospital  fuel,  322,  330, 
339;  discharge  case,  325;  reports  to,  327;  and  courts-martial,  332, 
368;  alarms,  338,  397;  McDougall's  guard,  338;  watchcoats,  339; 
right  to  grant  furloughs,  422;  sleigh  for  Washington,  438,  439; 
board  on  Connecticut  line  reform,  439. 

Lafayette,  Marie  Joseph  P.  Y.  R.  G.  du  Motier,  marquis  de,  colors  to 
light  corps,  131;  exchange  of  Cornwallis's  staff,  221;  on  peace  pros- 
pects, 268;  continuance  in  France,  279;  Chastellux,  428;  letter  to, 

433- 

Laforce,  Mrs. ,  slaves  from  Canada,  409. 

Lake  Erie,  proposed  expedition  rejected,  420. 

La  Luzerne,  Anne  Cesar,  chevalier  de,  letters  to,  1, 28  n,  76, 128, 186,  202, 
275,  276  n,  296,  320,  330  n,  334,  349,  387,  401,  433,  459,  491;  Vau- 
dreuil  at  Boston,  safety,  1,  202,  321,  350,  387;  fete,  20/2;  on  peace 
negotiations,  26;  America,  68 n;  express  and  intelligence  expenses, 
270,  271,  275,  276,  320,  491;  trade  with  the  enemy,  334;  plan  for 
coast  protection,  433;  cannon  for  Rochambeau,  491. 

Lamb,  Col.  John,  letter  to,  175;  irregular  court-martial,  175,  178. 
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Lancaster,  Pa.,  prisoners  of  war,  supplies,  guard,  treatment,  28  n,  106, 

in,  436 n;  court-martial  at,  382. 
Land,  value  of  meadow,  363.  See  also  Estates;  Mount  Vernon. 
Landeg,  Philip,  pass,  28;  service,  28  n. 
Landscape  gardening,  Mount  Vernon,  472,  473. 
Langlois,  Denis  Jean  Florimond.  See  Du  Bouchet. 
Lansdale,  Maj.  Thomas,  letters  to,  283,  316;  post,  283;  service,  2830; 

winter  quarters,  316;  brigaded,  328;  officer  of  the  day,  383,  410,  464, 

494. 
La  Perouse,  Jean  Francois  de  Galaup,  comte  de,  Hudson  Bay,  441. 
Lathbee,  John,  court-martial,  213. 
La  Touche-Treville,  Louis  Rene  Madeline  Lavassor,  vicomte  de,  ship 

captured,  281. 
Lauberdiere  du  Pont.  See  Du  Pont. 
Laumoy,  Jean  Baptiste  Joseph,  chevalier  de,  exchange,  28,  29 n;  letters 

to,  29 n,  75;  to  camp,  75. 
Laurens,  Henry,  exchange,  35,  72,  161,  196. 
Laurens,  Lieut.  Col.  John,  death,  Washington's  tribute,  271,  281. 
Lauzun,  Armand  Louis  de  Gontaut  Biron,  due  de,  return,  2;  illness,  281; 

legion  remains,  290,  433;  intercession  by,  292. 
Laval,  Anne  A.  M.  S.  J.  de  Montmorency  Laval,  marquis  {due)  de, 

countersign  honoring,  285. 
Lawrence,  Capt.  Jonathan,  jr.,  irregular  passes,  174. 
Leave  of  absence,  regulation  of  camp,  143;  officer  under  arrest,  173.  See 

also  Absence  without  leave;  Desertion;  Discharges;  Furloughs. 
Ledween,  George,  court-martial,  292. 
Ledyard,  Dr.  Isaac,  deranged,  court-martial  dropped,  71,  75,  76;  letter 

to,  75. 
Lee,  Gen.  Charles,  death,  281. 
Lee,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry,  disposal  of  corps,  20,  193;  soldier  court-martialed, 

119. 
Lee,  Capt.  Noah,  rank  dispute,  409;  service,  409/2. 
Lee,  Gov.  Thomas  Sim,  letter  to,  318;  passes,  31872. 
Lee,  Col.  William  Raymond,  soldier  court-martialed,  212. 
Le  Mont,  Lieut.  William,  dismissed,  and  half-pay,  letter,  56,  5772. 
Lennox,  Charles.  See  Richmond. 
L'Etombc,  Philip  Joseph  de,  letters  to,  30,  144/2;  Vaudrcuil,  30;  office, 

30/2;  letters  for,  144,  433;  deserters,  165. 
Library  of  Congress,  Rochambeau  Papers,  6n. 
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Light  corps,  detachment  for  commander  in  chief,  34;  duty  on  lines,  43; 
organization,  command,  46,  47,  50,  51,  54,  66,  328;  camp,  position, 
47,  98,  104 72;  artillery,  47;  brigade  major,  71;  weekly  returns,  71; 
order  of  battle,  86;  colors  from  Lafayette,  131;  and  cartel  negotia- 
tions, 202;  movements,  206,  209,  242,  243;  duty  on  lines  after  camp, 
relief,  294,  295,  299,  317,  326,  353,  354,  357,  370,  387,  395,  396,  403; 
huts  for  members,  370,  380;  for  proposed  exploit,  386,  387,  392; 
return  of  boats,  406;  muster,  423. 

Light  Dragoons.  See  Provost. 

Lincoln,  Benjamin,  secretary  at  war,  letters  to,  2,  14,  19,  25,  32,  35,  48, 
72,  88,  98,  105,  122,  145,  152,  161,  18972,  190,  201,  210,  213,  221, 

22272,  226,  232  72,  234,  239,  257,  26572,  284,  3OO72,  321,  329,  351,  360, 

368,  376,  394,  415,  436,  460;  Gates,  2,  3;  provisions,  15,  98,  478; 
standardization  of  regiments,  19,  20,  286,  30072,  322,  373,  376,  460, 
461,  466,  467;  brigade  majors,  25;  exchanges,  26,  240;  commissary 
of  military  stores,  29,  30,  32,  72;  cartel  negotiations,  36,  162,  221; 
adjutant  general  department,  48,  49;  officers'  subsistence,  50;  orders 
courts-martial,  87,  252;  promotions,  98,  99;  disposal  of  southern 
army,  106,  107,  163,  201,  234;  proposed  Indian  expedition,  106,  107, 
190,  191,  198;  passes,  122,  153,  214,  234,  240,  323;  judge  advocate 
general,  145;  rank  dispute,  152;  cannon  for  Rochambeau,  153;  West 
Point  magazine,  172,  179,  180;  returns  and  rolls,  18972,  22272,  416; 
pay  arrears  and  discontent,  half-pay,  letter,  228,  229,  22972;  Virginia 
recruits,  239;  movements,  at  headquarters,  240,  282,  466;  prisoners 
of  war,  treatment,  241,  245,  376,  377,  436,  461;  Wyoming,  257,  301, 
321,  416;  McHenry's  arrears  of  pay,  284,  290;  on  maneuvers,  293; 
clothing,  uniforms,  322,  339,  376,  395,  402,  450;  blankets,  329;  pay- 
ment for  impressed  rum,  360;   invalids,  368;  brigadier  generals, 

386>  394- 

Linen,  need,  Dutch  supply,  181,  207,  230. 

Lippincott,  Capt.  Richard,  Huddy  reprisal,  29,  40,  112,  241. 

Liquor,  sale  in  camp,  sutlers,  130,  369;  officer  drunk,  154,  155;  hospital 
ration,  484.  See  also  Rum;  Wine. 

Livingston,  Robert  R.,  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  letters  to,  16,  180, 
413;  Vaudreuil,  16;  at  headquarters,  413;  resignation,  41372. 

Livingston,  Walter,  provisions  contract,  108,  123. 

Livingston,  Gov.  William,  letters  to,  6,  286,  337,  440;  passes,  6,  13872, 
174;  Tilton  case,  137;  filling  out  regiments,  286;  Dayton's  promo- 
tion, 329;  trade  with  the  enemy,  337;  release  of  Reading,  440. 

Livingston,  William,  irregular  pass,  33,  10472. 

Livingston,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Smith,  resignation,  152,  153. 

Lloyd,  Richard  Bennett,  letter  for  New  York,  127;  letters  to,  233,  37372. 
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Lloyd,  Mrs.  Richard  Bennett,  letters  to,  126,  232,  372;  correspondence 
by  flag,  126,  127,  232,  233,  372,  373. 

Lloyds  Neck,  L.  I.,  loyalist  post,  146. 

Lockwood,  Eliphalet,  exchange  matter,  letter,  147  #,  261  n. 

Lockwood,  John,  exchange  matter,  letter,  147 n,  261  n. 

Long  Island,  Tallmadge's  attempted  exploit,  261,  262,  386,  387,  390- 

393>  4X4- 
Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Memoirs,  473  n. 

Loocock,  Aaron,  admission,  454. 

Lord, ,  prisoner  of  war,  relief,  409. 

Lott,  Abraham,  pass  affair,  33,  174. 

Loudon,  Samuel,  letter  to,  494;  mail,  494;  office,  494 n. 

Louis  XVI  of  France,  parole  honoring,  158. 

Lovell,  James,  packet  from,  123;  letters  to,  168,  263;  consideration  for 
loyalists,  168;  European  news,  263. 

Loyalists,  and  peace  negotiations,  13,  17,  280;  as  American  spy,  114;  con- 
sideration for  remaining,  168;  expected  departure,  198,  223;  cap- 
tured, to  civil  authorities,  257;  dragoons,  261  n;  Carleton's  restraint 
on  forays,  389;  petition  for  admission,  454.  See  also  Huddy,  Joshua; 
Intercourse. 

Luddingtons,  N.  Y.,  post,  101. 

Lunt,  Capt.  Daniel,  abused,  43;  service,  43  n. 

Lutterloh,  Col.  Henry  Emanuel,  letter  to,  67;  forage  for  army  in  field,  67. 

Lynch,  Ma].  John,  bears  letter,  267. 

McCallister,  Joseph,  court-martial,  412. 

McCoy,  John,  court-martial,  252. 

McCurdy,  Capt.  William,  released  from  arrest,  366. 

McDonald, ,  of  Seventy-six  Regiment,  pass,  323. 

McDougall,  Gen.  Alexander,  letters  to,  59,  73,  323;  Heath,  59,  59 n;  com- 
mand in  field,  73, 74;  court-martial,  reprimand,  76-84;  division,  line 
of  battle,  85;  health  and  command  323;  guard,  338. 

McFarland,  Capt.  Moses,  court-martial,  156;  service,  156/2. 

McGuire,  Capt. -Lieut.  Matthew,  recruiting,  190. 

McHenry,  James,  letters  to,  20,  21,  150,  267,  289;  illness,  20,  150;  Wash- 
ington on  relations,  20,  21;  pay  arrears,  state  and  payment,  284,  289, 
290. 

McHenry  Papers,  material  from,  21  n. 
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Machin,  Capt.  Thomas,  arrest  and  leave,  173;  court-martial,  reprimand, 
219,  220. 

McKean,  Thomas,  committee  on  Huddy  affair,  41  n. 

Macomber,  Ensign  Ebenezer,  and  arrest  of  Vermonters,  407 n. 

Macpherson,  Maj.  William,  at  court-martial,  252. 

Magaw,  Col.  Robert,  bears  letter,  106;  proposed  Iroquois  expedition,  190. 

Magazines,  limitation,  139;  powder,  at  West  Point,  172,  179,  180. 

Magnifique,  French  warship,  wrecked,  68,  275. 

Makepeace,  Jason,  court-martial,  pardon,  119,  142. 

Maneuvers.  See  Drill. 

March,  movement  by  river,  93-97;  proper  form,  179. 

Marechausee  corps.  See  Provost. 

Marine,  agent  of.  See  Morris,  Robert. 

Markets,  in  camp,  130,  131,  142. 

Martin,  Dr.  Hugh,  letter  to,  281;  cancer  cure,  281;  service,  281  n. 

Martinique,  warships  and  troops  at,  388. 

Maryland,  recruits,  to  main  army,  10,  99;  McHenry's  pay  arrears,  284, 
290.  See  also  next  titles. 

Maryland,  governor  of.  See  Lee,  Thomas  Sim. 

Maryland  brigades,  to  North,  162,  234. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  material  from,  318  n. 

Maryland  Third  Regiment,  post,  283,  316;  division,  326;  brigade,  328; 
inspection,  347,  374;  on  duty,  366,  406,  454;  noncommissioned  offi- 
cer and  soldiers  court-martialed,  412.  See  also  Lansdale,  Thomas. 

Massachusetts,  recruiting,  165;  half-pay,  229 n.  See  also  next  titles; 
Boston. 

Massachusetts,  governor  of.  See  Hancock,  John. 

Massachusetts  brigades,  disability  examination,  8;  inspections  and  mus- 
ters, 31,  118,  247,  318,  374;  artificers,  39;  light  corps,  46;  march 
orders,  47;  command,  brigadiers,  64,  384,  385;  order  of  battle,  85, 
86,  92;  river  movement,  93;  ranking  captains,  99;  chaplain,  154; 
maneuvers,  260;  on  duty,  262,  264;  winter  quarters,  307;  reform  of 
regiments,  312,  322,  416,  420,  441,  455,  456,  459,  461,  463;  division, 
326.  See  also  Paterson,  John. 

Massachusetts  Eighth  Regiment,  duty  on  lines,  43;  officers  court-mar- 
tialed, 44,  224,  225;  fatigue,  58,  170;  brigaded,  85;  picket,  117;  offi- 
cers, 131, 143 n,  413 n;  on  duty,  181,  218,  246,  345,  399,  452.  See  also 
Jackson,  Michael. 

Massachusetts  Fifteenth  Regiment,  officer,  136  n. 
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Massachusetts  Fifth  Regiment,  fatigue,  54;  brigaded,  85;  soldier  court- 
martialed,  119;  picket,  121;  officer,  141  n\  on  duty,  218,  248,  347, 
402,  453;  officer  court-martialed,  41372.  See  also  Putnam,  Rufus. 

Massachusetts  First  Regiment,  officers,  4372, 32672;  fatigue  at  West  Point, 
43,  157;  noncommissioned  officers,  53;  brigaded,  85;  picket,  98;  on 
duty,  134,  212,  237,  255,  291,  330,  380,  427;  soldier  court-martialed, 
253;  winter  duty  on  lines,  relief,  442,  496.  See  also  Vose,  Joseph. 

Massachusetts  Fourth  Regiment,  fatigue  at  West  Point,  45,  255;  bri- 
gaded, 85;  picket,  105;  on  duty,  141,  170,  214,  237,  278,  432;  officers, 
141  n,  178/2,  35772,  41372;  officers  court-martialed,  238,  260.  See  also 
Shepard,  William. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  material  from,  34,  5272,  5972,  87,  89,  92, 
128,  141,  150,  172,  174,  256,  324,  325,  330,  439,  441. 

Massachusetts  Ninth  Regiment,  fatigue,  9,  71,  375;  inspection,  39;  non- 
commissioned officers,  54;  brigaded,  85;  on  duty,  130,  156,  225,  252, 
282,  348,  386;  soldier  court-martialed,  213;  officers,  239,  332,  42972; 
soldiers  court-martialed,  424.  See  also  Jackson,  Henry. 

Massachusetts  Second  Regiment,  officers,  4372,  14972,  17872,  24372,  33372, 
45672;  fatigue,  48;  noncommissioned  officer,  53;  brigaded,  85;  on 
duty,  143,  159,  178,  215,  238,  262,  264,  343,  393,  449,  495;  sol- 
diers court-martialed,  212,  213;  detachment,  255.  See  also  Sprout, 
Ebenezer. 

Massachusetts  Seventh  Regiment,  fatigue  at  West  Point,  66,  214;  bri- 
gaded, 85;  picket,  103;  on  duty,  138,  168,  259,  291,  333,  381,  429, 
477;  officers,  14372, 32622, 42972;  quartermaster,  357.  See  also  Brooks, 
John. 

Massachusetts  Sixteenth  Regiment,  soldier  court-martialed,  212. 

Massachusetts  Sixth  Regiment,  fatigue,  24;  brigaded,  85;  on  duty,  132, 
203,  236,  254,  283,  354,  395,  494;  officers,  156/2,  15872,  33372,  456, 
45672;  officer  court-martialed,  254.  See  also  Smith,  Calvin. 

Massachusetts  Tenth  Regiment,  artificers,  39;  fatigue,  42,  370,  375,  411; 
officer  court-martialed,  43,  44;  officers,  4372,  4472,  333;  brigaded,  85; 
West  Point  garrison,  92;  inspection  and  muster,  347,  374;  on  duty, 
357;  soldier  court-martialed,  220;  to  cantonment,  300;  return  of 
boats,  406.  See  also  Tupper,  Benjamin. 

Massachusetts  Third  Regiment,  fatigue  at  West  Point,  45,  84,  96,  135, 
169,  278;  noncommissioned  officers,  54;  officers,  7772,  41372,  456;  bri- 
gaded, 85;  soldiers  court-martialed,  118,  424;  on  duty,  154,  188,  224, 
251,  347,  384,  439,  493;  officer  court-martialed,  452.  See  also 
Greaton,  John. 

Mathews,  Gov.  John,  and  retaining  army,  107,  109. 
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Maxwell,  Maj.  (Lieut.  Col.)  Hugh,  officer  of  the  day,  116,  238,  381,  410; 

at  court-martial,  169,  237. 
Meacham,  Lieut.  John,  court-martial,  cashiered,  452. 
Meadow  land,  value,  363. 

Meat,  salt,  necessity,  315;  for  Fort  Pitt,  421.  See  also  Cattle;  Provisions. 
Medical  department,  officers  as  prisoners  of  war,  26,  38,  196;  distribution 

of  supplies,  132;  returns  on  effects,  283;  pay  and  ration,  443.   See 

also  Hospitals;  Sick;  Surgeons. 
Mellen,  Lieut.  Col.  James,  officer  of  the  day,  132,  183,  246,  247,  367,  393, 

413,  453,  493,  494;  and  neglectful  officer,  239. 
Mercenaries,  departure  for  Halifax,  112,  115, 116, 121, 128,  205;  artificers 

to  repair  arms,  140,  377;  status  as  prisoners  of  war,  256;  treatment 

as  prisoners  of  war,  436,  461. 
Mercer,  James,  financial  affairs,  470. 
Mercer,  John  Francis,  financial  affairs,  470,  473,  474. 

Merrill. ,  brigade  quartermaster,  officer  of  the  day,  254,  291. 

Merwin,  Ozias,  exchange  matter,  letter,  147/2,  261/2. 

Middleton,  Arthur,  letter  to,  109/2. 

Miles,  Col.  Samuel,  letter  to,  20;  headquarters  supplies,  letter,  20,  20/2. 

Military  art  and  science,  movement  of  army  on  Hudson  River,  93-97. 

Military  chest.  See  Funds. 

Military  secretaries  and  aides,  French,  26/2,  250,  388^;  for  major  general, 

105.  See  also  Baylies,  Hodijah;  Cobb,  David;  Humphreys,  David; 

Tilghman,   Tench;    Trumbull,   Jonathan,  jr.]   Varick,   Richard; 

Walker,  Benjamin. 
Military  stores,  arrangement  of  commissary,  appointments,  29,  30,  32, 

72,  140,  172,  180;  pay,  171;  brigade  regulations,  189;  to  frontier, 

338;  deputy  commissary,  370;  removal  to  West  Point,  370,  375; 

ration  returns  for  staff,  481,  485,  487.  See  also  Ammunition;  Arms. 
Militia  and  state  regiments,  on  frontier,  90;  protection  of  Vaudreuil's 

fleet,  167,  202,  215;  march  under  Sheldon,  390,  391. 
Minard,  Benedict,  recruit,  fraud,  292. 
Mitchell,  John,  letters  to,  23,  165,  302,  319;  supplies  for  Mount  Vernon, 

complaint  on  quality,  23,  302;  Washington's  account,  165,  302,  319; 

leather  breeches,  319. 
Mittens,  winter  need,  207. 

Mix,  Lieut.  John,  letter  to,  3;  express,  3,  4;  service,  3//. 
Mohawk  Valley,  possible  raid,  56;  troops  and  proposed  Iroquois  expedi- 
tion, 107. 
Money,  varieties,  235. 
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Montgomery,  John(?),  George  Washington  Greene,  267. 

Montgomery,  Joseph,  committee  on  Huddy  affair,  296  n. 

Moore,  Ma).  Thomas  Lloyd,  at  court-martial,  87. 

Moore,  Pres.  William,  proposed  Indian  expedition,  106 n,  no,  198,  199; 
letters  to,  no,  198. 

Morgan  Library,  material  from,  451. 

Morrill,  Ma).  Amos,  officer  of  the  day,  374,  402,  439,  459;  at  court-mar- 
tial, 474. 

Morrill,  Ensign  Joseph,  brigade  quartermaster,  officer  of  the  day,  159, 

215,  237,  270;  service,  159//. 
Morris,  Sergt. ,  substitute  and  discharge,  182. 

Morris,  Gouverneur,  letters  to,  32,  146;  cartel  negotiations,  32,  33,  36, 

108;  prisoners  of  war  accounts,  146. 
Morris,  Ensign  Lewis  R.,  extension  of  furlough,  16;  resignation,  413, 

41372;  letter  to,  413/2. 

Morris,  Robert,  superintendent  of  finance,  marine  agent,  letters  to,  4,  54, 
108,  122,  123,  145,  163,  185,  187,  230,  235,  241,  258,  270,  313,  314, 
417,  453,  468;  provisions  contracts,  letter  4,  108,  123,  124,  163,  175, 
185,  185/2,  235,  262,  269,  314,  315,  418,  419,  478;  army  inspector  or 
intendant,  54,  248;  cartel  negotiations,  liquidation  of  accounts, 
fund,  108,  122,  163,  185,  235;  lack  of  funds,  187,  188;  clothing,  230, 
231/2;  pay  arrears  and  discontent,  letter,  230,  231/2,  289;  Varick's 
funds,  235;  marine  prisoners  of  war,  242,  417,  418,  437,  462;  circu- 
lar on  requisitions  and  pay,  letter,  258/2;  receivers  of  taxes,  258/2; 
engraved  cannon  for  Rochambeau,  453;  interstate  exchange,  458; 
dire  need  of  forage,  466,  468,  469. 

Morristown,  N.  J.,  no  winter  quarters,  348. 

Mount  Vernon,  paint,  poor  quality,  23,  302;  proposed  visitors,  150; 
newspaper,  182;  Dogue  Run  land  negotiations,  361-366,  452,  458, 
470;  landscape  gardening,  472,  473. 

Moylan,  John,  quality  of  shoes,  66;  letters  to,  207,  242;  shirts,  207,  242; 
other  winter  clothing,  preparation,  distribution,  207,  313,  375. 

Moylan,  Col.  Stephen,  letters  to,  182,  466;  discharge  of  trooper,  182; 
reduction  of  regiment,  466,  467. 

Muhlenberg,  Frederick  Augustus,  expedition  against  Iroquois,  letter, 
106/2,  111/2;  letter  to,  111/2. 

Muhlenberg,  Gen.  Peter,  recruiting,  graft,  10,  199,  201,  241,  340;  letters 
to,  199,  241,  340;  clothing,  419. 

Mull  ins,  James,  bears  funds,  185;  prisoner  of  war  accounts,  196. 
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Mumford,  Ch.  Justice  Paul,  deposition  before,  407. 

Murray,  Maj.  Daniel,  flag  communications  through,  127,  233,  372,  373 72; 
letter  to,  373/2. 

Murrow,  John,  court-martial,  424. 

Music,  on  river  movement,  94;  at  camp,  103;  instruction,  practice,  105, 
169;  march  with  guards,  203. 

Muster,  postponed,  8.  See  also  Inspector  general  department. 

Navigation,  marine  prisoners  of  war,  conditions,  supplies,  exchange, 
197 72,  241,  242,  293  72,  402,  410,  417,  418,  437,  462;  flag  vessel  move- 
ments, 376-378,  403.  See  also  next  titles;  Prizes. 

Navy,  American,  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  72,  147,  241,  242;  service 
as  substitute  for  capital  penalty,  252/2. 

Navy,  British,  movements  to  and  from  New  York  City,  intelligence, 
18,  61,  74,  76,  116,  125,  127,  129,  140,  144,  167,  187,  198,  202,  214, 
234 72,  272,  273,  275,  280,  296-298, 308,  317,  321,  33072, 350,  351,  356, 
371,  379,  382,  385, 387,  434,  445,  447;  activity  and  suspension  of  land 
hostilities,  137;  impressment  in  New  York  City,  198;  East  Indies 
action,  268;  Gibraltar,  371,  394,  398,  404,  441,  445,  448. 

Navy,  Dutch,  at  sea,  181. 

Navy,  French,  Magnifique  and  America,  68,  6872,  275;  East  Indies  ac- 
tion, 268;  and  campaign  of  1783,  423,  433;  Hudson  Bay,  441,  445. 
See  also  Vaudreuil. 

Neglect  of  duty.  See  Disobedience  to  orders. 

Netherlands,  linen,  181,  207,  230;  stockings,  230. 

Neutral  Ground,  N.  Y.,  Franco-American  camp,  217. 

New  Boston,  huts,  hospital,  291,  330,  339. 

New  Hampshire,  militia  and  Vaudreuil's  fleet,  215.  See  also  next  titles. 

New  Hampshire,  president  of.  See  Weare,  Meshech. 

New  Hampshire  brigade,  order  of  battle,  85;  Mohawk  Valley,  107;  re- 
form of  regiments,  28772,  312,  376,  460;  to  main  army,  305,  306,  308; 
division,  326;  inspection  and  muster,  347,  374;  brigade  major,  367. 

New  Hampshire  First  Regiment,  officers,  36772,  380,  38672;  officer  court- 
martialed,  410;  on  duty,  464.  See  also  Dearborn,  Henry. 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  material  from,  215,  28772. 

New  Hampshire  Second  Regiment,  officer,  367;  on  duty,  374,  424,  474; 

soldier  court-martialed,  411.  See  also  Reid,  George. 
New  Jersey,  iron  manufacture,  772;  mail  route  through,  294;  trade  with 

the  enemy,  322,  337,  349.  See  also  next  titles. 
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New  Jersey,  governor  of.  See  Livingston,  William. 

New  Jersey  brigade,  light  corps,  47;  march  orders,  to  field,  main  army, 
47,  62,  65,  100,  338;  order  of  battle,  85;  boats,  104;  inspection  and 
muster,  117,  247,  318,  374;  reform  of  regiments,  286,  312,  376,  460; 
Wyoming  garrison,  relief,  257,  301,  321,  411,  412,  416,  419;  ma- 
neuvers, 260;  on  duty,  262,  324;  winter  quarters,  307;  division,  326; 
Maryland  regiment  attached,  328.  See  also  Dayton,  Elias. 

New  Jersey  First  Regiment,  noncommissioned  officer  court-martialed,  8; 
soldiers  court-martialed,  8,  252;  officer,  47/2;  picket,  105;  fatigue  at 
West  Point,  135;  on  duty,  170,  214,  237,  259,  291;  winter  duty  on 
lines,  instructions,  relief,  395-397,  442.  See  also  Ogden,  Matthias. 

New  Jersey  Second  Regiment,  officers,  4772,  159/2,  183/2,  383??;  on  duty, 
138,  178,  237,  262,  299,  368,  406,  455;  fatigue,  183;  guard  over 
Asgill,  367??;  winter  duty  on  lines,  496.  See  also  Dayton,  Elias. 

New  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  winter  quarters,  305;  hospital,  328,  333. 

New  York,  levies:  on  frontier,  military  stores,  90, 338;  court-martial,  140; 
Oswego  expedition,  449-451.  See  also  next  titles. 

New  York,  governor  of.  See  Clinton,  George. 

New  York  Artillery,  soldier  court-martialed,  406. 

New  York  brigade,  light  corps,  47;  march  to  field,  47,  62,  100;  order  of 
battle,  85;  boats,  104;  brigade  major,  104/2;  inspection  and  muster, 
118,  135,  247,  318,  374;  detail,  247;  maneuvers,  260;  on  duty,  264; 
Clove  garrison,  284;  winter  quarters,  307;  and  rearrangement,  312; 
division,  326;  chaplain,  464/2.  See  also  Clinton,  James. 

New  York  City,  naval  movements,  intelligence,  18,  61,  74,  76,  116,  125, 
127,  129, 140,  141  n,  144,  167, 187,  198,  202,  214,  234/2,  272,  273,  275, 
280,  296-298,  308,  317,  321,  330/2,  350,  351,  356,  371,  379,  382,  385, 
387,  434,  445,  447;  transports,  possible  embarkation,  departure  of 
mercenaries,  112,  115,  116,  121,  128, 195,  206,  350,  351,  356,  371,  372, 
423,  435,  445,  446,  455;  evacuation  not  expected,  168,  272,  275,  280, 
290;  possible  movement  from,  177,  181,  184,  186,  187;  prisoners  of 
war,  condition,  supplies,  197/2,  402,  409,  417,  437,  462;  garrison 
compacted,  272;  Smith's  plan  to  attack  outer  posts,  384/2;  question 
of  campaign  against,  448;  force,  448. 

New  York  First  Regiment,  picket,  103;  officers,  104/2,  159/z;  Stony 
Point  garrison,  136;  on  duty,  141,  159,  181,  215,  300,  325,  369,  410, 
456;  officer  court-martialed,  155;  soldiers  court-martialed,  212,  252, 
368;  detachment,  214;  fatigue  at  West  Point,  236.  See  also  Van 
Schaick,  Goose, 

New  York  Historical  Society,  Collections,  35/2;  material  from,  68,  319. 
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New  York  Second  Regiment,  picket,  117;  on  duty,  143,  218,  238,  264, 

328,  370,  412,  459;  soldiers  court-martialed,  213;  detachment,  236; 

quartermaster,  249;  officers,  250/2,  413/2;  West  Point  fatigue,  278; 

to  cantonment,  300.  See  also  Van  Cortlandt,  Philip. 
New  York  State  Regiment,  on  duty,  183;  march  under  Sheldon,  390, 391. 
Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  headquarters,  letters  and  orders  from,  1-96,  303-496; 

main  magazine,  139. 
Newhall,  Lieut.  Col.  Ezra,  command  on  lines,  43;  officer  of  the  day,  141, 

143,  204,  251,  291,  369,  395,  396;  service,  141  22. 
Newspaper,  for  Mount  Vernon,  182. 
Newtown,  Conn.,  dragoon  winter  quarters,  414. 
Nicola,  Col.  Lewis,  guard,  48;  letters  to,  56, 340;  dismissed  officer,  56,  57; 

provisions  contract  arbitration,  18472;  returns  on  corps,  340,  351, 

368;  reform  of  corps,  395. 
Noailles,  Louis  Marie,  vicomte  de,  letter  to,  273;  service,  27322;  Wash- 
ington's compliments,  274. 
Noncommissioned  officers,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  pardon,  8,  87; 

detail  as  blowers,  53;  carriage  of  arms,  144;  reduced,  382. 
Nonstate  regiments.  See  Additional. 
North  Carolina  brigade,  to  remain  in  South,  162. 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  letters  to  selectmen,  147,  26122;  irregular  flag,  147, 

26122. 
Noyes,  Dr.  John,  light  corps,  66;  service,  6622. 

Officers,  transfer  to  navy,  13,  14;  extension  of  furlough,  civil  service,  16; 
unbecoming  conduct,  43,  44;  cashiered,  44,  154,  225,  254,  260,  292, 
410,  452;  subsistence  question,  50,  416,  442,  478,  489,  496;  sub- 
sistence for  dismissed  and  deranged,  57,  495;  general  duty  and  de- 
tail, 77,  78;  drunk,  154,  155;  theft,  155;  reprimanded,  156,  204,  219, 
220,  239;  absence  without  leave,  abroad,  overstayed  furloughs,  204, 
254,  410,  452;  irregularities  in  recruiting,  219,  336,  340,  341;  trade 
with  the  enemy,  224;  pay  arrears,  distress  and  discontent,  memorial 
to  Congress,  226-230,  430,  431,  43122;  cowardice,  246;  issuing  com- 
missions, 282;  restoration  of  cashiered,  refused,  30022;  in  huts,  310: 
retained  and  deranged  in  reform  of  regiments,  311-313,  322,  327, 

373>.374>  376>  38l>  4l6>  420>  43?>  44J>  455~457>  459.  462>  466>  467; 
restricted  forage,  324,  325;  soldier  servants  at  inspection,  369;  win- 
ter furloughs,  422;  threat  of  mass  resignation,  430;  trials  and  satis- 
factions of  service,  462.  See  also  next  title;  Continental  army; 
Courts-martial;  Courts  of  inquiry;  Disobedience;  Field  officers;  For- 
eign volunteers;  General  officers;  Half-pay;  Noncommissioned  offi- 
cers; Prisoners  of  war;  Promotion;  Rank;  Resignation;  Staff. 
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Officers  of  the  day,  ordered,  102;  assignments  (September),  103,  104, 
116,  118,  130,  132,  134,  138,  141,  143,  148,  149,  154,  158,  159,  168, 
170,  178,  181,  183,  188,  189,  203,  204,  212,  215,  218  (two);  (Octo- 
ber), 224,  225,  236  (two),  237  (two),  238,  246-248,  251  (two),  254, 
255,  259,  262,  264,  270  (two),  278,  282,  283,  285,  291  (two),  299, 
300;  (November),  354,  357,  366-370,  373,  374,  380,  381,  383;  (De- 
cember), 384,  393,  395,  396,  402,  405,  406,  410,  412,  421,  424,  427, 

432,  439>  442>  449>  452-456,  459.  464>  474>  477>.478>  493>  494  (two)> 
495;  headquarters  dinners,  103,  133,  135;  brigade  quartermaster, 
135;  attendance  at  headquarters,  367;  meeting  of  old  and  new,  464. 

Ogden,  Isaac,  pass,  276  n. 

Ogden,  Col.  Matthias,  officer  of  the  day,  248,  282;  board  on  rank  dispute, 
259;  reform  of  regiment,  287;  letter  to,  396;  duty  on  lines,  instruc- 
tions, 396,  397. 

Ogden,  Samuel,  pass,  27672. 

Oliver,  Maj.  Robert,  light  corps,  46;  letter  to,  236/2;  passes,  236*2;  officer 
of  the  day,  452,  478. 

Olney,  Maj.  Coggeshall,  officer  of  the  day,  159,  224,  262. 

Olney,  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah,  letters  to,  92/2,  103,  113,  463;  Dobbs  Ferry 
post,  intercourse,  103,  113;  officer  of  the  day,  188,  248,  282;  recruit- 
ing, 426;  reform  of  regiment,  463. 

One  Hundred  Second  Foot,  British,  officer,  376/;. 
Orangetown,  N.  Y.,  cartel  negotiations,  122. 
Orderlies,  for  winter  messages,  328. 

Orser,  Capt.  Jonas,  complaint  against  dragoons,  184,  185/2. 
Osgood,  Christopher,  Vermont  affairs,  351,  351  n,  407. 
Osgood,  Samuel,  committees:  Asgill,  296/2;  Vermont,  351/2. 
Oswego,  N.  Y.,  British  post,  107;  proposed  expedition,  449-451. 
Overalls,  winter  need,  woolen,  207,  313. 

Paine,  Thomas,  letter  to,  176;  pamphlet  for  army,  176;  on  British  and 

periods  of  seven  years,  176/2. 
Paint,  for  Mount  Vernon,  poor  quality,  23,  302. 
Pamela,  Luther,  case,  325. 

Papers  of  commander  in  chief,  and  history  of  Revolution,  288. 
Pardon,  capital  offenders,  87,  142,  205;  from  whipping,  252,  292. 
Paris  Archives,  Affaires  Etrangeres,  Etats  Unis,  material  from,  28/2,  76/2, 

129/2, 187/2,  203/2,  297/2, 321/2, 330/2,  334/2,  350/2,  387/2,  401  /2, 433/2, 

491/2. 

Parker,  Daniel,  provisions  contract,  418,  495,  496. 
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Parker,  Ensign  Daniel,  court-martial,  cashiered,  44. 

Parliament,  and  peace,  16,  22,  151,  180,  435,  446. 

Parole,  place  names:  in  alphabetical  sequence  with  countersigns,  7,  317; 
grouped  with  countersigns,  39;  —  significant,  24,  93,  158,  285;  ad- 
vance information,  204,  263,  341. 

Paroles,  liberty  to  France,  45,  46;  and  irregular  intercourse,  148 n;  resi- 
dence of  British  officers,  240,  257;  special  exchanges,  404. 

Parvin,  Mathew,  military  stores  conductor,  172. 

Passes,  to  civilians,  civil  authorization,  7,  113  72,  126,  174,  318;  irregular, 
censure,  33,  10472,  113,  122,  153,  213,  234,  240,  323;  camp  regula- 
tions, Purple  Heart  exception,  34,  97,  130;  horses  forbidden,  113; 
requests  to  British,  202;  for  servants,  236 n;  for  interviews,  276 n, 
282,  409;  checking  straggling,  355. 

Paterson,  Gen.  John,  order  of  battle,  85,  92;  officer  of  the  day,  116,  134, 
143,  158,  178,  262,  282;  board  on  rank  dispute,  326,  348;  brigade, 
384;  letter  to,  420;  reform  of  regiments,  420,  439. 

Patrol,  against  straggling  and  depredations,  343,  355;  misconduct,  386. 

Patten,  James,  court-martial,  410. 

Pay,  rolls,  8;  prospects  and  recruiting,  10;  and  change  of  service,  14; 
adjutant  general  department,  49,  475,  476;  paymaster  general's 
notes,  8772;  military  stores,  172;  arrears,  distress  and  discontent, 
officers'  memorial  to  Congress,  226-230,  23172;  or  civil  list,  227, 
431;  by  states  and  requisitions,  25872;  dependence  on  requisitions, 
25872,  431 72;  hopelessness  of  arrears,  distress  feared  by  congressmen, 
269,  289;  staff  arrears,  states  and  payment,  284,  289,  290;  Axmand's 
advance  to  corps,  307;  officer's  self-pay  out  of  recruiting  money,  336, 
340,  341;  geographers,  375;  medical  department,  443.  See  also 
Bounty;  Half -pay. 

Paymaster  general.  See  Pierce,  John. 

Paymasters,  regimental,  quartermaster's  duty,  237,  247;  clothing  affairs, 

457- 
Peabody,  Nathaniel,  letter  to,  399;  and  Vermont  intrigue,  399,  400. 

Peace,  news  of  negotiations,  Washington's  pessimism,  6,  13,  16,  17,  21- 
23,  26-28,  42,  56,  151,  166,  176,  177,  180,  194,  200,  264-269,  272, 
275,  287,  290,  343,  434,  435,  445;  and  preparedness,  22,  42,  151,  166, 
200;  and  West  Indies  situation,  27,  448;  Carleton's  "suspension  of 
hostilities,"  Washington's  comment,  137,  138;  "seven  years"  and 
British  attitude,  17672;  Washington's  desire,  288. 

Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  guard,  34;  French  camp,  181. 

Pennsylvania,  proposed  Iroquois  expedition,  106,  107,  no,  in,  190,  191, 
198,  199;  supplies  for  marine  prisoners  of  war,  402.  See  also  next 
titles;  Fort  Pitt,  Philadelphia;  Wyoming. 
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Pennsylvania,  president  of.  See  Dickinson,  John;  Moore,  William. 

Pennsylvania,  vice  president  of.  See  Potter,  James. 

Pennsylvania  brigades,  recruits,  rendezvous,  to  main  army,  99,  254;  to 

North,  162,  234;  guard  of  prisoners  of  war,  234. 
Pennsylvania  Eighth  Regiment,  officer,  281  n. 
Pennsylvania  Fifth  Regiment.  See  Butler,  Richard. 
Pennsylvania  Fourth  Regiment.  See  Butler,  William. 
Pennsylvania  Second  Regiment,  officer,  136m  See  also  Stewart,  Walter. 
Pennsylvania  Sixth  Regiment.  See  Humpton,  Richard. 
Pennsylvania  Third  Regiment,  officers,  13172,  190/2. 
Penobscot,  Me.,  proposed  expedition,  6. 
Pensions,  disability,  inspection  for,  8,  32,  48,  144,  411,  423,  433.  See  also 

Half-pay. 
Pettingill,  Maj.  Joseph,  officer  of  the  day,  154,  218,  259,  373,  402,  432. 
Pettit,  Charles,  George  Washington  Greene,  267;  Washington's  finances, 

470. 
Petty,  William.  See  Shelburne. 

Philadelphia,  court-martial  at,  252;  prisoners  of  war,  319. 
Pickering,  Rebecca  (White),  illness,  342. 
Pickering,  Col.  Timothy,  letters  to,  59,  63,  92,  92/2,  128/2,  341,  464,  491; 

fuel,  wood  cutting  and  transportation,  60,  135,  205,  218,  247;  to 

field,  63;  signal  flags,  63;  march  of  army,  63;  laying  out  camp,  69, 

92,  92/2;  camp  guards,  102;  provisions  for  department,  128/2;  liquor 

sale  regulations,  130;  markets,  142;  hut  plans,  303;  wintering  boats, 

304;  forage,  dire  need,  324,  325,  465,  466,  469,  494;  absence,  333; 

Philadelphia,  wife's  illness,  341;  Mrs.  Washington's  journey,  341; 

return  to  camp  required,  464;  express,  491. 
Picket.  See  Guards. 
Pierce,  John,  notes,  payment,  87/2;  letter  to,  493;  cannon  for  Rocham- 

beau,  493. 
Pigot,  Adm.  Hugh,  at  New  York,  movements  of  fleet,  127,  129,  140/2, 

144,  275,  280,  296-298,  434. 
Pilsbury,  Capt.  Daniel,  retirement,  456,  459. 
Plugh,  Dennis,  court-martial,  213. 
Plugh,  Nicholas,  court-martial,  213. 
Police,  of  camp,  102,  105,  132;  duties  of  brigade  quartermaster  of  the 

day,  135. 
Pomeroy,  Ralph(P),  winter  supplies  for  dragoons,  414. 
Pompton,  N.  J.,  post,  283;  winter  quarters,  316,  348,  378,  400. 
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Popham,  Capt.  William,  letter  to,  308  72;  continuance  at  Albany,  3080. 

Popkin,  Lieut.  Col.  John,  letter  to,  165;  French  naval  deserter,  165. 

Porter,  Ma].  Billy,  officer  of  the  day,  158,  262. 

Porter,  Ma].  John,  court-martial,  cashiered,  254;  restoration  refused, 
30072. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Vaudreuil's  fleet,  202,  214,  275. 

Posey,  John  Price,  Custis  estate,  Washington's  denunciation,  443. 

Post-office,  mail  days  in  camp,  149;  dragoon  carriage  of  mail,  suspended, 
lack  of  forage,  294,  465,  494. 

Potter,  Corp.  Barnabas,  detail  as  blower,  54. 

Potter,  Vice  Pres.  {Gen.)  James,  bears  letter,  106;  proposed  Iroquois 
expedition,  190;  letter  to,  301;  Wyoming,  301,  321. 

Potter,  Nathan,  court-martial,  156,  157,  179. 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  Washington's  visit,  476. 

Pray,  Capt.  John,  letters  to,  18,  125,  17772,  23472,  24372,  316/2,  34972,  358; 
intelligence,  18,  19,  17772,  23472,  31672,  34972;  waterguard,  51,  237; 
alert,  125;  checking  illegal  boating,  243,  24372;  troops  for,  237;  cloth- 
ing, 31672;  flag  intercourse,  359. 

Prentino, ,  Viomenil's  aide,  intercourse,  250. 

Preparedness.  See  Peace. 

Presentations,  cheese,  2472,  26372;  book,  10472;  wine,  274. 

President  of  Congress,  letters  to,  39,  71,  121,  127,  140,  14972,  161,  208, 
220,  295,  296,  307,  350,  394,  436;  Boudinot,  35072,  394. 

Prisoners  of  war,  by  French,  transfer,  10;  chaplains  and  medical  officers, 
26,  38,  196;  priority  in  exchange,  foreign  volunteers,  26,  28,  2972; 
supplies  for  British,  28,  376-378;  cartel  negotiations,  instructions, 
liquidation  of  accounts,  funds,  failure,  32,  33,  35-38,  46,  71,  108, 
in,  112,  122,  134,  136,  146,  161,  163,  169,  185,  186,  191,  192,  195- 
197,  201,  216,  221,  231,  235,  29672;  passes,  34;  Cornwall-Laurens 
exchange,  35,  72;  marine  treatment,  exchange,  supplies,  72,  147, 
19772,  241,  242,  29372,  402,  410,  417,  437,  462;  irregular  flag  arrivals 
as,  88, 113, 114;  guards,  escort,  106,  111,234,  241,254,319;  as  armor- 
ers, 140;  question  of  partial  exchanges,  221,  240,  246;  control,  245; 
removed  from  West  Point,  256;  loyalist,  to  civil  authorities,  257; 
released  from  Canada,  335,  351,  441;  soldier-marine  exchange  op- 
posed, 418;  no  exchange  of  British  veterans,  418;  British  complaints 
of  treatment,  436,  461;  civilians,  Indian  captives,  released,  440;  en- 
listed British,  march  to  army,  467,  468;  ration  forms,  482,  484,  485, 
489.  See  also  Paroles;  Reprisal. 
Prizes,  by  seamen  from  British  flag  vessel,  damages,  40772,  410,  454, 
469. 
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Promotion,  general  officers,  seniority  and  demand,  99,  28572,  395;  pro- 
cedure, 173;  stoppage  and  nondelivery  of  commissions,  227;  in  re- 
form of  regiments,  312;  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  352;  right 
before  reform  of  regiments,  381.  See  also  Rank. 

Providence,  submission,  150 n;  interposition,  200. 

Provisions,  contract  controversy,  arbitration,  4,  108,  124,  163,  164,  184/2; 
transportation  by  army,  15;  inspection  of  contracts,  accounts,  54, 
185,  235,  248,  377,  393;  subsistence  for  deranged  officers,  57, 
495;  for  moving  army,  65,  101,  164;  financial  observations  on  issue, 
98;  staff  departments,  127,  128/2;  camp  markets,  130,  131,  142;  for 
frontier,  contract  troubles,  175;  lack  of  funds  for  contract  obliga- 
tions, 187;  union  of  French  and  American  contracts,  244, 245;  guard 
for  contractor's  magazine,  310;  new  contract,  credit,  beginning,  262, 
263,  269,  289,  314,  315,  418,  495,  496;  new  mode  for  officers'  sub- 
sistence, 416,  478,  489;  inadequate  supply,  418;  contractors  and 
winter  transportation,  453;  plan  for  contract  issue,  forms,  accounts, 
returns,  478-490.  See  also  Flour;  Meat;  Ration;  Specific  supplies. 

Provost,  soldier  court-martialed,  292;  breaking  up  of  camp,  299.  See  also 
Von  Heer,  Bartholomew. 

Pry,  Capt.  Thomas,  bears  letter,  348;  service,  348 11. 

Public  Building.  See  Temple. 

Punishment,  capital,  pardon,  commutation,  2,  8,  87,  90,  178,  190,  205, 
211,  252,  252 »,  260,  261,  406;  officers  cashiered,  44,  154,  225,  254, 
260,  292,  410,  452;  restoration  of  cashiered  officer  refused,  300/2; 
distinction,  332;  erecting  jail,  333;  summary,  for  straggling,  355; 
reduction  to  ranks,  382.  See  also  Fine;  Reprimand;  Whipping. 

Purple  Heart,  decoration,  orders,  7;  and  passes,  97;  examination  of  can- 
didates, 141,  142,  181,  252. 

Putnam,  Col.  Rufus,  at  court-martial,  58,  493;  and  McDougall-Heath 
controversy,  77;  and  pardon  of  soldier,  142;  letter  to,  385;  question 
of  retirement,  brigade  command,  385;  officer  of  the  day,  453,  478; 
board  on  Massachusetts  line  reform,  455,  456. 

Quartermaster  department,  provisions,  ration  returns  and  forms,  128/2, 
481,  485,  487;  regulation,  477.  See  also  next  titles;  Baggage;  Ex- 
press; Forage;  Fuel;  Quarters;  Staff;  Transportation. 

Quartermaster  general,  deputy,  93;  barge,  132.  See  also  Hughes,  Hugh; 
Pickering,  Timothy. 

Quartermasters,  brigade,  and  military  stores,  32,  72,  189;  appointments, 
48,  136,  226;  brigade,  as  officer  of  the  day,  135;  paymaster  duties, 
237,  247. 


INDEX  539 

Quarters.  See  Barracks;  Huts;  Tents;  Winter  quarters. 
Quintard,  Lieut.  James,  exchange,  147. 

Ramsay,  David,  letter  to,  109  «. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  Mercer  estate,  470-474;  letter  to,  473. 

Rank,  Connecticut  subalterns,  65;  Willett-Reid  dispute,  lieutenant  col- 
onels commandant,  89;  Massachusetts  captains,  99;  Huntington- 
Gray  dispute,  257,  259,  264;  board  on  ensign  dispute,  326,  348; 
dispute  in  Hazen's  regiment,  409.  See  also  Promotion. 

Ration,  officers'  subsistence,  50, 416,  442,  478,  489,  496;  officer's,  pending 
settlement  of  affairs,  57, 495;  detail,  219;  staff,  443, 475, 476;  arrange- 
ment on  contractors'  issue,  477.  See  also  Provisions. 

Raymond,  Isaac,  exchange,  148  n,  261. 

Reab,  Lieut.  George,  quartermaster,  357;  service,  357 n. 

Reading,  Ma].  Samuel,  officer  of  the  day,  159,  224,  264,  383,  449,  474; 
service,  159  n. 

Reading,  Thomas  Mullan,  release,  440. 

Reading,  Pa.,  dragoon  winter  quarters,  413;  prisoners  of  war,  treatment, 
436»>  46x- 

Recruiting,  poor  prospects,  10;  Virginia,  10, 199, 239,  241;  Maryland,  10, 
99;  Pennsylvania,  rendezvous,  99,  254;  frauds,  officer's  graft,  124, 
125,  292,  336,  340,  341;  returns,  number,  149 n,  237;  French  naval 
deserters,  165-167;  substitute,  182;  unfit,  219;  urge  to  southern 
states,  336;  enlisted  prisoners  of  war,  467,  468;  no  cavalry,  469.  See 
also  Discharges. 

Reed,  Capt.  Jacob,  service,  406 n. 

Reed,  Joseph,  letter  to,  159;  charges  of  disloyalty  in  1776,  letter,  159, 160; 
Cadwalader  controversy,  159  n. 

Regiments,  reform,  standardization,  286,  300/z,  304,  310-313,  322,  373, 

374>  376>  38l>  4l6>  420>  425~427>  439>  441*  455-457*  46°-463>  466> 
467. 

Reid,  Lieut.  Col.  George,  Willett  rank  dispute,  89;  regiment  to  main 

army,  338;  officer  of  the  day,  368,  395,  427. 
Reid,  Maj.  James  Randolph,  court-martial,  493. 
Reily,  Capt.  John,  court-martial,  131;  service,  131  n. 
Reinking,  Lieut.  Carl,  memorial  on  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  436, 

461. 
Religion,  reply  to  church  address,  346;  liberty  essential,  346.   See  also 

Chaplains;  Providence. 
Rendon,  Francisco,  entertainment,  20  «. 
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Renown,  H.  M.  S.,  423. 

Repley,  Job,  court-martial,  118. 

Reprimand,  of  officers,  44,  156,  204,  219,  220,  239;  McDougall,  83. 

Reprisal,  Huddy  case,  29,  40,  41,  62,  112,  176/7,  177,  222,  240,  243,  295, 

297>  32I>  336>  337>  352>  358~36o>  367»>  388>  437">  46l« 
Requisitions,  ignored,  failure,  11  in,  187,  231  n,  289,  336;  demand  by 

Congress,  Morris's  circular  letter,  258;  continental  receivers  of  taxes, 

258;  and  state  pay  of  troops,  258 n,  431  n. 

Resignation  of  officers,  deprecated,  413/2,  462;  settlement  of  accounts, 
subsistence  pending,  496. 

Returns  and  rolls,  transportation,  24;  boats,  47;  artificers  detailed  from 
line,  70;  light  corps,  71;  horses  at  field  camp,  117;  sick,  132;  recruits, 
149/2,  237;  to  secretary  at  war,  189/2,  416;  annual,  to  Congress, 
222 n;  medical  department  effects,  283;  cartridges,  309;  Hazen's 
corps,  316;  weekly  sick,  345;  invalids,  351,  368;  southern  army, 
446;  British  force  in  New  York,  448;  clothing  requirement,  457; 
tents,  458;  women,  496. 

Review  of  army,  121,  130,  134,  179,  183.  See  also  Inspector  general 
department. 

Rhea,  Lieut.  Jonathan,  detail  terminated,  367/2. 

Rhode  Island,  British  designs  feared,  251;  French  army,  353.  See  also 
next  titles. 

Rhode  Island,  deputy  governor  of.  See  Bowen,  Jabez. 

Rhode  Island,  governor  of.  See  Greene,  William. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  material  from,  463. 

Rhode  Island  Regiment,  detachment,  24,  43,  183;  fatigue,  42;  brigaded, 
85;  officers,  1 13/2,  407/2;  Stony  Point  garrison,  136;  on  duty,  168, 
204,  236,  255,  285,  299;  quartermaster,  226;  adjutant,  226;  maneu- 
vers, 260;  soldier  court-martialed,  260;  standardization,  312,  425- 
427,  460,  463;  to  Albany,  detachment  rejoins,  304-306,  305/2,  308. 
See  also  Olney,  Jeremiah. 

Rice,  Ma].  Nathan,  officer  of  the  day,  178,  237. 

Richards,  James,  exchange  matter,  letter,  14722,  261/2. 

Richmond,  Charles  Lennox,  du\e  of,  and  peace,  151. 

Ridgcficld,  Conn.,  dragoon  winter  quarters,  413. 

Rigaud,  Louis  Philippe  de.  See  Vaudreuil. 

Ringvvood,  N.  J.,  winter  post,  379,  400,  401. 

Ripley,  Lieut.  Hezekiah,  brigade  quartermaster,  officer  of  the  day,  149, 
178,  204,  225,  248,  264,  285;  service,  149/2. 
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Roading,  Thomas  Mullan.  See  Reading. 

Roads,  camp  to  headquarters,  456. 

Robinson,  Capt.  Caleb,  brigade  major,  367;  service,  36772. 

Robinson,  William,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  91. 

Rochambeau,  Jean  Baptiste  Donatien  de  Vimeur,  comte  de,  letters  to, 
6,  26,  115,  144,  151  n,  16772,  216,  297,  308/2,  317,  330,  356,  370,  398, 
427,  492;  northern  march  and  peace  negotiations,  6,  26-28,  115,  144, 
149;  proposed  Penobscot  expedition,  6;  parole  and  countersign  hon- 
oring, 24,  158;  aides,  2672,  38822;  presentation  cannon,  141,  145,  149, 
153,  453,  491-493;  reunion  of  armies,  151  22,  157,  15722,  159, 167,  169, 
170,  179,  279;  at  headquarters,  on  reception,  15722,  371,  398,  401, 
404;  Memoirs,  15722;  American  salutes  to  officers,  172;  camp,  forage 
conditions,  181,  216;  provisions  contract,  244,  245;  intercourse, 
250;  Washington  and  internal  affairs  of  army,  276;  army  and  civil 
authorities,  276,  277;  departure  of  army  for  Boston,  279,  290,  297; 
harmony  of  armies,  279;  and  British  naval  movements,  317;  in 
Rhode  Island,  353;  sailing  of  army  to  West  Indies,  Washington's 
farewell,  404,  405,  425,  433,  445,  447;  Washington's  personal  fare- 
well, 427,  428;  for  France,  434. 

Rochambeau  Papers,  material  from,  2822,  62,  21772,  31722,  37122,  42822. 

Rochefontaine,  Capt.  Etienne  Nicolas  Marie  Bechet,  chevalier  de,  sur- 
vey of  winter  quarters,  320;  repairs  at  Verplanck  Point,  379. 

Rock,  Thomas,  court-martial,  220. 

Rockingham,  Charles  Watson- Wentworth,  marquis  of,  death  and  peace 
prospects,  151,  180,  195,  273. 

Rodgers,  Silas,  court-martial,  424. 

Rogers,  Lieut.  John,  adjutant,  resigns,  226;  services,  22622. 

Rolls.  See  Returns. 

Ross,  Ma].  John,  Oswego,  107. 

Royal  Americans,  movements,  434. 

Ruddock,  John,  deputy  commissary  of  military  stores,  172,  370. 

Rueff,  A.  E.,  acknowledgment  to,  34322. 

Rum,  lack,  contract  failure,  124;  impressed  without  payment,  360; 
Thanksgiving  ration,  375;  as  reward  for  good  work,  411.  See  also 
Liquor. 

Rumford,  Count.  See  Thompson,  Benjamin. 

Rutledge,  John,  Cornwallis-Laurens  exchange,  3522;  committees:  Huddy 
affair,  41 22,  29622;  Vermont,  351 22;  —  letter  to,  10972. 
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Sackett,  Nathaniel,  cheese  for  headquarters,  24  n,  12.67,11. 

St.  Clair,  Gen.  Arthur,  division,  line  of  battle,  85;  letters  to,  164,  235/2; 
command  in  field,  ordered  to  camp,  164,  235,  235 n;  officer  of  the 
day,  255,  270,  291;  board  on  rank  dispute,  259;  winter  command, 
326. 

St.  John,  Stephen,  jr.,  exchange  affair,  letter,  14772,  261  n. 

Ste.  Margarita,  H.  M.  S.,  298. 

Salaries,  or  pay,  269,  431. 

Salmon,  William,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  175,  178,  406. 

Sancta  Michael,  Spanish  warship,  captured,  394. 

Sands,  Comfort,  provisions  contract,  controversy,  4,  108,  123,  124,  184/2; 
abandons  contract,  269;  Washington's  criticism,  315  n. 

Sandusky,  defeat  of  expedition,  198. 

Sanitation.  See  Police. 

Sappers  and  miners,  blowers,  53,  64;  in  order  of  battle,  86;  winter  quar- 
ters, 307;  uniform,  403. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  evacuation,  general  orders  on,  27,  39. 

Sawyer,  Ensign  James,  rank  dispute,  326,  348;  service,  326/2. 

Sayles,  Lieut.  David,  promotion,  226;  service,  226/2. 

Sceptre,  French  warship,  441. 

Schaak,  Capt.  John,  reprisal  on,  parole,  61,  367/2,  462. 

Schuyler,  Miss ,  ill,  removal  by  flag  vessel,  403. 

Schuyler,  Philip,  letters  to,  205,  229,  403;  Canadian  information,  205; 
accommodation  with  Indians,  230;  flag  vessel  past  New  York,  403; 
snowshoes,  450. 

Scott,  Gen.  Charles,  letter  to,  10;  exchange,  to  South,  10. 

Scott,  Maj.  William,  officer  of  the  day,  366,  386;  service,  386/2;  at  court- 
martial,  393. 

Second  Artillery,  soldiers  court-martialed,  175,  178;  officer  court-mar- 
tialed, 219;  adjutant,  226;  winter  quarters,  307;  officer,  474.  See 
also  Lamb,  John. 

Second  Dragoons,  officers,  246/2,  390/2.  See  also  Sheldon,  Elisha. 

Secret  service.  See  Intelligence. 

Segond,  Jacques,  chevalier  de,  Armand  corps,  307;  letter  to,  307/2. 

Shields,  Dr. ,  irregular  pass,  213,  236/2,  240. 

Shoes  and  stockings,  doubtful  quality,  inspection,  66;  issue,  144,  375, 
401;  supply,  208.  See  also  Clothing. 

Segur,  Louis  Philippe,  comte  de,  at  headquarters,  bears  letter,  272. 

Selin,  Capt.  Antony,  rank  dispute,  409;  service,  409/2. 
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Selleck,  Thomas,  exchange,  148  n. 

Seneca  Indians,  and  peace,  209. 

Servants,  soldier,  military  stores  department,  172;  of  retired  officers, 
197;  of  British  officers,  passes,  234,  236 n;  at  inspection,  369;  rations, 
480;  allowance,  489,  490. 

Seven  years,  period  and  British  thought,  ij6n. 

Seventeenth  Light  Dragoons,  British,  officer,  52  n. 

Seymour,  Lieut.  Horace,  proposed  exploit,  390;  service,  390  n. 

Shaylor,  Lieut.  Joseph,  letter  to,  293 n;  capture  by,  special  exchange, 
293  »• 

Shelburne,  William  Petty,  earl  of,  and  peace,  151,  273,  434,  435,  448. 

Sheldon,  Col.  Elisha,  express,  3-5,  9,  10,  301,  491;  letters  to,  9,  63,  101, 
184,  203,  210,  263,  301,  379,  390,  391,  413,  441;  to  camp,  position, 
command,  forage,  provisions,  63,  101,  104  «;  in  order  of  battle,  86; 
possible  British  movement,  177;  civil  complaint  against  corps,  184, 
185 n\  intelligence,  184,  379;  movement  to  White  Plains,  203,  210; 
post  (1781),  209;  cowardice  of  subordinate,  246;  advance  informa- 
tion on  paroles,  263;  post  on  breaking  up  camp,  295,  301;  troops  for 
Tallmadge's  expedition,  390-392;  secret  march  to  Dobbs  Ferry, 
countermand,  390,  391;  winter  quarters,  413,  414,  476;  inspection, 
414;  shirts,  441;  examination  of  horses,  492;  corps  and  mail,  494. 

Shepard,  Col.  William,  letters  to,  64,  381;  brigadiership  or  resignation, 
letter,  retires,  64,  65,  98,  990,  381,  385,  395;  brigade  command,  85, 
86;  officer  of  the  day,  118, 181,  237,  270,  366;  board  on  rank  dispute, 
326. 

Sherman,  Lieut.  Col.  Isaac,  officer  of  the  day,  134,  247,  278;  at  court  of 
inquiry,  310. 

Shirts,  Dutch  linen,  ladies  and  making,  181,  207,  231,  313;  need,  supply, 
242,  376;  issue,  375,  441,  457.  See  also  Clothing;  Hunting  shirts. 

Shot  and  shell,  blowers,  52-54,  64. 

Sick,  march  of  army,  70;  weekly  returns,  132,  345;  and  furlough,  327. 

Signals,  flags,  river  movement  of  army,  63,  95,  96,  104;  alarm,  for  West 
Point,  338,  340  n. 

Silleck,  Thomas,  exchange,  261. 

Skinner,  Abraham,  letters  to,  53,  185;  continuance  in  office,  53;  cartel 
negotiations,  liquidation  of  accounts,  108,  186;  successor,  185;  ma- 
rine prisoners  of  war,  410,  417. 

Slaves,  return  from  Canada,  409. 

Sleighs,  for  Washington,  438,  439;  for  proposed  Oswego  expedition,  450. 

Sleight,  Henry  J.,  address  to  Washington,  34572. 


544  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON 

Slitting  mill,  proposed,  jn. 

Smallwood,  Gen.  William,  letters  to,  10,  99 n;  recruiting,  10,  99,  99 n. 

Smith,  Sergt. ,  cannon  for  Rochambeau,  491. 

Smith,  Lieut.  Col.  Calvin,  officer  of  the  day,  238,  270;  service,  238/2; 
letter  to,  300 n;  dismissed  subordinate,  300 n. 

Smith,  Capt.  (Maj.)  David,  brigade  major,  light  corps,  47,  104 //;  letter 
to,  104/2;  officer  of  the  day,  132,  149,  181,  212,  236,  251,  270,  291; 
alarm  signals,  340/2. 

Smith,  Job,  court-martial,  119. 

Smith,  Joel,  exchange,  261. 

Smith,  Corp.  Lemuel,  detail  as  blower,  53. 

Smith,  Capt.  Stephen,  recruiting,  292. 

Smith,  William,  Vermont  intrigue,  351/2. 

Smith,  Rev.  William,  letter  to,  37;  Washington  College,  letter,  37. 
37/2,  38. 

Smith,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Stephens,  letters  to,  133,  245,  261,  353,  383, 
403,  409,  438,  454,  476;  leave,  133;  and  active  command,  133,  134; 
commissary  of  prisoners  of  war,  185,  189,  189/2;  cartel  negotiations, 
197;  troubles,  245;  special  exchanges,  261;  Dobbs  Ferry  command, 
instructions,  353,  354,  358,  400;  flag  intercourse,  letters,  383,  409, 
410,  469;  intelligence,  384,  455;  plan  against  British  outposts,  384/2; 
Schuyler's  flag  sloop,  403,  404;  condition  of  Dobbs  Ferry  works, 
438;  trade  with  the  enemy,  438;  passes,  454;  to  headquarters,  476, 
477;  despatches  from,  477/2. 

Smiths  Clove,  N.  Y.,  garrison,  62,  65,  284,  316,  348,  378,  400;  block- 
house repairs,  378. 

Snowshoes,  for  proposed  Oswego  expedition,  450. 

Soso,  Sergt.  Louis,  court-martial,  reduced,  382. 

South  Carolina,  and  withdrawal  of  army,  107,  109,  no.  See  also  next 
titles;  Southern  campaign. 

South  Carolina,  governor  of.  See  Mathews,  John. 

South  Carolina  brigade,  to  remain  in  South,  162. 

Southern  campaign,  question  of  reenforcements,  recruits  to  main  army, 
11,  99;  evacuation  of  Savannah,  27,  39;  expected  evacuation  of 
Charleston,  99,  274,  280,  290,  331,  349,  351,  356,  383,  398,  434,  447; 
disposal  of  army,  100,  106,  107,  109,  no,  162,  163,  193,  194,  201, 
234,  253,  446;  Charleston  exiles,  return,  114,  210;  expected  British 
abandonment,  266;  foray  from  Charleston,  271,  281;  clothing,  trans- 
portation troubles,  419;  returns,  446. 
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Southington,  Conn.,  express  through,  3. 
Spain,  American  operations,  404. 
Specific  supplies,  possible  return  to,  188. 
Spies,  loyalist  as,  for  Americans,  114. 
Spinoza,  Sergt.  Peter,  and  court-martial,  140. 

Sprout,  Lieut.  Col.  Ebenezer,  officer  of  the  day,  118,  181,  237;  examina- 
tion of  invalids,  411;  fuel  for  prisoners  of  war,  417;  furlough,  432. 
Spurr,  Ma].  John,  officer  of  the  day,  158,  218,  259;  service,  15872. 

Staff,  proposed  financial  inspector,  54;  and  state  pay  of  arrears,  284,  290; 
of  rearranged  army,  deranged  line  officers  in,  311;  restriction  on 
riding  horses,  324, 325.  See  also  Adjutant  general;  Adjutants;  Chap- 
lains; Commissary;  Engineers;  Inspector  general;  Intelligence; 
Judge  advocate  general;  Medical  department;  Military  secretaries; 
Paymaster  general;  Paymasters;  Provost;  Quartermaster  depart- 
ment. 

Stamford,  Conn.,  intercourse,  88. 

Stanton,  Capt.  William,  court-martial,  246;  service,  246 n. 

Stark,  Gen.  John,  letter  to,  286;  continuance  of  leave,  286. 

Starr,  Jehosiphat,  suit  against,  276 n. 

Steuben,  Gen.  Frederick  W.  A.  H.  F.,  baron  von,  conference  with  gen- 
eral officers,  132;  on  standardizing  regiments,  300;?. 

Stewards,  pay  and  ration,  443. 

Stewart,  Col.  Charles,  provision  contract,  14. 

Stewart,  Frank  H.,  letter  possessed  by,  400/2. 

Stewart,  Col.  Walter,  letter  to,  25;  on  quality  of  shoes,  letter,  66  n;  bears 

letter,  165;  inspector,  and  Hazen's  corps,  400. 
Stirling,  William  Alexander,  lord,  frontier  command,  instructions,  85, 

86,  89,  90,  100;  letters  to,  89,  174,  206,  248,  305,  338,  407,  463 n; 

project,  174;  reduction  of  frontier  defense,  206;  British  designs  from 

Canada,  248;  military  stores,  338;  continuance  of  frontier  command, 

change  in  troops,  winter,  305,  306,  308,  326;  arrest  of  Vermonters, 

408;  right  to  grant  furloughs,  422. 
Stock,  Washington  and  Custis  estate,  444. 
Stockings,  winter  need,  207;  Dutch,  230.  See  also  Shoes. 
Stony  Point,  N.  Y.,  garrison,  light  corps,  winter,  43,  136,  183,  214,  236, 

255,  294,  295,  326,  396. 
Story,  Capt.  William,  at  court-martial,  131;  service,  131  n. 
Straggling.  See  Absence. 
Straw,  field  camp,  59. 
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Strong,  Capt.  Caleb,  conduct  on  picket  court  of  inquiry,  299,  300,  310; 

service,  299  n. 
Sufferns.  See  Smiths  Cove. 
Sugar,  in  hospital  ration,  484. 
Sullivan,  John,  on  British  designs  from  Canada,  248;  letter  to,  397 n;  on 

Washington's  welfare,  letter,  397/2. 
Sullivan,  Lieut.  John,  assaulted,  382;  service,  382 n. 
Supplies.  See  Commissary;  Military  stores;  Quartermaster  department. 
Surgeons,  regimental  assignment,  48;  light  corps,  54,  66;  derangement, 

67,  88;  paymaster  general's  notes,  87 n;  pay  and  ration,  443. 
Survey,  winter  quarters,  320. 
Suspension  of  hostilities,  Carleton's  statement  of  British,  Washington's 

comment,  137,  138,  198,  216. 
Sutlers,  liquor  sale,  130;  in  winter  quarters,  regulation,  369. 
Swan,  Capt.  John,  rank,  173. 
Swift,  Col.  Heman,  brigade  command,  85,  86;  officer  of  the  day,  134, 

189,  251,  283;  and  promotion,  395. 

Tableware,  headquarters,  20,  20  n. 

Talbot,  Capt.  {Lieut.  Col.)  Silas,  letter  to,  13;  naval  service,  pay,  letter, 
13,  14,  140. 

Tallmadge,  Ma].  Benjamin,  letters  to,  114,  257,  261,  380,  392,  414,  474; 
loyalist  as  spy,  114;  intelligence,  184,  i86w;  refugee  prisoners  of 
war,  257,  257 n;  proposed  expedition,  261,  262,  380,  386,  387,  390- 
393,  414,  474;  winter  post,  413,  415;  Washington's  praise,  415. 

Tallow,  hair  dressing,  9. 

Tappan,  N.  Y.,  cartel  negotiations,  137. 

Tapping,  Moses,  pass,  project,  yn. 

Tarle,  Benoit  Joseph  de,  letter  to,  244;  provisions  contract,  244,  245. 

Taylor,  John,  pass  affair,  113,  122. 

Taylor,  Capt.  Othniel,  abused,  43;  service,  43 n. 

Taylor,  Peter,  admission,  454. 

Taylor,  William,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  commutation,  90,  252. 

Tea,  hospital  ration,  484. 

Teeth,  Washington's  false,  472. 

Temple,  building  for  camp,  464. 

Ten  Broeck,  Peter,  letter  to,  458;  messenger,  458. 

Tents,  scarcity,  92;  in  camp,  bough  awnings,  102,  139,  247;  for  detail, 
219;  chimneys,  248,  379;  winter  care,  returns,  repairs,  454. 
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Thacher,  Dr.  James,  Military  Journal,  158  ft;  on  reception  of  French 

army,  158  ft. 
Thanksgiving,  orders,  344;  rum,  375. 
Theft,  by  officer,  155. 

Third  Artillery,  soldier  court-martialed,  119;  officer,  139ft;  winter  quar- 
ters, 307.  See  also  Crane,  John. 

Third  Dragoons,  to  remain  in  South,  162,  193. 

Thirty-fourth  Foot,  British,  officer,  107ft. 

Thompson  Col.  Benjamin,  proposed  expedition  against,  26m,  380,  474. 

Thomson,  Charles,  on  Cornwallis-Laurens  exchange,  3572;  Notes  of  De- 
bates, 35n;  affidavit  on  Vermont  intrigue,  351ft. 

Thread,  scarcity,  313. 

Thresher,  Noah,  court-martial,  212. 

Throop,  Maj.  Benjamin,  officer  of  the  day,  132,  188,  251,  283. 

Tilghman,  Lieut.  Col.  Tench,  letters  written  by,  2«,  lift,  12  ft,  14  ft,  29  ft, 
32ft-34«,  37ft,  46ft,  51ft,  55ft,  56ft,  65ft,  72ft,  92ft,  93ft,  iooft, 
107ft,  i09»— in«,  113ft,  I23w3 124ft,  I26ft,  133ft?  I34w>  144ft— 146ft, 
154ft,  J6ift,  i63ft-i65ft,  167ft,  I73w-I75725 185ft,  i86»,  188/2,  192ft, 
195ft,  197ft?  200ft,  201  ft,  217ft,  232ft,  235ft,  241ft,  244ft,  245/2,249/2, 
25m,  25472, 256 ft-259 «,  264ft,  284/2,2850, 29772, 30272, 306ft,  313ft, 
315ft,  317ft,  321  n,  323ft,  32972, 331  ft, 335ft,  337ft,  338ft,  341 «,  346ft, 

349  «~353  »» 355  «~358  »» 36°  ">  368  »» 372  »» 377  »» 379  n~3% 1 »» 383  n> 
388  ft,  390 «,  391 22, 394 «,  395 ft,  398  72, 399 72, 401 72-403 72, 405 72, 410 72, 
412ft,  41972, 42372,  42572, 42772,  433  ft;  movements,  bears  letters,  4,  37, 
450;  escorts  Rochambeau  to  headquarters,  151 «;  letters:  on  substi- 
tute recruit,  18372;  on  provisions  contract  arbitration,  18472;  on 
passes,  18472,  28372;  on  reform  of  regiments,  30572;  on  intelligence, 
34972;  on  Asgill  affair,  36772. 

Tilton,  Ezekiel,  case,  137. 

Tisdale,  Capt.  James,  at  court-martial,  413;  service,  413ft. 

Torrey,  Lieut.  William,  supplies  for  Hazen's  corps,  401. 

Townsend,  Dr.  David,  sick  returns,  345. 

Trade  with  the  enemy,  camp  site  and  checking,  217;  officer's  connivance, 
224,  225;  state  responsibility,  322,  334,  335,  337;  La  Luzerne's  con- 
cern, 334;  prevalence,  checking,  349,  396,  400,  438,  476. 

Transportation,  by  army  of  contract  provisions,  15;  returns,  24;  fuel,  60, 
218;  clothing  to  South,  troubles,  419.  See  also  Communication; 
Horses;  Navigation;  Road;  Wagonmaster  general. 

Trescot,  Maj.  Lemuel,  officer  of  the  day,  138,  189,  285,  367,  393,  454,  493. 

Trumbull,  Gov.  Jonathan,  letter  to,  334;  trade  with  the  enemy,  334. 
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Trumbull,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan,  jr.,  letters  written  by,  472, 137;,  15 n,  ion, 
29  72,  30  n,  38/2,  50  n,  52/2,  5572,  5777,  5972,  61  n,  6272,  6472,  6572,  6872, 
6972,  7372,  7472,  7672,  8772,  8972,  9172,  10472,  11272,  11472-11672,  11872, 

122  72,  I2572,  I2672,  I2972,  14072,  141  72,  14572,  15072,  15472,  l60  72,  16372, 
16472,  167 72-169 72,  17772,  l80  72,  18772,  191  72,  19772-19972,20172,20372, 
20672,  210  72,  212  72,  215  72,  2l6n,  221  72,  222  72,  23072,  23572,  24I  72-24372, 
2457Z,  24672,  24972,  25872,  26372,  27172-27472,  27672,28672,28772,29677- 

29872,  30872,  31672;  letters:  on  oars,  9272;  on  dragoon  march,  10172; 
on  post,  10472;  en  passes,  11372,  21372,  23672,  27672;  on  possible  Brit- 
ish movement,  17772;  on  special  exchanges,  26172,  29372;  on  cheese, 
26372;  on  desired  letter,  28572;  on  cashiered  officer,  30072;  on  Pop- 
ham,  30872. 

Tuckerman,  Capt.  Abraham,  brigade  quartermaster,  officer  of  the  day, 
154,  181,  212,  236,  251,  270,  291. 

Tumbrils,  returns,  24. 

Tupper,  Col.  Benjamin,  letters  to,  50,  379;  and  light  corps  command, 
50,  51;  at  court  of  inquiry,  139;  fatigue,  instructions,  375,  379;  offi- 
cer of  the  day,  432,  456. 

Turner,  George,  commissary  of  marine  prisoners  of  war,  papers,  417; 
plans,  417,  418. 

Twenty-third  Foot,  British,  officer,  15472. 

Uniforms,  proposed  general  red  facings,  322,  395,  402;  for  1783,  323; 
distinctions,  432. 

Vache,  Dr.  John  Francis,  complaint  on  derangement,  20,  67,  88. 

Van  Alstyne, ,  shipmaster,  77. 

Van  Cortlandt,  Col.  Philip,  letters  to,  62,  93;  march  to  camp,  62,  93; 
brigade  command,  85,  86;  officer  of  the  day,  130,  424,  455,  494;  at 
court-martial,  169,  204,  212,  218,  219,  224,  237,  238,  246,  252,  254, 
260,  291,  299. 

Van  Duerson,  William,  shipmaster,  letter  to,  10472;  gift  for  Washington, 
10472. 

Van  Dyke,  Lieut.  Col.  Cornelius,  officer  of  the  day,  103,  236;  establish- 
ment of  picket,  117. 

Van  Rensselaer,  John,  interview  with  mother,  282. 

Van  Schaick,  Col.  Goose,  and  promotion,  99;  letter  to,  133;  ordered  to 
regiment,  133;  officer  of  the  day,  236,  270,  354,  412,  449,  477. 

Van  Wagennen,  Gerrit  H.,  pass,  18572,  202. 

Van  Wagennen,  Fluybert,  pass,  18572,  202. 

Varick,  Lieut.  Col.  Richard,  funds  for  work,  letters,  145,  235;  letter  to, 
28572;  bears  letter,  372. 
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Vaudreuil,  Louis  Philippe  de  Rigaud,  marquis  de,  express,  expense,  i, 
3-5,  9,  10,  271,  275,  276,  320;  cipher,  1;  Penobscot,  6;  question  of 
employment,  16;  fleet  at  Boston  and  Portsmouth,  30,  275;  lack  of 
pursuit,  61;  letters  to,  68,  115,  125,  129/2,  140/2,  166,  186/2,  197,  298, 
308/2, 3i7n,  333n,  356,  371,  382,  387,  404,  423;  possible  visit  to  head- 
quarters, 68;  and  mercenaries  to  Halifax,  115,  116;  movements  of 
British  fleet,  protection,  125,  129/2,  140/2,  144,  167,  186,  198,  202, 
214,  296-298,  308/2,  330/2,  356,  371,  382,  388;  deserters  to  American 
army,  165,  166;  Washington's  regret  at  not  meeting,  333/2;  Wash- 
ington's farewell, 404;  campaign  of  1783,423;  departure  of  fleet.,433. 

Vergennes,  Charles  Gravier,  comte  de,  Asgill  affair,  295/2,  297/2,  359, 
360,  389;  letter  to,  359. 

Vermont,  British  intrigue,  Washington  and  interference,  216,  350,  351/2, 
352,  398-400;  attempted  arrests,  394,  407,  408,  458. 

Verplanck  Point,  N.  Y.,  garrison,  43,  294,  295,  326,  396;  army  camp  in 
field,  laying  out,  69,  121;  river  movement  to,  93-97;  headquarters, 
orders  and  letters  from,  97-303;  picket  around  camp,  116,  117;  re- 
pair of  works,  375,  379,  411.  See  also  Camp. 

Villefranche,  Ma).  Jean  Louis  Ambroise  de  Genton,  chevalier  de,  letters 
to,  52,  64,  74,  393/2;  blowers  from  the  line,  52,  53,  64;  West  Point 
or  field  service,  74;  powder  magazine,  179;  certificate  of  service, 

393  «• 
Vimeur,  Jean  Baptiste  Donatien  de.  See  Rochambeau. 
Vinegar,  scarcity,  poor  quality,  124;  in  ration,  315. 
Viomenil,  Charles  Joseph  Hyacinthe  du  Houx,  comte  de,  countersign 

and  parole  honoring,  24,  285;  aide,  250;  letters  to,  397/2,  405,  425; 

Washington's  compliments  and  farewell,  397/2,  405,  425;  departure 

with  army,  letter,  425/2. 
Virginia,  governor  of.  See  Harrison,  Benjamin. 
Virginia  brigades,  recruiting,  no  cavalry,  10, 199, 239, 241, 469;  to  remain 

in  South,  162;  clothing,  troubles,  419.  See  also  Muhlenberg,  Peter; 

Scott,  Charles. 
Virginia  State  Library,  material  from,  13,  336,  419. 
Visme.  See  De  Visme. 
Von  Fleer,  Capt.  Bartholomew,  letters  to,  92/2,  204/2;  movements  of 

corps,  92/2,  204/2;  search  for  stragglers,  120;  review,  130. 
Vose,  Lieut.  Col.  Elijah,  officer  of  the  day,  138,  203;  at  court-martial,  237. 
Vose,  Col.  Joseph,  officer  of  the  day,  141,  212,  370,  399,  429. 

Wadsworth,  James,  on  provisions  contractors,  418.  See  also  next  title. 
Wadsworth  &  Carter,  provisions  contract,  French  and  American,  239  n, 
244,  245,  263,  289;  conflict  with  civil  authorities,  276/2,  277. 
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Wagonmaster  general.  See  Cogswell,  Thomas. 

Wagons,  returns,  24. 

Wait,  Ma].  Jason,  officer  of  the  day,  380,  406;  service,  380 n. 

Walker,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin,  letters  written  by,  272,  722, 1072,  6yn,  j6n, 
8822,  11472,  128 n,  172/2,  174ft,  20972,  25072,  29422,  30772,  33472,  33672, 
35072,  38772,  39472,  40472,  40972,  41372,  41972,  42172,  43672,  43872, 
44072,  44272,  45372,  46022,  46772-46972,  49372;  letters:  on  forges,  2572; 
on  artificers,  30372. 

Walker,  Lieut.  Edward,  subsistence  while  settling  accounts,  495. 

Walker,  Ma],  Joseph,  brigade  major,  116;  officer  of  the  day,  116,  143, 
170,  203,  224,  246,  262,  283;  service,  11672. 

Wappings  Creek,  N.  Y.,  gunboats,  guard,  45. 

War,  secretary  at.  See  Lincoln,  Benjamin. 

Ward,  Capt.  Thomas,  loyalist  corps,  to  leave,  198. 

Ward  masters,  pay  and  ration,  443. 

Warner,  Ma].  Robert,  officer  of  the  day,  168,  225,  270;  service,  16872. 

Warren,  Joshua,  artificer,  43. 

Warwic\,  H.  M.  S.,  116,  128,  387. 

Washington,  George,  movements,  34,  63,  216,  255,  331,  341,  34772,  458, 
476;  Washington  College,  37,  38;  subscription  for  Caldwell  chil- 
dren, 427;  Custis  estate,  444;  teeth,  472.  See  also  Commander  in 
chief;  Land. 

Washington,  George  Augustine,  illness,  advice,  travel,  281,  342,  435; 
letter  to,  342. 

Washington,  Lund,  paint,  23,  302;  movements,  341;  letters  to,  361,  364, 
470;  Mount  Vernon  land  affairs,  361-366,  452,  458,  470;  Washing- 
ton's finances,  470-474;  Custis  estate  accounts,  445;  Mount  Vernon 
improvements,  472;  still-born  child,  472. 

Washington,  Martha,  to  headquarters,  journey,  267,  281,  341,  403,  446; 
Boudinot,  427;  Lafayette,  435;  Watts's  psalms  and  hymns,  495. 

Washington,  privateer,  14. 

Washington  College,  Md.,  naming,  Washington's  gift,  board  of  vis- 
itors, 37,  38. 

Washington  Headquarters  and  Museum,  Newburgh,  material  from, 
26322. 

Watchcoats,  winter  need,  207;  supply,  system  of  distribution,  313,  339. 

Water,  at  field  camp,  105,  120. 

Watermen,  company,  51,  236.  See  also  Pray,  John. 

Watson,  Brook,  flag  letters  through,  127,  233. 

Watson-Wentworth,  Charles.   See  Rockingham. 
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Watts,  Isaac,  psalms  and  hymns  for  Mrs.  Washington,  495. 

Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony,  commended  in  general  orders,  39;  to  rejoin 
main  army,  162. 

Weare,  Pres.  Meshech,  letters  to,  214,  28772,  398;  protection  of  Vau- 
dreuil's  fleet,  214;  reform  of  regiments,  287/2;  Vermont  British 
intrigue,  398,  399. 

Webb,  Capt.  George,  light  corps,  march,  243;  service,  243/2. 

Webb,  Col.  Samuel  Blatchley,  light  corps,  movement,  posts,  47,  54,  206, 
209,  242,  243;  letters  to,  206,  209,  242,  294,  327,  353,  386;  light  corps 
after  field  camp,  294,  295,  301,  353,  354;  reform  in  brigade,  327; 
return  to  regiment,  328;  Correspondence,  32822;  light  corps  for  ex- 
ploit, 386,  392. 

Webster,  Capt.  John  B.,  recruiting,  190. 

Welch,  Lieut.  John,  quartermaster,  226;  service,  22622. 

Wells,  Richard,  pass  to  New  York  City,  purpose,  money,  51,  54,  123; 
letter  to,  12322. 

Wells,  Samuel,  British  intrigue,  attempted  arrest,  35122,  394,  407,  40722, 
408. 

West  Indies,  British  attitude,  208;  Rochambeau's  army  to,  possible  Brit- 
ish counterforce,  433,  445,  447. 

West  Point  and  Highlands,  field  commissary  of  military  stores,  32,  172; 
summer  garrison,  command,  instructions,  58,  73,  91,  92;  fuel,  59, 
60,  121,  205,  293;  fatigue  at,  works,  75,  92,  135,  157,  183,  214,  236, 
255;  artillery,  121;  as  main  magazine,  139;  fort  major,  148,  150; 
powder  magazine,  172,  179;  barracks,  winter  preparations,  garri- 
son, 172,  256,  264,  278,  279,  290,  303,  307;  removal  of  prisoners  of 
war,  256;  end  of  detachment  and  fatigue,  300;  winter  command, 
326;  court-martial  at,  deputy  judge  advocate  general,  332;  signals, 
338,  34022;  impressed  rum,  360;  moving  military  stores  to,  370,  375; 
muster,  374. 

Weyman,  Capt.  Abel,  letter  to,  411;  Wyoming  garrison,  relief,  supplies, 
411,412,419. 

Wharton,  Francis,  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  3522. 

Wheaton,  Lieut.  Joseph,  passes,  9222,  113  22. 

Wheelock,  Pres.  John,  introduction  to  Franklin,  355. 

Whipping,  as  military  punishment,  45,  119,  157,  212,  213,  220,  252,  253, 
292,  369,  382,  411,  424;  summary,  355;  remitted,  382. 

White,  Henry(?),  flag  communications,  126,  233. 

Willett,  Lieut.  Col.  Marinus,  rank  dispute  with  Reid,  89;  Mohawk  Val- 
ley command,  305;  letter  to,  449;  proposed  Oswego  expedition, 
clothing  and  supplies,  449-451. 
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William  Henry,  Prince,  departure,  434. 

Williams,  Capt.  Abraham,  brigade  major  (quartermaster),  officer  of 

the  day,  132,  148,  154,  170,  183,  203,  214,  224,  236,  246,  251,  262, 

270,  283,  291. 
Williams,  John,  court-martial,  220. 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  hospitals,  244. 

Williamson,  Hugh,  committee  on  Canadian  information,  209;;. 
Wilmington,  Del.,  flag  vessel  to,  376. 

Winchester,  Va.,  recruits  to,  as  guard  of  prisoners,  239,  241. 
Wine,  gift  to  headquarters,  274. 
Winter  quarters,  invalids,  255,  307;  sites,  preparations,  conditions,  256, 

264>  279>  3°5>  3°7>  339>  348>  378>  400>  448>  4765  march  to,  285,  290, 
298,  300-307;  hutting,  303,  317,  370,  380;  pending  huts,  304;  regi- 
mental officers  in  huts,  310;  Hazen,  316;  survey,  320;  commands, 
326;  depredations,  checking,  343,  344,  354,  355;  duty  on  lines,  in- 
structions, 357,  395-397,  442,  496;  communications,  367;  sutlers, 
369;  dragoons,  413,  414;  hall  authorized,  464. 

Witherspoon,  John,  committee  on  Huddy  affair,  41  n;  letter  to,  245; 
special  exchange,  246;  George  Washington  Greene,  267. 

Women,  and  river  movement,  94;  camp  regulations,  139;  making  shirts, 
207;  ration,  480;  returns,  496. 

Wood.  See  Fuel. 

Woodbridge,  Maj,  Theodore,  officer  of  the  day,  130,  183,  246,  278. 

Woolsey,  Daniel,  suit  against  French  foragemaster,  27672. 

Wright,  Maj.  Joseph  Allyn,  officer  of  the  day,  168,  225,  264;  service, 
16872. 

Wright,  Turbutt,  committee  on  Huddy  affair,  41  ?2. 

Wyllys,  Maj.  John  Plasgrave,  officer  of  the  day,  143,  214,  255,  291. 

Wynkoop,  Cornelius,  Washington  at  house,  34772. 

Wynkoop,  Dirck,  dines  Washington,  34772. 

Wyoming,  Pa.,  relief  or  withdrawal  of  garrison,  257,  301,  321,  411,  416; 
Washington  and  Connecticut  claim,  301;  consideration  of  dispute, 
411,  416;  supplies,  412,  419. 

York,  Pa.,  prisoners  of  war,  257. 

Yorktown  campaign,  exchange  of  Cornwallis  and  staff,  35,  72,  161,  196, 
221;  return  of  loyalist  refused,  118;  engraved  cannon  for  Rocham- 
beau,  141,  145,  149,  153,  453,  491-493;  hospitals,  244. 

Young,  Sylvester,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  pardon,  2,  8,  205. 
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